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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Permanent Administration Building houses the Montana Area Office of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and offices for other Federal agencies. The building is a
solitary structure, located at the northeast end of a grass mall, facing the town
flagpole. The Administration Building is basically rectangular, with the length of
the rectangle facing the mall area. The building is Colonial Revival, built on a
rectangular plan with flanking dependencies, and has a parapeted roof with a cupola.
This two-story structure was constructed of cast-in-place concrete walls with a clay tile
roof. The concrete is unfinished and the trim is painted.

Thé_physical cohditibn bf thisvbuildinguisﬁgood. The ‘tenmporary administration-:
wings were demolished circa 1950. -The structure was: built in 1934 -by the Madsen
Construction Company.

The purpose of this building is and was the administration facility for the
construction and maintenance of Fort Peck Dam and Lake. Fort Peck Dam generates
electricity, provides flood control, facilitates navigation, and provides recreation
along the Missouri River.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : :

The Fort Peck Admlnlstratlon Bu11d1ng meets criteria A and C. Criterion A applies
to exceptionally significant properties "that. are associated with events that have made
a 51gn1f1cant contribution to the broad patterns of our history." -

The Administration Building was the physical entity to house the administration of
one of the largest New Deal public works projects, the construction of Fort Peck Dam.
As many as 50,000 workers participated in the construction activities during the 1930's.
President Roosevelt considered Fort Peck to be a major accomplishment of his New Deal
Policies. Historians have agreed that the Fort Peck Dam stoogd as a symbol of the New
Deal in Montana. The townsite was a major experiment in social engineering, much as
the dam was an important experiment in civil engineering. The construction method
used for the dam had never been attempted before.

Criterion C applies to exceptionally significant properties 'that embody the dis-~
tinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction . . . or that
possess high artistic values . . ." The Administration Building is the only structure
at Fort Peck which embodies the Colonial Revival style. The rest of the town is
dominated by the Swiss Chalet style which was popularized in the western states by the
National Park Service in the early 1900's to 1920's. The Administration Building, in
Colonial Revival style, maintains the aura of an administration building while blending
with the other styles.

This building is now 51 years old and can be considered for National Register
nomination because of its contribution to Montana History during the 1930's. There is
very little New Deal architecture in Montana. Fort Peck stands as the symbol of the
New Deal in Montana during the 1930's. Since there is very little evidence of WPA
government construction in the state, the significance of Fort Peck lies in the time
frame in which it was built. The Administration Building represents the management of
the New Deal and the Pick-Sloan Plan in Montana.



FEJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

MacDonald and Mack Partnership: '"Cultural Resources Survey, Goverument Townsite
Study." Report prepared for the Omaha District, Corps of Engineers, 1 May 1980.
Published by the Omaha District. Copies available upon request.

Fort Peck Dam and Lake, Montana. Pamphlet, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha
District.

[QJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1€88 than 1 acre
UTM REFERENCES

A|1|3] |§|9|‘QZ|5|0| 15,3 1@[2@,0' sl , |

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
I T T . o) I I T T T T
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
From the intersection of East Kansas Avenue and North Missouri Avenue, proceed
northeast for approximately 300 feet, then proceed southeast for approximately
320 feet. Then proceed soutwest for approximately 300 feet. Proceed for about
320 feet northwest, back to the point of beginning on East Kansas Street.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Rebecca J. Otto Archeologist August 1985
ORGANIZATION DATE

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FTS 864-3070 402-221-3070
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

6014 U.S. Post Office & Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Omaha Nebraska

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

- STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES_\/ NO___ NONE____

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVAT!ONWICTRl S|Gr]42m§‘£

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the National Register. certifying’that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is _*_National _)C_State _ﬁLocaL
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SJGNATURE LTC Kit J. Valentine

) . Oedod H(SToRIC PRESERGATION OFF ) 0 19 5¢
Chief, 'Office of Environmmental Overview /5”4-34,\,/ ;,
[FOR NPS USE ONLY S
I HE{REBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY {S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

TITLE

el Gl l. ’ . __oate
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND Hrsnpvuc PRESERVATION ./
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 899-214



