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1. NAME
Mills-Stebbins Villa
AND/OR HrSTORIC:
Same

{2. j.OCAT10ON "

STREET ANQ NUMBER:

3 Crescent Hill
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Springfield Second
STATE cope COUNTY:
Massachusetts 025 Hampden
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
fChec*  One)
District g Building Public Public Acquisition: f5 Occupied
Site Q  Structure S  Privote In Process \' | Unoccupied
Object Both | 1 Being Considered

in progress

PRESENT USE CChec* One or More as /lppropri‘ale)

I 1 Agricultural

1 1 Government Pork [31 Tronsportotion
1 | Commercial I 1 Industrial Privote Residence Other (Specify)
1 | Educationol Military | 1 Religious
( 1 Entertainment [ ) Museum [ I Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

Mr. Ransom gpllare®

STREET AND NUMBER:

3 Crescent Hill

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Springfield
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,

M assachusetts

REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Hanpden Co. Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

51 Elm Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Springfield Massachusetts

HAN VItEARIJINTATION m EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Commonwea

DATE OF SURVEY: 1973 Federol n State
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston Massachusetts

) .
I | Preservotion worl<

ar 15 1943

CODE

013

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

Restricted
Unrestricted

H No
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025
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[7 DESCRtPTION

(Check Oneg;
Excellent . Good [ogr] Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
\A Altered . Unaltered U] Moved A Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Mills-StebbinsVilla i slocated at no. 3 Crescent Hill, a private

way connecting Pine and Maple Streets, on a | ot of irregular outline
comprising about one half acre. The Villa i sabrick structure and was
originally covered with mastic, probably i n imtation of masonry. This
is now gone, though all thedecorative wood and stone trim remains. The
plan i scharacteristic of thefinest houses i ntheltalian Villa style
and i shighly asymmetrical, evolving from a shall ow-gabled, two-story,
central block.

The elevation of theEast or principal front i s marked by a massing of
architectural forms calculated to produce an irregular silhouette and
picturesque effect. The nbst promnent element i sthetower, rising

hi gh above therest of thestructure and modelled somewhat after a
fifteenth century Italian campanille. | ti srelieved by casement wi ndows
in thesecond story with oculi placed directly above them and term nates
in an arched and balustraded brick loggia with overhanging eaves and a
bracketed cornice. n thefirst story, thetower contains thebuilding's
mai n entrance, a round arched doorway, approached by a | owflight of
stone steps, and trimmed i nrusticated stone. | ti sprotected by an
arcuated hood with pendant finials; thehood roof serves as a bal cony

and i scapped with a wooden balustrade. To thesouth of thetower, the
facade recedes i nsuccesive steps, thefinal one being a service wng
added c. 1900. An oriel w ndow projecting fromthesecond story of the
main bl ock and a small, triangular, wooden bay, angled i nunder the eaves
of theservicewing, arethenpst notable features of an otherwise plain
fenestration. To thenorth, a jigsaw cut fence and brackets ornament a
wooden, one-story piazza occupying theangle between thetower and t he
facade;, above this, i nthesecond story, i sa single casenent w ndow.

The North front conprises theformal rooms of t hehouse and i s distin-
guished by a centered brick bow, one story high, with three evenly
spaced, full-length casements. Atop thebow i sa balcony trimed with
a classical balustrade. 1 nthesecond story, a pair of round arched
openings are centered over thebow both arehung with double casenents
giving access tothebalcony. The North elevation i scapped with a
sharply nol ded pediment and a dentil cornice which extends around t he
main building block.

The West front of theVilla i sstepped i nthree distinct sections, the
southernnmost being a two-story nursery wing added i nthe early 1900's.
Architectural treatment of this side includes a stone balustraded

closure i nthenorthernmost angle, opposite t hewooden oorch of the

East front. The central block here contains bedrooms and a library. | t
is pedimented and conposed, like theNorth front, with apair of round
arched wi ndows at second story level opening on t oa balcony. The bal cony
rests on a hood with arcuated trim belowthis i sa full |ength casement
opening out from the library.

cont.
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6. Representation i nExisting Surveys cont .
Hi storic American Buildings Survey,
Depository; Library of Congress, Washington, D G
Massachusetts No. 973
7, Description-Physical Appearance cont. Mills-Stebbins Villa, Sprngfld., M

The original South front had a sinple elevation, two bays w de andtwo
stories high with a pedi mental roof cap. Later additions totheeast and west
have partially enclosed this desigrv and it now fornms t hecentral elenent of
atripartite arrangement with projecting end oavillions ( west and

east c¢. 1900). A wooden access porch occupies t he space between these
projections.

