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NATI t mrL. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Edward A Brackett House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,'>5 08
wor kmanshi p, feeling and associations. [tssignificancelies primarily i nitsunique Mradti
architectural design which Brackett derived hinself from Oson S Fower's 1848 pattern

beok, A FHone For All".  The house was built on a plan consisting of four interlocking

oM. tagons that were-enphasized on the exterior by varied rooflines, epitomzing the ronan-

tic precepts being espoused by pattern book writers i nthe md-19th century. 1Its natural
setting and architectural design remain nearly intact. The house neets criterion Cof

the National Register of Historic Places..

ARH TECTURAL S QN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in ternsof
other buildingswithin the comunity.

The Edward A Brackett ftotise i s an extrenely idiosynchraticexanple of the octagonal house
f.orm espoused by Orson Fowler ip his two pattern books on t hesubject published i n18A8 and
N8"3.  Breekett used t heearlier book which promoted an interlocking wood-frame crib
9onstruction; thesecond book enphasized t heuse of concrete and gravel wall construction.
What nakes the house so unique is itsuse of four interlocking octagons, all wth varied
rooflines, toproduce a highly irregular and picturesque effect. VHen constructed sone-
time between 1850-54, t heBrackett House was sided with vertical board and batten and

y,rbo [ fAN O AAMAMEs at t heoverhanging rooflines. Later, c¢l900, the house was enlarged
with afifth-octagon that served as a shed at thefirst story and a bedroom at t he second;
a verandah was wapped around two el evations, and a stuccoed exterior replaced the ori -

[ITi" 1 A ANTA TR AR R LA Shnne” himself, and are .keeping with both his
ZLAN'TIt] moannn Wnchester's only exanple of an octagon; it achieves at _
arcATINPANESIA-rM2'SAMAANNAN. di4? t o0t sinventive design oK

BISTKii CAL SIOFI CA'teE Explain "the role owpers”pily”" jLoc” .p:" BPMmM Uistsg™ mi> ham ttutB-i cu
building relatesto the devel opnment of the camvnity A f IA Il« siBoifanl :3eixji6e!l eoxrigBi oosp

ai ;1 ANt AAT AT T ARRRRT AN EARARAA! eccentric built t*ii-s uni mJar octagon house i n th|rA*+
PAALTIPALY M A AN inspired by Oson S Fower's pattern book "A Hng "'
V u uur" BMcl ett was Maine-born, and trained as a scul pter in New

Korit. Wen unsuccessful, he noved toBoston andsettled i nWburn. I n 1848, he an
wi f e began assenbling a house | ot in South Whbura, soon to beconme Wnchester. A fe
InZ nf' fArn[AnT AN fAMfd Aith theneed tobuild hisownhouse; andhisneed for econ
| ove of nature, andartist's sensibility all conbined inthechoice of Fower's octa
pl an. Brackett hinmself devel oped theunique plan of interlocking octagons. ii™yJiBll

have built thehouse hinself withtinber sawn onthe Aberj ona. ANy [ mA

Brackett was a n“mantic, andhishouse reflects hispersonal style ( as contenporary
orw Wr'"?"  recommended). Hewasnot only a scul pter but al so a poet, anda i o®er
of wldlife. For 37 years he was an active nmenber of theMassachusetts Fi sh and Gane \

oHoMut*B*rder R H~'H 'AA’ " fieldstoneFish Hatchery not far from his hone,. *
on- Sout h Border Road. He hada commrercial nursery where he raised strawberries, cuc

h,"z z1%t P P PL.P "'OdB fOF raAdiSlgngas@ TR 8.7 dBr aReBEKBYEG | | MHe Ln the ' arj

NN yANNLANp - "ThDAPIAU DA A A AN -S A
KPP MX<AXMNYIHPNPAL. A ¥M>A
9BLIOGRARHY and/or REHERENCES % 'pfpPAr"X ¢, PAL /T NMiAp, M1 -
Chapman, Henry Smith. History of Winchester. Mass. 1Q/Mt. -" = . ANyt NS 3DKIEIT?aH "D

Winchester Sar. March 20, 1908.
Old-Time Nav England Journal of SPNEA, Vol. LXVII, Nos. 3-4, 1977~ illCrows NestlIA'KI/» 2D

ogles' AeriesV , The Octagon Houses of E.A. Brackett and'H.P. Wal”ield."" Ja”"TNewton.
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