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1. Name
historic Turner Hill
and/or common LaSalette Semnary 3 Shrine
2. Location
street & number 71 ¢ TnpgfiRIHp hot for publication
city, town Ipswich vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 oy ESSX wode O
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object A™n in process X vyes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane M ssi onaries of our Lady of LaSal ette Corp.
street & number 515 Topsfield Road
city, town I pswich, vicinity of state MA

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Courthouse Register of Deeds
street & number 32 Federal Street

Salem,

city, town date Massacliusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric Assets of
t he Gormonweal t h

dae 1980 federal dae county loca

title has this property been determined elegible? yes X no

deposgitory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commisison

city, town 294 Washington Street Boston, dae M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered original site
good rui ns altered nmoved date AA
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

Turner Hill, the mansion house built by Charles G and Anne P Rce in |pswch, Massachusetts,
was begun in 1900 and largely conpleted by 1903, although work continued on it until 1910.

It stands inthe hilly, wooded section of Vst |psw ch between the southern slope of Turner
Hill and the northemside of Topsfield Road. [t was constructed on |land the R ces had
purchased from various owlers during the 1890's. In additionto the main house there were
originally fourteen other buildings conprising the estate. The architect of Turner Hill,
WlliamG Rantoul, travelled to Europe with the Rces just before the turn of the century

in order to select an overall design as well| as interior details and furnishingsfor the
house. Although the final design selected for the house was sinpler than that shown ina ca
1899 drawing by Rantoul, it is nonetheless a nonunental dwelling inspired, apparently, by the
El i zabet han and Jacobean style English country houses seen by the R ces duri ng their travels.
The building's Hplan, with a service wing on the east, represents a plan popul ar during

Engl and' s El i zabet han and Jacobean periods. 1In add|t|on the Fl emsh gabl es topped by
classical pedinents which termnate each am of theH seento showthe Influence of Jacobean
architecture which sought to adapt the Elizabethan style to continental Renai ssance influ-
ences. Turner Hills mullioned wndows and panelled brick chimeys also look to the Eliza-
bethan for their origin.

Turner Hill issited on a low rise overlooking two ponds to the south and is surrounded

by the |andscaped gardens and |awns which were careful |y designed by Rantoul to conpl enent
the structureitself. The ponds, dug by hand and |ined with boul ders, were used for swnmng
in the sunmer and skating inthe winter. They are joinedby a canal which has an arched
field stone bridge across it. The formal gardens to the south, or garden front of the
house include arbor terraces, dividedinto four sections, which have ei ght |arge arbor
vitae. Belowthese is a rose garden i nwhich roses, inbeds of various shapes, surround a
large marble fountain. Next to the rose garden are further terraces the brick and field-
stone wal | s of which are bordered with apple espaliers growings |ike vines. Cingingto the
high garden wal | s above the apples are wisteria and enonynous vines. The gardens al so

di splay grape vine hedges.

Turner Hill is constructed of brick with stone detailing. | tistw stories inheightwth
an attic, which functions as a third story, beneath a rather steeply pitched roof. The main,
east-west, portionof the house is franed by two |oedi mented Fl em sh cross gabl es which run
north-south and give i t its H-configuration. ower, secondary gable, also pedinented,
nmarks the md-point of the central portionon the south facade. A two story service w ng
continues the [ine of the house to the east beyond the H and termnates in another gable.

The wal | treatment on the exterior of Turner Hill is consistentlystraighforwardwith [ittle
to break the wal |l plain except for the windows, the string course which divides the first
from the second story throughout the building, an occasional projecting wndowlintel, and
decorative bridge panels within the field of each main cross gable. Fenestration in both
the first and the second stories is placed at frequent intervals and consistslargely of

mul ['ioned wi ndows of two, three, or four units each. Wndowplacenent is often, though

by no neans al ways, symetrical fromone story to the other. Four shed-roofed dorners,

two with three wndows each i nthe main part of the house and two with two w ndows in the
service wi ng, break out from the south slope of the roof. There are three such dornersin
the north slope. Eight panelled brick chimeys, with fromone to four stacks each, rise from
the roof of Turner Hill.

Access to the south, or garden, facade of Turner Hill is froma formal forecourt enclosed
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being circulated upstairs. This systemutilized considerably nore coal than woul d have
been the case i f ordinary cellar air had been used. There were thernostats in each room
for individual tenperature control. The house originally had gas |ighting but was con-
verted toelectricity i n1915.

