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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Port Gibson battlefield has changed little since 
May of 1863. The ravines are still filled with vines and 
immense canebrakes, and the ridges are as steep-sided as when 
the Federal troops tried to scale them. The deep road beds 
have not changed over the years, and relics of the battle are 
still occasionally found on their surfaces. Bridges have been 
added where once streams had to be forded.

The Shaifer house is still in use, serving as the 
clubhouse of the Shaifer Hunting Club. It is a two-story frame 
structure made almost entirely of cypress, with walls showing 
scars from missiles fired during the battle. Magnolia Church, 
where the Confederates placed their first line of defense, is 
no longer standing. Only its brick foundation and the cistern 
remain.

The Port Gibson battlefield is one of the Civil War 
sites in Mississippi that has remained virtually unchanged, 
since the terrain over which the battle was fought has been 
little affected by subsequent growth and development.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

f Four miles west of the town of Port Gibson, Mississip­ 
p, 'on May 1, 1863,/the first shots of the battle of Port 
Gibson were fired, opening an engagement that lasted for eigh­ 
teen hours. In this hard fought battle,''8,000 Confederates, 
led by Brigadier General John S. Bowen, fought a holding action 
against the Federal forces under the command of Major General 
Ulysses S. Gr6nt, who had 24,000 men supported by sixty field 
guns. /Grant had made a forced march south on the Louisiana 
side and had succeeded in crossing the Mississippi River at 
Bruinsburg in the largest amphibious landing prior to World War 
II. Once ashore the Federals marched rapidly eastward in an 
attempt to reach the high bluffs ahead of the Confederate Army 
of Tennessee.

Bowen had repeatedly warned Major General John C. 
Pemberton, commander of the Department of Mississippi and East 
Louisiana, of the Federals 1 push south of Vicksburg, but his 
words had fallen on deaf ears. Pemberton had been thoroughly 
confused by Major General William T. Sherman's feint north of 
Vicksburg at Haynes' Bluff. The Confederate Commander had also 
sent his cavalry after Colonel Benjamin Grierson's Federal cav­ 
alry, which was raiding through the center of the state. If 
Bowen had been properly reinforced by troops from Vicksburg, 
the Battle of Port Gibson may have had a different outcome.

> Two brigades, those of Brigadier General Edward D. 
Tr^acy, who was to die early in the action, and Brigadier
eneral William E. Baldwin, made a forced march from Vicksburg 

to reinforce Bowen, but were exhausted from the forty-four mile 
march that required twenty-seven hours. It was a case of too 
little, too late, for Grant had gained his beachhead and was 
noving rapidly inland. /Bowen had posted Brigadier 'Bengal 
Martin E. Green's brigade along a north-south ridge across the 
outherly road running from Port Gibson to Rodney by way of the 
. K. Shaifer house and Magnolia Church. The center of Green's 

Drigade was at Magnolia Church. Tracy's brigade was to guard 
the Bruinsburg Road approximately 1,000 yards to the north of 
the southerly road and behind the Shaifer house. /
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Shortly after midnight, May 1, 1863, General Green rode 

forward from Magnolia Church to the Shaifer house to warn his pick­ 
ets to be especially alert. While engaged in conversation with the 
ladies of the Shaifer household who were hurriedly loading a wagon 
with effects, Green told them that their haste was unnecessary 
since the Union forces could not possibly advance to that point be­ 
fore daylight. Green had hardly spoken when the Confederate pick­ 
ets fired on the Federal vanguard. As the minie balls began to 
strike the house, Green's reassurances had little effect on the 
Shaifer ladies, who whipped their horses frantically down the road 
toward Port Gibson.

During the night, shots were exchanged but no major engage­ 
ment was precipitated. Dawn revealed a vary broken terrain to the 
troops of Brigadier General James A. Carr% senior Union commander 
of Major General John A. McClernand's XVTII Corps, on the field. 
The area was a maze of ridges, running in all directions and sep­ 
arated by steep-sided ravines filled with impenetrable growths of 
trees, vines and immense canebrakes.

Hoping to hold the Federal army until reinforcements under 
Major General William W. Loring could arrive from the Big Black 
River, the Confederates dug in along the Bruinsburg Road and the 
Magnolia Church ridge. Action commenced north of the Shaifer house 
and just south of the Bruinsburg Road when the Federals under Brig­ 
adier General Peter J. Osterhaus met Tracy's brigade of Confeder­ 
ates. Tracy was killed in the opening engagement and command fell 
upon Colonel Isham Garrott.

On the southerly road the brigades of Brigadier General 
William L. Benton and Colonel William M. Stone, supported by that 
of Brigadier General Alvin P. Hovey, fought the determined but much 
weaker Confederates of Green's brigade. Green held his line until 
around 10:00 a.m., when he was forced across Centers Creek to the 
high ground of the east bank. Green's withdrawal was covered by 
Baldwin's brigade just arriving from Vicksburg. Baldwin took over 
the defenses of the road while Green reorganized. Bowen then sent 
Green to the north flank to assist Garrott.

It is interesting to note that in his reports written imme­ 
diately after the battle, General Hovey stated that his men were 
fighting against superior numbers. He did not know at the time 
that it was he who outnumbered the Confederates over three to one.

Bowen's fourth brigade, under Colonel Francis M. Cockrell, 
arrived from Grand Gulf about noon and was placed in line along 
Centers Creek to the left of Baldwin. As the Federal advance of
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Hovey and Carr came under the fire of Baldwin's troops, a severe 
ninety minute fight ensued. Bowen then sent two of Cockrell's 
regiments to turn McClernand's right flank, and the Missourians 
overran Colonel James R. Slack's brigade, but they in turn came 
under the fire of Brigadier General Stephen G. Burbridge's bri­ 
gade, which had been brought into the line. Cockrell's Missourian: 
als'o were in the enfiladed fire of Hovey's field pieces.

