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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 23 I9B8 
date entered 

historic 

and/or common Greek Or thodox Chiarch frrfe-feTrredr 

2. Location 

street & number 735 Massachuse t t s Avenue N / A not for publication 

city, town A r l i r i g t o n N/Avicinity of 

state Massachuse t t s code 0 2 5 county M i d d l e s e x code 0 1 7 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 
private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
N/lA process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 

J L religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name S t . A t h a n a s i u s t h e G r e a t Greek O r t h o d o x Church 

street & number 735 Massachuse t t s Avenue 

city, town A r l i n g t o n N/Ayir ln l ty of State Massachuse t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. M i d d l e s e x County Cour thouse - South D i s t r i c t R e g i s t r y o f 
• Deeds 

street & number 208 Cambridge S t r e e t 

city, town 
Eas t Cambridge 

state 
Massachuse t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

Inventory o f the H i s t o r i c Assets 
of the Commnnwealth#5 31 has this property been determined eligible? yes X- "o 

federal y state county local '^^'^ 19 81 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical C.nmmi nu 

city, town B o s t o n state MA 



7. Descript ion nrê p̂ v nr̂ -̂hr.̂ 9r»v rhnr-r^h 7̂ 1; Magg A\rp A r l i n g t o n , MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

-X^,^^o( l , J., ruins X altered X moved date I 8 6 0 

unexposed , ( s e v e r a l f e e t on o r i a i n a l l o t ) 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The St. Athanasius The Great, Greek Orthodox Church i s located on 
Massachusetts Avenue, a major thoroughfare, i n the center of the town o f 
A r l i n g t o n , Massachusetts. 

When o r i g i n a l l y constructed i n 1841 f o r the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church 
of A r l i n g t o n the wood-frame b u i l d i n g was a modest b o x - l i k e s t r u c t u r e , 
56' X 46', designed i n the Greek Revival s t y l e and painted w h i t e . 
Unencumbered by neighboring s t r u c t u r e s , the church was v i s i b l e from a l l 
sides. Early views show a row of mature elm and maple trees l i n i n g ,'• 
Massachusetts Ave. The trees are long since gone and l a t e r 19th century 
i n f i l l c o n s t r u c t i o n adjacent t o the church now focus emphasis on the 
main facade. 

The present elaborate Romanesque Revival appearance o f the church i s the 
r e s u l t o f a l t e r a t i o n s made i n 1860 a f t e r the designs of Boston area arch­
i t e c t , Thomas W. Sil l o w a y . Revovations included replacement of the of 
o r i g i n a l simple tower w i t h an ornate three stage tower and 90' high 
s p i r e ; r e l o c a t i o n o f the s t r u c t u r e back from Massachusetts Avenue on ^ 
i t s l o t and a d d i t i o n o f a s i x f o o t high r a i s e d basement and the present 
two stage p r o j e c t i n g f r o n t i s p i e c e . Due t o s t r u c t u r a l damage i n c u r r e d 
i n the 19 38 hurricane the s p i r e p o r t i o n of the tower was subsequently : 
removed and the present seven f o o t high dome constructed. The remainder 
of the tower's ornamentation, however, remains i n t a c t . 

The main body of the church i s rectangular i n p l a n , 4-bays wide on i t s 
side e l e v a t i o n s , r i s e s 2 - s t o r i e s from i t s r a i s e d basement w i t h h o r i z o n t a l 
sheathing a t the basement l e v e l and clapboards above. A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d e t a i l i n g includes a f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e w i t h d e n t i l s , channelled corner 
p i l a s t e r s ( o r i g i n a l ) and d r i p hood mouldings and bracketted s i l l s a t 
the windows (1860 a d d i t i o n s ) . A low gable roof covers the b u i l d i n g . 

The 2-story, 3-bay p r o j e c t i n g f r o n t i s p i e c e repeats the major t r i m elements 
of the main body i n more o s t e n t a t i o u s and heavier manner i n c l u d i n g a f u l l 
e n t a b l a t u r e w i t h a r a k i n g m o d i l l i o n course and convex f r i e z e . The shallow 
c e n t r a l bay i s composed o f monumental com.posite columns, r i s i n g from 
panelled pedestals and supporting the enta b l a t u r e and pediment. F i l l i n g 
the space created by t h i s frame, the double door entrance consists of 
a 28->|)anelled rectangular s e c t i o n surrounded by an eared a r c h i t r a v e , 
surmounted by a c i r c u l a r l i g h t trimmed w i t h a heavy p r o j e c t i n g moulding 
and crowned w i t h an s c r o l l - l i k e icanthus l e a f m o t i f . The flushboarded 
f l a n k i n g bays have bold chanelled corner p i l a s t e r s , also r i s i n g from 
panelled p e d i s t a l s , and are marked a t mid-height by a f l a t c i r c u l a r m o t i f . 

