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1. Is®ame
historic Forest Aveue School
and or common LI 111 e Red School House
et ik L m
street & number Concord Avenue'? hi&not for publication
7Tp
city, town Brockton Ni|fi vicinity cf congressional district  11th
state Massachusetts code 025 county Plymouth code 023
3. C[E£SEncatEon
Category Ownership Status Present Use
, dl-r- ct public AAAAA occupied agriculture X museum
_2L buiid;ng(s) private unoccupied commercial parK
structure both work in progress educational private residence
AN PiVviic Acquisition Accessible entertainment religioLis
object in process yes. restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military othprr
4. Ov/ner cf Property
nane Little Red School house Association
street & number
city, town Brockton vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pl ynout h County Regi stry of Deeds
street & number Russel | STreet
city, town Pl)TT10Uth State MA
6. Representation In Existing Surveys
title Inventory of the Historic A s of tpgs this property been determined elegible?
-CognKSnveel t- Propery WET . yes o
Nate Q.Q.7fi federal state county local

ogpogtay for auvey recyds . M assaGhusett”™i~rical Coimission.
aty,town 29 Vrashington Street, Boston,

state



Forest Avenue School

Check one Check one
- X excelient deteriorated _X unaltered original site

good ruins altered moved cste 1%9_
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriciinal (if know™n) physical appearance

The Forest Avenue School was originally located at the busy intersection of Forest Avenue
and Vst Street, |twas noved twoblocks toitspresent site tn 1969 v-lien a new branch
libran" was scheduled to be built onitsoriginal site. Thecurrent site is on the grcjnds
of Brockton's 6,000 student H gh School. GConcord Avenue is aterraced drive that runs by
the athletic fields to the high school conplex. The school house is |ocated on the inboind
side of the terrace andis shaded by trees. Because i tis 200t 0300 yards awnay fromthe
hi gh school itself, it retains itsoriginal sense of scale.

The school house is atwo and one hal f story, wood frane clapboard structure of rectangul ar
plan. It presently sits on anewhbrick foundation andis enclosed by a gable roof. .All

w ndows contain &6 doubl e hung sash and have sinple nol ded architraves. The west elevatior.
contains 2 enclosed entries beneath a conmon shed roof which are reached b?]/ aflight of

five wooden steps. Two windows arelocated at the second story level with asign reading
"Forest Ave. School". Asingle smller wndowlights the gable to wiich is attached aflag-
pole. Thenorth and south elevations both contain five evenly spaced v.'indons at each story.
The second floor classroomretains nineteenth centur> fittings.






C*r forT OMA M1y

Pcri't [.rcr.r cf Sipnificance—Check and justify befovv
preiiistoric; arcneoiogy-prehistoric community plEP.ning Isrc”cape architecture rei;:
IdOC—149£. archeoiogy-hisioric conservation iavw Scit-:e
150C"15S), £cr,c'jl:ure economics titejature set
1600-1699 architecture _X__education ' military soc s
"TOC—172S ar: engineering rr.ug;c nur =- -.'"Ac".
_X-. 16CC'-119? ccn-merce exploration settierr.ent pl"iiiG.sopny tnea :-
ISOCr- communications industry politics government trsr Nic-.ation
invention othe « soecity)

Built 1875,-ifoved-i9697-
j A Restored 1969-71 Builder Architect  ~Qaknown.

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Tlie Forest .Aenue School possess integrity of design, materials and worknmanshi p, and
as the ol dest extant school buildinginthe city, neets criterion Afor itsassociation
KT.th Brockton's early educational system Vien it opened in 1875, it stood inv.ha v-&
then arural part of the city. The first floor was used for classes while the second
floor was used as playspace onrainy days. Tie second floor was |ater convertedto

cl assroom space andstill contains i1tsoriginal fittings.

