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INAME 
HISTORIC 

Salisbury House 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

[LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

61 Harvard Street 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
Worcester VICINITY OF 

CONG^^JIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 
Massachusetts 

CO^E 
02 

COUNTY 

Worcester 
CODE 

027 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

j{_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

XPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X_YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

X_OTHER Red Cross 

nOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

W o r c e s t e r C h a p t e r , A m e r i c a n Red Cross 

STREET & NUMBER 
6 1 H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
W o r c e s t e r VICINITY OF M a s s a c h u s e t t s 01608 

H L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC w o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREET & NUMBER 
2 M a i n S t r e e t 

CITY, TOWN STATE 
W o r c e s t e r M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

OREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth 

DATE 
1974 —FEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

CITY, TOWN STATE 
B o s t o n , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

? L E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ^—ALTERED ^ M O V E D nATF 1 9 3 1 

-FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Salisbury House i s situated on high ground i n downtown Worcester, on a block 
bounded by Highland Street on the south. Harvard Street on the east. I n s t i t u t e Road 
on the north and Lancaster Street on the west. There are two buildings to the west 
of the House (the Salisbury Mansion and Store), and a large parking l o t extends 
across the southern half of the block. The House was moved a few feet northwest from 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e i n 1931 to prevent demolition when Harvard Street was widened. 

< 
The House was b u i l t f o r Stephen Salisbury I I i n 1836-38 by Elias Carter, a master 
builder, and has been called the best of Carter's Worcester buildings. The story 
wood frame, hip roof building i s Greek Revival i n style with d e t a i l s used fre e l y 
rather than academically i n ef f e c t i n g a design of classic elegance and s i m p l i c i t y . 
An impression of pseudo-peripteral form comes from the use of piers supporting a 
f u l l entablature, though one without f r i e z e or architrave divisions. L i t t l e exterior 
ornament was used, being confined to a smooth ashlar treatment of the wood sheathing, 
wreathed oculus windows i n the f r i e z e , and the use of label molding over the second 
f l o o r windows. The west facade and east elevation are crossed by one story f l u t e d 
Doric columned porches; a three bay conservatory of the same height and with Doric 
pi l a s t e r s i s attached to the south elevation. The north elevation, except f o r smooth 
imi t a t i o n ashlar quoins i s flush boarded. The e l l , apparently o r i g i n a l , i s an 
unarticulated addition which has been altered through the years. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house i s p a r t i c u l a r l y grand, with large a i r y rooms. Much of the 
door paneling and window t r i m resemble those i l l u s t r a t e d i n Practice of Architecture, 
published by Asher Benjamin i n 1833, The graceful s p i r a l staircase extending up 
through a c i r c u l a r opening i l l the Centr'al'Hall'ceiling t o a large h a l l on the second 
f l o o r i s especially noteworthy. The Salisbury House i s now owned and occupied by 
the Worcester Chapter of the American Red Cross. 



L ] SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE — RELIGION 

_1400-1499 ^ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 —^AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^-ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

X-1800 1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/^ETTLEM^NT _,PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1836-38 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Elias Carter 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the Salisbury House derives both frcxn i t s a r c hitectural 
significance and i t s associations with Stephen Salisbury I I , the o r i g i n a l owner 
of the house. The house, b u i l t to emphasize Stephen I I ' s r i s i n g position i n the 
community as a wealthy man of New England, became a landmark i n the c i t y , and 
was frequently reproduced i n panoramic views of the town, and i n local h i s t o r i e s . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Salisbury House i s distinguished as a f i n e example of the 
Greek Revival s t y l e . I t adheres to the principles of classical design and 
unity, and the decorative d e t a i l i s subordinated to the ef f e c t of the whole. 

^ I t i s considered to be one of the f i n e s t of the many grand houses erected 
during t h i s time of prosperity i n Worcester, and was a f i t t i n g residence for the 
Salisbury family. 

Stephen I I I continued t o l i v e i n the house a f t e r his father's death i n 1884. 
He carried on his father's t r a d i t i o n i n the community and was active i n the 
founding of the Worcester Art Museum in. 1896. He gave generously to many other 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n Worcester, and when he died i n 1905 he l e f t the 
Salisbury House to the Trustees of the Worcester Art Musevim. I n 1907 the building 
became part of the Art Museiim School. The Museum School remained i n the 
building u n t i l 1939, and i n 1941 the Worcester Chapter of the American Red Cross 
bought the building. The house was r e f i t t e d as the headquarters of the Chapter 
with complete sympathy for the arc h i t e c t u r a l merit of the building and i s a 
good example of sensitive re-use of an arch i t e c t u a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t structure. 



