


7. Original owner (if known) P^o^' Mrs. Edward E. Cummings 

r e s i d e n t i a l Original use_ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 
Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 104 I r v i n g S t r e e t was the childhood 
home of poet e.e. cummings. The house was com­
missioned by h i s f a t h e r , Prof. Edward Cxommings, 
an educator a t Harvard as w e l l as a pastor. 

The b u i l d i n g i s Co l o n i a l Revival i n s t y l e , 
and features one-over-one windows, d e n t i l cornice 
w i t h a broad f r i e z e , and three pedimented dormers 
w i t h p a i r e d windows. The porch has tuscan columns 

The house i s lo c a t e d a short distance away 
from the W i l l i a m James House. . . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) , . . . 

i 
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5. L o c a t i o n of Lega l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. Representa t ion in Exist ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ipt ion 
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dates 
boundary select ion 



C. S i q n i f i c £ n c e 

tmeemt mmtme »Mmmr ArmtMmml 
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summary paragraph 
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checked 
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re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 
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j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
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S . M a j o r E t b l t o g r a p h t c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g ! r £ p h i e a { P a t a 

Ac*—e^ ncmt̂ wme pa>p»^ 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 
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13. Other 

Maps 
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Other 

Ques t ions conce rn ing th i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 
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1. 

7. Original owner (if known) P r o f , and Mrs. Edward E. Cummings 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication ^ 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 
Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 10 4 I r v i n g S t r e e t was the childhood 
home of poet e.e. cummings. The house was com­
missioned by h i s f a t h e r , Prof. Edward Cummings, ;•• 
an educator a t Harvard as w e l l as a pastor. 

The b u i l d i n g i s C o l o n i a l Revival i n s t y l e , 
and features one-over-one windows, d e n t i l cornice 
w i t h a broad f r i e z e , and three pedimented dormers 
w i t h p a i r e d windows. The porch has tuscan columns 

The house i s l o c a t e d a s h o r t distance away 
from the W i l l i a m James House . \ Z 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) ^ . ., 
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..v̂ NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 
Mid-Cambridge 

Foi^No: 

II.B.33 

Property Name: e.e. cummings house 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vrfiich is being continued below. 

While this house is a significant for i t s architectural quality as a - <-
Colonial Revival building, i t s main inportance stems fropiits association •» 
with e.e. cummings, who was bom in the house in 1894 and lived there until 
he graduated from Harvard College, cummings received his Bachelor's (1915) 
and Master's (1917) from Harvard. In 1917 he moved to New York City where . 
he resided at 21 E. 15th St. ^ i . 

cummings speaks of the house in a book entitled six nonlectures, which 
consists of talks originally delivered at Harvard as the Charles Eliot Norton 
Lectures of 1952-53. He says, "My own home faced the Cambridge, world as a finely 
and solidly constructed mansion, preceded by a large oval lawn and ringed with 
an inposing white-pine hedge." And later, "Qne of the many wonderful things about 
a home is that i t can be as lively as you please without ever becoming public. The 
big Cambridge house was in this respect, as in a l l other respects, a true home." 
cummings lived in the house with his parents, his sister, two successive grandmothers, 
an aunt, an uncle, and from three to four servants. From six nonlectures, i t is 
evident tliat the house was of great emotional significance to the poet. 

The former Cummings summer home in Silver Lake, New Hanpshire, is preserved 
as an historic site. 

The e.e. cummings house meets criteria A ̂  C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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received 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page / ^ / 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area  
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

fi.. 'curranings, e. e.. House Keeper. /f^f^^Z/yZ^^lJd^ ,Z 6'}^'' . 

Attest 

92^iv^iity^DdE/^^ OBJECTIQ^^^P^^ ^ff^l^ff^ 

^^-<^-^yZ-^. Z,^, Attest ^^W^ 7M 
y^. Nworth Avenue Congregational Church • w^Keeper ^jifAU, ^^yfc^ iZh-j^i Z'^t^-?^^ 

• . ^fis^arvrv- >f.vT>lAttest 

-9f. Prospect Congregational Church - ^Keeper /ZyjLuU. A.i^mAdAl^ kdl) <gjU 
BuBafanitIvs Eertew 

Attest 

^ j ™ t y >.se^^ OBJECTIQN ^ ^ M M ^ . f/Mk 
^^f-^uJiy^ . - Attest f^ZM^^ 

9^. Old Cambridge Baptist Church . K e e p e r f^i:,nZ^. Or. AAA)U.'%^ k.lZS^ 

' •• ' - -̂ •. ."' -̂• Z Attest 

'..̂ ^vWare Hall ^ ^ ^ Ĵ ^̂ ^̂  ^Keeper i'î >t----̂ *~-̂ AjiĴ  

" ': . - ' '"'y ' ' Attest 

Cambridge Public Library ^^„ ,^^ Keeper /AJ^U^^^ / / . AiuuAyu,^.(i-^ 

,5 i. ' Attest • 

Church of the New Jerusalem fiuSatintlVil^^eeper ^ 

'"'100. Busch-Reischinger House —• — • /. , /CJ 

DOE/OWiNlER OBJECTIQN • — 
Attest iM'>^^ 





8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l»nWc 4mim* •MiKir temmmmt 

M a t w M f i t ml M f W I j 

nummary paragraph 
—^.comp le teness 

c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of a r e a s - - ' ' ' 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

/}jeMiT(yy^^^ e^jc4nd)0 isior zc^UMByl 

Zy<)PCiAyiAi-^ \Z>lTlZ- <ILIAA.^LI^S. 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

I o< nenitnMM prapany . 

« * f * a l t i i w i i r y «a*cr<»t tw i a n * JaMtHteatton 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tha avaluatad Btgntftcanc* of ttito proparty wtthin tba atata la. 

national atata tocai 

• M a Mlatortc Praairvation OWicaf tignatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th is nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 
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