Above the f r o n t i s p i e c e r i s e s an e l a b o r a t e l y decorated wood tower constructed 
i n three stages. The f i r s t stage i s square i n plan on a short clapboarded 
base. The f r o n t and side faces d i s p l a y l a r g e b l i n d o c u l i i n f i l l e d w i t h 
a painted Greek cross surrounded by s c r o l l moulding and framed by corner 
quoins and an i r r e g u l a r overhanging c o r n i c e . The second stage b e l f r y 
i s i d e n t i c a l on each face; m i r r o r i n g i n smaller scale the c e n t r a l 
entrance bay. An arched opening w i t h f i x e d louvers spanned a t the base 
by a low balustrade i s flanked by columns supporting a f u l l e ntablature 
and pediment. The second stage houses a bronze b e l l , exceeding four f e e t 
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i n diameter and cast i n 186 7 by Henry M, Hooper Company of Boston. 
Sumptuous d e t a i l i n g characterizes the octagonal t h i r d stage w i t h arched 
windows openings separated by columns and f i n i s h e d w i t h a complex entablature 
w i t h rows of d e n t i l s and cables. F i n a l l y , the simple flushboarded dome, 
seven f e e t h i g h , i s crowned w i t h an undecorated wooden cross. 

The i n t e r i o r o f the church"is simple i n plan and d e t a i l i n a , 
one-story p a r i s h house was added to the rear o f the church, 

I n 1926 a b r i c k 

Although the Greek Orthodox Church has been a l t e r e d and moved, these chanaes 
occurred 123 years ago and have g r e a t l y added to the a r c h i t e c t u r a l sian-
i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . I t w i l l soon undergo a major s t a b i l i z a t i o n 
funded by a Community Development Block Grant and p r i v a t e donations. 

Part 8 Continued 

A f t e r examination by a committee appointed f o r the purpose of choosina a new 
m i n i s t e r , and which met at the h o t e l ( A r l i n a t o n House, now gone), Mr. 
Frederic H. Hedge was chosen m.inister. Hedae, a U n i t a r i a n , was not popular w i t h 
the U n i v e r s a l i s t s , who decried h i s l i b e r a l views, echewing those of Rev. Mr, 
Fiske. Hedge st r u g g l e d to keep the congreaation toqether w i t h o u t success. 
He resigned under pressure i n 1835. Hedge's successor, .Mr. David Damon, him­
s e l f a U n i t a r i a n , could not heal the r i f t and i n 1840 the U n i v e r s a l i s t s , a f t e r a 
b i t t e r dispute as to which f a c t i o n should stay and which should leave, departed 
to found t h e i r own p a r i s h . Changing t h e i r name from U n i v e r s a l i s t s to Orthodox 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s , o r T r i n i t a r i a n s , they acquired land opposite Academy 
Stree t on '"assachusetts Avenue, and set about c o n s t r u c t i n q t h e i r own 
church s t r u c t u r e consecrated January 20, 1841, which survives to t h i s day 
( i n somewhat a l t e r e d form) as the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Anthanasius 
The Great (sub j e c t of t h i s nom.ination) . 

The four separate sub-units o f the o r i g i n a l F i r s t Parish Church co-existed 
i n r e l a t i v e harmony f o r the d u r a t i o n o f the 19th century, a period of 
r e l a t i v e c o l o r l e s s r e l i g i o u s observance i n the Town. The Ba p t i s t s went on 
to c o n s t r u c t several b u i l d i n g s , the most recent o f which was b u i l t i n 1903 and 
occupies a s i t e a t the corner o f Ramsdell Court and Mass. Avenue and Pleasant 
Str e e t (destroyed by f i r e 1975). During i t s h i s t o r y a succession of 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d m i n i s t e r s preached from i t s p u l p i t . The f i r s t o f these was 
Josiah Crosby Waldo (1841 t o 1847). While i t i s not necessary to r e c i t e 
the l i s t , i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t i n keeping w i t h the humanist 
views of the sect, these men a l l played c i v i c r o l e s i n t h e i r days, from 
e d i t i n g newspapers to serving on School Com.mittees, t r u s t e e s h i p s o f 
u n i v e r s i t i e s ( W i l l i a m S. Gibbs, Tufts U n i v e r s i t y 1860-66), to a c t i v i t y i n the 
movement of C h r i s t i a n Science (Harry Hay Fisher 1893-1909). 

The Greek Orthodox congregation which took overthe church s t r u c t u r e i n 1964, 
l i k e many sects before i t , had never had i t s own place of worship i n A r l i n g t o n . 
Rather f a m i l i e s o f Greek e x t r a c t i o n had worshipped a t 14 Maaazine Str e e t i n 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politFcs/government 

X religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 8 4 1 o r i g i n a l Bui lder /Arch i tect T h o m a s W. S i l l o w a y ( 1 8 6 0 a l t e r a t i o n s ) 
1860 a l t e r e d c o n s t r u c t i o n 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The SaintAthanasiusThe Great Greek Orthodox Church possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, a s s o c i a t i o n and desian since 1860. Although 
moved i n 1860, i t was simply r e l o c a t e d back several yards from Massachusetts 
Avenue on i t s o r i g i n a l l o t . I t stands as an unusual and outstanding l o c a l 
example o f Romanesque Revival a r c h i t e c t u r a l design and continues t o r e f l e c t 
i t s long a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the h i s t o r i c a l development of A r l i n g t o n . Thus 
the Greek Orthodox Church meets c r i t e r i a A and C o f the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. . :• : : 

