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1. Name 

historic Turner H i l l 

and/or common LaSalette Seminary 3 Shrine 

2. Location 

street & number 7,1 c; T n p g f i R1 H p 

city, town I p s w i c h 

hot for publication 

vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county 
Essex 

code 
009 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object A^n in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Missionaries of our Lady of LaSalette Corp. 

street & number 515 Topsf ie ld Road 

city, town Ipswich, vicinity of state MA 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Courthouse Register o f Deeds 

street & number 32 Federal Street 

city, town Salem, 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
state Massacliusetts 

title Inventory of the Historic Assets of 
the Commonwealth 

has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date 1980 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commisison 

city, town 294 Washington Street Boston, state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
good ruins altered moved date AjA' 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Turner H i l l , the mansion house built by Charles G. and Anne P. Rice in Ipswich, Massachusetts, 
was begun in 1900 and largely completed by 1903, although work continued on i t until 1910. 
I t stands in the hilly, wooded section of West Ipswich between the southern slope of Turner 
H i l l and the northem side of Topsfield Road. I t was constructed on land the Rices had 
purchased from various owners during the 1890's. In addition to the main house there were 
originally fourteen other buildings comprising the estate. The architect of Turner H i l l , 
William G. Rantoul, travelled to Europe with the Rices just before the turn of the century 
in order to select an overall design as well as interior details and furnishings for the 
house. Although the final design selected for the house was simpler than that shown in a ca. 
1899 drawing by Rantoul, i t is nonetheless a monumental dwelling inspired, apparently, by the 
Elizabethan and Jacobean style English country houses seen by the Rices during their travels. 
The building's H-plan, with a service wing on the east, represents a plan popular during 
England's Elizabethan and Jacobean periods. In addition, the Flemish gables topped by 
classical pediments which terminate each arm. of the H seen to show the influence of Jacobean 
architecture which sought to adapt the Elizabethan style to continental Renaissance influ­
ences. Turner Hills mullioned windows and panelled brick chimneys also look to the Eliza­
bethan for their origin. 

Turner H i l l is sited on a low rise overlooking two ponds to the south and is surrounded 
by the landscaped gardens and lawns which were carefully designed by Rantoul to complement 
the structure itself. The ponds, dug by hand and lined with boulders, were used for swimming j 
in the summer and skating in the winter. They are joined by a canal which has an arched | 
field stone bridge across i t . The formal gardens to the south, or garden front of the 
house include arbor terraces, divided into four sections, which have eight large arbor 
vitae. Below these is a rose garden in which roses, in beds of various shapes, surround a 
large marble fountain. Next to the rose garden are further terraces the brick and field­
stone walls of which are bordered with apple espaliers growings like vines. Clinging to the 
high garden walls above the apples are wisteria and enonymous vines. The gardens also 
display grape vine hedges. 

Turner H i l l is constructed of brick with stone detailing. I t is two stories in height with 
an attic, which functions as a third story, beneath a rather steeply pitched roof. The main, 
east-west, portion of the house is framed by two pedimented Flemish cross gables which run 
north-south and give i t its H-configuration. A lower, secondary gable, also pedimented, 
marks the mid-point of the central portion on the south facade. A two story service wing 
continues the line of the house to the east beyond the H and terminates in another gable. 

The wall treatment on the exterior of Turner H i l l is consistently straighforward with l i t t l e 
to break the wall plain except for the windows, the string course which divides the f i r s t 
from the second story throughout the building, an occasional projecting window l i n t e l , and 
decorative bridge panels within the field of each main cross gable. Fenestration in both 
the f i r s t and the second stories is placed at frequent intervals and consists largely of 
mullioned windows of two, three, or four units each. Window placement is often, though 
by no means always, symmetrical from one story to the other. Four shed-roofed dormers, 
two with three windows each in the main part of the house and two with two windows in the 
service wing, break out from the south slope of the roof. There are three such dormers in 
the north slope. Eight panelled brick chimneys, with from one to four stacks each, rise from 
the roof of Turner H i l l . 

) 
Access to the south, or garden, facade of Turner H i l l is from a formal forecourt enclosed 
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being circulated upstairs. This system u t i l i z e d considerably more coal than would have 
been the case i f ordinary cellar air had been used. There were thermostats in each room 
for individual temperature control. The house originally had gas lighting but was con­
verted to el e c t r i c i t y in 1915. 

