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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Spanish Bridge over Taelayag Creek south of Agat is an
example of Spanish stone and mortar bridge construction of the
nineteenth century. The bridge consists of one arch eight feet,
ten inches wide spanning the stream with the arch rising five feet,
five inches above the stream surface. The road surface of the bridge
is twenty-seven feet long and nine feet, five inches wide with the
road surface located six feet, eight inches above the water level.

To the north of the bridge structure is an enbankment for the
approach road to the north end of the bridge. On the western edge
of this enbankment is a low cut stone wall extending twenty-nine

feet north of the bridge.
The bridge is in excellent condition with no stones of the

arch or walls missing. The road surface is now sodded over with a
few stones missing along the edges of the road surface of the bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At one time a coastal road connecting Agana and Umatac
traversed the Agat area. This road was originally constructed
in 1785 under the administration of Governer Cerain utilizing
wooden bridges. By the administration of Governor Felipe de
la Corte Calderan (1855-1866) the road had deteriorated and
the Governor subsequently declared it should be rebuilt utiliz-
ing stone bridge instead of wood bridges. One of these stone
bridges was constructed over the Taelayag Creek between 1866
and the American takeover of Guam in 1898. By 1917, certain seg-
ments of the original road was still being used. However, the
Spanish bridges had fallen into disuse by this time.




Agana, Guam, 1967.

Beaty, Janice J., Discovering Guam, Faith Book Store,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
fofth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Date March 29, 1974
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ORGANIZ_ATION DATE
'Parks and Recreation Resources Division March 22 1974
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Department of Commerce, P.0O. Box 682
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National Register.
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