In May, 1945 Tumer Hill was purchased by the LaSalette M ssionaries who have succeeded
in maintaining the house and the formal garden very nuch as they were in 1903.

In addition, they have continued t omaintain nost of the fourteen original outhbuildings.
Nunbers 6,9, 11, and 13 on the attached 1941 nap have been denvolished; nunber 3 has
been replaced by a church. The remainder arein excellent condition, and are
described bel ow

Nurber Qne i s the mansi on house al ready described. MNunber twois the garage next

to i t which was used for visitor's cars. The pool andbath house, onthe hill

near the greenhouse were nunber 3; these were replaced i n 1955 by a | arge church
which is abrick structure seating 1200 persons (photo #3). The butler's dwelling (#4)
(photo #4) is on the main road near the small pond and was built at the sane time as
the mansion house. [Itsfirst occupant was Robert Dunlop arid his famly. Hi swife was
parlor maid for Ms. Rice. After they noved i n 1922, M. and Ms. Joe LeBlanc were
the occupants; they stayed until 1945. Built on the sane plan as the coachnan's : |
dwel I i ng(#10 Photo #8)this is atwo story structure with seven roons, and one fire
place. | tispresentlyused as a hone for retarded adults. A small two roome

(one on each floor) addition was nade i n 1966.

The Hill garage #5) i sinclose proximtyto the butler's cottage. Plans
were submtted on Novenber 21, 1906, and i t was built the followi ng year.

M. Rice's cars were kept downstairs inthe tiled garage while t he

first chauffeur occupied the apartment above. The structure has four garage
doors at thefirst floor; there arefive roons upstairs. The engineer's

dwel ling ( #6-razed i n 1971) was called thus because Hul bert, the engineer
of the estate, lived there when he first started working. Later it was
occupied by the second and third chauffeurs. | twas a wooden house near

the main entrance and was the only building standing on the property when t he
Rices bought it .

The gardner's dwelling(#7-Photo#6)was built in 1918. | twas occupied for nany

years by George and Mary Booth. It is afive roomhouse |ocated onthe hill above
the mansi on house. It i susedas a guest house today andisstill inthesane
condition. Plans for the Hill Stable (photo #6,7) were submtted by Putnamand

Gox on May 1, 1907 but were never used. The existing stable was probably builtthe
following year; it isbuilt onanHplan. (#8)

HDrses were kept inthe front twow ngs, where there was roomfor 24 animals.

I[f there were nore, they were stabled at the farmbarn. The back wing on the left
was used t ostore hay, there was also a xinc enclosed roomfor grain storage. A
few stablenen lived inthe right rear wng. The center was used for washing and
and exercising the horses. This building has since been converted t oa sunmer
canp. The carriage house ( #9-razed i n 1977) was next tothe stable. The
plans for this aredated July, 1909. The architect was M. Bishop.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3%) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the interior

National Park Service MEf NPS use onty~~R
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form 4stecH9(ered
Qontinuation sheet XxHmPT- Hil |l [temnunber - Page "

The coachman's dwel | i ng(#10-Photo#8)is |ocated bel ow the carriage house and stable

on what was known as Stable Avenue. [t is built on the sane plan as the butler's
house ( #4). A four room (two up and two down) el | vas added i n 1966.
The ice house ( #11-razed 1976) stood in back of the Hill Garage. |t took

about eight hundred tons of ice tn keep the mansion and various houses supplied
during the sunmer nonths. The ice +on the pond was sawed into blocks and sent
down a chute to the ice house where it was packed i n sawdust and hay. The garage

C #12) is a tinstructurewhich was used for storinglawn nowers and |awn

tools. The enployees' garage ( #14) was built in 1927 as the last building
on the estate. | thad fourteen stalls and was necessitated by the fact that nany
of the day help liad purchased automobiles. |tis ingood conditiontoday and is

used for storage.

A greenhouse ( #13-since razed) was built in 1918 near the gardner's house.
Al'l of the original outbuildings are considered to contributeto the character of
the estate |andscape.

