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The Benjam n Abbot House, c.1685,is situated i nthe Shawsheen River Valley,slightly
southwest of thecenter of Andover. The structure faces due south and at one time
commanded a view of therolling farmand along theriver's edge. Today the scene
has changed. Progress has brought a widened road that literally curves around

the southeast corner of thehouse. A graded and elevated section of t heBoston and
Mai ne Railroad blocks itsnorthernview totheriver. The roadway that was once a
seldomtravelled dirt path has been transformed into a busy thoroughfare connecting
the center of Andover with thepresent interstate highway system

The changes i nitsimmediate vicinity bear witness tothefact that the Abbot House
has seen it sshare of progress, yet theweathered clapboard facade with its garret
overhang remains i na remarkably original state (Figure 2). The house was built
before 1720 and thetraditional date of 1685 nmay be accurate.

The building that remained i nt he Abbot family until 1933 grewtoitspresent config-
urations i nfour distinct stages (Figure 1). The first stage can be defined as a
one-room house with end chimey built on thewest side of t he Shawsheen River i n

the Ol d South Parish of Andover (Figure 1,Sketch A). The exposed frame i sheavy with
simple flat chamfer and 'lamb's tongue' stops. The ceilings arewhite washed andt he
chanmber floor i ssupported by fx5" joists at two-foot spacing and attached to a
14x11" pine summer beam by neans of cog joints. Front and rear girts and pl ates
measure 9' square and are also nade of pine. The chimey and end girts measure

1579" and are nade of oak as are t he shouldered corner posts. The sximer beami s
joined tothechimey and end girts with a double tusk and tenon joint, commont o
structures built before 1720. = - - -

The first floor hall (Fig. 3 and 4) and t he second floor chanmber (Fig.5and 6) measure
19" square with their peripheral covering supported by two story oak studs at two-foot
spacing. The interior walls of thefirst floor hall arecovered with mud and straw
over lath with a final coat of white wash. The focal point of thehall i sa great
fireplace measuring 9 wide and 4.5 high.

The second story chanber also displays theprimitive mud on lath wall covering. However,
the fireplace wall i scovered with unusual raised field panels appliedt o boarding

and outlined by early 18thc. moulding (Fig.5 and 6). (Two other houses i nt he Andover
area contain panelling identical tothat i nthesecond story chanber, probably the

work of thesane joiner). Originally thechanber ceiling was white washed, but today

it i scovered with plaster which was added during thefirst quarter of theiBth c.

The roof i sof thetypical late First Period purlin and rafter constructionwith ridge
pole. Rafters are oak and purlins arepine. Across thefront of thehouse i sa garret
overhang framed by t he second story ti ebeans which ride over and are joined to the
front plate by full dovetail joints. This overhang i sprobably themost significant
architectural feature of thehouse, elevating i tfromtheranks of a simple farmhouse
in terms of joinery and style. The front garret overhang i salso conplenmented by a

di minished gable overhang at t hegarret floor level. This overhang i sformed simply
by a projection of the second story end ti e beans.

cont'd
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The second (pre-1720) stage i nt hedevel opment of t he Abbot House was complete with

the addition of a two-room two story structure tothewest of thefirst addition
(Fig.1,Sketch B). The major nenbers are finished with a flat chamfer with lanb's
tongue stops and thestructure i sframed i nnmuch t he same manner as thefirst stage
house. The major construction differences between thefirst and second stage structures
lie inthesize of thestructural conponents. Floor joists measure 3x4" on 22"
spacing. The first floor sumrer beam and t he second story tie beans neasure 10x12".

Al'l structural conponents except posts, braces and studs are of pine.

The rooms of t he second stage addition measure 19x16'. The first floor hall has
been modified by theaddition of late 18thc.-early 19thc. plaster ceilings and
plaster walls?with wainscotting and wi ndow seats added within thewalls of the First
Period room | naddition, theoriginal great fireplace opening has been reducedi n
size and a 19thc. fireplace and mantel have been introduced (Fig.7).

The second story chamber retains nmuch of its original fabric. Interior walls are
covered with unpainted sheathing (Fig.8) while thefloor boards retain therose
headed nails used t oattach themtothesecond floor joists.

