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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Willow Glenn is located on the southeast corner of the inter-

section of Barstow Road and Stoakley Road, about two miles north-
west of Barstow, Maryland. ‘

An impressive, Georgian structure of grand proportions, Willow
Glenn is constructed entirely of: Elemish.bond with random glaz-
ed headers. It is five bays long with a centrally placed door.
Although the house is very deep, only two small windows exist pelr floor
on each gable end. The windows on the principal facade have
six-over-six sashes and flat brick lintels. The basement win-
dows have segmental arches. :

A simple water table of protruding square brick encircles the
house. A three-string belt course separates the first and
second stories of the house but stops short of each corner.

338

A 19th century cornice has replaced the original roof trim.
The second floor ceilings were raised and the pitch of the roof
changed in the early nineteenth century.

On the interior, all the fireplaces have simple moldings and
covered-arch openings. Three of the fireplaces on the first
floor are angled in corners while the fourth is flat against
the wall. Huge stress arches in the basement, eight feet high
by four feet thick, support the fireplaces.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Willow énn is architecturally important as an example of a
Georgjdn-style structure of substantial proportions. It typi-
fies the kind of dwelling erected by Mar{land's wealthiest
tobacco planters of the colonial period.

In the late nineteenth century George Washiﬁ;ton Henry Jones
lived at Willow Glenn. He achieved prominence in the Barstow
community as a physician and politician, _specifically as a e
state legislator and a county treasurer. Fragmentary evide€nce
indicates that he inherited the property, then called Ballard
Farm, from Washington Jones.3 The absence of any Calvert
County records prior to the 1880's makes it impossible to de-
termine beyond question the documentary history of the property,
However, other state records indicate that the farm may have
been named after Levin Ballard who bought property in the area
in 1832 from the estate of Tubman Long. A map made in the
1820's indicates_that a Long lived in a house at the location
of Willow Glenn. Tubman Long married a daughter of James
Weems, Jr., who, in the eighteenth century, may have owned the
property on which Willow Glenn is located.

lAubrey Land, "The Planters of Colonial Maryland," Maryland

Historical Magazine, Vol. 67 (summer 1972), 109-128.

2Eugene Cordell, Medical Annals of Maryland 1799-1899, Balti-
more: 1903, 460-461.

3calvert County Deeds, Liber SS #1 folio 450.

4Chancery Papers #6501, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland

5Major J.J. Albert and Major J. Kearney, Map of Patuxent and
St. Mary's Rivers, Maryland, Survey 1824, for the Secretary of
War, Washington: 1837.
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ADDENDUM TO "WILLOW GLEN"

The outbuildings at Willow Glen form a complex which along with the
main house documents plantation life in both the 18th and 19th centuries.
The most significant of these outbuildings is the tobacco barn located
southwest of the house next to Barstow Road.

In his 1800 Essay on the Culture and Commerce of Tobacco, William
Tatham stated that among the various types of tobacco houses he observed
in Virginia, "the most ordinary kinds consist of two square pens built
out of logs." The building which Tatham goes on to describe is nearly
a perfect description of the structure at Willow Glen.

The two pens there are made out of notched logs and placed on a
line with each other at the opposite extremes of an oblong square with
a space large enough to accomodate a wagon left inbetween. The two
structures share a common roof (as if evidenced by the plates) and when
seen from within the modern structure which now houses them, appear
quite like the drawing provided by Tatham.

The pens at Willow Glen are twenty feet square which is one of two
sizes mentioned by Tatham. Also mentioned in the Essay are the doors
cut into each of the sides which form the passageway and "sticks of
tobacco" hung in four foot tiers. The only noticeable difference
between Willow Glen and the 1800 description is that the center
passageway, which appears to be narrower than the width of a single pen
in the Tatham drawing, is identical to the width of a single pen at
Willow Glen. The length of the entire structure then is sixty feet.
(See attached plan.)

A plan providing for square pens made of logs separated by an open
passageway, but having a common roof apparently constitutes somewhat of
an American tradition. It is pointed out by H. Morrison, T. Waterman
and others that in the early 18th Century, the "dog-run" was a common
plan for log cabins in Virginia and North Carolina. Minus the chimneys,
windows and chinking necessary for a house, one can see that the two
plans are identical. The tobacco barn at Willow Glen thus shows that
a common plan for log construction sufficed for both house and barn.
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ADDENDUM TO "WILLOW GLEN", continued

Assuming that Tatham's observations in Virginia in the 1790's are
applicable to Southern Maryland (and there is little reason not to
since both were tidewater tobacco cultures which have exhibited many
similarities in other areas of architecture), we may see the double-pen
tobacco house at Willow Glen as one of the very few remaining examples
of what was once a common type. This significance is further reinforced
when one considers the importance of such a structure to the tobacco
process which was in itself a determining factor in 18th century
tidewater society.

Bibliography
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WILLOW GLEN, Calvert County, Maryland

Tobacco House FEB 171’977

sketch, 9/23/76 Wayne Nield
Broomes Island, MD

sills and plates were altered but appear
to have been continuous in original




