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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fruitlands Miuseuns conplex lies i nthefold of a hillside which
faces west. I ti scomprised of si xlowhbuildings, three located on either
side of a drive whi :hcurves downhill toend at tneAlcott house. This
ei ghteenth century farmhouse i sset against a backdrop of woods. A post and
rail fence surrounds the house and it scultivated lawn with fruit trees and
a stately fir and separates i tfromthefields and woods beyond. The five-
bay main facade of thetwo-story house faces south. The plain entrance,
centered on the facade, carries a transom light. The frame building i s cove gf
with graduated clapooards and has a wide pitched roof with a center chimey.
A carriage wing i s attached t otheeast end of the building.

Di agonal ly abo/e theAlcott house, on an open lawn plateau, lies theon
and-one-half story clapboard Shaker building, corstructed i n1794. |ts stralght
and clean lines arc; unbroken by decoration. Two narrow chimeys are |located
at each end of theroof's ridge. A plain entrance, surmounted by a transom w ndow,
breaks thecenter of each of themain facades. n each side of thedoor;, a
6-over-9 sash window i sevenly spaced between th'i door and t he corner ofthe
building. @ thenorth facade, small shed dormers.are situated directly ove
the two windows of themain facade above t heeave line, The gable ends contai il
two wi ndows on each floor.

Across thedr.We fromthis charming little yellowbuilding, the Indian
Museum and Picture Gallery complete theopen air museum conpl ex. Bot h
modern buildings are one story high and conform inscale and harmonize i n
material and setting with thetwo early buildings.

CONDITION

There are two other buildings on theproperty. At thetopof thehill pe
the entrance toFruitlands lies theeighteenthcentury clapboard house used
as theDirector's residence. Prospect House, with itsterrace overlooking n
the valley andhills beyond, i stheheadquarters for thecomplex. The one-

and-one-half story cal pboard building i su-shaped around a brick terrace. |
houses theadministrative offices, conference and rest rooms,, as well as a 1Lgl*
and cheery small restaurant.

The buildings and their surroundings are i nexcel": ent condition
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fruitlands Miuseuns conplex i sa pionrer American effort i nthe so-
called "open aiv" or outdoor museumnovenent, which had i t sbeginningsi n
Sweden i nthelate 19thcentury. The Museuns were founded i n 1914 by Ms-
Clara Endicott Sears and i n 1965 t he conplex «%s nade a Massachusetts
Historic Landmark.

The whole conplex lies i na fold ofa hiMside, facing west toward

Mount Wachusett. At the foot of thehill i s -e;heoriginal Fruitlands, an

ei ghteenth century farmhouse, where Bronson A'.cott lived from June, 1843,to
January, 1844, and where he underwent a sp-.ri'-'vial transformation. Al cott
cane here izofound a community under a new social order, the Con-Sociate
Fam ly, that was tobe truly a part of thesoil; he left a Transcendental
philosopher who believed that thefamly mattered nmost, a belief whichhis
cM4ghter Louisa May Alcott later expressed i nher writings. The house now
contains furnishings and possessions of theAlcott famly and memoribilia

of theleaders of theTranscendental Movement —Emer son, Thoreau, Margaret
Ful'?.er and others.

In theearly years of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, this sane fold of
the hillside was t he campsite of t he Nashua Indians who, i nassociation with
others, carried of f Ms. Mary Rowl andson i n1676. The account Ms. Row andspn
wrote of her capture and redemption was thefirst and nost celebrated of
the New England "captivities," one of theearliest forms of literature pro-
duced i nAmerica. An American Indian Miseum commenorates this aspect of

Fruitlands.
Al'so .part of theconple)®is abuilding . ected i n1794 by t he Harvard
Shaker Society and originally used as an office. | twas nmoved fromthefornjer

Harvard Shaker Village toFruitlands i n1920. The building i snow a nmuseum
of Shaker life and includes exhibits of Shaker handicrafts and conmunity
industries,

The last of theFruitlands Museuns i sthePicture Gallery which houses
two outstanding collections. Cne comprises protraits of New Engl anders by
itinerant artists of thenineteenth century, some of whom |ike Chester
Harding and Franci s Al exander, becane well-known portrait painters. These
works are popularly known as American Primitives and with theother exhibits
at Fruitlands constitute an important representation of American folkart.
The second collection contains exanples of the Hiud son River School —the first
American school of painting--and thework of later American |andscape painters.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typew/riter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name Fruitlands Museums Historic District

otlier names/site number

2. Location

street & number 102 Prospect Hill Road N/A  not for publication
city or town Harvard N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA countv  Worcester code 027 zip code 01451

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this,, nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

(snationally < statewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)! /

3gViatre of certifying official/Tite Judith B.1“cDonough, Executive Director Dafe
(Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

fional Parl< Service Certification
her*by certify that this property is: [ySij9|jedi/e)of the Keeper\/ [/ ( A i Date of Action,
/entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
e See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
e removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Fruitlands Museums Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

_ public-local X district

__ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: fields

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Shingle

Craftsman

Narrative Description

Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
15 3 building
5 0 sites
6 0 structures
2 0 objects
28 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 (Fruitlands 3/19/74)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum
AGRICULTURE: fields

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  stone, brick

walls clapboard, shingle, brick
roof slate, asphalt shingle
other bronze

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Fruittands Museums Historic District
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

< B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Mlaior Bibliographical References

Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ART

SOCIAL HISTORY

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
EDUCATION

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1910-147

Significant Dates
1910. 1914. 1916. 1929, 1930, 1932, 1933, 1935,
1941, 1947

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Clara Endicott Sears
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been reguested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National

Register

 designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#MA 1004, MA 1005

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

x

Primary location of additional data:

X_ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

X_Other
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Commission



Fruitlands Museums Historic District Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 130 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 285420 4709640 3. 19 285440 4708640
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2. 19 285860 4709580 4, 19 285360 4708620
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Claire W. Dempsey with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization_ Massachusetts Historical District date March 1997
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Massachusetts state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or PRO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Fruitlands Museums, Inc

street & number 102 Prospect Hill Road telephone  508-456-3924

city or town Harvard state MA zip code 01451

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Fruitlands Museums Historic District is located dong Progoect Hill Road, superbly sited dong this
ridge to overlook the Nashua River valley and the uplands beyond in the western rura section of
Harvard, Massachusetts. Land owned by the musaumsamounts to 130 acres(all included within the
present nomination), stretching west from this road to the Boston and Maine Railroad right-of-way and
the Oxbow National Wildlife Reservation. Thislarge parcd of land is an important tract of open goece
within the town, and akey dement inthe scenic overlook that continues to the north as far as Route 2
and to the south through the village of Still River. With the town's surviving agricultural properties,
forests, and consarvation land the Fruitlands Museums property makes a significant contribution to the
preservation of Harvard's historic and scenic landscgpes Developed by Clara Endicott Sears between
1910 and her desth in 1960, the complex began with her first purchase of thirty-eight acresfor acountry
home, the Pergolas, and expanded over the next fifty yearsto include four museums (Fruitlands, the
Shaker Museum, the American Indian Museum, and the Picture Gallery) and an array of supporting
buildings (the Garden House, the Farm, the Director's Residence, and Prospect House). Fruitlands, home
of Bronson Alcott's Consociate Family, was made a Massachusetts Historic Landmark in 1966 and was
designated aNational Historic Landmark in 1974. This nomination sesks historic district satusfor the
museum property surrounding it. These buildings represent a number of phesssin Harvard's history,
including traditional housetypes that were associated with the farmateads accumulated by Sears
additiona early buildings moved into the grounds over time, and new and reconstructed buildings
designed specifically for museum purposss.