In May, 1945, Tumer H i l l was purchased by the LaSalette Missionaries who have succeeded 
in maintaining the house and the formal garden very much as they were in 1903. 
In addition, they have continued to maintain most of the fourteen original outbuildings. 
Numbers 6,9, 11, and 13 on the attached 1941 map have been demolished; number 3 has 
been replaced by a church. The remainder are in excellent condition, and are 
described below: 

Number One is the mansion house already described. Number two is the garage next 
to i t which was used for visitor's cars. The pool and bath house, on the h i l l 
near the greenhouse were number 3; these were replaced i n 1955 by a large church 
which is a brick structure seating 1200 persons (photo #3). The butler's dwelling (#4) 
(photo #4) is on the main road near the small pond and was b u i l t at the same time as 
the mansion house. Its f i r s t occupant was Robert Dunlop arid his family. His wife was 
parlor maid for Mrs. Rice. After they moved i n 1922, Mr. and Mrs. Joe LeBlanc were 
the occupants; they stayed u n t i l 1945. Built on the same plan as the coachman's : I. 
dwelling(#10 Photo #8)this is a two story structure with seven rooms, and one f i r e 
place. I t is presently used as a home for retarded adults. A small two room • 
(one on each floor) addition was made i n 1966. 

The H i l l garage #5) is in close proximity to the butler's cottage. Plans 
were submitted on November 21, 1906, and i t was b u i l t the following year. 
Mr. Rice's cars were kept downstairs i n the t i l e d garage while the 
f i r s t chauffeur occupied the apartment above. The structure has four garage 
doors at the f i r s t floor; there are five rooms upstairs. The engineer's 
dwelling ( #6-razed i n 1971) was called thus because Hulbert, the engineer 
of the estate, lived there when he f i r s t started working. Later i t was 
occupied by the second and t h i r d chauffeurs. I t was a wooden house near 
the main entrance and was the only building standing on the property when the 
Rices bought i t . 

The gardner's dwelling(#7-Photo#6)was b u i l t in 1918. I t was occupied for many 
years by George and Mary Booth. I t is a five room house located on the h i l l above 
the mansion house. It is used as a guest house today and is still in the same y 
condition. Plans for the H i l l Stable (photo #6,7) were submitted by Putnam and 
Cox on May 1, 1907 but were never used. The existing stable was probably b u i l t the 
following year; i t is b u i l t on an H-plan. (#8) 

HDrses were kept in the front two wings, where there was room for 24 animals. 
I f there were more, they were stabled at the farm barn. The back wing on the l e f t 
was used to store hay; there was also a xinc enclosed room for grain storage. A 
few stable men lived in the right rear wing. The center was used for washing and 
and exercising the horses. This building has since been converted to a summer 
camp. The carriage house ( #9-razed in 1977) was next to the stable. The 
plans for this are dated July, 1909. The architect was Mr. Bishop. 
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The coachman's dwelling(#10-Photo#8)is located below the carriage house and stable 
on what was known as Stable Avenue. I t is b u i l t on the same plan as the butler's 
house ( #4). A four room (two up and two down) e l l was added in 1966. 
The ice house ( #ll-razed 1976) stood in back of the H i l l Garage. I t took 
about eight hundred tons of ice tn keep the mansion and various houses supplied 
during the summer months. The ice • on the pond was sawed into blocks and sent 
down a chute to the ice house where i t was packed in sawdust and hay. The garage 
(_ #12) is a t i n structure which was used for storing lawn mowers and lawn 
tools. The employees' garage ( #14) was b u i l t in 1927 as the last building 
on the estate. I t had fourteen stalls and was necessitated by the fact that many 
of the day help liad purchased automobiles. I t is i n good condition today and is 
used for storage. 

A greenhouse ( #13-since razed) was b u i l t i n 1918 near the gardner's house. 
A l l of the original outbuildings are considered to contribute to the character of 
the estate landscape. 

