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1. Name

higoric ~ Wilieatleigh

Se

and/or common

2. Location
Wes Hawthorne Road

street & number

Stockbridge ~A .»,.

city, town vicinity of congressional district

dae Massachusetts code 025 county  Berkshire

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture

A building(s) private unoccupied X commercial
structure both work in progress educational
site Public Acquisition Accessible N entertainment
object in process X yes: restricted government

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial

no military

4. Owner of Property
nane A David Wisgal ™ Florence Brooks-Dunay

street & number V€St Hawt hor ne Road
aty, tomn  Stockbridge vidnity of

5. Location of Legal Description

couthouse, regidry of desds eéc. Central Berkshire Registry of Deads

State

42 \eendal | Avenue

street & number

dty,tomn  Pittsfield

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
tite of the Coinmonwedth

federal

1979

date

depogdtory for arvey records . Massachusetts Historical Commisson

Boston

city, town

X. state

For HCRS use only
received

date entered

ARG 182

not for publication

First

code 003

museum
park

X private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

Massachusetts

state Massachusetts 01201

has this property been determined elegible? .yes X_no

county local

dae Massachusetts 02108



7. Description STOCKBRIDGE: Whestlelgh, Wed Havthome Road

Condition Check one Check one

excel | ent det eriorat ed unal t er ed X origina site
X good ruins Xaltered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Wheat | eigh i s located i nthe northeast comer of the town of Stockbridge, placing it roughly
in the center of the Berkshire Hills. Originally conprised of 250 acres, this [ate nine-
teenth century estate included a formal 33-roommai nhouse, four greenhouses, awater tower,
a tencar garage with tw apartments above, a superintendents house, anice house, ahay and
carriage bam and three gatehouses. Additionally, the grounds were planned as aprivate
park and were |andscaped with azal eas, rhododendrons, and nountain |aurel. Today,

Mhheat | eigh 1 s reduced to anextent of 22 acres which include only the mai n house and the
wat er tower (see attached naps for a conparison of the bounds).

The nost promnent feature of the Wheatleigh Estate i s the mai n house which occupies a

pl ateau of wooded hills affording a conmandi ng view of the nearby Stockbridge Bow (Lake
Maheenac) and the surrounding countryside. Designed in 1893 by the Boston Firm of Peabody
and Steans, Wieatleigh i s anearly and very fine exanple of an "American Renai ssance"
Italian villa, a type which becan® popular for large estates at the turn of the century.

It issymetrically designed with a U shaped pl an consisting of acentral bl ock extended
lateral Iy by hyphens and end pavilion and to the rear (east) by a bedroomw ng onthe north

and a loggia and sunmer house onthe south. It isconstructed of buff Fonanbrick |aid
up i nFemshbond and i strinmed with terra cotta both supplied by the Sa)(erV[lle.QJa_rry
and Terra Cotta . Wth the exceptionof the onestory hyphens andloggia, it rises

two stories to overhanging |lowpitched, slate covered hip roofs.

The mai n bl ock of the facadev(west, facing the Stockbridge BOV\I? I s seven bays long and i s
divided horizontally by a heavy terra cotta belt course which also serves asthe sill for

the second story windows. At thefirst story, the three mddle bays contain round arches
carried by paired Tuscan col ums; the arches have nol ded archivolts, scrolled keystones, and
coffered soffits. Recessed within each arch are doubl e doors headed by arched, gl azed
transons. The four outer bays contain arched openings of asmaller-scale. All seven bays

of the second story contain nearly square w ndow openings with nol ded, splayed lintels. A
tiled terrace, approached by three marble steps which are guarded by |ions ranpant, extends
the Ien?th of the main block. Theterrace i spartly enclosed by two projecting quatrast?gle
tenple tronts onraised casements which flank the central block and nask t he h%phens; t he
southerly element has been enclosed to formabar. Theend pavilions resune the two story
hei ght and first floor w ndow treatnent of the main block and contain recessed, arcaded

bal conies at the second floor.

The garden el evation (east) i snore |oosely planned and |ess ri(TJidIy symetrical thanthe
O facade. The main bl ock i s organized around aprojecting central porch, called"curtained
vestibule"on early plans. At the first floor it I senclosed and containsthree arched
openi ngs; the flanking ones are narrower and glazed. This i s covered by a decorative gl ass
and iron canopy supported onaterra cotta balustrade. The second floor forns anopen |oggia
supported by paired Tuscan col unms with arched openings behind. Tothe north isapairo
el ongated stained glass stair wndows with arched transons. To the south i s apalladian
wndovf at the first story and apair of standard sized wndows with arched transons at the
second storﬁ. This elevation i s approached by acircular drive with anelaborate marble foun-
tainwith shell, leaf, and dolphin notifs at its center.
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The other structure on the grounds dating fromthe 1890's i s the octagonal water tower. This

rises 100" i nthree stages froma |low masonry base t oa shallowy pitched roof.