By now Grant was sending brigade after brigade into the 
Federal lines. The right wing of the Confederate defenses began 
to fail, followed by the collapse of the rest of the line. Bowen 
retreated in good order, resisting until dark, when pursuit ended. 
Accompanied by three brigades, Bowen crossed Bayou Pierre. 
Baldwin's brigade withdrew through Port Gibson and across Little 
Bayou Pierre. The suspension bridges over these streams were 
burned by the Confederate rearguard.

This Union victory at Port Gibson gave Grant the foothold 
on the Mississippi side of the river that terminated a year of 
failures and subsequently led to the capture of Vicksburg, his 
ultimate goal.

9.
The Port .Gibson Reveille, Port Gibson, Mississippi. Civil War

Centennial Edition, Thursday, May 2, 1963. 
The War of Rebellion; A Compilation of the Official Records of

the Union and Confederate Armies. Washington, D. C.:
Government Printing Office, 1889. Series I, Vol. XXIV,
Part I. Pp. 6-690, passim.



Map 5. Battle of Port Gibson; action from 4:30 p.m.. to 5:50. 
Grant had sent in Lagan's division of McPhcrson's corps to 
strengthen McCler?iand's drive. A general attack spearheaded by 
John E. Smith's brigade started at 5 p.m. and resulted in the 
defeat of the Confederate right flank I allowed by the collapse 
of the rest of the line. Bow en retreated in good order, resisting 
until dark, when pursuit ended. Accompanied by three brigades, 
Bowen crossed Bayou Pierre near the railroad bridge; Baldwin's 
brigade withdrew througti Port Gibson and across the Little 
Bayou Pierre. The bridges were burned by tlie Confederate 
rearguard.

Map from: Civil War Times Illustrated. 
Struggle for Vicksburg, the 
tsattles and siege that decided 

»» the Civil War.

Map 6. Battle -of Raymond, May 12, 1S63. The situation Irani 
noon to 1:30 p.m., showing the Confederate attack. On May 11 
Pemberton concluded that-'Grant was merely feinting toward 
Jackson and that his main force* would head for Big Black 
Bridge, east of J'icfislfurg. He wired General John Gregg, at 
Raymond, to strike live -Yankees ' m flank and rear as soon as 
they turned north. II'. //. T. Walker was directed to move his 
brigade from Jackson to ficlp Grcgg.

Early on the 12lh, Gregg's scouts notified him that a small 
enemy force was marching up the I'tica road. Thinking Shut 
this was the "feint" mentioned by I'cmhcrion. Gregg at once 
moved his 3,(UK) men to crush or capture the Yankees. The latter 
actually were the advance elements of Mil'lieison's corj>s. li>/Hk> 
si rung.

('>'('gg deployed a regiment each on tiie Gallatin and I'tita 
roads, holding back a shong rcscn'c. lit <•/;/,\'<;r«/ A'.VJvc'.v 
3-gun battery to <o\'cr the bridge over Fourteen Mile C.icik, 
which at 10 a.m. opened /ire on the Union vanguard as it inured 
dou'n the road toward the creek.
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Map 3. Battle of Port Gibson, May 1, 1863—action from 8:15 
a.m. to 10 a.m. This map portrays McClernand's initial assault 
on Bowen's Confederates deployed across two roads three miles 
west of Port Gibson.

On the plantation road Osterhaus' division gained -tOO yards 
against Tracy's Confederate brigade (Tracy's command had 
made a 44-mile forced march from Vicksburg, during which a 
number of his men had straggled), then was stopped by heavy 
fire and made no additional advance until late in the afternoon.

Tracy was killed early in the engagement, and Col. Isliam 
Garrott assumed command of the brigade.

On the southerly road Benton's and Stone's brigades of Carr's 
division diverged into the ravines while advancing to attack 
Green's brigade of Bow en's division, thus leaving a ga[> in the 
center of Carr's line. McClernand shoved Honey's division into 
this space, and his men worked foru'ard through the tangle of 
canebrake unitl 10 a.m., when they assaulted. After a desperate, 
struggle, Green fell back across Centers Creek.

Map from: Civil War Times Illustrated. Struggle for Vicksbur. 
the battles and siege that decided the Civil
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Map from: Civil War Times Illustrated. ^Struggle for Vicksburg, 
the battles and siege that decided the Civil War.

Map -I. .Rattle of Part Gibson: action from 11 a.m. to -{ p.m. 
Green's withdrawal was covered l>\ Baldwin's brigade of Af. /,. 
Smith's dh'ision. w/iich had just arrived from I'ickshurg; and 
Baldu'in took oi'cr the defense on this road while Green re­ 
organized in rear. Bowen then sent Green to the north Hank 
to assist Carrott.

Bowen's other brigade, Cockrell's, arrived about noon from 
Grand Gulf. Two of his regiments were sent to help Baldwin 
and one to reinforce Garrott. \\'hen, early in the afternoon,

llove\'s and (Parr's troops rame^uitdtj; '.fi'r.e c//•••• Jia/du'in's rein­ 
forced brigade, a sei>ere /ight ensued, u'liich lasted an hour and 
a half. Hoii'en sent two of Cockrell's regiment-, to tarn Mc- 
(llernand's right flank. Cockrell's Missourifitis mauled Slack's 
brigade, but the\ in turn were thwarted by Jiitrbridge'.\ brigade 
of A. J. Smith's division, which McClcrnund had fed into the 
line, and by enfilade fire from four of I/ovey's batteries.

(ohn D. Stevenson's brigade of Logan's division is reinforcing 
McClernand.
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