Sceni ¢ beauty has always been an integral part of the estate. The terraces were
originally planned oy WG Rantoul and are nuch the sane today. The arbor terraces,
divided into four sections have eight large cedar trees. [o'rmeri/ the terrace had
been open and flowers forned a border around them Belowthese i s the rose garden.
In earlier years, pink roses encircledthe large nmarble fountaininthe center. The
rest of the roses were white. The walls inthe gardens are of brick and field stone.
Next to the rose garden are nore terraces \"osewal|ls are bordered with apple
espaliers. This type of hedge i s of Frencn origin and can be very decorativei f
kept well trimmed. There are also grape vine hedges. Apple trees grow |ike vines
up the high walls of the terraces. Inthe center of the latter terrace was a large
bird cage i nwhich were kept sone goden pheasants and a few rabbits. There were
tftco | arge peacocks which used to roamaround these terraces but they were bothered
by che dogs so Ms. Rice had to get ridof them

The ponds are fed by natural springs. Iflaen the property was.|andscaped, a |abor
force was hiredto dig out both ponds by. hand. They haul ed everything anay by

horse and cart. The ponds thenselves are in the shape of an eyeglass, as they are
joined by a canal. The smaller pond was for the, swans. The |arger pond was used for
swnmmng and boating on the Friday outings for the children The swans were kept in
the shed near the greenhouse for the winter. The stone bridge across the canal

was built by Theodore Molinari, an Italian from East Boston. H was a first class
nmason. Inadditionto the bridge, he laid the stairs |eading to the greenhouse. He
nade the field stone gutters along most of the roads on the property. H's principle
task was to repair any winter danage to the stone wall that runs the length of the
estate along Topsfield Road. H also built the stone canp on Little Tumer.

The rhodoendrons are wel | acclimated to Nw England. They were planted as little
shoots after the tum of the century. The two English Hawt hornes show the wear

of ol d age; they are on the terraces near the back porch. The towering pine trees
are the result of excellent grafting nmany years ago. Four or five were planted to-
gether, resulting intheir present appearance.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
160& -1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
specific dates 1900-03 Bui | der/Architect W I liamG Rantoul

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Turner Hill possesses integrity of location, design, setti n%, material s, andworknmanshi p, and
was considered asignificant architectural achievenent at the tine of its construction judging
fromthe fact that the Cctober, 1903 issue of Architectural Reviewwas devoted alnost entirely
to twenty-four photographs of "ACountry House i n Massachusetts; W/IliamG Rantoul, Architect.'
Depicted are the first floor plan, several exterior andinterior views, andthe gardens of
Tuner Hill. Indeed Tunmer Hill andits surroundings, which are renarkable for having been
preserved sonearly intact, have both architectural and social significance. The house is one
of the fev7 remai ni n% intact exanples of atype being built ontlie North Shore of Boston, and
el sewnhere, around the t umof the twen.tieth century. Typically the weal thy ovners sought t o
emulate, andto inport insofar aspossible, European architectural styles, decorative de-
tailing andworkmanship, aswell as fumshings. A though the Biaabetha and Jacobean exterior
el enents of an English country house becane rather diluted inthe transfer to Tumer Hill,
It isstill clear what the Rces- were reachi n% forintheir instructions to architect Rantoul.
The interior of the house, |ikew se, clearly shows how inportant it was t o themto incorporat
nuch that they had seen i n Europe, particularly inEngland andin ItaI?/. Tuner Hill stands
both as a nonunent to superb workmanship and as astatenent of a way of life with specific
FS’IOCial i deals. Thus Tunmer Hill neetscriteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic
aces.

Turner Hill was built for Charles Geenough and Anne Proctor Rce. M. Rce was bomi n
Boston on Decenter 10, 1866. He was treasurer of his father's firminBoston, the NW
Rce M , Which inported hides and sheepskins from South America. Later, he becane
Eresi dent of the US Snelting, Refinery andM ning Gonpany of Boston. | n Qctober 1890,
e married Anne Proctor vho was bomi n Peabody on Septenber 18, 18609.

They first lived inHamlton before noving to the 700 acre estate they had been assenbling
in Ipswich. At that time they visited Europe, especially England and Italy, and while
there, purchased sone of the fum shings andfittings for the mansion house they were
planning. They were acconpani ed by WIliamG Rantoul, who they had chosen as architect,
so that he could gather ideas for design of the house andits grounds. Constnction

on the nansion house began i n 1900 and was conpl ete i n 1903 and was con™lete i n 1903.
Wrk on the outbuil dings and grounds was continued through the 1920's.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Cct ober, 1903, issue of Architectural Review (entire issue devoted t o Tunmer Hill)

Ippolito, Rev. Robert. A Short History of the Rce Estate: 1890 1945 (Lowel|:
Sullivan Bors. Press, 1976).

