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DESCRl,BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wayne County Home is a large two story brick building with a raised basement 
entered at grade level. The basement story is constructed of large rectangular sandstone 
blocks that are smooth-faced. The upper two floors are constructed of brick with stone 
lintels and sills and wood trim. The entablature is classically styled, featuring an 
architrave, a .frieze accented by robust modillions and a massive cornice. Above is a 
gable roof of shallow pitch. 

The original 1853 portion of the building is primarily Greek Revival in design. Its 
symmetrical plan, simple rectangular window and door openings with plain sills and lintels, 
the six over six windows, classical entablature and shallow gable roof are all Greek 
Revival elements. A centrally located attic pediment features rounded window openings, 
suggesting Italianate influence. The large ornate front porch with jts bracketed columns 
and elaborately carved baluster railing is clearly an Italianate feature, but was probably 
added in the late nineteenth century. A smaller entrance porch is located at the rear, or 
west end of the building. ·· 

: 
11

: Afte-r the · Ci vi it Wa-i~, a seiritesi• of· enl:a.rgeinents · -werei ma'cte tb 'this· i:iti~ Tcfi ng. Fi rs t, a 
sepa·tate bui l ding:·wa•s ·constructed · a'bc>1ut ten ''feet aWay: :from- the northwest corner of the 
original building, this newer building closely matches the original externally, in scale, 
height and materials. Even the ornamental details are similar. The second major addi­
tion links these two buildings together, resulting in a single 11 L11 shaped building. It, 
too, matches the original in scale and materials, but with more deviation in its ornamental 
details. At this same time, large two story porches were added on the west side of the 
building. 

The interior clearly shows the three stages of this building's construction. In the 
original section, Greek Revival woodwork and multiple panelled doors can be found. An 
open stairway in th~ south end is a light, simple and graceful structure, common to the . 
pre-Civil ·War ' pe"rib"d. The ·western · wlri"g' di'spla"yf "rno":i··e elaborate woodwork and a highly ornatel 
curving stairway r~fle"cting the later Italianate style. The northern wing, which is the 
newest,' displays 'sb'mewhat simple inachih·e..:rriade woodwork and doors' which are varnished oak, I 
such as can be found i.n . Queen Anne style buildings. Throughout the building, the _ 
inter~or i's' simple·, co'nsisting of a central hallway with sma1l robins o'n· either side. At . 
the northern end is a large lounge and at the western end i~ a separate section. 
Cordon~~ off by massive iron doors and featuring elaborate ericaustit tile floors, this 
western section was once reserved for mental patients. Interior alterations have been 
slight. A sprinkler system with exposed piping was recently installed. The second floor 
of the south wing has been made into the superintendent's apartment, but without structural 
alterations, and tile floors have been introduced throughout the building. 

This older building is one of several structures that comprise the present Wayne 
County Home. It is isolated from the other more recent and plain buildings by a 
spacious lawn with shade trees and shrubbery. The building now serves as the men 1 s 
dormitory for the county home. A women 1 s dormitory and hospital, plus a barn and several 
outbuildings are also located on the 256 acre farm that is the Wayne County Home. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wayne County Home is significant as one of the oldest county infirmaries in Ohio 
and presently one of the state's largest such institutions that has a long history in the 
care of the elderly and indigent of Wayne County. It is an impressive architectural land­
mark that has been well preserved as a rare example of pre-Civil War institutional 
architecture. · . , . . J, , 

ShortJy after Ohio's · ]85ij constitution pl.aced:- the responsibili;ty, . for t~e- .care .of the 
poor, elderly and disabled on each county, ~Jayne County responded,by appoi.nting,a bparc;i 
of directors for its county infirmary. A 286 acre farm was purchased about three miles 
southeast of Wooster and the present building was constructed. Cyrus Segner served as 
the first superintendent and Dr. S. Pixley was the first physician. 

In its early years the county infim,ary not only housed the elderly, but also the 
poor, orphans and the mentally ill. A school was constructed for the orphans and served 
for the education of the young until the Wayne County Children's Home opened in 1881. 
Mental patients were housed in the building until the state's mental facilities were 
regionalized in the late nineteenth century. Major additions and improvements were made 
to the present building after 1882 under the term of Superintendent and Mrs. E. D. McIntire. 
A hospital was constructed around the turn bf the century and.,a separate women's dorm was 
constructed in 1938. 