• M A J O R B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L REFERENCES 
Sawyer, C.H., "The Salisbury Houses", Worcester Art Museum Annual, 1946, Vol. V 
Salisbury Family Papers, Manuscript c o l l e c t i o n including contracts for Salisbury 

buildings. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
less than one acre ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

•) ' Christine Boulding, Assistant Survey Director 
ORGANIZATION 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

May 1975 
STREET* NUMBER 

40 Beacon Street 
TELEPHONE 

617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 

aSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE 
Mass. State Historic .Preservation Officer 

DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY - - — — 

I HERESY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

'YyLAf^-^-^\ 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOG, 
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DATE CY>//o/7:f 

OATE JUN 101975 
KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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Property %4 .<y-yl. 

Working Number 

TECHNICAL 
Photos^[ 
Maps / 

CONT^L 

HISTORIAN 

7& ^/c^. - h ^ b J t u ^ 10. r > ^ ^ , ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
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KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

Entered Mt^Om 
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NAME OF PROPERTY -JALV^^UC^ STOĈ C~b\!iTRlCTSTATE AlRSS 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

Description: 

J : l 3 1975 

MASS. HIST. CC..:wj 

8 statement of Significance: 

9 Bibl iography: 

10 Geographical Data -- Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

12 Certification: 

Photographic Coverage: 

Map Coverage: 

^ Other: • % C O r > ^ e r : ^ . ^ V S o . - > c O v~H% ^"^S?TW| A ^ ^ a C^Q^ ^ / ^ ^ / 

cv̂ 'L \Aom \ î gTe \ r\c\\ o i ci.u ft i 1 cx"̂  V\ v sAz) n \ ^ l e y 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to Go\ 

on the National Register staff, telephone S^^^ 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

t'^iA^/(^^/{{-<.*^tyi^^^f , Date: ^ - / f ' ^ j T 
Chief, Branch of Registration' ,NT:2105-7. 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 
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NAME 
HISTORIC Salisbury House 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN W o r c e s t e r .VICINITY OF COUNTY W o r c e s t e r STATE 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

SCALE 

U.S.G.S,, Worcester North, Mass. quadrangle 

1:24,000 DATE I960 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE tiACPACfit/SETTS 

Date Entered ^ '̂ •̂ •̂  

Name Location 

Old nig<rlns Tana Windmill 

Salisbury liouso 

lioreifstar 
Baznstabla County 

Also N o t i f i e d 
Hon. Edvrard M. Ijennody 
L'on. -̂.Iward VJ. Lirooî a 
Kon, Garry E . StucMs 
llon» Jo5o-)h D. r^irly 

Regional Director, Kortb Atlantic 
Region 

PR MMott/row 6/12/75 

Ctate niafcorle Preservation Off icar 
HrB, Elizid-'Jtii E . /ciiidon 
Ex<jcuti\'c Liroctor 
.M&ss£icl.u3otts h i s tor ica l Ccmrdarjion 
40 Dop-con street 
Bostoa, :iassacIiusGtt3 02103 



6̂  
NR Bat lieet 

A(b 
N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: S a l i s b u r y House 

OTHER KWES: 

DATE, 31 tfei^l-
Reviewer INITIALS i ^ 4 , ^ . ^ 

DOE June 10, 1975 NR 

LOCATION* 
STRUT.NUMBER Harvard St-ceet-

OTY.TOWN 
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•Worcester / 
^ VlONITY OF 

Massachusetts / . 

CONCR(!>biUNAL DISTRICT ^ r d 

COUNTY c o d e 

Worcester 027 * 

OWNER OF PROPERTY? (Circle) ^ ^ ^ P M ^ T ^ STATE LOCAL ODV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underiine) 
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SOOTffilEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
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VEST PACIFIC NORTmVEST 

F E A T U R E S : TTEEIOR 
Substantially intact-1 
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_ not applicable - 7 
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NO 
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no 
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—AGRIPUI 
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—INVENTION 
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" o l d e s t ' - ' YES NO 
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