Conformity i n r e l i g i o u s matters was demanded o f the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n 
Menotomy ( l a t e r West Cambridge and now c u r r e n t day A r l i n g t o n ) . Any 
"free man" must have been "an orthodox member o f the church, a t l e a s t 
20 years o l d , worth L200, and taken an oath t o be a t r u e and f a i t h f u l 
s u bject and y i e l d assistance and support t o the church and the Commonwealth". 
For a f u l l 150 years, between 1630 and 1780, t h e " F i r s t Parish" was the 
only recognized, l e g a l l y santioned congregation i n A r l i n g t o n . U n t i l , 1732 
the house o f worship i t s e l f was i n present day Harvard Square. That year, 
a f t e r over a decade of p e t i t i o n s , Menotomy was granted i t s own"2nd 
Pr e c i n c t " p a r i s h , which i n i t s t u r n usurped the f i e l t y of a l l residents 
of the V i l l a g e who were cbmpelled t o at t e n d worship service except f o r 
" j u s t cause". 

The f i r s t church s t r u c t u r e i n A r l i n g t o n was constructed by the residents of 
Menotomy and f i r s t opened f o r services i n February o f 1735. I t measured 
36'X 46' and contained 18 pews. Seating p r i o r i t y was a f u n c t i o n of wealth 
and p r e s t i g e w i t h i n the V i l l a g e , c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the m i n i s t e r ' s annual 
s t i p e n d , and "age and honor" i n t h a t order. The 2nd Pr e c i n c t Parish was 
f o r m a l l y organized i n 1739 and the Reverend Sanuel Cooke of Cambridge was 
i n s t a l l e d as m i n i s t e r . 

By the year 1790, the B a p t i s t s who had been a g i t a t i n g f o r r e l i g i o u s autonomy 
since the e a r l y 18th century had f i n a l l y broken w i t h the F i r s t Parish Church 
and e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r own meeting house. Those remaining i n the 
"mother church", were by no means i n complete harmony w i t h each other. 
The r i g i d Calvinism which had endured f o r almost two cen t u r i e s i n the 
p r e c i n c t o f West Cambridge was subject t o re-examination by the congregation 
dur i n g the pe r i o d o f enlightenment i n the 1820's. Upon the retir e m e n t of the 
Reverend Thaddeus Fiske on A p r i l 13, 18-2 8, the sentiments, f o r and against 
a more l i b e r a l pastorate were so intense t h a t Fiske's sermon was d i s t r i b u t e d 
i n p r i n t ; he was not allowed t o d e l i v e r i t p e r s o n a l l y . 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property • a c r e s 

Quadrangle name L e x i n g t o n 

UTM References 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 
T h i s n o m i n a t i o n i n c l u d e s t h e l o t p r e s e n t l y and h r s t O r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e Church 
P lease see a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r ' s map. 

L is t a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
V i r g i n i a A . F i t c h , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n e r w i t h F r e d e r i c k W. Lyman,  

name/title Amer ican Landmarks I n c . and J e f f e r y A . L u x e n b e r g , C i t y P l a n n i n g 
and Urban Des ign C o n s u l t a n t 

organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commissiordate F e b r u a r y , 19 83 

street & number 294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone 7 2 7 ^ 8 4 7 0 . 

city or town Bos t o n state Massachuse t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

2^ national state cal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
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Cambridae f o r many years. The f i r s t m i n i s t e r of the A r l i n a t o n Church was 
the Reverend Arthur Koutinas who served f o r ten years- u n t i l 1974. Upon h i s 
retire m e n t the membership chose the Reverend A.T. Metazas, who has served 
u n t i l the present. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Greek Orthodox Church has been noted as one of the f i n e s t 
mid to l a t e 19th century Romanesque Revival churches i n the Boston area 
(see H i s t o r i c and Archaeological Resources o f the Boston Area, MHC 1982, 
p. 158). The q u a l i t y of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l design and d e t a i l are a t t r i b u t e d 
t o a leadina l o c a l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a r c h i t e c t and former U n i v e r s a l i s t pastor 
Thomas W. Silloway (1828 to 1910), and thouaht t o have been produced at 
the t u r n i n g m i l l of Cyrus Cutter which once stood on M i l l S t r e e t i n 
A r l i n g t o n ( A r l i n g t o n Advocate, October 27, 1938, p.8). An e a r l y 20th 
century h i s t o r i a n remarked .that i t s elaborate tower and s p i r e have "been 
admited ( a s ) . . . one of the f i n e s t specimens o f i t s k i n d i n Boston or v i c i n i t y " , 
(Parker, 1907, p.230). 





8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 
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