The first
stage i s constructed of ashlar blocks and contains t he entry which consists of a nol ded

architrave, pulvinated frieze, and triangular pedinment on scrolled brackets. The second
stage rises three stories fromawde belt course. | tiswood frame construction with clap-
board sheathing and quoin corner blocks. An octagonal clock i s centered inthis stage

and near its topis a balustrade supported on heavy carved brackets. The third stagei s
a cupola with arched |owered openings.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning X landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ~C-architecture education military N(.sociall
1700-1799 X art engineering music humanitarian
X_i1300-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry _ _ politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
r — ; — : Architect: Pedbody * Srearns of Boston
Specificdates Early 1893-18 Builder/Architect Builder: Cutting 8 Bi.shop of Worcester

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Wheat | ei gh possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, andworkmanship as
wel | as associations with the devel opnent of the Stockbridge/Lenox portions of the Berkshires
as a 19th century sunmer resort.

Attracted by: literary? and intellectual figures |ike Hawt horne, HoMes, Longfellow, Melville,
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher and Fanny Kenbl e, the new American Society of the nineteenth century
devel oped rural seats inimtation of those inEngland i nthe Berkshires. By 18380, thirty-
five maj or mansions were built and by 1900 their nunber had increased t o seventy-five
causing Lenox and Stockbridge to be nicknanmed the Inland Newport. Shadowbrook, Erskin Park,
and now EH mCourt "a magnificent ruin" have passed from existence; of the largest estates
Bel i efontaine, Blantyre, and Weatleigh remain of the Guilded Age. I n additionto its
historic associations, Weatleigh is architecturally significant as anearly and very fine
exanpl e of an "Anerican Renai ssance" Italian Villa designed by the promnent Boston firmof
Peabody 8 Steans. Thus, Weatleigh neets criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places.

Henry Harvey ook of New York purchased 250 acres of undevel oped |and from G deon Northrop
Smith for $S)000in 1892. He then proceeded t odevel op a magnificent country estate which
he naned Weatleigh after the ancestral estate of the Gook fam |y at Weat!l ey, Engl and.

This estate includes a 33-room mai n house, four greenhouses, a water tower, a ten car garage
with apartments above, a superintendent's house, an ice house, a hay and carriage bam

and three gatehouses as well as formally | andscaped gronds.

HH ook had been responsible for the constructionof the branch of the Erie Railroad
running from Binghanton t o Com ng, New York. He projected the Buffal o, New York and

Com ng Road and was President, and Director of several banks and corporations includingthe
Bank of Bath, the National Bank of North America, and the American Surety Gonpany. Having
accumul ated his fortune i nrailroading and banking, M, Gook becane well known both here and
abroad as an art collector who had gathered nany val uabl e pai ntings and statues. Uon his
death, he left many of his treasures t othe Metropolitan Miseumof Art.

The Boston architectural firm of Peabody 8 Stearns was chosen t odesign the estate and its
grounds along with the Wrcester constructionfirm of Cutting and Bi shop. The architects,
Robert Swai n Peabody and John Goddard St eans net as draftsmen inthe firm of Ware and
VanBrunt and worked as partners from 1870-1917. Their success together has been attributed
largley tothe fusionof their disparate talents, Peabody, who had formal Beaux-Arts train-
ing, was responsible for initial design and approval of their conm ssions, which were then
fleshed out by staff. Steans, with formal engineering training, supervised constiiaction.
During their first decade, the firmworked i nawde variety of nineteenth century styles
whi ch they began t o abandon during the second decade t oconcentrate on the Renai ssance Re-
vival. Notable works by the firminclude twobuildingsfor the Boston Stock Exchange (1888
and 1908), the Boston QustomHouse Tower (1913) and the Worcester City Hall (1898).



9. Major Bibliographical References

a WIson, Rchard Guy School of Architecture, University of Virginia
b. Union ™ Republican Newspaper of Springfield 7/18/43p, 287/ 349
c. NewYork Tines 10/10/05 7 12/13/46 e. Lenox Library
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominate%q(r)cagB};iage 2 acres

Quadrangle name Quadranglshcale 1-29000

UMT References
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Verba boundary description and justification Beginning at the Northwest corner of ,the parcel being
conveyed, it being further identified as follows: said point of beginning is on a course of South
630 16' East 66.00 feet from the center of square brick gate post located on the south side of first
entrance dri\/e north of Main Entrance drive and Gate House, also on a course of North 22° 54' East

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 4
state kil AN code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namenitle CANdace Jenkins, Registration Director W Florence Brooks-Dunay, Weat !l eigh

organization Massachusetts Historical Commssion date  SEptember 1981

street & number 224 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

. Boston Massachusetts 02108
Clty or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forthU>y the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson 3N 7/ 2-

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Beginning their work on \Weat!eigh i n 1893, Peabody and St eans wote t hefol | owing about
what inspired them

"Slight tentative sketches i nvarious styles were nade when this house was first
tal ked of, but all interested agreed that the broad surfaces and horizontal [ines
found inanltalian Villa were best suited tothe beautiful rolling country and
the shores of the |ake where the house was t o be placed. The first sketchinthis
character was suggested by a hurried note nade froma railroad station inltaly

of acertainhillside villa., The first sketch thus produced was scarcely departed
from and the executed work resenbles it."

