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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Demopolis Post Office is a one-story brick building with full 
basement, containing 7,084 interior square feet. It is located on a 
20,700 square foot rectangular shaped site fronting on West Capitol 
Street and running northerly on Walnut Street.

The exterior of the building is red brick laid in a Flemish Bond style. 
The front part of the roof is hipped and covered with galvanized metal. 
The back part is flat and built up. The roof is trimmed with a wood 
balustrade that sits atop a wooden cornice with dentils, a brick 
rectangular stack with a concrete cap, stone coping and galvanized metal 
louvers are on top of the roof at the back.

The front consists of a recessed double glass front entrance door with 
a tripart window on each side. The door is wood trimmed with multiple 
transom panels — directly over the door trim is a four-light transom and 
above that a fanlight transom. A brick hoodmold in a soldier course with 
stone keys at the spring lines and crown is arched over the recessed 
fanlight. The tripart windows on each side of the front entrance are 
recessed in an arched opening with 12/12 wood sash lights with a fanlight 
transom. They have the same hoodmold trim surrounding them. Directly 
above the keystone, a single soldier course adds distinction to the design 
of the building as it contrasts with the Flemish Bond.

The other windows in arched openings, two front and back and three on 
each side, are 9/9 lights double hung wood sash. These windows have 
segmental brick arches laid in alternating rowlock and soldier courses 
with keystone at the crown. All the windows mentioned have decorated stone 
lug sills which flow into the stone water table. There are three other 
windows in the back — two over the back platform are single hung, wood 
sash with 12 lights and the other is a tripart with 6/18/6 wood sash lights 
with a transom of 8 lights and blind panel.

The concrete steps at the front entrance are flanked by wrought iron lamp 
posts on each side where the iron hand railings begin upward toward the 
front entrance.

The lobby area has terrazzo flooring with marble base and border, wood 
wainscot, and plaster walls, ceiling and cornice.

The Postmaster's office has wood flooring base, chair rail and picture 
mold trim with plaster walls and ceilings.

The workroom area has a plank tile floor, wood wainscot and plaster 
walls and ceiling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first official post office to serve any part of the present city of 
Demopolis was designated Aigleville (Eagleville), the village of French 
emigrants. It was located on the southeastern edge of DempoliSv The 
office was extremely short lived, existing only from December 22, 1817 
to January 16, 1818. The Postmaster was William Tabele. The post office 
reopened December 24,, 1819, and has been operational since.

The construction of the present post office building was awarded to A. 
Anderson:&Company of St. Louis, MO in 1910 and was completed in 1912. 
During this time, the design and construction of the post offices were 
the responsibility of the Treasury Department. The designs for large 
projects were produced by private architects, but most smaller buildings 
were designed within the Supervising Architect's office. Demopolis' 
post office fell into this last category of smaller buildings. Franklin 
MacVeagh was the Secretary of the Treasury and James Knox Taylor, the 
Supervising Architect.

As far as design was concerned, Taylor's policy was that the design of 
government buildings should express classical and democratic ideals and 
symbolize power, organization and institutionalization. His stylistic 
elements of design were drawn from the French Beaux-Arts, Neoclassical and 
Colonial Revival. Taylor also believed that federal buildings must be 
built to last and so must be of high quality materials and construction. 
His feelings were that these small post office buildings, which were 
generally the most important local building, provided the local citizens 
an opportunity to feel the influence of the great architectural works.

The Demopolis post office building is 70 years old and is still in very 
good condition. Its architectural features and age warrant preservation. 
The City of Demopolis itself is historical. It presently contains various 
sites listed on the National Register. In fact, the City Hall (Confederate 
Square) which one time served as the post office and the Old Presbyterian 
Church are directly across the street from the post office and are listed 
on the National Register.
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7. Description (continued).

The women's toilet has a terrazzo floor with marble base, wainscot border 
and plaster walls and ceilings.

The men's toilet has a tile floor with marble border and wainscot and 
plaster walls and ceilings.

The swingroom has a cement floor with wood base and chair rail, plaster 
walls and ceiling.

The basement area has a mixture of tile and concrete blooring, drop tile 
and concrete ceiling and brick walls.

Recessed flourescent lighting is in the lobby area and stem-mounted 
flourescent lighting on the workroom floor.

Since construction of this facility, the following alterations and repairs 
have been made:

1956 - Workroom floor covered with plank tile.
1961 - Driveway extension and repairs.
1962 - Heating changed from coal to gas.
1964 - New mailing platform and building modification.
1974 - Roof repairs.
1975 - New front doors and frames.
1976 - Enclosure of platform 
1982 - Building repairs.

The attached plotographs which were taken in 1982 represent the present 
appearance of the Demopolis Post Office.
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