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property approx. 100
Quadrangle name Georgetown Quadrangle scale ~'«24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property begins at the main entrance, 0 designated by the sign "LaSalette
National Shrine 8 Seminary." |t goes west along Topsfield Road 550' to a dirt road, north
approximately 800" to the large pond, around the back of said pond, behind the formal garden

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries (continuation sheet)
state code county code
state code county code

11« Form Prepared By

Anne Booth, Consultant with Rev. Robert Ippolito Treasurer, Mssionaries of La-
namel/title Sal ette
organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae 1930

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470

city or town Boston,,_ Massachuset t s
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b~jthe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director date

For HCRS use only
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date i/u/rt.

I {"Keeper of the National Registel

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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to the hardtop road, around the rear of the church to the parking lot. |t continues
down the back road, around the rear of the fornmer stable, doan the hill

. | to the rear
entrance tothe property. |t continues west on Topsfield Rd

. to the nmain entrance.
The present 100 acres formthe core of the original 700 acre estate andrepresent
the current ownershop parcel.



/f>"W/CH <9f H/7M/LTON, M/fSE>.
5c¢/fLE ['-z00' [?MMNAOK.
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6. Significance

WrtumK ot

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
(applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Ylia ewhiatad slQnMcanoe of tMs pro~afty wiVMrt iht atals ts:

national Mate local

| Matortc “yaaorvaMan OfNca' aipftalun

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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TOWN OF ™oV,

JI»S\WJCM1l, MASSAC11UsSIxTAIrS ()1 03H
December 4, 1980

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Patricia Weslowski

State Preservation Officer .
M assachusetts Historical Commission RECL ! VED
29" Washington Street 1I®
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 -
L QDAL

Dear Ms. Wesl owski ,

The Ipswich Historical Conmssion hasdirected ne to
express t oyouthe unaninous approval of the Conmssion for the nom na-
tion of the LaSalette Sem nary t othe National Register.

The principal buildings which nade up the former Rice Estateare
a part of therich andvaried architectural heritage of our Town. The
Conmi ssion believes that the present owners, the LaSalette Fathers and
Brothers, have been sensitive tothe quality of the ornate brick turn-of-
the- century mansion andof itslavishly decorated interiors and accord-
ingly have al ways expended great care on it smintenance andrestoration.

V& are pleased that the property's significancewi |l be recognized
by a nomnation tothe National Register.

Yours sincerely,

P .
" John F. Conley, Chr.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE irfTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT TIME OF CALU AM

PM

1. CALL V] TO; [H FROM  (NmaiB) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. it naeded)

MA

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.. ETC.

TUWMA W\ - (JLASCA/

4. DETAILS OP DISCuUSsSsIO"

J aAa& WxcxhoA iI1"Too cuAaiv) ' |-*uMijLc,
ANA dw LN agMi Nt QAted, (XcAjiathe.

NAME OF P/ERSON PLACINC/RECEIVINS CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
June 1978



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
n 1 Office of the Secretary of State A

yidd 3 LYy AN e

MASSACHUSJETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 31, 1982

M. Jerry Rogers

Keeper

National Park Service

M d-Atlantic Regional Office
600 Arch Street

Room 9310

Phil adel phia, PA 19106
Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed are several National Register forms:

Salem Rufus Choate House (local) new submssion - Tliis has been voted eligible
by tlie State ReviewBoard;' tlie o*ner supports nom nation.

Boyal ston:  Deacon Cypriaii Keyes House/Barlin Acres (local) resubm ssion -
additional photos liave been included.

Qoncpfrd: Weeler-Mrriam House (local) resubm ssion - W have added aboundary
justification.

AN Apswi ch-Tumer Hill (state) - resubmission - pliotos and descriptions of out-
buil di ngs have been added as wel| as a bondary justification.

Please | et ne know i f youliave aiiy questions.

Sincerely,

Candace Je’i k*hs

Regi stration Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
Encl osur es

Q) pg



Turner Hill
315 Topsfiel d Road
[ pswich, NA

The owner was originally notified of MHC s intent to nomnate on 11/7/80, and
responded i nfavor on12/15/80, asdid town officials.

The State Review Board considered the nomnation on 12/10/80, and voted
unani nously i nfavor.

The nom nation was submtted to the National Register on 12/12/80; i t was
returned to MHC on 2/13/81.

Omnership wasverified on 11/21/81, andthe ov.-ner was renotified of MHCs
intent to nomnate on 12/14/81. No response was received.