Harvard, Massachustts, is asuburban and exurban town located in eestern Worcester County, in the
uplands eedt of the Nashua River valley. First sdttled late inthe 17th century and experiencing little
industrial growth during the 19th century, the town's landscgpe retains dements of its early experience of
village and outlying farms beneath apost-World War |1 veneer of suburban devdopment. Thetown's
civic focus. Harvard Center, is located in the town's geogrgphic center, while the older village of Still
River overlooks the Nashua in the southwest, and the remnants of the longstanding Sheker village
survive in the northeast.  Although small historic hamlets developed a mill privileges and crossroads,
until fifty years ago the town retained awell-developed but digpersed agricultural landscape, best known
for its gople industry. 18th and 19th century farmers positioned their houses prominently along the
town's roadways, their outbuildings stretching dong the road or beyond the houseto the rear, their fields
isolating one farmstead operation from ancther. Asthe 19th century progressed. Harvard's attractive
farm landscgpe and its location just thirty miles to the northwest of Boston combined to make the town
atractive for vacationers. The new seesond homes provided a contragt within the landscgpe not justin
their scde ad style, but dso in their siting within the landscgpe. While earlier builders clung to the
roadways, these newcomers sought privacy and quiet degp within their properties, preferring natural
vigas to the seedy traffic of everyday life.

Although the Fruitlands Museums are now united into asingle parcd of 130 acres, the land that now
gretchesfor nearly amile dong Progpect Hill Road was accumulated by Sears over severd decades
She purchased, piecemed, most of five historic farmgeadsin the areg, and prior to land takings for Fort
Devens and the Oxbow Nature Preserve, her property extended to the west acrossthe railroad right-of -
way. Evidence of the historic land usssof the property survive inremnant walls, for example, in some
sections of the property, but reforestation of the western portion and extensive clearing of the eestern
have created anew landscape of woodland and park. The entrance to the museum is located a the north-

(continued)
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centra portionof the lot, and the mgjority of the buildingsare aranged dong the winding musaum
aocessroad that extendsfrom Progpect Hill Road down the hill to Fruitlands. Inorder, moving from eest
to west dong this road, the buildings are: the Director's Residence and Progpect House on the south sde
of the road, with an agphdt parking areaoppaosite the latter & an elevation of 120to 136 mees a
significant drop inthe land to 106 maters and three of the musaums and the modern Reception Center,
first the Picture Galery and then the American Indian Museum on the north side of the road, a sscond
parking areaadjacent to the center, then the Shaker Museum on the south side; athird parking arealis
located further down the road, and finally a the beee of the hill isFruitlands, & an elevation of 0 meters
and positioned about 300 feet from the railroad right-of-way. The Pergolas (demolished ca. 1965, HA -
25) was located toward the southern portion of the parcel, neer Progpect Hill Road, and the Garden
House dits farther to the south aso neer the road. The Farm is located to the north of the museum
entrance, dso dong Progpect Hill Road. The Fruitlands Museums property includes four other potential
historic archaeologicd dtes, the remnants of earlier farmsteads inthe arear in the southwest portion of
the parcd (HA-26) where afarmsatead was located inthe 19th century; the ste of the Coffey farmstead
(HA-51), between the Pergolas and the Garden House the original ste of the Knight-Dudley House, the
Director's Resdence (HA-52), just south of the musaum entrance, and the dite of the Hynes farmstead
(HA-53), a the northeast of the property. The remaining landscape combines deared fields and yard,
neer the buildings and toward the road, with extensve wooded aress to the west, crisscrossed by a
network of neture trails.

The dite of Sears summea home, the Pergolas (MHC  #HA-25) probably survives in the areaonly in
archaeologica form. Located off Progoect Hill Road overlooking the Nashua River valley, the house hed
a semi-circular drive before it and was surrounded by formal gardens and extendive tended grounds with
walks and vistas on the property doping off to the west. Condructed to adesign by Searsshortly after
she purchasad the property in 1910, the large, dapboarded house took the ample hip-block form with a
lower hipped service wing to the north. See historic photograph atached. Stretching seven bays across
the road-facing facade, the centrd entry hed afanlit door screened by an Ionic portico topped with an
ornamentd ironwork bacony, moved here from her great-grandfather Josgph Pegbody’s house, which
originally stood onthe dte of the Armory a 136 Essex Street in Sdem, MA.  On either Sde of the entry,
bands of windows in shallow projecting bayswere positioned in baystwo and three and baysfivead

sx, with small double-hung saeh in bays one and seven; double-hung sseh were regularly aranged on the
soond floor. Pardld fenestration could be found on the lower north service wing. Onthe interior the
plan included a number of ample rooms. The front entry and a sequence of halls through the certer of
the house occupied the space marked by baysthree and four. The entire south side of the house was
occupied by the large drawing room, with adining room and library located north of the centrd hals.

Between these lagt two rooms was a hall hung with Sears landscape paintings, leading to the north wing
of the house, which included a variety of sarvice goaces Tothe north of the house, a the lower ground
level ofthe north elevation, was along narrow arcaded cloister, sheltering satues. To the south side of
the house was a large flat-roofed porch supported by Doric columns screening aprojecting polygonal bay
in the reer pile, open as aporch in the second story. Below this porch was the primary formal garden,
surrounded on its eest and north sde with soneretaining walls, with paths st inacentra ova and
connecting to the house, the drive, and the western lawn. Further to the south wis a large pergola,
composed of eight Byzantine columns purchased in 1906, aranged in a crescent and giving way toa
saiesof terraces. The house, described by historian Anderson as having been "grandly designed but
poorly constructed" (1976:158), was demolished after Seexrs degth. The Pesbody portico is now in the

(continued)
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collection of the Pegbody Essex Musaum in Sdem, MA. Until the early 1980s all that remained wasa
remnant of the columns and terraces, forming a scenic overlook. Since that time mogt of these remnants
have been removed for safe-kegping and to discourage assembly.

Tax records reved the Seers property included a broad range of support buildings, including cottages,
greenhousss fruit cdlar, garages, and sheds but their specific locations are not known. One dement of
the esatethat does survive, however, is Garden House (MHC # 198) ad its assodiated three-car
garage. Thisproperty was purchased in 1912 for amember of Sears staff, the gardener and chauffeur.
The houseis located on Progpect Hill Road to the south of the museum buildings and the Pergolas site,
=t infrom the road and facing to the eest. The amall house isa gable block of astory-and-a-haf in
height and double pile in plan, with shed-roofed dormers on the front and reaer roof dopes.  Itsfour bay
gable end faces the dreet, with a ssoond entry adong the thre-bay right lateral wall. The house has four
rooms on the first floor interior, with a stair between the front and rear sitting rooms on the south Sde
and akitchen and dining room on the north. A large frame hip-roofed three-stdl garage is located next
to the house on the left and a smal sone pyramidal-roofed pumphouse dtsto the right reer.

Shortly after Seers hed established her eate in Harvard, she learned that a farmstead adjacent to her own
hed been the dte of the Alcotts' Fruitlands, and that the nearly derelict house there waas indeed the
Transcendentdigs resdence. She was able to purchasethe parcd in 1913 and sat about reseerching and
restoring it. Although Seersapparently bdieved the house dated to the early 18th century, Fruitlands
(MHC # 199) was probably congtructed in aout 1800 by a member of the Sorague family, and is
famousfor its use by the Consociate Family of Bronson Alcott and Charles Lane in 1843. The house
was restored by Miss Sears after she purchasad the property in 1913, The house is located far into the
interior of the museum grounds & the end of thewinding accessroad, facing to the south. The present
configuration of the house isthe result of Miss Sears restoration, intended to represent the period of the
Consociate occupation, but including dements restored to an earlier period. The contracting work was
completed by aMr. Hardy of Ayer. The asymmetricd five-bay, clgpboarded, center-chimney houseis
the core of the Structure, now treeted with arestored date roof and new windows and doors. The house
hed paired chimneys on its ridge prior to restoration, evidence that earlier owners has replaced the likely
center chimney with later sove flues. The main block hes a single-story rear ell projecting from the eest
reaer, now restored as a "colonial” kitchen with ahuge fireplace. Historic photographs show that ancther
ell extended from the opposite west rear corner, described as abedroom. A secondary gabled wing
extends from the eest €ll, with a porch acrossitsfront devation. Formerly awoodshed, it was converted
into an gpartment by Seaersand was once lit by gabled wall dormers. Two smdl frame structures,
probably dating to the restoration, are located near the house, awell and wellhouse to the eedt of the
house, and a pumphouse to the northeadt.

