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Holy Trinity Church i ssited at thecorner of Lewis and Jefferson Streets i nthe "Acre"
nei ghborhood of Lowell. The Greek Orthodox church's url?an location i sreinforced by
its siting onthelot. Thechurch i shuilt contiguous t othesidewal ks of Lewis and
Jefferson Streets. | ti ssurroimled onthree sides by North Cormon Village (1937-1940).
The first public housing project i nMassachusetts, thevillage i s conposed of 2 story
multi-unit buildings sited am dst anple green space inspired by the"Greenbelt" nove-
nent of that period. To the west of thechurch, across Jefferson Street, is Western
Canal (1830) (NR1976; Locks and Canals Historic District). Qn theother side of the

canal i sSuffolk Street andfacing Holy Trinity, across thestreets andcanal, i s St.
Patrick's Roman Catholic Church (organized 1830; this structure constructed c. 1853),
the first Catholic church inLowell. Thestreets andcanal banks were recent targets

of a "Mdel Cities" financed beautification program this entailed intensive and com
patible plantings, lighting and wal kways.

The plan of thechurch i sa Geek cross with ridge roofs. Theload bearing walls are
built of yellow-toned brick. Above thecrossingof thenave i sa gilded done set ona

16 sided base and drum of thesane yellow-toned brick. | neach of the 16 sections of
the drumis a round arched wi ndow, with dripstonemolding. Atop thedone i sa gilded
cross. Thefacade faces southeast onto Lewis Street. | ti sconposed of two square bell

towers joined by around arched bridge. Above thebridge i sa triangular pediment with
a Geek cross atop i tsapex. Thetowers aredivided into three stages by two |imestone
string courses. ei sat animplied first floor/secondfloor line; theother i s at
the inmpost of thearch. | nthesecond stage of thetowers arerectangul arwindows with
brick jackarchlintels. Atop each of thetowers i sanoctagonal enclosed bell cupola.
The cupol as have Byzantine colums at thecorners. The colums support round arches
which i nturn support ridged, gilded domes. Thetowers and bridge create a deeply
recessed, round arched space, which houses t heentrance t othenarthex. This spacei s

framed by three stage buttresses. Filling this space, at theground level, isa pedi-
mented porch with a round arch, set on square Byzantine colums andpilasters. This
entrance porch echoes theforns of thelarger space inwhichit i ssituated.

The side elevations aresinple brick planes with thesane string courses as t he facade.
h theelevations, where thecross projects, aretri-partite Ilong round arched wi ndows.
The entire structure rises froma 4' base of projecting courses of brick capped by a
limestone watertable.

The interior space i sdonmnated by thedone. Thesinple finishing of the walls i s orna-
nmented by symbolic nmural decorationi n Renaissance style. These nmurals were executed

by theGerman artist G Rinkelin. Thealtar i sscreened by an el aborate ikonostasion.
Suspended from the done i sa large crystal chandelier. Above the narthex i sa choirloft.
In 1940 a fire damaged t he northernendof theinterior.

1935 witnessed thefirst pews andorgan tobeinstalled i nthechurch. The original
pews were replaced i n1951. Avrenovationof theinterior was undertaken i n 1965 ;the
murals were repaired andt heicons were regilded.
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The Holy Trinity Church i ssignificant as thefirst structure built tohouse G eek
Orthodox worship i ntheUnited States and for thecentral role i tplayed i nthe devel op-
nent of theGeek conmmunity i n New England. Architecturally, i tissignificant as a
rare exanple of a Byzantine-derived style.

G eeks began arriving i nLowell i nlarge nunbers i nthe 1890's. | n 1894 t he comunity
organi zed a society called "The Washington-Acropolis" toperpetuate Geek traditions
and religion, and a priest was secured tomnister toreligious needs. This wasthe
fourth Greek orthodox comunity organized i ntheUnited States, following within one

or twoyears thecommunities inNew York and Chicago, theNew Oleans church wasthe
earliest, established i n1865. The church was incorporated i n 1900, plans were ini-
tiated i n1901, and construction of this structure began i n1906. A Lowell architect,
Henry L. Rourke, was hired. Rourke had visited theAiga Sophia i nConstantinople (I s-
tanbul), and t heparishioners requested a Byzantine structure based on that nodel.

Life inLowell was difficult for theGeek community. Faced with an alien culture and

| anguage, t hechurch became a natural center for theenmerging comunity. The G eeks were
a part of a continuing process of exploitation of successive inmmgrant groups bythe
textile mll owners. This church served as a synbol of unity and permanence i nan often
hostile environment. 1 n 1909 theparish began thefirst Geek school i nthearea i n the
church basenment. The school was l|ater noved t oseparate facilities.

In 1918, t hevery Reverend Panaretos G Anagnos- Topoul os, Pastor of Holy Trinity, died
during theinfluenza epidemc, acquired while mnistering tohis parisioners.

In 1920 creditors threatened toseize thechurch; theparishioners gathered at the doors
and offered noney, jewelry (even wedding bands) toraise $16,000 i na single day. In
1934, at thedepth of theDepression, thechurch was again threatened by seizure. This
time Christos Laganas, a shoe industrialist, nade a personal paynent of $13,000. The
community eventually repaidhim

The political turmoil i nGeece during the 1920's had effects i nLowell. @ Decenber 28,
1924, Metropolitan Vasilios proclaimed Lowell as his See and himsel f as Archbi shop, with
Holy Trinity as theCathedral of thelndependent Royalist Communities of the United
States and Canada. Menbers of the community who synpathized with theVenitzelikous (Re-
publicans) left and established a new parish. | n 1929 Archbishop Vasilios returnedto
Geece at thecall of the Holy Synod of Greece. Holy Trinity rejoined theGeek Othodox
Archdi ocese of North and South Anerica.
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The Holy Trinity Church Othodox Church was built by thedonations of
salaries and fam |y heirlooms or immgrant |aborers. |t stands roday asthe
center of one of the nost active and thriving Geek comunities in Anerica.
Unchanged over theyears, i ti sa synbol of thedevotion and |abors of

the early Geek inmmgrants.
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