


7. Original owner (if known) Pr oM Mrs. Edward E. Cummings

Original ue residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education X Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement Invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Nunmber 104 Irving Street was t he chil dhood
home of poet e.e. cumm ngs. The house was com
m ssioned by his father, Prof. Edward Cxonm ngs,
an educator at Harvard as well as a pastor.

The building i sColonial Revival i nstyle,
and features one-over-one wi ndows, dentil cornice
with a broad frieze, andthree pedi mented dormers
with paired windows. The porch has tuscan colums

The house i slocated a short distance away
from the WIliam Janes House.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) ,
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7. Original owner (if known) Prof, and Mrs. Edward E. Cummings

Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation
Agricultural Education X
Architectural XX Exploration/

The Arts settlement
Commerce Industry
Communication n Military
Community development Political

Recreation
Religion
Science/
invention
Social/

humanitarian
Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Nunmber 104 Irving Street was t he childhood
home of poet e.e. cumm ngs. The house was com
m ssioned by his father, Prof. Edward Cumm ngs, =
an educator at Harvard as well as a pastor.

The building i s Colonial Revival i nstyle,

and features one-over-one wi ndows,

dentil <cornice

with a broad frieze, andthree pedi mented dormers
with paired windows. The porch has tuscan columns

The house i slocated a short
from the WIliam Janes House .

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.) n
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.. VANTARY FORM GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET Comnunity: Foi*No:

NASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL QKM SSI ON Mid-Cambridge I1.B.33
O fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name e.e. cummings house

Indicate each itemon inventory foi mvrfiich i sbeing continued bel ow

Wiile this house isasignificant for itsarchitectural quality asa - <
Col oni al Revival building, its main mgortance stens fropiitsassociation *>
with e.e. cummngs, wio was bomi n thehouse i n1894 andlived there until

he graduated from Harvard College, cummngs received his Bachelor's (1915)
and Master's (1917) fromHarvard. 1 n 1917 he noved t o NewYork City where
he resided at 21 E 15th $t. n .

curmings speaks of t he house i n abook entitled sixnonlectures, which
consists of talks originally deliveredat Hrvard asthe Charles Eliot Norton
Lectures of 1952-53. He says, "M own hone faced t he Canbridge, world as a finely
and solidly constructed nansion, preceded by alarge oval lawn and ringedwith
an inposing white-pine hedge." Andlater, "Qwe of the nany wonderful things about
a honeis that it canbeas!ively asyou please wthout ever becomng public. The
big Canbridge house was i nthis respect, as i n all other respects, atrue hone."
cunmings lived inthehouse withhis parents, hissister, two successive grandnothers,
an aunt, anuncle, and fromthree tofour servants. Fomsixnonlectures, it is
evident tliat the house was of great enotional significance tothe poet.

The fornmer Gunmings sunmer hone i nSilver Lake, NewHanpshire, i s preserved
as anhistoric site.

The e.e. cunmngs house neets criteria A™ Cof the National Register of
Historic Places.
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Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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