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STREET & NUMBER 
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TITLE I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth 
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STATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

JLEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED 2{_oR|GINAL SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS J E A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Holy T r i n i t y Church i s sited at the corner of Lewis and Jefferson Streets i n the "Acre" 
neighborhood of Lowell. The Greek Orthodox church's url^an location i s reinforced by 
i t s s i t i n g on the l o t . The church i s b u i l t contiguous to the sidewalks of Lewis and 
Jefferson Streets. I t i s surroimded on three sides by North Common Village (1937-1940). 
The f i r s t public housing project i n Massachusetts, the v i l l a g e i s composed of 2 story 
m u l t i - u n i t buildings s i t e d amidst ample green space inspired by the "Greenbelt" move­
ment of that period. To the west of the church, across Jefferson Street, i s Western 
Canal (1830) (NR 1976; Locks and Canals Historic D i s t r i c t ) . On the other side of the 
canal i s Suffolk Street and facing Holy T r i n i t y , across the streets and canal, i s St. 
Patrick's Roman Catholic Church (organized 1830; this structure constructed c. 1853), 
the f i r s t Catholic church i n Lowell. The streets and canal banks were recent targets 
of a "Model C i t i e s " financed b e a u t i f i c a t i o n program; this entailed intensive and com­
patible plantings, l i g h t i n g and walkways. 

The plan of the church i s a Greek cross with ridge roofs. The load bearing walls are 
b u i l t of yellow-toned brick. Above the crossing of the nave i s a gilded dome set on a 
16 sided base and drum of the same yellow-toned brick. I n each of the 16 sections of 
the drum i s a round arched window, with dripstone molding. Atop the dome i s a gilded 
cross. The facade faces southeast onto Lewis Street. I t i s composed of two square b e l l 
towers joined by a round arched bridge. Above the bridge i s a triangular pediment with 
a Greek cross atop i t s apex. The towers are divided i n t o three stages by two limestone 
s t r i n g courses. One i s at an implied f i r s t floor/second f l o o r l i n e ; the other is at 
the impost of the arch. I n the second stage of the towers are rectangular windows with 
brick jackarch l i n t e l s . Atop each of the towers i s an octagonal enclosed b e l l cupola. 
The cupolas have Byzantine columns at the corners. The columns support round arches 
which i n turn support ridged, gilded domes. The towers and bridge create a deeply 
recessed, round arched space, which houses the entrance to the narthex. This space is 
framed by three stage buttresses. F i l l i n g t h i s space, at the ground l e v e l , is a pedi­
mented porch with a round arch, set on square Byzantine columns and pil a s t e r s . This 
entrance porch echoes the forms of the larger space i n which i t i s situated. 

The side elevations are simple bri c k planes with the same s t r i n g courses as the facade. 
On the elevations, where the cross projects, are t r i - p a r t i t e long round arched windows. 
The entire structure rises from a 4' base of projecting courses of brick capped by a 
limestone watertable. 

The i n t e r i o r space i s dominated by the dome. The simple f i n i s h i n g of the walls i s orna­
mented by symbolic mural decoration i n Renaissance s t y l e . These murals were executed 
by the German a r t i s t G. Rinkelin. The a l t a r i s screened by an elaborate ikonostasion. 
Suspended from the dome i s a large c r y s t a l chandelier. Above the narthex i s a c h o i r l o f t . 
In 1940 a f i r e damaged the northern end of the i n t e r i o r . 

1935 witnessed the f i r s t pews and organ to be i n s t a l l e d i n the church. The o r i g i n a l 
pews were replaced i n 1951. A renovation of the i n t e r i o r was undertaken i n 1965 ;the 
murals were repaired and the icons were regilded. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1906 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry L. Rourke 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Holy T r i n i t y Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the f i r s t structure b u i l t to house Greek 
Orthodox worship i n the United States and for the central role i t played i n the develop­
ment of the Greek community i n New England. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
rare example of a Byzantine-derived s t y l e . 

Greeks began a r r i v i n g i n Lowell i n large numbers i n the 1890's. In 1894 the community 
organized a society called "The Washington-Acropolis" to perpetuate Greek traditions 
and r e l i g i o n , and a pr i e s t was secured to minister to religious needs. This was the 
fourth Greek orthodox community organized i n the United States, following w i t h i n one 
or two years the communities i n New York and Chicago; the New Orleans church was the 
e a r l i e s t , established i n 1865. The church was incorporated i n 1900, plans were i n i ­
t i a t e d i n 1901, and construction of this structure began i n 1906. A Lowell architect, 
Henry L. Rourke, was hired. Rourke had v i s i t e d the Aiga Sophia i n Constantinople ( I s ­
tanbul), and the parishioners requested a Byzantine structure based on that model. 

Li f e i n Lowell was d i f f i c u l t for the Greek community. Faced with an alien culture and 
language, the church became a natural center for the emerging community. The Greeks were 
a part of a continuing process of exploitation of successive immigrant groups by the 
t e x t i l e m i l l owners. This church served as a symbol of unity and permanence i n an often 
h o s t i l e environment. In 1909 the parish began the f i r s t Greek school i n the area i n the 
church basement. The school was l a t e r moved to separate f a c i l i t i e s . 

In 1918, the very Reverend Panaretos G. Anagnos-Topoulos, Pastor of Holy T r i n i t y , died 
during the influenza epidemic, acquired while ministering to his parisioners. 

In 1920 creditors threatened to seize the church; the parishioners gathered at the doors 
and offered money, jewelry (even wedding bands) to raise $16,000 i n a single day. In 
1934, at the depth of the Depression, the church was again threatened by seizure. This 
time Christos Laganas, a shoe i n d u s t r i a l i s t , made a personal payment of $13,000. The 
community eventually repaid him. 

The p o l i t i c a l turmoil i n Greece during the 1920's had effects i n Lowell. On December 28, 
1924, Metropolitan Vasilios proclaimed Lowell as his See and himself as Archbishop, with 
Holy T r i n i t y as the Cathedral of the Independent Royalist Communities of the United 
States and Canada. Members of the community who sympathized with the Venitzelikous (Re­
publicans) l e f t and established a new parish. In 1929 Archbishop Vasilios returned to 
Greece at the c a l l of the Holy Synod of Greece. Holy T r i n i t y rejoined the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America. 
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The Holy T r i n i t y Church Orthodox Church was b u i l t by the donations of 
salaries and family heirlooms or immigrant laborers. I t stands roday as the 
center of one of the most active and t h r i v i n g Greek communities i n America. 
Unchanged over the years, i t i s a symbol of the devotion and labors of 
the early Greek immigrants. 
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