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The Benjamin Abbot House, c.1685,is s i t u a t e d i n the Shawsheen River V a l l e y , s l i g h t l y 
southwest of the center of Andover. The s t r u c t u r e faces due south and at one time 
commanded a view o f the r o l l i n g farmland along the r i v e r ' s edge. Today the scene 
has changed. Progress has brought a widened road t h a t l i t e r a l l y curves around 
the southeast corner of the house. A graded and elevated s e c t i o n of the Boston and 
Maine R a i l r o a d blocks i t s northern view t o the r i v e r . The roadway t h a t was once a 
seldom t r a v e l l e d d i r t path has been transformed i n t o a busy thoroughfare connecting 
the center of Andover w i t h the present i n t e r s t a t e highway system. 

The changes i n i t s immediate v i c i n i t y bear witness t o the f a c t t h a t the Abbot House 
has seen i t s share of progress, y e t the weathered clapboard facade w i t h i t s g a r r e t 
overhang remains i n a remarkably o r i g i n a l s t a t e (Figure 2 ) . The house was b u i l t 
before 1720 and the t r a d i t i o n a l date of 1685 may be accurate. 

The b u i l d i n g t h a t remained i n the Abbot f a m i l y u n t i l 1933 grew t o i t s present c o n f i g ­
u r a t i o n s i n fo u r d i s t i n c t stages (Figure 1 ) . The f i r s t stage can be defined as a 
one-room house w i t h end chimney b u i l t on the west side of the Shawsheen River i n 
the Old South Parish of Andover (Figure 1,Sketch A). The exposed frame i s heavy w i t h 
simple f l a t chamfer and 'lamb's tongue' stops. The c e i l i n g s are white washed and the 
chamber f l o o r i s supported by f x 5 " j o i s t s a t two-foot spacing and attached t o a 
14x11" pine summer beam by means of cog j o i n t s . Front and rear g i r t s and p l a t e s 
measure 9' square and are also made of pine. The chimney and end g i r t s measure 
15^9" and are made o f oak as are the shouldered corner posts. The sximmer beam i s 
j o i n e d t o the chimney and end g i r t s w i t h a double tusk and tenon j o i n t , common t o 
s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t before 1720. • - - - . . 

The f i r s t f l o o r h a l l (Fig. 3 and 4) and the second f l o o r chamber (Fig.5and 6) measure 
19' square w i t h t h e i r p e r i p h e r a l covering supported by two s t o r y oak studs at two-foot 
spacing. The i n t e r i o r w a l l s of the f i r s t f l o o r h a l l are covered w i t h mud and straw 
over l a t h w i t h a f i n a l coat of white wash. The f o c a l p o i n t of the h a l l i s a great 
f i r e p l a c e measuring 9' wide and 4.5' hi g h . 

The second s t o r y chamber also d i s p l a y s the p r i m i t i v e mud on l a t h w a l l covering. However, 
the f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s covered w i t h unusual r a i s e d f i e l d panels a p p l i e d t o boarding 
and o u t l i n e d by e a r l y 18th c. moulding (Fig.5 and 6 ) . (Two other houses i n the Andover 
area contain p a n e l l i n g i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t i n the second s t o r y chamber, probably the 
work of the same j o i n e r ) . O r i g i n a l l y the chamber c e i l i n g was white washed, but today 
i t i s covered w i t h p l a s t e r which was added d u r i n g the f i r s t quarter of the i B t h c. 

The r o o f i s of the t y p i c a l l a t e F i r s t Period p u r l i n and r a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h r i d g e 
pole. Rafters are oak and p u r l i n s are pine. Across the f r o n t of the house i s a g a r r e t 
overhang framed by the second s t o r y t i e beams which r i d e over and are j o i n e d t o the 
f r o n t p l a t e by f u l l d o v e t a i l j o i n t s . This overhang i s probably the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e of the house, e l e v a t i n g i t from the ranks of a simple farmhouse 
i n terms of j o i n e r y and s t y l e . The f r o n t g a r r e t overhang i s also complemented by a 
diminished gable overhang a t the g a r r e t f l o o r l e v e l . This overhang i s formed simply 
by a p r o j e c t i o n of the second s t o r y end t i e beams. 

cont'd 
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The second (pre-1720) stage i n the development of the Abbot House was complete w i t h 
the a d d i t i o n of a two-room, two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e t o the west of the f i r s t a d d i t i o n 
(Fig.1,Sketch B). The major members are f i n i s h e d w i t h a f l a t chamfer w i t h lamb's 
tongue stops and the s t r u c t u r e i s framed i n much the same manner as the f i r s t stage 
house. The major c o n s t r u c t i o n d i f f e r e n c e s between the f i r s t and second stage s t r u c t u r e s 
l i e i n the size of the s t r u c t u r a l components. Floor j o i s t s measure 3x4" on 22" 
spacing. The f i r s t f l o o r summer beam and the second s t o r y t i e beams measure 10x12". 
A l l s t r u c t u r a l components except posts, braces and studs are of pine. 

The rooms of the second stage a d d i t i o n measure 19x16'. The f i r s t f l o o r h a l l has 
been modified by the a d d i t i o n of l a t e 18th c.-early 19th c. p l a s t e r c e i l i n g s and 
p l a s t e r w a l l s ^ w i t h w a i n s c o t t i n g and window seats added w i t h i n the w a l l s of the F i r s t 
Period room. I n a d d i t i o n , the o r i g i n a l great f i r e p l a c e opening has been reduced i n 
size and a 19th c. f i r e p l a c e and mantel have been introduced ( F i g . 7 ) . 