The present center chimney was replaced during Sears restoration, the core of the traditional New
England plan she beieved to be bath origina to the house and still in place when the Alcotts occupied
the property. The lobby entry probably originally contained awinding stair, but is now fitted with caess
for musaum exhibits. Forma rooms are located on either side in the front pile, with the "long kitchen"
acrossthe rear pile. The parlor or dining room on the eedt istrimmed with horizontal board wainscoting
and ahigh mantdl ornamented with gougework in its entablature, and pilagters and alarge fanin the
frieze. The opposite west room or sudy hes similar wainscoting and a plain fireplace surround. Exposed
dements of the house framing are unusud and intriguing, with hewn pods and girts, arch and angle
bracing, degp sawn-plank joists, and exposed rafter feet. Its heavily framed roof includes principal
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rafters, alarge ridge purlin, lower purlinsonly in the two inner bays, and arch bracing from the ridge to
the raftersin the chimney and end bays. The lower floor of the eest dll isnow used for exhibit goace,
while the dormers have been removed and the gpartment hes bean given over to mussum dorege. A
amdl gabled ell extendsfrom thiswing to the north, aservice and bath space, and aflat-roof edel | was
congructed in the re-entrant angle formed by the wing and the gabled ell, a docent's room with many
windows to take advartage of the westem views.

The Knight-Dudley House, now serving as the Director's Residence (MHC  # 204), isasscond early
building located on the museum grounds. 1t was moved to its presant location in 1946 from a Ste
nearby, to the south and closer to Progpect Hill Road (HA-52). It is presently st to face to the north ad
the musaum's primary accessroad.  Probably dating to the late 18th century, the housewas remodded in
1947 by the architect Marjorie Ferce of Lexington, MA, first serving as the museums library. The large
center-chimney house is augmented by amodern el extending from the west reer elevation; by a rear
lean-to extending from the eedt rear dlevation; and by agabled wing and porch extending from the eest
devation. A modem two-bay, gable-roofed garage hes bean congtructed adjacent to the eest wing.
Covered in dapboards, the smple entablature entry treatment a the center of thefive-bayfacade dates to
the relocation of the building, as doesthe centra chimney. The house hes the andard  center-chimney
plan, with alobby entry with adogleg tair, as well a a sscond dair in the rear pile. Itsformal rooms are
those inthe north, front section of the building, the eest room retaining Federd-period trim. Therear
pile of rooms hes bean reconfigured, but was probably originally a large kitchen centered on the large
reex firebox, andflanked by one or two smdler corner rooms. At present the southwest corner includes a
bath and opens into a bedroom in the new west ell, while the large rear room opensinto a small
rectangular bay and the new reer kitchen in the eest wing. The room arrangement on the sscond floor
pardlds the first, with large front rooms and a series of amdler rooms acrossthe rear. Evidence of the
building's framing can be s in exposad pogsand girtsinall the rooms, most of which were originally
casd, with atransverse summer in the west room and anorma summer in the eest room. The roof
frame is composad exclusively of hewn rafters framed into the plates and afive-sidedridge purlin, with
ach bracesa each end, framed between the end rafter and the ridge.

The Farm (MHC # 197) isan excdlent surviva of a mid-19th century farmstead, retained by Searsas
the centerpiece of her Guansey breeding and dairy operation. The houseis sited dose to Progpect Hill
Road intraditiona fashion, a2 1/2-gory end house inthe Itdianate style. The three-bay facade is
creened by an enclosed hip-roofed porch. The side entry opensinto agair hall, and a single front room
and two rear rooms are located in this main block, currently used as afront parlor, and reer sitting ad
dining rooms. From the reaer levation of the main block extendsthe common little houss, which
endosesthe kitchen, pantry, bath, and rear gair. A back house, now used as atool room but likely to
have been awood house originally, joins the service dl to the ample New England barn, st a aright
angle to the house and pardld to the road. The three-level barn hes acupola, aramped entry on its west
eevation, with a shed addition flanking it, and ancther entry on the lower leve on the south elevation. A
secondary gabled block was added to the southwest comer of the barn, probably to serve as amilk room.
A long henhouse once extended down the hill from the barn, a shed-shaped structure with an atached
silo; another shed was formerly located inthe barn yard as well. A small hip-roofed pumphouse, atwo-
bay, hip-roofed garage, and a gable-roofed bull house, all dgpboarded, are located to the north of the
house.

(continued)
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The Shaker Museum (MHC # 200 & 920) was the first mgjor addition to the property after the
Pergolas, moved into the complex by L. Kingston Savage after Searspurchesed itinabout 1916 when
the Harvard Shaker community was anticipating dissolution.  The samall building was the oldest in their
village, built in 1794 and formerly located onthe lot a 78 Shaker Road (see form # HA-7), within the
Harvard Sheker Village National Regigter Historic District. The house is located on the south side of the
winding acocessroad, facing to the north. The 1 1/2-gory gable block resembles the others that survive in
the Sheker village, covered in clgpboard and wood shingles, and nearly devoid of ornament beyond
smple window and door surrounds. Thethree-bay building hes symmetrical end devations of two bays,
with shed-roofed dormers, end chimneys, acentra door, and double-hung saeh. A centrd hall runsfrom
the front door to the rear, with adosed gair in the common Shaker reversed position, running up from
the rear toward the front of the building. Large rooms occupy the north front of the building, with two
smdler rooms on the south reer sde. On the second floor, asingle room occupies the eest Sde of the
building; two unequa-sized rooms occupy the west Side. The interior istrimmed with thesmple
trestment of batten doors, plain board window casings, chair and peg rails, and smal sovesfor heet. In
addition to the house, anumber of sone and wrought-iron dements were moved with the building,
including the well-known mounting steps, compaosed of four granite block seps leading to a platform
resting on four granite pogts, with scrolled iron rails.

The American Indian Museum (MHC #201, 921, «& 922) was congructed in two sagesin 1929 and
1932 and incorporated two older buildings within it. The musaum is sted on the north sde of the
museums winding accessroad, facing to the southwest. Today the building is composad of two separate
gable-block masses, linked by asmall gabled hyphen. The front portion consgts of two sde-by-side
gable blocks of agtory-and-a-haf in height, with entry in the lower right two-bay portion. A sscond
gabled portion is positioned behind and perpendicular to the front section. The laterd and rear walls of
the rear section and the left laterd eevation of the front section are eech augmented by low hip-roofed
projecting bays The building isregularly fenestrated, with four windows and adoor acrossthe facade,
and windows flanking the bays inmogt of the remaining devations. The earliest front portion of the
building was formerly the surplus Still River North Schoolhouse,  the later reer addition was formerly an
old barn. The whole was encased in brick veneer, with bricks from Lancagter's Town Hall, and covered
in adate roof. Entry into the building leedsto asmall vestibule, with the small room to the right usd
for exhibitions by the United Native American Cultural Center, and alarge exhibition room to the | eft.
The room exposesthe building's light frame and roof structure, composad of amal raftersand multiple
purlins, itsfloor is concrete incised with ornamental Native American-derived designs. A diorama once
occupied the projecting bay a the opposite ed of this galery; the dioramawas removed in 1968 and
artifactsingtalled. A sscond entry islocated in the connecting hyphen, and adioramaof Mary
Rowlandson's redemption, in May of 1676, is located here. A sscond large gdlery opens of f this
connector, exposing the heavy trussed framing of abarn, with heavy rafters and purlinsin the roof
gructure, and six bents composed of pogts and rafters with arch bracesfrom girt to pogt, and strutsfrom
girt to rafter. Diorameas in this galery depict aNashaway Village and the Sun Dance of the Plains
Indians. Each large room includes displays of Seers Native American collection, primarily endosed in
glass casesdongthe walls. Onéether Sde of the Indian Museum are two bronze gatues of Native
Americans st on large boulders, eech sculpted by Sears cousin Philip Sears (1869-1953).
Pumunangwet, He-who-shootsthe-stars (1931), is agtanding figure holding a large bow, suggesting that
an arrow hasjust been rdessed skyward. Wo Peen, the Dreamer (1938), isa seated figure, leaningon a
bent knee and carrying a bow.