In recent years, many counties have replaced their old county infirmaries with 
newer facilities tha,:t, mee,t r~~~ntly adopted state building codes. As a result this type 
of institutional bufl ding is rapidly disappearing and a unique ar"chi te·ctu·ra l and historic 
resource is in danger .. of being obliterated. It is expected that this building's. fun<;:tion 
will be lost when a new men's dormitory is built and plans are underway by a citizens task 
force to prevent its demolition and find a new use for it that will safeguard the Wayne 
County Home for future generations. 
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- VERBAL BO UN DARY DESC.RIPTl0 N 
The nominated property includes the present Men's Dormitory of the Wayne County Home, 
plus fifty feet of lawn on the north, east, and west sides and ten feet of lawn on the 
south side. No other buildings or structures are included. 
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NATIONAL_ STATE __!L LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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Wayne county Home, Wooster, Wayne county, 1ni'io 

Photo: Steve McQuillin , 4/79 
Negatives:OSU-Mansfield Campus 

View ofeastern elevation 
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Wayne County Home, Wooster, Wayne County, Obie 
Photo: Steve McQuillin, 4/79 
Negatives: OSU-Mansfield Campus 

View of west elevation 
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Wayne County Home,Wooster, Wayne County, Ohio 

Photo: Steve McQuillin, 4/79 
Negatives: OSU-Mansfield Campus 

View of northern elevation 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Otterbein Mausoleum 

OHIO 

NOV 2 9 1979 

Location 

West~rville 
Franklin County 

Shepard Street School (Gahanna Nursing Home) Gahanna 
Franklin County 

Parmelee House 

~ County Home 

Loew-Define Grocery Store and Home 

Courthouse Center 

Pennsylvania Railway Station 

St. Peters Church 

Hruby Conservatory of Music 

Valley City 
Medina County 

Wooster 
Wayne County 

Navarre 
Stark County 

Newark 
Licking County 

Newark 
Licking County 

Mansfield 
Richland County 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaurn 
Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr. 
Honorable Samuel L. Devine 
Honorable Donald J. Pease 
Honorable Ralph Regula 
Honorable John M. Ashbrook 
Honorable Mary R. Oakar 

Byers/bjr 12/3/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. David Brook . 
The Ohio Histori·cal Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 
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1io Historical Center 1-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

October 18, 1979 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Plcees 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed are 31 regular nominations and 2 resubmissions. All have been 
approved by the state review board and the owners have been informed of 
our intent to nominate. 

Metropolitan Block 
Athens Governmental Buildings 
Boesel, Adolph, House 
Herron Gymnasium 
Maltby, Henry, House 
Hruby Conservatory of Music 
Crawfis Institute 
Hock-Hocking Wine Cellar 
Otterbein Mausoleum 
Shepard Street School 
Madam Fredin's Eden Park School 
Thomson, Peter G., Residence 
Lincoln School 
Keystone Furnace 
Mill Road Bowstring Bridge 
Courthouse Center 
Pennsylvania Railway Station 
Warner Theater 
Parmelee House 
Adams, George W. House 
Rider, Adam, House 
Anderson, William M., House 
St. Peters Church 
Higby'- House 
Industrial Buildings of Tiffin 
Michaels Farm 

Allen County 
Athens County 
Auglaize County 
Butler County 
Butler County 
Cuyahoga County 
Fairfield County 
Fairfield County 
Franklin County 
Franklin County 
Hamilton County 
Hamilton County. 
Hamilton County 
Jackson County 
Knox County 
Licking County 
Licking County 
Mahoning County 
Medina County 
Muskingum County 
Muskingum County 
Pickaway 
Richland County 
Ross County 
Seneca County 
Seneca County 



Mr, Charles Herrington 
Page 2 

Loew-Define Grocery Store & Home 
Elmwood Place 
Mason House 
Waernicke-Hille House & Store 

\_)fayne County Home 

Resubmissions 

Lee, Samuel, House 
Deed's Barn (listed property that 

was relocated) 

Stark County 
Union County 
Washington County 
Washington County 
Wayne County 

Coshocton County 
Montgomery County 

Let me know if we can provide any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Brook 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

DLB:cw 

enclosures 
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