The second s t o r y chamber r e t a i n s much of i t s o r i g i n a l f a b r i c . I n t e r i o r w a l l s are 
covered w i t h unpainted sheathing (Fig.8) w h i l e the f l o o r boards r e t a i n the rose 
headed n a i l s used t o a t t a c h them t o the second f l o o r j o i s t s . 

The second stage a d d i t i o n also d i s p l a y s the f r o n t g a r r e t and gable overhangs and the 
framing i s nearly i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t of the f i r s t stage b u i l d i n g ( F i g . 9 ) . The w a l l s 
of the second stage are f i l l e d w i t h b r i c k nogging as are the w a l l s of the f i r s t stage. 

During the l a s t h a l f of the I 8 t h c , the Abbot House was again expanded. The a d d i t i o n 
of a s i n g l e s t o r y lean-to o f f the back or n o r t h side of the b u i l d i n g and a small 
extension t o the east of the o r i g i n a l house completed the t h i r d stage of development 
( F i g . l , Sketch C). 

The lean-to incorporates two narrow rooms across the back o f the house, each w i t h a 
corner f i r e p l a c e . The room t o the east of the chimney has p l a s t e r w a l l s and a 
simple 18th c. f i r e p l a c e mantel (Fig.10). The room t o the west b f the chimney 
served as a k i t c h e n and the f i r e p l a c e contains a large beehive bake oven. The w a l l s 
are covered w i t h h o r i z o n t a l f e a t h e r edge sheathing. 

The small extension t o the-east of the f i r s t stage was added t o allow access t o the 
w e l l w i t h o u t l e a v i n g the b u i l d i n g . This access i s obtained through a unique half - d o o r 
at the end of the small a d d i t i o n . 

The 19th c. house brought s t i l l another series of changes t o the Abbot House ( F i g . l , 
Sketch D). The s i n g l e s t o r y lean-to was r a i s e d t o a s t o r y and a h a l f , thereby g a i n i n g 
important head room at the second f l o o r l e v e l . A barn was added t o the west of and 
connected t o the main house by an e l l which a t one time served as a laundry room and 
carr i a g e shed. 

The w a l l s of the second f l o o r of the lean-to are covered w i t h p r i m i t i v e feather-edge 
sheathing, w h i l e the e l l contains some beaded sheathing and b a t t e n doors. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Benjamin Abbot House, 1685?, i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an extremely w e l l preserved F i r s t 
Period house and as the e a r l i e s t extant home of the l o c a l l y important Abbot f a m i l y . 

Standing on the west side of the Shawsheen River i n the Old South Parish of Andover, 
the house i s b e l i e v e d t o have been b u i l t f o r Benjamin Abbot a t the time of h i s marriage 
t o Sarah Farnum i n 1685. Benjamin Abbot was a farmer and fence surveyor i n the town. 
He was also one of a number of people who t e s t i f i e d against Martha C a r r i e r , who was 
hansje-d as a r e s u l t .The b u i l d i n g remained i n the Abbot f a m i l y u n t i l 1933 and today repre­
sents the e a r l i e s t standing house of the most p r o l i f i c f a m i l y of the settlement pe r i o d 
of Andover (1646- e a r l y 1700's). The Abbot f a m i l y claimed more males on the town tax 
l i s t s between 1705 and 1767 than any other f a m i l y . Almost every f a m i l y i n town was 
r e l a t e d t o the Abbots i n some way. Because of i t s s i z e , the Abbot f a m i l y serves as a 
good example of the type of c l o s e l y k n i t s o c i a l world common t o and necessary f o r the 
growth and development of an i n l a n d farming community i n the 17th c. 

The house i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t because i t r e t a i n s most of i t s o r i g i n a l 
f a b r i c , which i s extremely uncommon f o r a b u i l d i n g n e a r l y 300 years o l d . The framing 
techniques, p a r t i c u l a r l y the g a r r e t overhang, the unusual e a r l y 18th.c. p a n e l l i n g , the 
e a r l y mud and p l a s t e r w a l l s and the great f i r e p l a c e s and o r i g i n a l f l o o r i n g a l l present 
a complete and o r i g i n a l p i c t u r e of e a r l y C o l o n i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

096883 
CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclosed are four National Register submissions f o r the following properties; 

1. Medford, Bigelow Block, Middlesex County, 
2. Milton, Governor Hutchinson's Ha-Ha, Norfolk County, 
3. Wilmington, Hamden Tavern, Middlesex County, 
4. Andover, Benjamin Abbot House, Essex County. 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Elizabeth R. Amadon, as State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be 
included i n our 1976 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate 
your processing these nominations promptly. Please l e t us know i f any 
other information i s needed. 

Sincerely yours. 

Elizabeth R. Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

ERA:pj 
E n d . 
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institutional 

" ^ A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E . (Qp ̂ 50MINATI0N) PRIVATE f STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL'AGENCY: 

AC REAGE .'(to nearest tenth of an acre) 1 / j 

' ^ C O M M E N T S ; (include architectural information here) 

_i:ibD^b, bftSHUtF- lerH C ^ WtJUi A*btAKb CoLÔAvcCs-- -WWtM t̂ 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : ( m a x i m u i n two sentences) t j O ' L W M d P ( W b ^ % ^ ^ ^ i D W ^ ^ ^ C O M j T f J U ^ L 

-Ai>^Pn^TiO!^) f^wtsr s^jCTztMr DWicciM^ ^mc u>caicf inft^-


