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Hampden Co. Registry of Deeds 
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51 Elm S t r e e t 
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Springfield 
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Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwea 
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Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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40 Beacon S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston Massachusetts '—^' 
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The Mills-Stebbins V i l l a i s located at no. 3 Crescent H i l l , a private 
way connecting Pine and Maple Streets, on a l o t of irregular outline 
comprising about one half acre. The V i l l a i s a brick structure and was 
o r i g i n a l l y covered with mastic, probably i n i m i t a t i o n of masonry. This 
i s now gone, though a l l the decorative wood and stone t r i m remains. The 
plan i s characteristic of the fine s t houses i n the I t a l i a n V i l l a style 
and i s highly asymmetrical, evolving from a shallow-gabled, two-story, 
central block. 

The elevation of the East or p r i n c i p a l f r o n t i s marked by a massing of 
arch i t e c t u r a l forms calculated'to produce an irregular silhouette and 
picturesque e f f e c t . The most prominent element i s the tower, r i s i n g 
high above the rest of the structure and modelled somewhat aft e r a 
f i f t e e n t h century I t a l i a n campanille. I t i s relieved by casement windows 
i n the second story with o c u l i placed d i r e c t l y above them and terminates 
i n an arched and balustraded brick loggia with overhanging eaves and a 
bracketed cornice. On the f i r s t story, the tower contains the building's 
main entrance, a round arched doorway, approached by a low f l i g h t of 
stone steps, and trimmed i n rusticated stone. I t i s protected by an 
arcuated hood with pendant f i n i a l s ; the hood roof serves as a balcony 
and i s capped with a wooden balustrade. To the south of the tower, the 
facade recedes i n succesive steps, the f i n a l one being a service wing 
added c. 1900. An o r i e l window projecting from the second story of the 
main block and a small, triangular, wooden bay, angled i n under the eaves 
of the service wing, are the most notable features of an otherwise plain 
fenestration. To the north, a jigsaw cut fence and brackets ornament a 
wooden, one-story piazza occupying the angle between the tower and the 
facade; above t h i s , i n the second story, i s a single casement window. 

The North front comprises the formal rooms of the house and i s d i s t i n ­
guished by a centered brick bow, one story high, with three evenly 
spaced, f u l l - l e n g t h casements. Atop the bow i s a balcony trimmed with 
a cl a s s i c a l balustrade. In the second story, a pair of round arched 
openings are centered over the bow; both are hung with double casements 
giving access to the balcony. The North elevation i s capped with a 
sharply molded pediment and a d e n t i l cornice which extends around the 
main building block. 

The West fro n t of the V i l l a i s stepped i n three d i s t i n c t sections, the 
southernmost being a two-story nursery wing added i n the early 1900's. 
Architectural treatment of t h i s side includes a stone balustraded 
closure i n the northernmost angle, opposite the wooden oorch of the 
East f r o n t . The central block here contains bedrooms and a l i b r a r y . I t 
i s pedimented and composed, l i k e the North f r o n t , with a pair of round 
arched windows at second story level opening on to a balcony. The balcony 
rests on a hood with arcuated tr i m ; below t h i s i s a f u l l length casement 
opening out from the l i b r a r y . 

cont. 
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6. Representation i n Existing Surveys cont. 

Historic American Buildings Survey, 
Depository; Library of Congress, Washington, D. C, 

Massachusetts No. 973 

7, Description-Physical Appearance cont. Mills-Stebbins V i l l a , Sprngfld., Ma 

The o r i g i n a l South front had a simple elevation, two bays wide and two 
stories high with a pedimental roof cap. Later additions to the east and west 
have p a r t i a l l y enclosed t h i s desigrv and i t now forms the central element of 
a t r i p a r t i t e arrangement with projecting end oa v i l l i o n s ( west and 
east c. 1900). A wooden access porch occupies the space between these 
projections. 

The i n t e r i o r of the V i l l a i s i n poor but o r i g i n a l condition. For many 
years i t s vacant condition was a lure to vandals, but the present owners 
have undertaken a long and painstaking restoration. In the future the 
three story hanging, c i r c u l a r staircase, and the formal rooms with f i n e l y 
carved marble fireplaces and decorative olasterwork w i l l be restored to 
th e i r o r i g i n a l magnificent condition. The exterior of the V i l l a has 
already undergone considerable improvement and the landscaoing of the 
grounds comprises open lawns, a small pine grove, two huge, old beech 
trees, as well as various, scattered plantings. The variety of natural 
forms found on the grounds i s a f o i l to the var i a t i o n of form and 
picturesque quality of the V i l l a , i t s e l f . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Mills-Stebbins V i l l a i s the oldest and f i n e s t example of the 
I t a l i a n V i l l a style i n Springfield, Massachusetts, and has been 
described by Henry Russell Hitchcock as "one of the fi n e s t nineteenth 
century houses i n America." The building was constructed i n 1849-1851 
from designs by Henry A. Sykes of S u f f i e l d , Connecticut. The 
architect of many outstanding buildings i n western Massachusetts, 
Sykes apprenticed with the noted builder Chauncy Shepard of Springfield and 
most probably worked with Isaac Damon of Northampton and with I t h i e l Town 
and A. J. Davis of New Haven. The Mills-Stebbins V i l l a was designed i n 
the middle of Sykes short career (he died i n 1859 at the age of 49) and 
is undoubtedly his best work. 

The f i r s t owner of the house, John M i l l s , was a prominent Springfield 
attorney; he served as State Treasurer and was vice-presidential 
candidate on the Free S o i l Ticket. Following M i l l s ' death i n 1861, 
John B. Stebbins acquired the house. A successful banker and merchant, 
Stebbins held a number of loc a l p o l i t i c a l offices and was also a 
State Representative. In addition, Stebbins owned extensive t r a c t s 
of r e a l estate i n Springfield and played a major role i n the development 
of the suburban areas of the c i t y during the late nineteenth century-
The V i l l a remained i n the Stebbins family u n t i l 1962. 

The s i t e of the Mills-Stebbins V i l l a i s also l o c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , since 
i t was i n t h i s area that many prominent Springfield families chose to 
bu i l d t h e i r homes. The house i s set at the top of the ridge which once 
separated the working-class South End from Maple Street H i l l , the 
affluent suburbia of nineteenth century Springfield. 
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Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission Feb. 20, 1973 
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Boston 02108 
\ n . STATE LIAISON OFFICER CtRTtPlCATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

tionaL ^ State • Local • 

Davoren, Secretary of the 
Commonwealth and Chairman of the 
Title 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERtFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

ABB 001 a-c'e'Iffre???)? 
Professional Services''* 

D j t e OCT 1 5 1973 
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Date 
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(617) 727-8470 40 Beacon Street 

August 23, 1973 

National Register of Hist o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry: 

Enclosed are the National Register nominations f o r : 

Springfield, Stebbins V i l l a ; 
Lincoln, Daniel Brooks House. , 

lliese have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed 
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of 
the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated State Preservation 
Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth R. Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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