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Historic Nane Central Library
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Date '

Library

1914
Sour ce Docunent s

Second Renai ssance Revi val
Eoward Lippincott Tilton

brick

Style
Architect
Exterior Vlall Fabric

Qut bui | di ngs none

Major Alterations (with dates)

renovation 19705: sone entry
alterations interior alteration
Condi tion Excellent

Mved no Dat e va

Acreage |ess than oneacre

Setting onGCentral Hill views to Mdfnrri

and Lhion Sguare.

Preservation
Pl anner
Grnn sSi on

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg,
Organi zation Mass. Historical

Dat e June 1586



NATICRIAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Central Library Somerviiie, isafinely proportional architect-desi ?ned
building inthe Second Renai ssance Revival style. Inplan anddetail, the
bui | di ng dlsglays the influence of the work of MKim Mad, and Wite upon its
architect, dTilton. [Itsconstructionon Central Hll in 1914 vas part
of @ 50-year nunicipal buildi n? programand is significant as areflectionof
the city"s vast growth at the turn of the century, aswell asits concern for
|orOV|d| ng its residents with urban amenities. Retaining integrity of
ocation, desi ?n,. setting, materials, worknanshi p, feeling, and association.
library fulfills Criteria Aac Cof the National Register of Hstoric

The
ce t 0 evel. .. . : .
ARH%@L%(?\?I%M Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the oconnunity.

This two-story yellow brick library is afine exanpl e of the Renai ssance
Revival style: “Architect Edward Tilton's experience with the firmof MK m
Med and Wite shows inthe building srelationship to the design for the
Boston Public Library. Thetruncated hipped roof isfinished wth green pan
tiles. Nne bays wide, the building islitonits second story by large
round- arched wndows. Qassical trimincludes terra cotta panels” and

|'i mestone w ndow surrounds, stringcourses, and quoins. The center entryis
?rnarrenttted Wlh't hI éashallow Dori c-col unmed porch supporting an el aborate
erracotta shield.

HSTGR Q" SAGNHCGINE Explain the role owners played in loced or state history and howthe
building relates tothe devel opnient of the connunity.

The Central Librarysite was fornerly occupied by the Sonerville's first

engi ne house, built in 1871 and designed by wel [ -known architect Shepard S
V@odcock, a Sorerviiie resident. The outstanding Victorian Gthic fire
station oneof the first municipal structures onCentral Hill Park was
denol i shed for construction of the library. Anearlier Fonanesgue |ibrary
(1884) was located onthe park near the present-day Gty Hall. at bmldyng
was one of the first conmssions of.foromnent architect George A Loring;, it,
too, was denolished. The Central Hill site has al ways been devoted to civic
and religious buildingsV

The Central Libraryis representativeof the scale of civic structures created

national | y-known architectsaround the turn of the century. 1tsarchitect,
dward L Tilton (1861-1933) was anoted designer of "nodern' public
libraries; hewas conmssioned for the Somerviiie Public Library shortIK
before the First Vorld Vr. Born in MwYork, Tilton was trained at the Ecole
Oes Beaux Arts Parish. Heworked for MK m Mad, and Wite in NwYork prior
to establlshlnq.ms om practicewith WiliamA Boring. Boring and Tilton
produced the ElTis Island Inmgrant Station in 1900 they were noted as
designers of "nodern" public Iibraries. Springfield, sachusetts, is the
site of another Tilton library.
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