The second stage addition also displays thefront garret and gable overhangs andt he
framing i snearly identical tothat of thefirst stage building (Fig.9). The walls
of thesecond stage arefilled with brick nogging as arethewalls of thefirst stage.

During thelast half of thel8th ¢, theAbbot House was again expanded. The addition
of a single story lean-to of f theback or north side of thebuilding and a small
extension totheeast of theoriginal house completedthethird stage of devel opment
(Fig.l, SketchOQ).

The lean-to incorporates two narrowroonms across theback of t hehouse, each with a
corner fireplace. The roomtotheeast of thechimey has plaster walls and a
simple 18t hc. fireplace mantel (Fig.10). The roomt othewest bf the chimey
served as a kitchen and thefireplace contains a large beehive bake oven. The walls
are covered with horizontal feather edge sheathing.

The small extension tothe-east of thefirst stage was added t o allow access to the
wel |l without leaving thebuilding. This access i sobtained through a unique half-door
at theend of thesmall addition.

The 19t hc. house brought still another series of changes t ot he Abbot House (Fig.!,
Sketch D). The single story lean-to was raised toa story and a half, thereby gaining
i mportant head room at t he second floor level. A barn was added tothewest of and

connected tothemin house by an ell which at one time served as a |aundry room and
carriage shed.

The walls of thesecond floor of thelean-to are covered with primitive feather-edge
sheathing, while theell contains sone beaded sheathing and batten doors.
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71700-1799 ART
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS

SPECIFIC DATES 16857

STATEMENT (F SI GN Fl CANCE

The Benj am n Abbot House,

Standing on t he west side of t he Shawsheen River

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—CONSERVATION —LAW

—ECONOMICS —LITERATURE

—EDUCATION —MILITARY

—ENGINEERING —MusIC
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY

—INDUSTRY —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

BU LOER ARCH TECT

1685?, i ssignificant as an extremely well
Period house and as t heearliest extant hone of thelocally important

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

X SOCIALYHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

preserved First

Abbot family.

i nthe Ol d South Parish of Andover,

the house i sbhelieved t ohave been bhuilt for Benjam n Abbot at thetime of hi smarriage

to Sarah Farnum i n 1685.

He was also one of a nunber of people who testified against

hansje-d as a result .The building remained i nthe Abbot family until

sents theearliest standing house of t he nost

Benj am n Abbot was a farmer and fence surveyor i nthetown.
Martha Carrier, who was

1933 and today repre-
prolific famly of thesettlement period

of Andover (1646- early 1700's). The Abbot family claimed nore males on thetownt ax
lists between 1705 and 1767 than any other family. Al most every famly i ntown was

related t ot he Abbots i nsone way. Because of its size, the Abbot
good exanmple of thetype of closely knit social world common t o and necessary for the

growth and devel opment of an inland farm ng community

The house i sarchitecturally

techniques, particularly thegarret
early mud and plaster walls

i nthel7thec.

family serves as a

significant because i tretains nost of its original
fabric, which i sextremely uncomon for a building nearly 300 years old. The framing

a conmplete and original picture of early Colonial architecture.

overhang, t heunusual early 18th.c. panelling, the
and t hegreat fireplaces and original flooring all present
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Paul Guzzi

727-8M70

22 January 1975

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240
096883
Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAl L

Dear Charles:
Encl osed are four National Register subm ssions for thefollowing properties;

1. Medford, Bigelow Block, Mddlesex County,

2. Milton, Governor Hutchinson's Ha-Ha, Norfolk County,
3. Wl mngton, Handen Tavern, M ddl esex County,

4. Andover, Benjam n Abbot House, Essex County.

These have been declaredeligible for subm ssion by t he Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Eli zabeth R Amadon, as State Historic Preservation Officer.

Please note that theproperties covered by these submissions aret obe
included i nour 1976 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate
your processing these nom nations promptly. Please | etus know i f any
other information i sneeded.

Sincerely yours.

Elizabeth R Amadon
Executive Director X
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

ERA:pj
End.

NATIONAL
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Sim. Fa«iI«E. Ititmgsmymau ifasSaeltusetts HistorlcAl Comiaslon
ami, 'Jarry £. 3tudd« 40 Btteeoa St.

Regional Director, North Atlantic  BostdE» Hftssaehaisaits 02103
Region

R MM ott/row 2/25/75
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