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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

EXTERIOR: The John Calvin Owings House, built ca. 1896, is a 2% story structure built

in the Queen Anne Style. The house is set on a low, brick foundation. Exterior wall
material is clapboard and shingle siding set in imbricated pattern. The steep, slate, hipped
roof features cresting and finials. There are four projecting gables with decorative
bargeboards and boxed cornices. Three of the five interior chimneys have corbeled caps.
Encircling the side and front facades is a large one-story portico characterized by turned
posts and balustrade, pendants in segmental arches, and bracketed cornice. A projecting
shingled pediment sits atop the portico at the front entrance. The front entrance door is

of oak with beveled glass, above which is a colored glass transom (colored glass transoms

are also found in parlor windows). The majority of windows in the structure are 1/1.

Projecting front gable includes a second-story portico with horseshoe arch and spindle
decoration. Gable end has double windows with multi-paned transoms which are surmounted
by a small single window. A three-story circular turret projects on the east (left)
side of the house,and an octagonal oriel flanks the west (right) side.

A brick kitchen to the rear of the structure was originally a separate building; however,
several years after the house was built, the breezeway between the kitchen and the house
was enclosed.

INTERIOR: The first floor of the Owings House consists of a central hall, back hall, two
parlors with sliding doors, a dining room, two bedrooms, a butler's pantry, bath, and
kitchen area. The second floor has a central hall, back hall, five bedrooms, and two
baths.

The main feature of the interior is the central hall on the first floor. Outstanding
are the oak paneling, the stairway with a square paneled newel post topped by an urn,
latticework, windowseat niche, and original light fixtures with etched globes.

There are twelve individual fireplaces in the house, many of which feature glazed tile
and mirrored overmantels.

Oak, the dominant wood throughout the structure, is found in the paneling, wainscoting,
cornices, and some ceilings. Floors are of heart pine. Original lighting fixtures
and wooden louvered blinds also characterize the interior.

SURROUNDINGS: There are four outbuildings included within the nominated acreage. All
are in fair condition and appear to be contemporary with the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built ca. 1896, the John Calvin Owings House is one of the most outstanding examples

of Victorian (Queen Anne) architecture remaining in the city of Laurens, South Carolina.
Owings, the builder of the house, played a prominent role in the political and

economic activities of the city. The house is still in the possession of the Owings
family.

John Calvin Owings was born October 24, 1857. As a young man he moved to Laurens

and eventually formed a partnership with Charles B. Bobo, establishing the mercantile
firm of Owings & Bobo. Mr. Owings was a life deacon in the First Baptist Church as
well as a trustee for the Laurens City School District. He was also a member and
director of the Chamber of Commerce and served as Mayor of Laurens from 1916-1918.

Ca. 1895, Mr. Owings had George F. Barber & Co., architects from Knoxville, Tennessee

- design a house to be built on West Main Street in Laurens. (J. C. Owings, II, grandson
of the original owner/builder, has in his possession the original set of drawings
and plans for the structure). Upon the death of Mr. Owings in 1953, the house was
passed to his son, G. Edwin Owings and has since been deeded to his son, John Calvin
Owings, II.

ARCHITECTURE: The John Calvin Owings House is an outstanding example of Queen Anne
architecture. Characteristic of this style and of the Owings House is the blending

of exterior surface materials (clapboard & shingle siding), high multiple roofs, turrets,
oriels, cresting, turned spindles, and rambling porches. Significant in the interior

is the oak paneling, staircase, mantlepieces, and latticework.
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