(continued)
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Prospect House (MHC # 203) was added to the complex to provide administration and service goaces
for the expanding facility, opening on Memorial Day in 1935. It was congtructed from two buildings
moved to the site, connected and expanded with new congtruction. The rear or southern sections have
dways saved as the tearoom, while the northem section was a caretaker's residence before being
remodded as the presant library. The long H-shaped building is located on the south side of the winding
aocess road, but oriented to overlook the Nashua River valley. Much of its current gopearance results
from the renovation of 1962. The front gabled block was originally asmal cottage, believed to have
been congtructed in about 1900 on a Ste nearby on Progpect Hill Road. With its center entry dlong its
north-facing elevation, the facade was originally treated with an entry porch that was an extension of the
roof line and three gabled dormers in the front roof dope, while polygona bayswere positioned on the
west and south eevations. Presently the block hes broad shed dormers on eech roof dope, the south bay
hes been removed, the origina porch hes bean replaced with a Tuscan portico, and the cornice istreated
with asmple entablature. The interior of this section of the building includes acentrd sair, with library
rooms on either Sde on the first floor and offices above. Thisroad-facing section is linked to the
remainder of the building with asmall gabled hyphen, enclosing ahal and bathrooms. A long centra
hyphen extends behind this, constructed from the Coffey barn moved to this location from the farmstead
dte to the south (HA-51) between the Garden House and the ste of the Pergolas.  From the primary
eevation of the exterior, this section hes acentrd entry with asimple gabled porch; two large gothic
windows are located on the |eft and three on the right of the entry. On the interior, this section includes
the Trustees Room, with a Rufus Poner murd removed from ahouse in Harvard center and built-in ceses
for artifacts, and the Tea Room. The rear gabled section of the H block gppears to congtitute new
congtruction with shed dormers on each roof dope and regular fenestration. The block extends eest
beyond the centra hyphen, with an entry on the north eevation providing access to the second floor
offices. A second entry on the south devation provides access to the hall between the Seaers Room,
overlooking the Nashua River valley, and the kitchen a the eest end. A modern covered porch extendsa
an angle from the south portion of the building, providing outsde eating arees

The Picture Gallery (MHC # 202) was the last musaum added to the complex, dso in two Sages, in
1941 and 1947. Each half, the older front and the newer reer, iscomposed of two laterally placed
pyramidal-roofed blocks, with alobby entry on the front and a connecting section between the front and
reer sections. A shed-roofed extenson on the west side of the building isafireproof sorage area added
in 1962. The entry isagable-roofed projection with acentrd fanlit doorflankedby double-hung sash.
The building isdso covered inabrick veneer with adateroof, lit partially from the pyramida double-
layered glassroofsor skylights. Surviving plans for portions of the building include one for the complex
roof, indicating that the plan was by G.H. Hayter and the contractor was L.D. Russdll, both of Clinton,
MA. A plan of the ged trussesfor the roof is labded Eagern Bridge & Structural Company, Worcester
MA. Thegdlery indudes Sears collections of folk portraits, inthe older front section, and her Hudson
River schodl paintings in the newer rear. A hall dividesthe front section into two Sde galleries, eech
guarewith canted corners. The reer gdlery isasingle long rectangular goace, dso with canted corners.
A long corridor separatesthe front and reer sections.  In eech goace naturd light entersthrough the
octagond skylights.

The Miriam Shaw Reception Center (Map A) was the last building added to the areq, in 1973, ad
named for Sears niece and companion. It islocated on the south sde of the musaums winding access
road, facing to the northeadt. Itisalong, low gabled block covered in vertical board siding with two
small shed-roofed extensons, one from the rear and one from the west elevation. The sSde entry into the

(continued)
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building is behind a shed-roofed porch a the gabled end, and a Shaker Bell is positioned a the front of
the building on the ridge line. Onthe interior the building isdivided into two primary rooms, a small
front museum shop and a large gallery and meeting soecein the rear.

Archaeol ogical Description

The Fruitlands Museums Historic District islocated in an areawhere severd prehigtoric sites have been
documented and where a high potentid exids for the recovery of additional dtes. At presant, three
known prehigtoric Stes are located within or adjacent to the proposad district with ancther six dtesin the
gengd area(within one mile). The Pergolas Farm/Fruitlands Musaums ste (19-WR-303) is located
west of Progpect Hill Road and completely within the proposed district. One axe isrecorded from this
ste, however, dragnogie materid are lacking. Arrowheads were dso reportedly found in 1928 in the
fields of the Pergalasinfluencing Clara Endicott Sears to begin collecting local and regional Native
American artifactsand gart the American Indian Mussum on her property. Two additional unnamed
dtes (19-WR-362, 363) are recorded for the areawest of the railroad tracks and adjacent to the district &
it southwestern comer. These Stes may extend into the district but otherwise lack associated artifacts or
other interpretive information. Most known dtesin the generd areaof the district are located onterrace
locdes bordering the Nashua River floodplain. Locationa characterigtics for the nominated property
include severd well drained, level to moderatdy doping terraces and knollsin dase proximity to
wetlands indicating favorable conditionsfor many Native American subsdgence and settlement
activities. Most of the western boundary of the Fruitlands District lieswithin 100 feet (300 metersof the
Nashua Riverfloodplainand rdated wetlands. The Nashua River drainage which flows to the
Merrimack River isadocumented locus of Native American settlement.  Given the aboveinformation,
the availability of open goace and patterns of known gte distribution and types in the region, the presence
of known dtesin the district is documented and ahigh potentia exigs that additiona dteswill be found.

A high potential a0 exidts for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica resourceswithin the
district. Archaeological survey and testing can help locate structura remains and occupationd related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) for the five historic farmsteads originally located in the areawhich
Searspurchased and incorporated into her museum complex. Portions of the 1Sthto 19th century Knight
Dudley farmstead complex (HRV-HA-52) were originally purchasad in 1910 with the bdance of the
farm purchesed in 1945, The farmhouse currently survives as the Director's resdence & a new location.
Archaeologicd survivalsof that structure may survive a itsoriginal Ste south of the museum entrance.
Documentary evidence dso indicates the potential for survivals of a barn, two sheds, corn barn, hog
house, hen house, cooper shop, windmill and pump al included with the complex in 1910.
Archaeological resources reaed tothe 1 3h century Michad Coffee farm may dso survive south of the
Dudley Farm opposite the terminus of Madigan Road. Searspurchesad that farm in 1910. Coffee's
farmgtead (HRV-HA-51) included a house barn, hen house and shed. None of these structures are extant
and their gopearances are unknown. Only portions of the barn may survive as part of Prospect House.
Searspurchased another 19 century farmatead (HRV-HA-26) originally located in the southwestem
portion of the nominated property. No examples of thisfarm remain and we know little of its
appearance. The 18th century Haynes farm (HRV-HA-53) was a0 purchased by Searsto expand
beyond Willard's Farm to the north dong progpect Road. That complex included a house and two bams
in the northeastem portion of the property which were demolished by Sears In 1913 Sears purchased
portions of the Abel Willard (ca. 1850) Farm including the late 18th century Fruitlands house and bam
which becamethe core of the Farm component subsequently known as the Pergolas Farm. The house

