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1471 Stuart

This isolated residence in the Richardsonian Romanesque Style, has an irregular plan
with a large octagonal tower on the southeast corner. Tt is 2% stories with a full
basement with exterior walls of hand-hewn lava. The basic roof shape is a cross gable
with brackets. The tower is three story with an octagonal domed roof, semi-circular
windows with radiating stone voussoirs at the first floor, semi-eliptical windows at
the second with a cornice above, and rectangular windows separated by columns with
acanthus decorated capitals at the attic story. The main entrance is through a large
corner veranda, the roof of which is supported by columns. Theré is a wrought iron
balcony above the veranda on the north facade. A porte-cochere on the north and

a glass enclosed sun porch on the south were added some time after the original house
was built. The interior retains its original details with beautiful woods throughout.

1435 Stuart Street

This 2% story residence with full basement is also influenced by the Romanesque.
Exterior walls are coursed, rusticated stone and the basic roof shape is a cross gable,
The plan is rectangular with a square, hip-roofed tower with finial open at the attic
story, and a 2% story square bay over the entry. Window openings are rectangular,

- some with transom windows above, or round-arched with radiating stone voussoirs. On
the south, five ascending narrow stained glass windows outline the interior stairway.
The entry is through a porch with a round arched entry of large radiating stone
voussoirs. The structure more resembles a church than a residence.

1444 Stuart Street

This residence, is electlc in style. It is square with a shallow, semi-elliptical hip
roofed tower on the northwest corner. There are 2% storiés with a fiill basement.
Exterior walls are coursed stone on the main floor and shlngle-31ded above., The roof
has a unique double cross gable, The main floor window on the front facade is semi-
circular with radiating stone voussoirs. On the south is a three-panel rectangular
unit with panels separated by stone columns. There is a large four-part rectangular
window at the second story front with multi-paned upper sashes. Windows in the

gabled attic are multi-partite with round arched openings. The main entry is through
a semi-elliptical encircling porch which at some time was screened in, making it
difficult to distinguish the featurés of that portion of the first floor front facade.

P LI

1389 Stuart

This residence is basically Queen Anne in style but with great originality of detail.
It is a 2% story sfructure square with a full basement., The first floor masonry has
been obscured by sticco. The rest of the exterior is covered by fish scale shingles.
The design is complex with a combination of" bdys, unusial windows and a dramatic
multi-planed roofline. The south half of the front facade is a two story bay with
rectangular windows, a decorative panel above the second story and a gable with
decorative shingles on the face and with console brackets. The other half of the
front facade is occupied by the entry porch under a flared shed roof. The opening
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1389 Stuart Street

1390 Stuart Street

1435 Stuart Street

1444 Stuart Street

1471 Stuart Street

William P. Loving, Ada Westlake Loving
1389 Stuart Street
Denver, Colorado 80204

H. Arlena Wood
1390 Stuart Street
Denver, Colorado 80204

Edwin G. Anderson, III
1435 Stuart Street
Denver, Colorado 80204

Baldenar A.Y. Lindquist
1722 S. Sandlily: Drive
Golden, Colorado 80401

Neurological Surgery Limited, P.C.
1471 Stuart Street
Denver, Colorado 80204
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
These homes are the original structures from a small, but unique development off
.of Denver's West Colfax Avenue. The five homes are those left of the six built by
one developer along both sides of Stuart Street from the southeast and southwest
corners of l4th Avenue to a little south of Colfax. The homes were all built in
1890 and 1891 and designed by Denver's most popular and prolific architectural firm,
that of William Lang and Marshall Pugh. The significance of the structures lies in
their outstanding and original architecture, their connection with the developer
Ralph Voorhees, and in the history of the owners. These homes stood by themselves
for many years. Small bungalows , probably built in the 1920's, a small 1950's
apartment and commercial structures along Colfax gradually filled in the block. These
structures are not of the quality or significance of the original five Victorians,

Ruth Weiberg's book Rediscovering Northwest Denver, written in 1976, devotes part of
a chapter to the West Colfax development. Her research is summarized here.

The West Colfax subdivision, which consisted only of six blocks, was platted in 1891
by Mr. Ralph Voorhees. Voorhees considered this area the perfect spot for pure air
and an excellent view of the mountains, the two assets dearly desired by all early
Denverites.

