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Qigina sae
DESR PTTON
Date 1891 °

Sour ce deeds

Style Queen Anne

Architect unknown

Exterior V@l Fabric  wood shingle
Qut bui l dings garage-NC

Major Alterations (wth dates) wood shingle

replacing clapboards—l 920s

Gondi tion good

Mved o
Acreage 15,858 sg. ft

Date n/a
0-34 Mt-16-3l
Setting onarise, surrounded bv field-

stone wall, above busy roadway

Recorded by MNancy Seashol es

Organi zation WalthamHistorical Gonm
Date August, 1986

revised by C Jenkins



NATI ONAL REA STER CRITERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Nelson F. Libby House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship,
feeling and association. | tissignificant as the well-designed Queen Anne style hone of
a local industrialist who owned the woodworking and planing mill that apparently nade the
woodwor k f or many Waltham residences and commercial blocks of the period. Despite replace-
nment of clapboard with wood shingle sheathing, the house retains itsfine details and
massing. |t meets criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURL. SGNH CGANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Set on a rise above a roadway with constant traffic, this inposing Queen Anne style house i s
in a residential area of predom nantly 20th century houses. Like other similiar exanples of
the style, itsbhasically boxy gable-roofed formis successfullycanmouflaged by projecting
bays, turrets and porches. These include a corner tower with distinctive bell-shaped roof
and round-headed wi ndows at the top level, a recessed porch at the attic level with a bal-
ustrade and spindle screen, a strong cross gable with triple arched windows in the gable ' «
and canted sides, and a verandah with balustrade, bulbous turned posts and a gable marking
the location of the entrance. The entry itself displays a segnental fan. The only altera-
tion tothis fine late 19th century house i s the replacement of clapboards with wood

shingl es.

HSIGRCL SAQNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history axd how the
buflding relatesto the devel opnent of the conmunity.

This house was built in 1891 by Nelson F. Libby, an owner of the Libby and Larcom planing
mill at Prospect and Felton Streets. This mill, which undoubtedly made the woodwork for

this house, was also apparently the source of woodwork for nmany other Waltham houses and

comercial blocks of the period. In 1908, the Libbys sold the house to Alfred L Chase,

a salesman, who still owned i tin 1923

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds. 2005:550; 3354:507

Maps/ Atl ases~1900, 1911, 1915, 1923
Directories. 1899, 1909.
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1970 Atlas, City of Wl tham Vél t ham Massachusetts NRA
Conpi l ed by the Wl tham U7- U9 Weston Street

Engi neering Division Nel son F. Libby House
Scale: 1inch = U0 feet 35-1-3
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