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Bay area 1725. It was built on a tract of land willed to Richard Somers by
his father John, It was originally part of a 3,000 acre tract conveyed to hi
father in 1695,

W' It remaimd in the family un 7 when it was deeded to the
tlantic County Historical Society, In 1941 the structure and ons acre of
ground was give to the State, ) ‘ '

The building is a 2% story brick structure with a gambrel roof oriental
in an east west direction. It is on a stone foundation with brick walls,
The walls are laid up in a Flemish Bond with glazed headers. There are
windows and a door on each floor. They are non-symmetrical along the north

There were two rooms on each floor of the original building., The weste:
rooms on each floor had a large fireplace, a closet and a concealed staifway

Most of the paneling brick work and floor are 'origigal. The balceny at
the second floor level and all the window sash were replaced as part of a
restﬂoﬂxfiﬁon program in the late 1930's,

The restored building is now in a very commercisl area adjacent to the
causeway that connects Somers Point with Ocean City.

The Somers Mansion was bullt on a high bluff overlooking Great Egg Harbér

and south side of the building, The east and west side lack windows or doorg.
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The original house was enlarged circa 1760 and greatly changed in the late
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[STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.| unusual for the Southern New Jersey area. The building has Historic American

The Smefs Mansion is signiﬁcant for its architecture and as the
ancestral home of the Somers Family.

The Scmers Mansion is the oldest house now standing in Atlantic County
(incorporated 1837). It was bullt cirea 1725 for Richard Somers I, The
first historical reference to the house is from 1726, when the house was

used as a Quaker meeting. Its gambrel roof and Flemish Bond exterior are

Building Survey citation,

The Somers family migrated to Philadelphia in 1681 and to West Jersey
1695. John Somers owned over 3,000 acres and operated the first ferry across
Great Egg Harbor Bay. His descendents Richard I, Richard II and Richard II
are all notables in New Jersey history. Richard II was a Judge and colonel
in the New Jersey militia during the American Revolution. Richard IIT was
a naval hero at the Battle of Tripoli. He was Commander of the Nautilus
when he was killed in 180k,
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