(continued)
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and barn associated with the origina Willard Fam are till extant, however a shed, carriage house, ice
house and windmill may survive only in archaeologicd context. After Seers purchese, severd new
agricultura outbuildingsdating to ca. 1920 were added among which ahog house, tool shed, silo and hen
house are no longer extant. The Pergolas site (HRV-HA-25), including the house, formal gardensand
outbuildings now aso survives in archaeologica formerly, having been demolished ca 1965. Sears d<o
purchased asmdler lot and cottage originally located on the west Sde of Progpect Hill Road from H.E.
Drury which was incorporated into Progpect House. Seers purchases dso included the dite of a brickyard
operation located on land behind the Dudley and Coffee parcdsonthe west sde of te railroad. Given
the above information, the potentia for structurd remains of 18th through 20th century residences and
rdated outbuilding is high inthe Fruitlands Museum Historic Historic District. The potentia for
occupationa related features dating to the same period is dso high both a Stes represented exclusively
in an archaeologicad context and with structures still standing.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fruitlands Museums Historic District isacollection of musaumson 130 acresin the eestern
Worcester County town of Harvard, Massachusetts, developed during the first half of this century by
Clara Endicott Seers(1863-1960) on her country estate, the Pergolas. The first of these museums
Fruitlands itself, was established in 1914 with the restoration and opening of te  home of Bronson
Alcott's Transcendentdist Consociate Family as amuseum. From that gart. Seerswent on to add three
additional musaums the Shaker Museum, the American Indian Museum, and the Picture Gallery, toform
acdluger of rdated public places on her large esate. Additiona buildingsrdated to the administration of
the estate and musaumsinclude: Progpect House, tea rooms, and adminigtrative goaces the Knight-
Dudley House, now the Director's Resdence; the Willard Farm complex; and the Garden Housg, a
resdence for her staff. The buildings within the museum grounds are of architectura interest
individually and collectively, and include two traditional center-chimney houses amid-19th century end
house and barn complex, an early Shaker office, two smal museum buildings, a restaurant, offices, and
library building, and an early 20th century cottage and garage. These resources include buildings on the
land Searspurchased, some she moved into her estate, and new congtruction.  Although some buildings
have been moved from their origina context, these moves were part of Sears planfor  the estate and
resulted inthe preservation of buildings that might otherwise have been lost. Sears deve pment of the
museumstook place between 1910 and 1947, aperiod extending one year into the fifty-year cutoff date
for condgderation of properties eligibility for Nationa Regiger listing. Clara Endicott Seerswas an early
New England preservationist, among the first to assemble a persond collection of buildings and artifacts
and open them to the public. The musaumsthat survive demongrate the quality and innovation of her
accomplishments and represent an important early sepin the devdopment of the  research ingtitutions
that outdoor museums are today. The centerpiece of te  museum, Fruitlands, was mede a M assachusetts
Historic Landmark in 1966 and was designated aNational Historic Landmark in 1974. This nomination
recommends the larger museum property for National Register Historic District designation. The
property includes sixteen (16) contributing buildings, six (6) contributing structures, five (5) contributing
dtes, two (2) contributing objects, and ane (1) non-contributing building. The Fruitlands Museums
Higtoric District meatscriteriaA, B, and C a the loca level. It retains integrity of location, setting,
design, materias, workmanship, fegling, and association.

(continued)
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Harvard has itsmunicipa roots in the granting of the Nashaway Plantation in 1643, alarge parce
measuring eight by ten milesthat becamethe town of Lancagter, as well the similarly large town of
Groton, incorporated in 1655. Settlement in the areabegen in the west neer the Nashua River, and a8
settlers increased in number. Harvard was incorporated as a separatetown from parts of these
communities in 1732. Digpersed settlement and mixed grain and husbandry agriculture characterized the
town's colonia period, followed by Federd-period deveopment with the intensification of agriculture.
Clusgtered village and hamlet settlement could be found in Harvard's center village and a the turnpike
village in Still River. A custer of smal mills could be found on Bowers Brook north of the center
village, the town's only example of traditional 19th century water-powered industrial development.
During the 18th and 19th centuries. Harvard was exceptiond for the repeated attraction into its midst of
unusud if not eccentric commund societies.

Shadrach Ireland started the pattern with his community in the northeast part of the town, which in turn
dtracted Mother Ann Lee and her earliest followersa the end of the 18th century. Thetown'sthird
clugtered settlement. Shaker Village, grew up there in the first haf of the 19th century. Far more short-
lived but no lessemblematic and influential was the Transcendentdist Fruitlands here on Progpect Hill.
Thetown participated to adegree in the mid-19th century shift to dairy farming, but it was its proximity
to eastem cities and the presenceof the railroad that mede itsfarmers tum their fertile lands to market
gardening. Itschief agricultura deveopment, however, canewith the rise of gpple culture inthe town
and region, leading to its position as the Commonwedth's chief producer in 1940. The town's natura
beauty mede it increasingly attractiveto visitors, and summer homes became a popular feature during the
soond half of the 19th century. At first many of the summer visitors were former residents, returning
seasondly to their family farms from their new middle-class livesin city and suburb. Others boarded
with residents, in the handful of inns, or a the Sheker Rural Retreet. By the turn of the century,
however, wedthier visitors began to purchasetracts and congtruct larger and more fashionable homes
Fiske Warren developed a Single Tax Endave in the town, Tahanto, purchasing significant acreege in the
town aong Bolton Road and West Bare Hill Road, and he and many of his associates built rural etates
on large lots. Asauthor F.S. Savage notes about Harvard in the first quarter of the 20th century: "There
ae many old farms that have bean purchasad by city people and much land has been brought and nice
housss erected by people of wedlth..." (Savage 1924:49)

Clara Endicott Searswas among the best-known and accomplished of the town's summer visitors. In
1910, she sHected this Progpect Hill steto build her estate, the Pargolas.  After she had purchased an
adjacent parcd of land in 1913 e learned that the unsightly house down the hill was the home of
Bronson Alcott's Fruitlands. Thisdiscovery led Seersdown pathsto what would become her legacy, the
writing of fiction and history about New England, its landscgpe, and materid culture, and the creation of
museums to teech others about them. Each of Sears books of New  England history and each of her
museums were initiated by discoveries made in and around her Harvard estate. After discovering
Fruitlands in her backyard, Seers undertook research on the commune and the restoration of the house,
and gpened it as amuseum in 1914. Her ressarch on Fruitlands led her to the Shaker village in Harvard,
where she became acquainted with the ddresses and was asked to preserve their oldest building, which
becamethe Shaker Museum in 1916. After "arrow heeds' were discovered inher fieldsin 1928, Sears
begen collecting Native American artifacts, hoping to assamble an authentic collection representing a
variety of tribes. She edablished the American Indian Musaum in 1929 and expanded it in 1932. Her
last museum was the Picture Gallery, built in 1941 to hold her collection of primitives and itinerant
painters, and she later expanded it in 1947 to house har Hudson River School works. 1n 1940 and 1941

(continued)
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Searslost her lands to the west of the Boston and Maine Railroad right-of-way, amounting to over 200
acres, to the wartime expansion of Camp Devens. (Fruitlands Archives, Correspondence; Barton 1988:
passim)

Clara Endicott Seerswas born in 1863 to Knyvet Winthrop Seers (1832-1891) and Mary Pesbody Sears
(1836-1929). Descendant of early colonia governors and Chinatraders. Seerswas born into alife of
wedth and security. The family's primary residence was on Beacon Street in Boston, with seesond visits
to farmsin Danvers and Groton, to the seeside a Nahant, to grandparents in Sdem, to Britain and the
Continent. Perhgps because of the accomplishments of her ancestors, and certainly in part because of
their permesetion of her daily life. Searshed alifelong interest in New England history. Early in her
privileged youth. Seersvowed to marry only if she found exactly the right man, and she was reluctant to
give up her indgpendencefor the role of wife and mother. When her father died in 1891, when she was
twenty-eight, she chosethe role of companion to her mother, which provided her with ample
opportunities to pursue her persond interests. Her long interest in literature and spirituality led her to
collect agroup aquotations on sdlf-knowledge and work "for thosewho hed logt their bearings,”
publishing The Power Within in 1911. (Barton 1988: 1-46)

Searswas nearly fifty before she established ahousehold of her own, when she sdected the fine Prospect
Hill vigas as a subgtitute for the family's Riverdde Farm in Groton. From Groton, she had frequently
driven through Harvard and its environs, and had admired the exceptiond views acrossthe Nashua
valley. She devdoped her plan to purchase land in the area, but was initialy frustrated in her efforts as
the owners were unwilling to sall farmsthat "hed been in the familiesfor many generations' (Harris
1940: 31). Eventudly, however, farmers began to rdesse specificfiel ds,the first being Willard S
Dudley's 38 acresfrom in 1910. There she built the Pergolas, named for the columns and wellheads she
imported from Venice in 1906, which would ornament the gardens. She participated with her contractors
in the design of the building, which she caled "avillawith English comforts' (Barton 1988: 62). The
large, clgpboarded housetook the ample hip-block form with alower hipped wing to the right. Savege
characterized the house as "the finest resdence we have inthe town" (Savage 1924: 49) The edtate
included arange of other buildings, known from tax records but not from photographs, including the
$30,000 house, one $3,000 and two other garages three cottages, a "hermitage” agreenhouse, barn, fruit
cdlar, and auto shed (Inventory and Vduation of Harvard). The house and all but two of these rdated
buldings were demolished after Sears deeth; the Pergolas survives only inarchaeologicd form (HA-25),
the only surviving dements the Garden House and garage.

