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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received MAY 2 3 (983 

date entered 

historic Primrose S t ree t Schoolhouse 

and/or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 71 P r i m r o s e S t r e e t N/Annt for publication 

city, town H a v e r h i l l H/A vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county E s s e x code 009 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
buildlng(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N / A ' " process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military X other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 

name A r c h i t e c t u r a l Conservat ion T rus t f o r Massachusetts, Ann Beha, Pres ident 

street & number 45 School S t r ee t 

city, town Boston Ji/Avicinity of state Massachusetts 02108 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County R e g i s t r y of Deeds 

street & number 32 Federa l S t r ee t 

city, town Salem, state 
Massachusetts 01970 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inven to ry o f the H i s t o r i c Assets 

title of the Commonwealth H50 has this property been determined eligible? yes ^ no 

date 1983 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description H a v e r h i l l : Primrose Street School 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 
§podr \ Y A ^ i — ruins altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 
. -r i,-

The Primrose Street Schoolhouse stands on an elevated s i t e at the southeast corner of 
Primrose and Rose Streets i n an area of mixed r e s i d e n t i a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings 
of the mid and l a t e nineteenth century that has undergone substantial abandonment 
and demolition. 

The former Schoolhouse i s a br i c k structure with a rectangular f l o o r plan that rises from 
a foundation of rock-faced granite through two f u l l stories to a pitched roof with gable 
ends at the facade (west) and rear (east) elevations. Window and door openings are 
rectangular and have granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s . Excepting several added windows on the 
north elevation, sash i s 6/6. An enclosed two-story porch of wood-frame construction 
(ca. 1910) exists at the Building's northeast corner. 

The facade (west elevation) i s symmetrical, containing a central doorway flanked by two 
windows at both the f i r s t and second stories and a'glazed two-leaf door centered on the 
gable. The f i r s t storey entry contains a t r i - p a r t i t e transom and double doors with panelled 
bases and fixed l i g h t s , now Concealed by modern coverings. The second storey entry retains 
a t r i - p a r t i t e transom; however, i t s double doors have been replaced by modern i n - f i l l and 
a flush-panel (hollow-core) door. The gable doorway contains an unpanelled double door 
each half of which contains three l i g h t s . The gable i s trimmed with a boxed cornice and 
wide f r i e z e , from which the returns have been removed. 

The north elevation i s asymmetrical, containing one 1/1 and one 6/6 window per storey as 
well as a second storey l i g h t on the main body of the Building. At the east end of the 
north elevation i s an enclosed two-storey entry porch (ca. 1910) that rests on concrete 
footings, i s covered with matched boarding and i s enclosed by a half-hip roof. The west 
elevation of t h i s porch contains a flush-panel door at i t s f i r s t storey and a damaged 
four-panel door at i t s second storey, while the porch's north elevation contains one 
blocked window at each storey and a small 1/1 window at the second storey. 

The east (rear) elevation contains two o r i g i n a l windows at the basement, f i r s t and second 
stories as we l l as two added windows (2/1 - ca. 1910) i n the gable. As at the facade, , , 
the returns on the roof's boxed cornice and f r i e z e have been removed. 

The south elevation i s asymmetrical, containing two windows at the basement and three windows 
at both the f i r s t and second stories. The center windows of the f i r s t and second stories 
are set i n arched surrounds that were added to the elevation around 1910. 

As o r i g i n a l l y designed, the Primrose Schoolhouse di f f e r e d from i t s present appearance i n that 
i t s facade contained double window (6/6) i n the center opening of the second storey, single 
6/6 windows i n each gable and only two window openings per storey on the north and south 
elevations. During the Building's conversion to a two-family house i n 1910-1913, the facade 
was altered by the addition of doorways and balconies at the second storey and gable. Also 
added at t h i s time were the present fr o n t doors and transom, the north elevation's enclosed 
entry porch, an exterior staircase along the north elevation and several new window openings 
on the north and south elevations; a l l exterior features appear to have been b u i l t of salvage 
from other V i c t o r i a n buildings. In addition, the Building's i n t e r i o r was subdivided into 
rooms that were finished with doors, mantel pieces, wainscots, cornices and other Victorian 
features that had been taken as salvage from unidentified Victorian buildings. Photographs 
showing the Building and i t s d e t a i l s around 1915-1920 have provided documentation for the 
reproduction of missing features, notably the facade balconies and north staircase which 
are currently being restored. 





9. Major Bibliographical References 
Report of the Auditors of Accounts of the Town of Haverhill for the 
Fiscal Year Ending January 30, 1869 p.g. 

Haverhill Free Gazette. November 7, 1913 
Haverhill Public Library - Photograph Collection 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 7 . 6 4 0 s g . f t_. 

•Quadrangle name H a v e r h i l l , M a s s . - N . H . 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 
.The nominated property includes the o r i g i n a l schoolhouse l o t purchased by the 
City of Haverh i l l i n 1867, shown as Parcel #2 on Haverh i l l Assessors' Map #305, 
Block #69 (copy of map attached) 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace J e n k i n s , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n i n g D i r e c t o r w i t h 

name/title B r i a n P f i e f f e r , ACT f o r Massachuse t t s 

organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission date March 1983 

street & number 2 94 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 3 4 7 0 

city or town Boston state 
Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^^^^oca l 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

State Historic Preservation Officer, 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date y/zP'/s^ -

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

I b f erea I n tS9  
MKttnnal Begleter date 

Attest date 

Chief of Registration 







8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checiced 
relating significance to 

the resource • 
context 
relationship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9. Major B ib l iographica l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l Da ta 

mri 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer Cer t i f i ca t ion 
Hw evaiuaistf eiQnNleanoa of Ma property wMNn tfw stMs la: 

QfWui atfnatwre 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 