Tlie scliool closed in 1963 and stood vacant for nore than five years until the cir/
Issued anoticethat it would be razed and a newbranch |ibrary constructed on the site.

k small group of concened citizens formed the Little Red School house Associationtc
save the school. The group received permssion fromthe city to nove the school to its
present site providingthey could raise the necessary funds. Tie .Association seur-;-i
promses of noney, material and | abor from Brockton's nerchants and trade unions ar.i i :
1"d9 succeeded i nnov'ijig the school tothe grounds cf tlie newliigh school mere it :v-
serves as an educational nuseum
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United States Department of the interior
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National Register of Historic Places recved SN 7 B
Inventory—Nomination Form dete entered m

See instructions  in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

higoric Forest Avenue School

andfor common  Tjirv/|3 Bad Schaol Hauoo (proforrod)
2. Location

street & number Conmrd Ave not for publication

dty, ton  Broclcton N/A- vianity o congressional district [1th

state Massachusetts ode 025 aunty Plymouth aode 023

3. Classification

Category Ownership status Present Use
district X public quasi y occupied agriculture A museum

X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object JT/A'™ process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name T/ Ip Rpri RrhnnlhniLge Association

street & number p.p. Box 3036

daty, tomn Brockton N/A vianity d date Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse regdry o deeds eéc. Plymouth County Registry of Deads

street & number Russell Street

city, town Plymouth dae M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the
titte Catnnginwedth #133 has this property been determined elegible? yes no

dae 9/9/76 federal state county local

depastary for aurvey recrds Massachusetts Historical Ceximisson

aty, tomn 294 Washington St., Boston state M assachusetts



7. Description Forest Avenue School

Condition Check one Check one
X excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered original site &Q
good ruins altered X noved date
fair unexposed

Descri be the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Little Rd School Housewas originally located at the intersection of

Forest Avenue and Vst Street. |t was noved tvro blocks to its present site in

1969 anew branch [ibrary was scheduled to be built onits original site.

The cijrrent site i son the grotjnds of Brockton's 6,000 student H gh School. Concord
Avenue i s aterraced drive that runs by the athletic fields to the high school

coi plex. The school house i s |ocated on the inbound side of the terrace and i s shaded
by trees. Becataseit is 200 to 300 yards away fromthe high school itself, itretains
its original sense of scale.

The school house i s a tViDand one hal f story, wood frame clapboard structure of
rectangular plan. | tpresently sits on anew brick foundation and is enclosed

by agable.roof. Al | w ndows contain & 6 double hung sa*h and have sinpl e nol ded
architraves. The west elevation contains 2 enclosed entries beneath a cctinon shed

roof vhich arp reached by afli*t of five wooden steps.. w ndows are |ocated at

the second stor%/ level with asignreading 'Torest Ave. School." A-single smaller

w ndow | i ghts the gable to vhich is attached a flagpole. The north and south elevations
both contain five evenly spaced w ndows at each story. The second floor classroom
retains nineteenth century fittings.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology”prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture _X__ education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
NN Built, 1875
Specific dates Agrrnnn | QFiQiqyi Bui | der Architect Unknown
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) >

The Little Red School Hbouse possesses integrity of design, materials, and

wor kmanshi p was wel | as associations with Brockton's eatrly educational system
and the beginnings of the city's major periodof developnent. |tisarare and
wel | preserved exanple of a tvvo-stor%/, wood frame school house, bhiailt duringa
tinme vAiea this building type was evol ving froma one-story, wood frane formto a
two story onhigji basenent, nasonry form Additionally, It isthe ol dest extant
school i nBrockton. Records indicate that 14 school districts wereoperating

by 1884, 10 of vhi ch had one roomschool s datingfron the 1840's and 1850’ s.
None of these earlier schools stirvive. Thus, the Little Red Sdriool House tneets
criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic P aces.

The Little Red School House was constructed i n 1875, the year after Brockton
changed its nane fromNorth Bridgewater. That renam ng underscored the coranunity's
growing role as aregional center dueto the rapid expansion of its shoe industry.
Wen it opened, the Little Red School House stood i nwhat was then arural section,
sout hwest of the town center. Its first floor was used for classes vhile the
second floor was |osed as pl ayspace onrainy days. The second floor \jas |ater
converted to classroons andstill retains Its original fittings. The school house i s
the only oneranainingfromthe city's early periodof expansion.

The school closed i n 1963 and st ood vacant for nore than five years until the
city issxaed anotice that it would be razed and a newbranch |1brary constructed
on the site. A small group of concened citizens forned theLittle Red

School house Associ ationto save the school. The group received permssion from
the city tonove the school toits present site providing they couldraise the
necessary funds. The Association secured promses of noney, material and |abor
fromBrockton's merchants and trade unions and i n 1969 succeeded i nnoving the
school to the grounds of the newhigh school vtere it now serves as an eAocati onal
nuseum

Although the Little Red School House has been noved two bl ocks fromits original
site, I't continues toneet the NRcriteria duetotherarity of its formandthe fact
that it isthe ol dest extant school inthecity, thus illustrating anearly formof
public architecture.



