
FORM B - BUILDING APR 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BCSTQN, MA 02108 

4 1986 AREA FORh NO. 1 
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Ubob Map ?f / 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black S white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 55-17A 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Cainbridge, Mass 
Town Cambridge MRA 

Address l643 r."assachusetts Ave 

Historic Name The Montrose 

Use: Present_ 

Original_ 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date . 1898 

b u i l d i n g permit Source 

Sty 1 e I t a l i a n Renaissance 

Archicect J-S- Harold 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

NA Outbuildings 

SEE ATTCHED MAP Major alterations (with dates) none 

Recorded by T . Alduino 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Com 

Date 1985 

UTM 19/325370A69^070 
UJGS Quad: Boston South 

Moved no Date NA 

Approx. acreage_ .1969 

Setting Today the northern part of 

Massachusetts Ave.towards Porter 
Square i s largely a commercial 
s t r i p interspersed with a tew wel 
preserved Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival mansions. Cioser to Har-
vard Square, the Avenue is anchor 
by several notable early 20th cen 

(Staple additional sheets here; tury apartment houses, 
including the Montrose, Dunvegan, 

Bay State and the Harvard. 



JlCHIIr'mJR.U SIGNIFICANCE (Describe imjortant _ architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the conmunity.) 

The Montrose i s a s ix story yellow br ick b u i l d i n g , v/hich blends 
wel l w i t h ^ i t s neighbor, the Dunvegan. I t a l i a n Renaissance de ta i l s i n ­
clude a coriper cornice wi th modi l l ions , be l t courses, d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 
window treatments on each story and small c i r c les faced with marble • 
above the center entry. The wooden c lass ica l entry i s arched and sup­
ported by f l u t e d Ionic colum.ns. As such, the Montrose i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
under C r i t e r i o n C. . , . • 

[ISTORICU SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state_ 
history cid how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

•The Montrose, along wi th i t s neighbor the Dunvegan, were the f i r s t 
luxury, French f l a t apartment houses constructed i n Cambridge. Or ig ina l l y , 
the buildings had two uni t s to a f l o o r , each wi th ten rooms.--2Lhe Duttvegan 
also had two-room, "bachelor" apartments. A f t e r the t u rn of the century, 
Massachusetss Avenue's large homesteads increasingly gave way to apartment 
bui ldings and then commercial development, as the t r o l l e y brought_in 
a d i f f e r e n t class of residents . P'or i t s importance . in understanding 
t h i s process of t ransformation along Mass. Ave., the Montrose i s s ig ­
n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A. 

•IBLIOGRAPHy and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lOM - 7/s: 



I N V E ] i r O R Y _ F O R ^ ^ 

MASSAffiUSHTTS HISTaRICAL C ^ i ^ I C N 
S f f i c r o f the Secretary. Boston 

Camtiridge^ Mass. OC 1 
I I I B 2 5 A | 

Property Name: The Montrose | 

Indicate each item on inventory 
form which is being continued belcw. 

Bib l iog raphy /Refe rences 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l C o r r ^ s s i o n . ^ H T Y e y o f ^ r c h i t ^ 
•Ir, n=Tr,Kr-ir^n*=- Volune I , East Cambridge (1965) , ou t o t p r i m : , 
m Cambridge. ^ g j i ^ ^ - ^ ^ - ^ Cambridge (1967) , Cambridge, MA 

vnlnme I I I , Cambr idg¥p5^ t (1971) , CamlDridge, ! ^ 
volume I V . Old CamfcridiF ' ( 19 73) , Cami^ridge, MA 
Volume V, Northwest c i i F r i d g e (1977) , Cambridge, .̂ iA 

Cairbridge H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , Proceedings (1906-Present ) , Cambridge, MA, 

D . A . R . , Winthrop Chapter , An H i s t o r i c a l Guide to Canbridge (1907) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

G i l l m a n , A. ( e d . ) , Cambridge o f E igh teen Hundred and N i n e t y - S i x (1896) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

Paige, L . R . , H i s t o r y o f Cambridge (1877) , Boston, MA.; Supplement 
(19 30) , Boston, MA. 

Rand, C , Cambridge, U.S .A. (1964) , New York , NY. 

R e t t i g , R . 3 . , Guide to Cambridge A r c h i t e c t u r e (1969) , Cambridge, .MA. 

S t i l l m a n , 17.J. ( e d . ) . Poe t i c L o c a l i t i e s o f Caripridge (1876) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

Uoods, R . A . , and Kennedy, A . J . (Warner, e d . ) , _Zone o f Emergence 
(1962) , Cambridge, MA. 

z a i t z e v s k y , C , w i t h the advice o f t h e R e v i e w Commit tee mertlDers, 
The Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Study o f H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
P r o p e r t i e s i n the Environs o f Cambridge, ( A p r i l 1^bJ-uecember 
1984), Cambridge, MA. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 
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National Park Service 
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Continuation sheet Item number 

For NPS ttM (M^ 
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date entered 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MSSACHUy^TTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

181. Memorial Drive Apartments H i s t . Dis t 

/ Date/Signature 

l«t*c.a m ts« ^ ^^^^^^ 
cyKeeper 

l\ 
IfttlMal Eeflate 

national Register 
Attest 

183. Peabody Court Apartments &i-fc«r«d 1» TTtTeeDer 
Bational Register ^ 'weeper 

182. Montrose, The eeper 

Attest 

er 184. Shady H i l l Historic Di s t r i c t /^)Keep 

Attest 

185. Stanstead, The Entwed la tJia 
National Be^Uter 

186. Stickney-Shepard House Enterad iB tfea 
Hational Be«i»t»r 

187. Warren, H. Langford, House Ent«r«d la "UkQ 
National Eegiste: 

188. Withey, S. B., House Eatwr^J 5n t t e 
KatisfM.! Beglster 

/Weper ̂7î ^̂ ^̂ -̂ <-̂ -̂ ^̂ ?̂ ^̂ ^ 

189. Wood, J. A., House Entered In tJw 
National Be^ri.tsr 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Montrose, The (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

0 resubmission 
(m nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
im appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample CU request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Dates 
Date Due 
Action 

•APR 
eg. uaie g.*7*'c»*>  

ue: . r / / , / ^ 

Matlonal Register 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

cn appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes n n o 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify twiow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance /̂n one psr^rap/)^ 

• summary paragraph . * .' 
CD completeness • ' 
CD clarity . I T ' ' 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 

CD context ^ f ^» l»¥ i t ' l 
CD relationship of integrity to significance . 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date . 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs ^ 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed — — Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambri.dp,e MRA 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