The house was highly esteened i nits own tine and was publishedi nthe Arerican Architect
Bui | ding News, International Edition, Vol. #76, dated April 5, 1902, p. 6, with seven photo-
graphs, and a nunber of sketches, and a fewyears later i nthe sane magazine. Vol . #32, dated
Cctober 1912, p. 360. Charles MKimof the New York firm of MKim Mead \hite, and a

| eader of the American Renai ssance, heavily praised the house tofriends, andinaletterto
Edith Wharton written i n 1897, hewote "it i s one of the nost successful exanples of the
Italian Villa type . . . adapted to nodemuses." Peabody was the main designer of the house
and was assisted by Julius Schweinfurth, a noted renderer of theday.

HH ook died on Cctober 10, 1905, |eaving four daughters. He bequeathed each an annual

i ncone of $15,000 for sixyears and at t heend of that tine each was t oreceive two and a
half million dollars incash ($2,500,000.00). | naddition, their husbands and children

were liberally providedfor. To his daughter, Georgie Bruce, wife "of Carlos de Heredi a,

M. ook bequeathed his country seat, Weatleigh i n Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Ceorgie

B -uce ook married Carlos de Heredia, nobleman with the title of count on February 4, 1891.
He was a native of Quba, educated i n France and Engl and and was a neniber of the Lenox C ub,
the Lenox Horticultural Society, and the Mahkeenac Boat Club. 1 n1921, Ms. Carlos de

Heredi a donated the use of the formal gardens at Weatleigh for sunset services by the
Trinity Church of Lenox. These vespers i nthe formal gardens becane a tradition which |asted
for 24 years. Many distinguished persons attended. Ms. de Heredia was generous to nany
institutions and she usually gave anonymously. She contributed tothe building of the Misic
Shed at Tangl ewood and hel ped found the Berkshire Festival.

Wen the Countess died on Decenber 13, 1946, her twonieces inherited the entire estate which
they immediately sold toaretired real estate dealer fromcChicago, a M. Joseph Lutske. He
purchased the estate for $70,000 on June 10, 1949 and the following nonth sold the mai n house
plus 21 acres t othe Boston Synphony Orchestra for $25,000 keeping the remainder for an invest-
ment (this included the water tower as well as the main house. The tower was one of the
tallest i nthe Berkshireswhen constructed. |[Its water was punped from Indian Springs, aZ20-
acre |illy pond located on the property. |t has been known as the "Poodle Tower" for Ms. de
Heredia buried her dogs there). The retained possession unitl Novenber 13, 1957 when it

was sold t oPhilip Barber. The current owners acquiredthe property i n1976 and use it as an
inn and restaurant.
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VEHRBAL BANDARY CESCR PTITON

72.00 feet from a square brick colum north of main entrance drive and at t hesouth end

of abrick wall which extends tofirst nentioned reference point; thence North 85° 19

East 241.25 feet t oa stake; thence South 68° 07' East 233.20 feet t oa stake thence south

86° 30" East 369.00 feet toa stake; thence South 5° 37" st 306 feet toa stake; thence
South 26° 53" Wst 200 feet t oa stake; thence South 10 07" Vst 606 feet t oa stake;, thence
South 74° 07" West 340 feet toa stake; thence north 37 13" Vst 745-85 feet t oa stake;
thence North 0° 17' East 381 feet t oa stake, thence South 87 18 East 118.80 feet t 0o a stake;
thence North 11° 24' East 298.5 feet tothe place of beginning. Containing 21 1/4 acres of

|l and be t he sane nore or |less. The courses used are magnetic as of 1949.

The above prem ses are shown on a plan entitled "Land i n Stockbridge, Massachusetts
surveyed i nJune 1949, Scale 1 inch equals 100 feet, EG Pease, Engineer, Lee,

Massachusetts, Area 21 1/4 acres," recorded with Berkshire Mddle District Registry of
Deeds i n Book 417B, page 37.
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STATE MASSACHUETTS

Date En

Name

jWheatleigh

Man Street Historic District

Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas
Honorable Silvio O. Conte
Honorabl e Edward P. Bol and

Mi d- Atlantic Regional Office,
North Atlantic Regional Office,

tered

NPS
NPS

Notified

APRIL 6, 1982

Location

Stockbridge vicinity
Berkshire County

Vebst er
Wor cester County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Conraiission

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, pleasecall theNational Register at (202) 272-3504



