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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE_____________________________________

The three-story, "L"-shaped plan, stucco and cast stone .Mediterranean Revival Sty1 
structure located at 1133 Fourth Street was built as the Broadway or El Vernona 
Apartments between 1925 and 1926. Designed by architect Dwight James Baum for 
developer Owen Burns, the apartment complex opened in March of 1926 and offered t 
furnished" apartments. 2 Arranged around an entrance courtyard located at the souti 
corner of the site, the El Vernona Apartments offered a view of the Sarasota Bay 
marking the northern gateway of the Broadway development. The entrance'block was 
topped by an open octagonal tower with barrel tiled polygonal roof. The roofline 
-of the end pavilions located at the south and northeast elevations consisted of a 
pair of projecting gable-end structures whiqh flanked an' open mirador. The skylin 
of the north elevation is pierced-by a square plan tower with a crenallated parapc- 
surround. The-entrance to the apartment complex was located at the apex of the 
triangularly-shaped entrance courtyard and was surrounded by an elaborate cast stt 
frontispiece flanked by pilasters and an enframement with cartouche impost blocks. 
Above-the trabeated, recessed double-leaved entrance door, the pedimented frontis­ 
piece was flanked by pilasters and an enframement with cartouche impost blocks. 7 1 
the trabeated, recessed double-leaved" "entrance door, the pedimented frontispiece 
was pierced by a~ French-idoored balcony projection topped by an arched pediment w;i i, 
festooned tympanum and ornamental cast stone urns. The original metal casement 
windows were arranged in sets of two and varied in size from two-leaved, ten-light 
casement configurations to single six-light forms to small four-light windows whi' 
flank the frontispiece at the second floor of the entrance block. All of the 
original windows are intact. Elaborate original fire escapes decorated with wroug 
iron scrolls and sigmoid brackets still exist at the south, west, north and north­ 
east elevations. The wrought iron fire escapes are painted white and were origina 
painted a light color to complement the golden stucco facade. The El Vernona 
Apartments are remarkable for the architectural integrity of the building and 
site and continue to be used as the Belle Haven Apartments.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 1133 Fourth Street, the three-story, stucco and cast stone, Mediterrane. 
Revival Style structure was designed by Dwight James Baum for Owen Burns and 
opened as the El Vernona or Broadway Apartments in March of 1926. Constructed of 
reinforced concrete and hollow tile, the L-shaped, 55-room structure offered twentr 
furnished apartments. The apartment complex was arranged around an entrance 
courtyard located at the southeast corner of the site. The entrance block was 
topped by an open octagonal tower with a barrel tiled polygonal roof. The recesse= 
trabeated, multi-light paneled entrance door was set within an elaborate frontis­ 
piece enframement which was a tinted cast stone element in imitation of stone. 
Recessed square panels surrounded the entrance which was flanked by ornate pilastc 
and ornate impost blocks set with cartouches with foliated enframements. Above 

^the entrance door the pedimented frontispiece was pierced by a French-doored 
balcony projection with an enframement of pilasters and console brackets, topped 
by the arched pediment with festooned tympanum and ornamental cast stone urns.
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The end pavilions located at the south and east elevations were marked at the 
roofline by a pair of projecting gable ends which flanked a central mirador. 
Tiled scuppers pierced the gable ends, and the gabled end projections rested on 
massive laminated exterior beams and brackets which are repainted red. At the 
center of the northeast and south elevation end pavilions appear original metal 
fire escapes. Set on delicate wrought iron sigmoid brackets, the utilitarian 
•fire escapes are further decorated with* wrought iron scrolls and sigmoid embel­ 
lishments. The original fire, escapes are painted white and were originally 
painted a light color to complement the golden-tinted stucco facade. Original 
fire escapes are also located at the north and west elevations. The north 
elevation roofline is characterized by the appearance of a square-planned tower 
projection topped by a crenellated parapet. The original metal casement windows 
are extant. Window forms include two-leaved, ten-light metal casement windows, 
as well as six-light single-leaf windows and a pair of four-light windows 
located at the side of the entrance frontispiece balcony projection.