Ralph Voorhees came to Denver.in 1872. He worked first as a ticket agent for the
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. He also was a valued member of the volunteer fire
department. In thosé days when the men pulled the carts, and speed and strength
were essential, Voorhees, who held the record in New York for the 800 yard dash, was
a welcome addition.

Voorhees married in 1885, and he and Mr, Voorhees had four children. He became a very
successful real estate man and was a member of the Colorado legislature. In this
capacity he introduced a. bill to establish _Flag Day in Colorado on June l4th, and
became dubbed the father of Flag Day. He was one of the founders of Colorado Woman's
College. 1In large part he financed the building of the West Colfax, or Larimer
Street, trestle, so that the west section of the Denver suburbs might have cable car
service, :

Voorhees built six homes in the area, His own"was the luxurious stone palace at 1471
Stuart Street were his family lived until 1935 and which has been kept in excellent
condition by follow:mg owners.

The rusticated stone home at 1435 Stuart once had a garden which adjoined the Voorhees'
garden. It was home for many years to the Prank I, Smith family, who raised six
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children there. One of the sons, Paul, married Ferne Whiteman, who was a fine vocalist
and sister of Paul Whiteman, the jazz king who grew up in Denver.

The large stone and shingle house at 1444 Stuart Street was occupied by the widow of
Mike Spangler. Spangler had been sheriff of huge Arapahoe County. He was elected in
1879 and re-elected at the end of his term. Probably one of the most exciting incidences
of his career was when he and his deputies stopped a riot against the terrified residents
of Denver's Chinatown. Bigotry was strong against the Chinese, and a mob had gathered
because of the erroneous rumor of the murder of a whiteman by a Chinaman.

Following his terms as sheriff, Mike Spangler became vice-president of the Union National
Bank and he and his wife had an elegant home at 10th and Pennsylvania., Mrs. Spangler, as
a widow, moved to the West Colfax and Stuart residence to be near her sister, who was
Mrs. Ralph Voorhees.

The home at 1389 was occupied by Dr. Geral Bliss and his second wife for all of their
married life, both dying in 1945. Dr. Bliss was a Civil War veteran and had been a member
of the honor guard over Lincoln's casket. He had gone to South Dakota where he practiced
medicine for many years before retiring and moving to Colorado. He lived nearly fifty years
after his retirement and was 99 years old when he died.

The house at 1390 Stuart was home for many years to Miss Elizabeth McNulty, a teacher at
nearby Glen Park School and her two aunts. At another time it was the home of Recady Keneham,
an Irishman who was active in Colorado politics and served as State Treasurer and Auditor.

These five homes, and a sixth which once stood at the corner of Colfax and Stuart, were all
designed by the firm of Lang and Pugh., These architects designed homes all over Denver, many
for developers such as Ralph Voorhees., Homes by the firm are all different, with delightful,
rich design and detailing. Lang, the spirit of the firm, shows knowledge of all the trends in
the architecture of his day, but never copies his models. Instead, he begins with a style and
then mixes, adds, or creates new details. Homes by Lang, and his partner Pugh, are the most
exuburant and electric in Denver. The five homes along Stuart Street are each entirely
different and yet each uniquely Lang., Their proximity to each other and their variety form
one of the best study groups for Lang in the city.

The homes have all been designated Denver landmarks,
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Quad Name: Fort Logan Quad Scale: 1:24,000

1471 Stuart 13 - 496350 - 4398660
1435 Stuart 13 - 496350 — 4398620
1444 Stuart 13 — 496390 - 4398660
1389 Stuart 13 - 496350 - 4398490
1390 Stuart 13 - 496390 - 4398490

1471 Stuart L 39-43 inc . & S 4' L 44 Bl 4,W. Colfax Sub.
1435 Stuart L32-34 inc, Bl 4, W. Colfax Sub.
1444 Stuart L 10-14 inc, Bl 3, W. Colfax Sub.
1389 Stuart L 46-48 inc, B1 5, W. Colfax Sub.

1390 Stuart L 1-4 inc, Bl 6, W. Colfax Sub.
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