After her initial purchase. Searseventudly purchased most of five farmsteads dong Progpect Hill Road,
& well as ahandful of amaler adjacent lots, accumulating what Savege described as "over one mile of
the finest scenic property in the town" (Savage 1926: 49). Willard S Dudley and his father Slas hed
operated Progpect Farm on the acreegethat would later form the center of the museums complex. The
Dudleys specidized inmilk for the Boson market. Eventudly over the next three decades Sears
purchased mogt of the Dudley operation, first aseriesoffieldsand finally in 1945 the farmstead complex
(HA-52). In 1910, the farm complex included a house, bam, two sheds, corn barn, hoghouse, henhouse,
cooper shop, windmill and pump; the surviving eement, the center-chimney Knight-Dudley House was
moved from its original site on Progpect Hill Roed to be renovated as the Director's Resdence. Also in
1910 Searspurchasad the Michad Coffee Farm, located to the south of the Dudley Farm, opposite the
terminus of Madigan Road. Coffee'sfarmatead (HA-51) hed included a house, bam, henhouses and
shed, their gppearance unknown, as well as the dte of another farmateed (HA-26). The barn was

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMS Approval No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section number  §— Page

Fruitlands Museums Historic District
Harvard (Worceser County)
M assachusetts

subsequently moved into the museums areaito become apart of Progpect House. Searsaso purchesd
land behind the Dudley and Coffee parcds on the opposite, west sde of therailroad in 1912 and 1913,
including the dite of abrickyard operation. Beginningin 1913, Sears made purchases of components of
Abd Willard's large farm operation. Willard was the son of Still River's prominent Baptist Bowles
Willard, and he accumulated more than 200 acres, including the farm that contained the Fruitlands house
and bam. This land becamethe core of the Farm component a her estate, subsequently known as
Pergolas Farm, serving today as the superintendent's residence. The operation was extengve, including a
regisered Guernsey herd and abuilding complex composad of ahouse, barn, shed, carriage house,
icehouse, windmill and pump. Searsadded agarage, bull pen, hoghouse, toolshed, silo, and henhouse,
many of which still survive. Searsexpanded further beyond Willard's Farm with the purchase of the
Haynes Farm to the north dong Progpect Hill Road (HA-53), a large center-chimney housewith a
Beverly jog, and two bams, one an ample New England barn; these were demolished by Seers. Seers
purchesed small parcdsas well, including the small acre and ahalf of land on which the Garden House
good, purchased in 1912 from Ellen Seaver of Arlington. Sears ds0 is believed to have purchased a
small lot and cottage on the west Sde of theroad from H.E. Drury (Savage 1924: 49), which she moved
in to form apart of Progpect House. (Fruitlands Archives, Title Abgtracts, Harris 1940: 31-32; Inventory
and Vauation of Harvard, 1910)

Parhgpsthe mogt significant of the properties Seerspurchesad was Fruitlands, the home of Bronson
Alcott's short-lived 1843 communa experiment. Amos Bronson Alcott (1799-1888) was awriter and
educator of the Transcendental movement, first known for his Obsarvations on the Principles and
Methods of Infant Instruction (1830) and for Elizabeth Pegbody'stranscriptions of his dasslecturesin
Record of a Schoaol (1835). Hewas best known, perhaps, as the father of Louisa May Alcott (1832-
1888), author of Little Women. Like the better-known Concord philosophers Raph Wado Emerson and
Henry David Thoreau, Alcott was aradica young Unitarian searching for persona freedom, inner
discipline, and transcendent experience. Hisunusud efforts of experimentation made him the object of
some humor and scorn within and without the movement.  Alcott moved frequently from schoal to
school, position to position, inalife of uncertainty acutdy felt by hiswife Abigail May Alcott and their
four daughters.  During atrip to England to visit a school based on his mode, Alcott met Charles Lane
and convinced him to finance acommund experiment in Massachusetts. On their return to the United
Sates, they purchased afarm in Harvard where they would live acommuna existance as a Consociate
Family. A house, barn, and land were purchased, described a the time in the Dial as "ill-placed ad
unsightly," and the plan was to erect new cottages & afuture date (Nourse 18%4: 276). They werejoined
there by Lanes son William; Henry G. Wright, ateacher in the English Alcott Schooal; the English mystic
Samud Bower; Samud Earned, a Brook Farm member; Brook Farm beker Thomas Hecker, founder of
the Paulist Fathers, reformer Josgph Pamer (1789-1873), who hed been jailed for wearing a beard;
Chrigtopher Green, Samud Gredey, AnnaPaige, and Abram Wood. The commune would be vegetarian
and hoped to avoid the use of draught animals as well, "to supersede ultimately the labor of the plough
and cattle, by the goade and the pruning knife" (Nourse 18%4: 276). The inexperienced group was not
cgpable of achieving the self-sufficiency they aimed for, and the group dissolved during the first winter.

Pdmer gayed on, purchasng the farm, renaming it Fredands, and welcoming tranpsto stay. After his
death, his grandsons purchased the property from his estate for their mother Nancy Pamer Holman (d.
1893). Shortly after her death, it was purchased by Abd Willard and tenanted.  (Nourse 18%4: 275-284;
Fruitlands Archives, Title Abgtracts, Holman, n.d.)

(continued)
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After acquiring Fruitlands, Seersdevdoped an intellectua interest and felt a spiritual affinity for Alcott.
She undertook research on the commune, locating descendants of mambers, and interviewing them for
anecdotes and facts about the group and its experience. With acontractor, Mr. Hardy of Ayer, she
renovated and restored the houseto her understanding of its gppearance a the time of the Alcott
occupancy, removing one wing, recongructing one a a "colonia kitchen," and replacing the center
chimney, windows, and doors. She tracked down objects associated with the Alcottsas well as with
Henry David Thoreau, arranging them in Fruitlands in acombination of period and exhibit oaces Her
book Bronson Alcott's Fruitlands was published the next year and was favorably reviewed. She then
became a member of Bogton's Authors Club, an important feeture of her life fromthen on. Fruitlands
was opened as amuseum in 1914, at first opened seasondly for three afternoons per week, when a
matron was available "to show and entertain many guestswho come from all over the country." (Savage
1924: 49; Barton 1988 65-81; Fruitlands Archives, Trustees Medtings)

Her research on Fruitlands led her to the Shaker village in Harvard, where the Consodiates hed frequently
visited and where Charles Lane resided for atime after the failure of Fruitlands. Ann Lee hed visited
Harvard during 1781 when she and her followers traveled eest from the Hudson River valley and
founded a number of small local communities inwestern and centrd Massachusetts. In Harvard, she
built on the remnants of Shedrach Irdand's religious endave and eventudly incorporated his"'Square
House' into the community. Ann Lee goent an exceptional amount of time within the Harvard
community in the decade before her desth. The presence of the Shakearsin the town was a source of loca
fear and excitement, including attacks and atemptsto turn the Shakersout of the town. The Shekers
prevailed, however, congructing residences, a metinghouse, offices, aschooal, ten shops, seven bams, a
tannery, agristmill, and asawmill by 1828. Their main busnesswas farming and horticulture, raising
herbs, broom corn, and sseds and selling medicina extracts, brooms, seves, canned fruit, herbs, and
ssads Havard's Shaker Village wes listed inthe National Regigter of Historic Hacesin 1989.  Among
the buildings that survive inthe Church Family are the 1791 Mestinghouse, the Second House, a Tailor
Shaop, the sone Herb House, the New Office, the brick Ministry, the Carpentry Shop, and aBarn. Atthe
South Family, three buildings survive, the Dwelling House, the Applesauce House or Shop, and the
Washhouse. Also surviving are the large bam ruins within each family as well as their irrigation system,
pathways, sonewalls, and asignificant array of archaeologica resources. A single sanding building of
the North Family, its Office, dso survives a 157 Sheker Road. Harvard is dso noted for the survival
here of the Holy Hill of Zion, between South Shaker and Ann Lee roads, one of the outdoor worship
aress edtablished by Sheker communities in responseto a period of awvakening and visions. The Shaker
community peaked during this mid-century period, when about 200 memberslived in town and the
families owned about 2,000 acres of land in Harvard, Ayer, and Littleton.