Scenic beauty has always been an integral part of the estate. The terraces were 
originally planned oy W.G. Rantoul and are much the same today. The arbor terraces, 
divided into four sections have eight large cedar trees. lo'rmeri/ the terrace had 
been open and flowers formed a border around them. Below these i s the rose garden. 
In earlier years, pink roses encircled the large marble fountain in the center. The 
rest of the roses were white. The walls i n the gardens are of brick and f i e l d stone. 
Next to the rose garden are more terraces \̂ ^̂ ose walls are bordered with apple 
espaliers. This type of hedge i s of Frencn origin and can be very decorative i f 
kept well trimmed. There are also grape vine hedges. Apple trees grow like vines 
up the high walls of the terraces. In the center of the l a t t e r terrace was a large 
bird cage in which were kept some goden pheasants and a few rabbits. There were 
tftco large peacocks which used to roam around these terraces but they were bothered 
by che dogs so Mrs. Rice had to get r i d of them. 

The ponds are fed by natural springs. Iflaen the property was.landscaped, a labor 
force was hired to dig out both ponds by. hand. They hauled everything away by 
horse and cart. The ponds themselves are in the shape of an eyeglass, as they are 
joined by a canal. The smaller pond was for the, swans. The larger pond was used for 
swimming and boating on the Friday outings for the children The swans were kept in 
the shed near the greenhouse for the winter. The stone bridge across the canal 
was bu i l t by Theodore Molinari, an Ita l i a n from East Boston. He was a f i r s t class 
mason. In addition to the bridge, he l a i d the stairs leading to the greenhouse. Pie 
made the f i e l d stone gutters along most of the roads on the property. His principle 
task was to repair any winter damage to the stone wall that runs the length of the 
estate along Topsfield Road. He also b u i l t the stone camp on L i t t l e Tumer. 

The rhodoendrons are well acclimated to New England. They were planted as l i t t l e 
shoots after the tum of the century. The two English Hawthornes show the wear 
of old age; they are on the terraces near the back porch. The towering pine trees 
are the result of excellent grafting many years ago. Four or five were planted to­
gether, resulting in their present appearance. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
160&-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 

. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1900-03 Builder/Architect William G. Rantoul 

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Turner H i l l possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship, and 
was considered a significant architectural achievement at the time of its construction judging 
from the fact that the October, 1903 issue of Architectural Review was devoted almost entirely 
to twenty-four photographs of "A Country House in Massachusetts; William G. Rantoul, Architect.' 
Depicted are the f i r s t floor plan, several exterior and interior views, and the gardens of 
Tumer H i l l . Indeed Tumer H i l l and its surroundings, which are remarkable for having been 
preserved so nearly intact, have both architectural and social significance. The house is one 
of the fev7 remaining intact examples of a type being built on tlie North Shore of Boston, and 
elsewhere, around the tum of the twen.tieth century. Typically the wealthy ovmers sought to 
em.ulate, and to import in so far as possible, European architectural styles, decorative de­
tailing and workmanship, as well as fumishings. Although the Eliaabethai and Jacobean exterior 
elements of an English country house became rather diluted in the transfer to Tumer H i l l , 
i t is s t i l l clear what the Rices- were reaching for in their instructions to architect Rantoul. 
The interior of the house, likewise, clearly shows how important i t was to them to incorporate 
much that they had seen in Europe, particularly in England and in Italy. Tumer H i l l stands 
both as a monument to superb workmanship and as a statement of a way of l i f e with specific 
social ideals. Thus Tumer H i l l meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Turner H i l l was built for Charles Greenough and Anne Proctor Rice. Mr. Rice was bom in 
Boston on December 10, 1866. He was treasurer of his father's firm in Boston, the N.W. 
Rice Company, which inported hides and sheepskins from South America. Later, he became 
president of the U.S. Smelting, Refinery and Mining Company of Boston. In October 1890, 
he married Anne Proctor who was bom in Peabody on September 18, 1869. 

