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The Holman F. Day House, of Auburn is unquestionably one of the finest Queen 
Anne Style wooden residences in the State of Maine. This is so not only in terms 
of the quality of its construction, but also in the high degree of its detail.

The house is basically rectangular in plan with an attached carriagehouse at 
the rear. Most of the building contains two and a half stories; but the tower has 
three stories, while the rear ell linking the main part of the house to the carridge- 
house consists of two stories. The hipped roof is covered with asphalt shingles; 
the walls are sided with wooden clapboards; the foundation is of granite.

The principal facade faces east and has two and a half stories. This elevation 
is dominated by a threes-story circular tower with conical roof left side. There 
are three windows in each story of the tower; these are one-rover^ne double-hung 
sash in the first and second stories and multi-^paned doubleT-hung sash in the third 
story. There are plain panels between the first and second stories and swag panels 
above the third-story windows. A one—story porch covers the entire facade and wraps 
around the base of the tower. This porch is extremely ornate with balustraded railing, 
turned and carved posts, delicate treillage, and elaborate decorated entablature. 
To the right, corresponding with the main entrance to the house, there is an ornate 
pediment with boxed cornice and returns.

As noted above, the main entrance to the Holman Day House is to the right side 
of the principle facade. This consists of double panelled doors, one wider than the 
other, within a frame of plain molding and below a blind transom panel. A single one- 
over-one window is located to the left of this doorway between the entrance and the 
tower. Like all of the windows in the house (jexcepting those in the half story), this 
has a simple molded frame capped by an ornate entahlatured lintel with dentils. The 
second story contains three sucH windows, one to the left and a pair of slightly 
smaller ones to the right, over the entrance. The pedimented half story contains a 
group of three rectangular windows, the central one being onerover-«-one double sash and 
the others, smaller, being single sash.

The south elevation of the main part of the house features a two and a half story 
gabled extension with bay windows in the first and second stories. These bay windows 
are one-over-one, except for the central window in the first story which is a large 
square picture window. An octagonal window occupies the pedimented half story. Be­ 
tween this projecting bay and the tower to its right is a single one-over-one window 
in each of the two stories.

To the left (west) of the projecting bay is a two-story ell which leads to the 
carriagehouse. This ell, like the principal facade, has a one-r«tory porch with de­ 
tailing comparable to that on the east elevation. The south elevation of this ell 
has three one-over-one windows in the first story and two above.

The one and a half story carriagehouse is fully as ornate as the residential parts 
of the house. Its main facade faces south and has a large panelled barn door and 
one-over-one window in its first story. Above the barn door is a smaller rectangular
paielled door. A circular blind window occupies the gable end above the first-and 

second- story doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In addition to its value as an outstanding example of the Queen Anne Style,the 
Holman Day House is rich, in its association with this famous Maine author, Remembered 
for their colorful Maine characters and accurate depiction of Maine customs and life, 
the works of Holman F. Day are an important part of the literary heritage of Maine.

Born in 1865 in Vassalboro, Maine, Day long served as a newspaper correspondent 
and editor in the state. He started by publishing the Weekly Vassalboro News for 2 
years .while still in high, school. Upon graduation from Colay College in 1887, he worked 
for the Fairfield Journal, was managing editor of the Union Publishing Company of Bangor 
which printed 17 weeklies, and then became owner and editor of the Dexter Gazette. By 
merging with two of his competitors, using his father-in—law's capital, Day established 
the Eastern Gazette, a journal still,published today. He left the Gazette when hired 
by the Lewiston Journal to cover the Maine Legislature.

In 1898, still reporting for the Journal,and also filing special articles with the 
Boston Herald and Globe , and the New York Tribune, Day began writing a daily column 
of poetry. Called "tip in Maine," this column was carried by newspapers across the country 
for 6 years. These poems were collected as Day's first book, also entitled Up in Maine. 
Two more books of catchy verse were printed in the next 4 years, and the three enter­ 
tained more than 30,OQQ readers.

While in the Lewiston area for the 17 years of his Journal career, Day was mar­ 
ried to Helen Rowell Gerald, whose father built them the house on Goff Street. It was 
into this house that Day retreated from journalistic pressures to write first his poetry, 
and then his prose. He wrote at least 18 novels in his lifetime, his first Squire Plum, 
was also made into a play. His most famous novel was King Spruce, which became a pro­ 
totype for books about Maine lumbering. This book firmly established Day's reputation 
as a novelist, and delighted President Theodore Roosevelt so much that he invited Day 
to the White House. The formula Day employed in these early volumes of poetry and fic­ 
tion continued to be a success in later works. He had an eye for unusual Maine charac­ 
ters, and an ear for their unique dialect. He then wove stories around the personalities 
and exploits of the woodsmen and seafarers he had observed and with whose ways he was 
familiar.

Day's interest was soon directed to the infant motion-picture industry. Beginning 
in 1918, he and his associates made two-reel pictures in Augusta, often dramatizations 
of his own stories. Day then moved to the west coast to become a-scenario writer for 
the Hollywood film community , while he continued to write novels. Later, he also went 
into radio broadcasting as "The Old Salt", a portrayal of a Maine deep-sea fisherman.

Holman Francis Day died in Mill Valley, California in 1935.
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The north elevation is comparable to the south elevation.

Two internal brick chimneys are present, one in the center of the main 
part of the house, one between the main part of the house and the ell.

Throughout the exterior of the house detail is rich. The cornice is consis­ 
tently very ornate with denticulation and a frieze consisting of carved floral mo­ 
tifs in miniature square panels. This cornice detailing is ^repeated in slightly 
reduced scale over every door and window.

^r The corners of the building and at the junctions of the building with its tower 
and the projecting bays, Ionic pilasters are present.

The interior of the house is similarly of high style, with the carved oak wood­ 
work typical of the period. Particularly representative of this is the newel post 
at the bottom of the front hall stairway.

The Holman F. Day House is a remarkable Queen Anne style house. Even if it 
were to have no historical associations of note (see section 8 for this), it would 
still be an eminent candidate of its type for the National Register.