By the time Searsbecame interested inthe Sheker community, its numbers had significantly diminished
and planswere in motion to dissolve the Harvard community, sdll the property, and have remaining
members relocate to surviving villages. Over the years. Searshad become acquainted with the Sheker
ddresses and deveoped aquick rgpport with them. She admired the work ethic of the Shakers, the
drength and independence of the ddresses, and felt compassion for them in the face of locad prejudice.
Se was interested intheir particular experience of spirituality and revelation, and she cameto know
them well enough to be given aocess to their records. When the village was to be abandoned, the
ddresses asked Searsin 1916 to prepare a book and to purchase and to preserve their oldest building.
The Sheker Officegtood inthe Church Family on the main thoroughfare now known as Sheker Road,
one of the earliest yet leest dtered of the buildings inthe village. Searseagerly agreed to incorporate the

(continued)
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building into her estate and accomplished the entire relocation in sSix weeks.  In addition to the building.
Searstook a range of granite landscaping dements for fences and paths, as well as thedigtinctive
mounting geps. Savage noted that Sears "wes very particular to have every board, clgpboard and eech
timber to be in exactly the same places as it was in the original," work accomplished by L. Kingston
Savage In addition Searsreceived giftsand purchased items of Shaker domestic life, the core of the
musaum collection today, whose srength is its Harvard Shaker artifacts. Gleanings from Old Sheker
Journads was published in 1916, and the Sheker building was soon opened as a museum, probably after
the close of World War I. The large acreage of the Shakerswas purchased by Fiske Warren, who began
assoond sngletax endave there, Shakerton. (Barton 1988; 82-96; Fruitlands Archives, Trustees
Meetings)

After Native American artifactswere discovered during plowing on her property in 1928, Sears curiosity
was "fired" and she began collecting additiond artifacts, both locally and by mail. She corresponded
with afull array of experts in the emerging fieldsof North American archaeology, ethnography, and
materia culture. Sears interest inloca Native American culture was strong, and she worked closely
with Warren King Mooreheed of the Pegbody Museum in Andover, acquiring most of her New England
artifactsthrough him and funding an archaeologica survey of the Nashuavalley by him. She hoped for
the discovery of avillage site and aburid to augment her collections and enliven har exhibits. Sears dso
corresponded and purchased artifactsfrom Henry T. Newman of lowa, but her concern over the
authenticity of hisfinds brought their collaborationto aquick end. Mogt of her western artifacts were
acquired from Col. A. B. Welch of Mandan, North Dakota, the adopted son of a Sioux chief and an
employee of the Department of the Interior. For over adecade, she corresponded and mede purcheses
from him of Sioux artifacts, assembling acollection of excdlent quality. The American Indian Museum
was congtructed in two Sagesin 1929 and 1932 and incorporated two older buildingswithin it. Thefirst
portion employed the Still River North Schoolhouse, formerly located on the eest Side of Progpect Hill
Road opposite the farm; the front addition employed an old barn. The whole was encased in old brick
vener sdvaged from the Lancager Town Hall. She commissioned two sculptures for the outsde of the
museum, both by her cousin Philip Shdton Seers (1869-1953), Pumunanquet and Wo Peenin 1931 ad
1938 respectively. Philip Searswes agraduate of Harvard Law School and a sudent of Danid Chester
French (1850-1931). Other of his gatues, bugs, and memorids are in the collections of the
Massachusetts Statehouse, Harvard Medicd School and Varsity Club, and the White House, as well as
municipalities in and outside of Massachusetts (Opitz 1986). Clara Endicott Seers published The Gresat
Powwow, about Metacom or King Phillip, in 1934. (Barton 1988: 110-125; Volmar 1995; passim)

Asthe number of musaums increased. Sears tumed to activitiesaimed a improving their administration.
In 1930 e established the Fruitlands and Waysde Museums, Inc., a Massachusetts corporation for
"literary, educationa, and benevolent purposes' that were exceptionally broad, including the collecting,
preserving, exhibiting, and publishing of historic, antiquarian, or artistic objects, books, and pictures, as
well as carrying on agriculture and maintaining parks. The capita stock of $5000 was paid for with a
section of her property including the museums an areaof 51.5 acres, as well as "copyrights and
collections of objects pertaining to the Shekers American Indians, and Concord Philosophers” From
then on. Searswould report regularly to her board of trustees, and her museumswould be tax exempt.
To attract and pleese her growing numbers of visitors. Searsaso added a public teeroom a Progpect
House. Thiscomplex was congructed by Seersin 1933 from two existing buildings, a cottage and the

(continued)
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Coffey barn, and new congruction, the front serving first as a caretaker's cottage, the rear as the tearoom.
Taking advantage of aposition near the top of the ridge, its views mede it a popular gop for auto tourists
and later Camp Devens soldiers. (Fruitlands Archives, Incorporation Papars Harris 1940: 30-31)

Her last museum was the Picture Gallery, built in 1941 to hold her collection of primitives and the work
of itinerant painters. 1t was expanded in 1946 to house her Hudson River School works. Seers hed been
collecting portraits for many years, using her time-tested combination of writing to deders, advertising
in newspapers, and stopping by a old farmhouses. When she had a number she thought sufficient to
exhibit, e planned asmadl galery. Itwas her practice "to employ locd tdent inall these
undertakings," while she drew the design hersdf, as e "dways' had. E.H. Hayes and L.D. RusHl of
Clinton were hired to execute the first al-new building, designed o that it would not "take attention
awvay from the rest of the old housss™ The lighting of the galleries was her pride, designed after the
gdleries of Doll & Richards of Boston, with an exceptiona sysem of double roofsin the skylights, dso
executed by locd firms, the ged framefurnished by Eagtern Bridge & Structural Company of
Worcester. She tumed next to American landscgpe paintings, relying on the advice of Henry Vose of
Boston's Vose Gdleries to assamble her exceptiona collection. When this collection reeched a
comfortable size, she doubled the sze of the Ficture Gallery to accommodate it. She published Some
American Primitives in 1941 and Highlights among Hudson River Artists in 1947. During the work on
the Picture Gallery, Searswes finally adle to purchesethe lagt farmstead parcd of the Dudley Farm,
including the Knight-Dudley House, in 1945. Sears was shocked by the date of deterioration a the
house, and planned to move the house further within the estate. She was able to move the house the next
year and proceeded with the restoration in 1947. That work was doneto Sears specification by Marjorie
Ferce, an architect with experience inrestoring and remodelling old houses practicing in Lexington
MA. (Fruitlands Archives, Trustees Medtings)

Seas efforts a the sudy and collection of New England artifacts and building are firmly within the
pattern of outstanding individual efforts that characterized the fields early years. Inher eclectic
interests. Searsresembles some of her New England predecessors, the individuas like Ben Perley Poor
and organizations like the Massachusetts Historical Society and the Essex Ingtitute, assembling their
cabinets of curiosities. Successful efforts to preserve early buildingsdated to the campaign for Old
South Church in 1876, accelerating as family and patriotic associations and locd historical societies
embraced this method of demonstrating American culture and vaues. In her choice to assemble
buildings threatened in other locations. Seers predates New England's better-known practitioners, Henry
Ford a the Waysde Inn, Henry and Helen Flynt a Deerfield, and Albert Wellsa Sturbridge. Seersisan
exemplar of the efficacy of individuas in the early years of the preservation movement in the United
Sates, and is of specid interest a8 an accomplished woman among better-known men. Like them Sears
usd her avocationd interest, accumulated knowledge, and inherited wedlth to etablish a persond
collection that formed the core of asaries of musaums. Searswias a0 exceptiond inher skill and
willingness to conduct historical research on her chosen subjects, and presenting that resserch in a
digtinguished series of volumes. Opening her persond collectionsto the public a such early datesand in
the form of an outdoor museum mede Clara Endicott Searsa leeder and an innovator.