Located-on a site overlooking the Sarasota Bay, the Broadway Apartments offered 
furnished apartments. The smaller apartments consisted of "a living room and 
dining room combination, kitchenette, tile bath and bedroom with twin beds." 7 
The larger apartments with similar layouts provided two additional bedrooms. 
Each kitchen was fully-equipped and, "Linens, silverware, hot and cold water, 
steam heat, maid service and -ian-itor "service," were provided by the management. 8 
The El Vernona ̂ Apartments continue in operation as apartments and are known 
currently as the Belle flaven Apartments^- " -....
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The three-story, "L"-shaped plan, stucco and cast stone Mediterranean Revival buildi 
located at 1133 Fourth Street was designed by Dwight James Baum as the Broadway or 
_E1 Vernona Apartments. 9 The reinforced concrete and hollow-tile construction comple 
was built by Ricketts and Haworth, Dwned by the Burns Realty Company and opened for 
occupancy in March of 1926.10 The construction, permit was issued for the complex b^- 
the end of October 1925 and construction materials were received by the contracting 
firm by December of the same year. 11"12 By March of 1926 the: 55-room complex of tw.e 
furnished apartments was ready for occupancy and the total cost of the complex was 
$250,000. 13 The site of the apartment complex overlooking Sarasota Bay, marked the 
northern gateway of the Broadway Development, which included the El Vernona Hotel, 
the Burns .Realty complex and" the new headquarters of the Sarasota Times newspaper. 
The Broadway -development was spearheade_d by Mr. Owen Burns who commissioned the 
architect Dwight James Baum to design the hotel, offices and apartment for his devel 
ment. The area was well-planned and unified by the selection of the Mediterranean 
Revival Style for all new buildings. 14 In addition to the Broadway buildings, the 
architect Dwight James Baum designed the Ca d'Zan for John Ringling, and the Sarasoi 
County Courthouse (MRNS #10). The Broadway or El Vernona Apartments are significan* 
for architectural design and associations with the nationally-renowned architect 
Dwight James Baum and the locally significant developer, Owen Burns. The Broadway 
Apartment is the most architecturally intact Baum-designed buliding in Sarasota. 
The building continues to be used as an apartment complex.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located at 1133 Fourth Street, the three-story, "L"-shaped plan, stucco and cast st 
Mediterranean Revival building was completed in March 1926 as the Broadway or El 
Vernona Apartments. 1 ^ Designed by architect Dwight James Baum, the reinforced cone 
and hollow-tile building was constructed by the firm of Ricketts & Haworth and owne- 
by the Burns Realty Company. 16 "17 In October of 1925 it was estimated that the 
furnished apartment building would be ready for occupancy by December 1, 1925. 18 
By the end of October the Broadway Development Company had been issued a building 
permit for the erection of the Broadway Apartments which were located at 10th Street 
and "El Vernona Avenue."19 By December the .construction firm of Ricketts & Haworth 
had received several boxcars of gravel and cement for the construction of both the 
Broadway Apartments and the Sarasota Times Building (MRNS #36). 20 The 55-room 
apartment complex which offered twenty furnished apartments was finally opened for 
occupancy in March of 1926 and completed at a cost of $250,000. 21
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The site of the Broadway Apartments was the northernmost project which was completed 
in the Central Broadway area and marked the northern gateway of the development of 
Broadway which included the Burns Realty Office (MRNS #32), the El Vernona Hotel 
(MRNS #33) and the Sarasota Times Building (MRNS #36). The development was 
spearheaded by Owen Burns who had secured the holdings of J. Hamilton Gillespie 
prior to World War I and commissioned the prominent New York architect Dwight James 
Baum to design buildings in the "Spanish Renaissance" mode for the Broadway 
development. 22 The office of Owen Burns, the Burns Realty Company, was located 
on Broadway (North Tamiami Trail, U.S. 41. Please refer to MRNS #32).

The architect of record, Dwight James Baum, designed the Broadway buildings for 
Owen Burns: the Burns Realty Company, the El Vernona Hotel, the El Vernona 
Apartments and the Sarasota Times Building for L. D. Reagin. 23 Mr. Baum, who 
graduated from the University of Syracuse in Architecture in 1909, worked for 
.various firms in New York prior to opening his own firm by 1914. 24 Having studied 
the Spanish Colonial and Mission Revival architecture executed by California 
architects in the "teens," Mr. Baum designed buildings in- the Mediterranan Revival 
Style using materials he had studied in southern California: heavy stucco walls, 
handhewn distressed wood, wrought iron balconies and window grilles and red tiled 
roofs. 25 In addition to the Broadway development, Mr. Baum designed the Ca'd'Zan 
for John Ringling, the Sarasota^County Courthouse (MRNS #10), and various residen­ 
tial buildings for other Owen Burns development sites. -Mr. Baum had an architec­ 
tural office in the Burns-Realty complex qn. Broadway by, 1927*-1928. 26 Following 
the collapse-of the real estate market.in Sarasota, Mr. Baura worked as a consultant 
for the Good Housekeeping Magazine. 27 Mr. Baum died in 1939. 28

The Broadway District provided a hotel, apartment house, office complex and the 
headquarters of the Sarasota Times newspaper. An aerial photograph taken circa 
1935 (please refer to photograph in MRNS #20) shows the extent of the Broadway., 
development which was carefully-planned and unified by the use of the Mediterranean 
Revival Style structures designed by one architect. Further development of the ' 
area was arrested by the collapse of the real estate market and the national 
Depression. By 1935 no further development had occurred in the area.

The Broadway or El Vernona Apartments were furnished apartments which afforded a 
view of the Sarasota Bay. The apartment complex was symmetrically massed around a 
central courtyard, located at the southeast corner of the L-shaped plan. The 
entrance block was topped by a polygonal open tower, and the end pavilions were 
designed with paired, gable-ended rooflines flanking gabled miradors. The 
apartment complex is the most architecturally intact building designed by Baum 
in the City of Sarasota. The ornate wrought iron fire escapes are original to 
the structure and are extant. The Broadway Apartments are clearly eligible for 
inclusion on the National Register, based on architectural design, architectural 
integirty, associations with the nationally-renowend architect Dwight James Baum, 
and the locally significant developer, Owen Burns.
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