9. Major Bibliographical References

'Brockton Saves A School ", The Massachusetts Teacher, Boston, Massachusetts,
January, 1975.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 22
Quadrangle name Brockton Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

East by Concord Avenue 100', North by Lexington Avenue (Paper Street) 95

Wes bv a brook 100 o
South by Brockton High School athletic fields 95'.—Also refer to the attached map.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

_ Gandace Jenkins, Registration Director, Miss. Historical Gonmssion, with
nameftile - john R W1 son, Assistant City Planner

organization  Masc:arhiisfitt<, Hi'*tnrir.al Cnmm ssinn date 10/80
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (-617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State IHistoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set foi“by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission dae 2/25/82

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date t/S.'SA

Keeper ot the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835



LITTLE KED " zC*OOLHOVSZ-



JN 71



ek DEA LK KA RN

NATIONAL JR€GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES _ 12t/
National Park ‘Sérvica
EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET
Praparty frorch At Airtvru N S™Ix0al Working No. 3. /r.?2-" - 'S'd't-
ft»«t, raunty /V])~A p ly >u -j k PmA Bag DatA! .1 95
Federal Agency: Date Due? ANPANT]
Action: _ ACCEPT-
rosubmission RETURN.
nomination by person or local government A REJECT.
owner objection photos
uppeai maps
Substantive Review: JL_ sample request appeal NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
| MA>e NANNNANA ! ANTTEW Oc?/,,vINX; el Recom./CrU”ria
>0 1 J.oNM , | Reviewer \“cxZ
A NA<ient<6/2. 4™ tu2 “yroTe™™ L Di8ciplineLIE~"ZSI_ _
/1 see continuation sheet
sNomination returned for: tectinical corrections cited below

substantive reasons discussed beiow

yA, Name

12. Location

3. Classification
1»tm um

/4. Owner of Property
/'S. Location of Legal Description

Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

lui»l»J un«n*f«d ortgiiwl Ma
.rum* aNarad _
. unaipoaad

(f H—11

*i;1""~ummary paragraph

, Yy completeness

Vv clarity
alterations/integrity

« | dates

- * boundary selection



>. tignlficanco

A e summary paragraph
y y completeness

"L. clarity
V  Spplicabie criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
/ the resource

y  context

. relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

—<

l, .
V 9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

WIT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached ,sheet


















U COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[IT11TTimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICA L Boston, Massachusetts

2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

May 28, 1982

M. Carol D Shull, Acting Keeper

Division of theNational Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

440 G St.

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shul |

Encl osed are two National Register nomnation forns which were retuned to us
earlier this nonth for technical and substantive corrections. The substantive
corrections include the follow ng:

i/'Brockton - Little Red School House
Section 8 has been expanded t o include nore information on the school's role
within the community, as well as a statenment of its architectural significance.
This analysis i s based ontherecently conpleted state survey of the South-
east em Massachusetts region. | tis hoped that this informationwill justify
the 1969 nove of bl ocks.

Northfield - Northfield Main Street Historic District

Several areas of significance, checked onthetopof Section 8 have been
del eted | eaving Fre-historic andhi storic archaeol ogy, architecture and
exploration/settl|enment.

Criterion Dhas been deleted since no sites have actual |y been |ocatedor
eval uated although thepotential for their existence is high.

The National Register staff question on the content of Section 8 appears

to be based on a m sunderstanding. The additional informationsittmtted on
a continuation sheet i n Decenber 1980 was incorporated into tiie form before
It was resiixnitted i n February, 1982. Therefore, theonly change we have
nade at this tine i s toadda paragraph explaining the potential for historic
archaeol ogi cal renains.

The tvro naps sid nitted were intended t o conparethe boundaries of the
proposed National Register district with theexisting local historic district,
The NR boundaries are shown on batd naps and aretiie sane onboth naps. The
properties nunbered 1, 2, 3, and 135were deleted fromthe NR district
because 2, 3, and 135 are | ess than 50 years ol d, and they separate #1
fromtherest of thedistrict.