Searswas best known for these musaums and the assodiated books, but she was anovdist and
memoridist as well. Inadditionto her "museum” books, her interest in Fruitlands led her to the
followers of William Miller, about whom she wrote in Days of Delusion, published in 1924. She

(continued)
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published three higtorica novels st in Harvard: TheBell Ringer {\9\S), The Romance of Fiddlers Green
(1922) and Whispering Pines (1930). During World War One she wrote the popular song "The
Unfurling of the Flag" and organized the Canning and Evaporating Club to prepare preserved foods for
the front and camps such as nearby Devens. Her final volume. Early Personal Reminiscences, about her
childhood and family, was published in 1956. (Barton 1988: pasim)

Clara Endicott Seersdied in 1960. At that timethe corporation Fruitlands and Wayside Museums, Inc.
received her Harvard property and shortly thereafter the Pergolas was demolished. Since that timethe
corporate name has bean shortened to Fruitlands Musaums, Inc. Fruitlands continues to collect, preserve
and interpret artifacts associated with Native Americans and 19th century American art and culture. To
kegp up with trends in muscology, the musaum converted the caretaker's dwelling intoalibrary and
archive, and added fireproof sorageto the galery. The museum maintains aprofessiond staff and
energetic volunteers, attracting about 15,000 visitors annudly. (Fruitlands Archives, Probate File, Sdif-
sudy Documentation)

Archaeologicd Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupations in Harvard are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areacan provide vauable information on the role Stes in thisarea
play in the overall subsstence and settlement sysems of Native Americans inthe Nashua River drainage
and their rdationships to the larger Merrimack River sygem. Severd Stes have been recorded within
and adjacent to the nominated district documenting loca examples of aregiond pattern of Native use of
the Nashua River fioodplain and its adjacent terraces and ridges. In 1983 the Massachusetts Historical
Commission Prehigtoric Survey Team recorded the prehistoric collectionsof the Fruitlands Mussum
which contained over 500 artifacts from the Searscollection, many of which were probably collected
from the district area. Unfortunately, mogt of the artifacts lacked provinance information beyond the
town leve limiting their significancefor management and research oriented study. Prehistoric Stes in
this areacan help increasethe vaue of this artifact collection by providing a comparative bads of
artifact types and materids from adocumented context to compare with types in the collection.

Historic archaeologica remains described above havethe potential to provide detail information on the
socid, cultural and economic changes that characterized atown dominated by the agricultural economy
and populated by unusud if not eccentric societies throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.  This pattem
continued into the 20th century, however, this later period dso saw the increase of the town as aresort as
many of the town's farmswere purchased by city people and land was bought and houses built by
weslthy people. Mapping and excavation of structura remains from residences and outbuildings of the
farmsoriginally present on the nominated property can reconstruct the layout of these individua farms
and their original gppearance. Archaeological datamay be our only source of information on the
gopearance of a leet two farmsincluding the Coffee famstead (HRV-HA-51) and the farmsteed Ste a
HRV-HA-26. Structura remains can help recongtruct residences and the changing agricultural land use
of eech farmstead. At the Pergolas ste (HRV-HA-25), structurd remains can help reconstruct the
centerpiece of Sears aummer retreat and document or disprove satementsthat the house was of grand
design but poorly congtructed. Potentid structura remains can dso help document dataiof congtruction
for buildings and components of sanding structures no longer extant. Many congtruction datesfor Sites
and standing gtructures in the district are not conclusively known including the Fruitlandswhich dso hed

(continued)
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an ell, no longer extant, extending from the west reer corner. Archaeologica data can dso document the
extent to which Searsrecongruction followed the origina form of the house.

Detailed andysis of structural remains and occupationd rdated features rdated to the farm stesinthe
district can adso document town and regiona agricultura trends and techniques which evolved from
mixed grain and husbandry during the Colonial Period to shiftsin dairy farming inthe mid 1Sth century.
Archaeological data can dso document when and to what extent farmers turned to market gardening in
regponseto gimulus from their proximity to eestern cities and the railroad as well as the growth of the
town's chief agricultural product of gpples. Archaeological data can dso identify changeswhich
occurred as farmswere purchased by city people possibly acting as gentlemen farmers.

Detailed andysis of occupationa rdated features can dso document and test the concept that Harvard
atracted unusud if not eccentric societies during the 18th and 19th centuries and the extent to which
Sears may have continued this pattern into the 20th century. Archaeologica data, particularly
occupationd related featuresmay be present from documented aspects of Bronson Alcott'sshort lived
1843 commund experiment a the Fruitlands where agroup of individuals attempted to live in a
communa and vegetarian exigence towards agod of self-sufficiency. Data may survive in an
archaeologica context to document agpects of these gods. Inaddition to datardating to agricultural
technologies some of the farmsin the district dso contained componeants that can contribute data on
other technologies and trades including wind technology, coopering and transportation. The presence of
abrickyard operation on the land to the reer of the Dudley and Coffee farmsateads d<o indicates the
potential to recover information relating to the brickmaking industry.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM references (cont.)
5. 285 280 4708 400
6. 284 560 4708 420

Verbal boundary description:

1024-0018

The boundaries of this district are marked on the atached Town of Harvard assessors mgos numbers 11,

15 and 16 ad include the entire parcd hdd by Fruitlands Museums.

Boundary justiflcation:
The boundaries of the Fruitlands Museums Historic District were drawn to include all of the lands

assambled by Clara Endicott Searswhich aretill held by the museums and surround the Fruitlands
National Historic Landmark.
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[on. John F.X Davoren

Secretary of the GEanonwealth

Chai reum) Maesachusetts Historical CoBaBissioa
he Baacon Street

Boat on* Kaesachiiaetts OZty®

Dear M. thvorerit

After careful consideration we axeretum ng your ncraination for
Fruitlands Miseuns. | nour opinion thebuildings do not haT*
mfficient historical cohesireness tomerit inclusicai i nthe H&*
tlo&al Begister asa district.

Tou Bi ™t consider noEinating each structure individually. As you
know we are reluctant toaccept buildings which have been noved,
especially i f siailar structuresare still in existence on their
original sites. VW& will be pleased to consider noiainations for any
of the properties which appear toaeet thecriteria i n their own
riint.

Sincerely yours.

Wlliam J. Murta-h (Sgd.)

Wllian J. Xortae
Iteeper of tIM Matiainl Begister

cc:
Director, Northeast Region wcy inc
LI- M. Wnge

coy TLnc
fPHR - Mrs. Mott, w/cy inc
AShull:Imp n2-8-73
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
April 10, 1997 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Haces

Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

P.O. Box 37127 AR
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination for:
Fruitlands Museum Higtoric Didtrict, Harvard (Worcester County), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer. The owner of the property inthe Certified Loca
Government community of Harvard was notified of pending State Review Board consderation
60-120 days before the mesting.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg, National Regider Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

cc. Fruitlands Museum, Inc., Harvard, MA
John Martin, Chair, Harvard Historica Commission, Harvard, MA
Virginia Thurston, Chair, Board of Sdectmen, Harvard, MA
Claire Dempsey, Presarvation Consultant
Nancy Reifenstein, CLG Coordinator, Town of Harvard

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website wvw.magnet.state. ma.us/sec/mhc



