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CONDITION

(Ch«c* One.)

Q Excellent 9 Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated

(Check One) 

® Altered Q Unaltered

C3 Ruins Q Unmtposed

(Check Ono) 

D Moved QD Original Sit*

The Sonars Mansion iras built on a high bluff overlooking Great Egg Harb >r 
Bay area 1725. It was built on a tract of land willed to Richard Somers by 
his father John, It was originally part of a 3,000 acre tract conveyed to h: M 
father in 1695.

The original house was enlarged circa 1760 and greatly changed in the late 
19thL^fintiiry It remained in the f andly unfc[tt;$>37 when it was deeded to the 
Atlantic County Historical Society, In 1?1|1 the structure and one acre of

The building is a ^storaMteick structure with a gambrel roof oriental 
in an east west direction* It is on a stone foundation with brick walls, **" 
The walls are laid up in a Flemish Bond with glazed headers. There are 
windows and a door on each floor. They are non-syametrical along the north

There were two rooos on each floor of the original building. The 
roots on each floor had a large fireplace, a closet and a concealed stairway

m 
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western

the paneling brick work and floor are original. The balcony; at 
the second floor level and all the window sash were replaced as part of a 
restoration program in the late 1930*8.

The restored building is now in a very commercial area adjacent to the 
causeway that connects Scaers Point with Ocean City.
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8. Significance
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Q Historic 
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Architecture 

D Literature 

n Military 
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0 Political • • •
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losophy

( | Science
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t~i Social/Human­ 

itarian

CH Theater

(~1 Transportation

I I Urban Planning 

SI Other (Specify)

oldest house in 
Atlantic County

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Soaers Mansion is the oldest :honse now standing in Atlantic C<>imty 
(incorporated 1837). It was built circa IT-STfe*Bienarl Soaers I* the 
first historical reference to the house is froa 1726, when the house was 
used as a Quaker meeting. Its gambrel roof and Flemish Bond exterior are 
unusual for the Southern Hew Jersey area. The building has Historic Aaeric* n 
Building Surrey citation.

The Soaers fsally migrated to Philadelphia in 1661 and to West Jersey in 
1695* John Soaers owned over 3,000 acres and operated the first ferry across 
Great Igg Harbor Bay. His descendents Richard I, Richard II and Richard H3 
are all notables in Hew Jersey history. Richard II was a judge and colonel 
in the Hew Jersey Militia during the American Revolution. Richard in was 
a naval hero at the Battle of Tripoli. He was Conmandjsr of the HautHus 
when he was killed in I80iu



Boucher, J« Absegand Testerysara Atlantic County Historical Society, 
Laureate Press, Inc., Egg Harbor City, New Jersey, c. 1963

Rondstroa, Olive Sowers Point 275 Anniversary. City of Sonars Point
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Box lk2O, John Fitch Pla«*
CITY OR TOwTj:

TVen-hrtn

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [ j State [ | Local Qg

Title Cooniasionar, Department of
Environmental Protection 

Date September llt 1970

STATE CODE

3k

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register. ^-.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

DEC 1 8 1970
Date

ATTEST:
«>

4/2^/y// Qf/fr/jMIA'/\~
Keeper of "Vhe ATa Fiona/ Register *^

NOV 2 7 1978 /
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