They f i r s t lived in Hamilton before moving to the 700 acre estate they had been assembling 
in Ipswich. At that time they visited Europe, especially England and Italy, and while 
there, purchased some of the fumishings and fittings for the mansion house they were 
planning. They were accompanied by William G. Rantoul, who they had chosen as architect, 
so that he could gather ideas for design of the house and it s grounds. Constmction 
on the mansion house began in 1900 and was complete in 1903 and was con^^lete in 1903. 
Work on the outbuildings and grounds was continued through the 1920's. 

i'i 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

The nominated property begins at the main entrance, so designated by the sign "LaSalette 
National Shrine § Seminary." I t goes west along Topsfield Road 550' to a d i r t road, north 

back of said pond, behind the formal garden approximately 800' to the large pond, around the 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies ( c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t ) 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title 
Anne Booth, Consultant with Rev. Robert Ippolito Treasurer, Missionaries of La­

Salette 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date 1980 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470 

city or town Boston 2- Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b^jthe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director date 

For HCRS use only 
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date ii/u/rt. 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I {^Keeper of the National Registel 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 
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to the hardtop road, around the rear of the church to the parking lot. I t continues 
down the back road, around the rear of the former stable, down the h i l l to the rear 
entrance to the property. I t continues west on Topsfield Rd. to the main entrance. 

The present 100 acres form the core of the original 700 acre estate and represent 
the current ownershop parcel. 



/f>^W/CH <9f H/7M/LTON, M/fS£>. 

5c/fL£ /'-zoo' /?^/^A:OK. 



•in 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S onit.d«i-t..D«p.rtm«nt.fth.int«rtor 
Substantive Hevlew N.tion.i P.A ŝ rvic. 
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December 4, 1980 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

P a t r i c i a Weslowski 
State P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
29^ Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

R E C L - ; V E D 

DEC -

1 . . / CO' AIJ]. 

Dear Ms. Weslowski, 

The Ipswich H i s t o r i c a l Commission has directed me to 
express to you the unanimous approval of the Commission f o r the nomina­
t i o n of the LaSalette Seminary to the National Register. 

The p r i n c i p a l buildings which made up the former Rice Estate are 
a part of the r i c h and varied a r c h i t e c t u r a l heritage of our Town. The 
Commission believes that the present owners, the LaSalette Fathers and 
Brothers,have been sensitive to the q u a l i t y of the ornate brick turn-of-
the- century mansion and of i t s l a v i s h l y decorated i n t e r i o r s and accord­
ing l y have always expended great care on i t s maintenance and restoration. 

We are pleased that the property's significance w i l l be recognized 
by a nomination to the National Register. 

Yours sincerely, 

J ' 
" John F. Conley, Chr. 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE irjTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE irjTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
TIME OF C A L U 

AM 
PM 

1. CALL |V] TO; [H FROM (NmaiB) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. it naeded) 

MA 
3. S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T NO. . E T C . 

TUWMA W\\\ - (jLAscA/ 
4. D E T A I L S OP DISCUSSIO^ 

J aAa& Wx cxhoA il^Too CUAJU) ' j-^uMjjLc, 

^-^{^ 'dw iL^ atj^i^ QAtcd, (XcAjia^e. 

N A M E O F P / E R S O N P L A C I N C / R E C E I V I N S C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 
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COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Off ice of the Secretary of State ^ 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

August 31, 1982 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Keeper 
National Park Service 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
600 Arch Street 
Room 9310 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

Enclosed are several National Register forms: 
Salem: Rufus Choate House (local) new submission - Tliis has been voted eligible 
by tlie State Review Board;' tlie ô mer supports nomination. 

Boyalston: Deacon Cypriaii Keyes House/Barlin Acres (local) resubmission -
additional photos liave been included. 

Concord: Wieeler-Mcrriam House (local) resubmission - Wc have added a boundary 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n . 

^^_^pswich-Tumer H i l l (state) - resubmission - pliotos and descriptions of out­
buildings have been added as well as a bomdary j u s t i f i c a t i o n . 

Please l e t me know i f you liave aiiy questions. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Je^ik^hs 
Registration Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 
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Turner H i l l 
315 Topsfield Road 
Ipswich, MA 

The owner was o r i g i n a l l y n o t i f i e d of MHC's int e n t to nominate on 11/7/80, and 
responded i n favor on 12/15/80, as did town o f f i c i a l s . 

The State Review Board considered the nomination on 12/10/80, and voted 
unanimously i n favor. 

The nomination was submitted to the National Register on 12/12/80; i t was 
returned to MHC on 2/13/81. 

Ownership was v e r i f i e d on 11/21/81, and the ov.-ner was r e n o t i f i e d of MHC's 
intent to nominate on 12/14/81. No response was received. 