The interior of the Villa i si npoor but original condition. For many
years its vacant condition was a lure tovandals, but t hepresent owners

have undertaken a |ong and painstaking restoration. I nthefuturethe
three story hanging, circular staircase, and theformal roons with finely
carved marble fireplaces and decorative olasterwork will be restoredto

their original magnificent condition. The exterior of theVilla has
al ready undergone considerable inprovenent and t helandscaoing of the
grounds conprises open lawns, a small pine grove, two huge, ol d beech
trees, as well as various, scattered plantings. The variety of natural
forms found on thegrounds i sa foil tothevariation of formand
picturesque quality of theVilla, itself.
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S. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Galumbian . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century n 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S!| (-//Appl/icable anc/Knoivn; 1849-51, C. 1900, C. 1920
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal | 1 Education Political I 1 Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric | | Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- . Other fSpecify;
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention Q Science
rS] Architecture I | Landscape [31 Sculpture
Art Architecture 1 1 Socio! Human-
I 1 Commerce [ I Literature itarian
[ I Communications . Military Theater
I | Conservation Music Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mills-StebbinsVilla i stheoldest and finest exanple of the

Italian Villa style i nSpringfield, Massachusetts, and has been

described by Henry Russell Hitchcock as "one of thefinest nineteenth
century houses i nAmerica."” The building was constructed i n1849-1851
from designs by Henry A Sykes of Suffield, Connecticut. The

architect of many outstanding buildings i nwestern Massachusetts,

Sykes apprenticed with thenoted builder Chauncy Shepard of Springfield and
nost probably worked with Isaac Danon of Northanpton and with [thiel Town
and A J. Davis of New Haven. The Mills-Stebbins Villa was designed i n
the mddle of Sykes short career (hedied i n1859 at t heage of 49) and
is undoubtedly his best work.

The first owner of thehouse, John Mills, was a promnent Springfield
attorney; he served as State Treasurer and was vice-presidential
candidate on theFree Soil Ticket. Following Mills' death i n 1861,
John B. Stebbins acquired t hehouse. A successful banker and merchant,
Stebbins held a nunber of local political offices and was also a

State Representative. | naddition, Stebbins owned extensive tracts

of real estate i nSpringfield and played a major role i nt hedevel opnent
of thesuburban areas of thecity during thelate nineteenth century-
The Villa remained i ntheStebbins famly until 1962.

The site of theM Ils-StebbinsVilla i salso locally significant, since
it was i nthis area that many promnent Springfield famlies choseto
build their homes. The house i sset at thetopof theridge which once
separated t heworking-class South End from Maple Street Hill, the
affluent suburbia of nineteenth century Springfield.



9. MR B BLI ORAPH CAL REFEREINCES

Henry Russell Hitchcock, Architectureof theNineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries, Second ed,. Penguin Books, Baltimore, 1963.
, Springfield Architecture 1800-1900, 1934.
Juliette Tom inson, Ten Fanmous Houses of Springfield, Connecticut Valley
Historical Miseum Springfield, 1952.

GeA3RAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES L«.TITUnF. ANDLONGIT-JDE COORDINATES

DEFINING ARECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THti Ctr"T"R POINT OFA PKOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LON GI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
W 42 05 41" 72 ° 34' 32.5"
NE
SE
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY: Under 1 acre
ILIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES
COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
COUNTY: H
70
Il. FORM PREPARED BY c
NAME ANDTITLE: Polly Rettig, Historian for theMss. Hist. Gonm and
LC ouJ. vCcy
ORG ANl ZATI ON DATE
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion Feb. 20, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street f6171 727-8470
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston 02108 Massachusetts 025
\n. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CtRTtPICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERtFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it hasbeen
evaluated according tothec-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register,

level of significance of this nominationis: ABB (01 a-Cc'elffre???)?
tional ~ State - Local Professional Services™
bite OCT 15 193
ATTEST:

Davoren, Secretary of the

Commonweal th and Chai rman of t he
Title

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Dat e Date

GPO 931-894
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1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE  (Aaalfntd by NPS
Mills-Stebbins Villa Same

2. LOCATION

«TATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Hampden Springfield

STREBT AND NUMBER

3 Crescent Hill

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE [ Wilson DATE SCALE

Springfield Planning Dept. January, 1973 1"=50"'

RCOUINCMENTS: PROPERTV BOUI«OARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROWi
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932.010
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40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470

August 23, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N W
Washington, D C 20240

Attention: Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED NAI L
Dear Jerry:
Encl osed are the National Register nomnations for:

Springfield, Stebbins Villa;
Lincol n, Daniel Brooks House. ,

Iliese have been declared eligibleforsubmssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion, the State Review Board, and have been signed

by the Secretary of the Commonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman of

the Massachusetts Historical Conmission and designated State Preservation
Officer.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R Amradon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE
Date Entered ~CT 15193

Nare Location

Aulgqecy Grssdte Hallway
Korff>I\t County

Also Notified . .
ftPCe Vintoric PrASfsrvftMon Offi<"-«r

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy
JICT;, TGMiat® W. Bxrc'cc

Kon. .T:eflti A. Bdc?r; Chalrirn'?, Ifpflshchueetta Htetorlcal
BOQ, tklward P. i'olaod Coirrilsslon

40 Eaacor. Street
Director, Northeast Region Boston, Kassachuaetts 02103

AR MMott 10/25/73



