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NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TER' A STATEMENT (if applicabl e)

ARHTECTU. S GNHCANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

This group of ten well designed, nearly identical, gambrel roofed Colonial Revival cottages
are set in aquiet, peaceful setting ona treelined dead-end street. The houses, designed
for conpany foremen, sit ganbrel endtothe street, five ononeside andfive onthe other.
Each is onestory in height, with three baydormers onboth sides of the roof creatinga

full second story in the broad ganbrel. Al | have slate roofs, stucco as the exterior wall
fabric andan enclosed porch or sunroom Aplan with the entrance onthe side hadbeen often
used in the 17th and 18th-centuries in Massachusetts t o accommodate a full house on a long
narrow urban lot. In Southbridge the sane plan had been used as early as the 1870's i n cot-
tages built to house American Optical Conpany enployees. Thefirst rowof houses built on
Benefit Street near the newly opened (1872) Mechanic Street factory was onthis side-entrance
plan (see form #S'220). other slightly later cottages (ca. 1880's) in the same area were alsi

built gable endt othe street with the entrance onthe side (form#B24(») . |1tis interesting
to note that Maple Street is separated from that workers' neighborhood only by the railroad
tracks which cause Maple Street to endon the north,

(See Continuation Sheet)

HSIARCAL SA'IACGNE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what causedit,

and how it affected coomunity; be specific).
The Wells family, which owned the Anmerican Optical Conpany at this time, was undoubtedly
familiar with progressive early”20th century planning theories for industrial villages.
AB Wells' father-in-law, Daniel H Burnham hadput together the first conprehensive
city plan for Chicago in 1909. Thehigh quality design andpicturesque setting of the
Mapl e Street cottages reflects the latest thinking of the day. As testified to by nunerous
magazi ne articles published during this period, i twas believed that enployees woul d be
nore efficient andproduce higher quality work i f they were provided with anple, good
quality housing - a demonstration that their enployers valued them as human beings and
not just as necessary extensions of the factory machinery.

The construction of clusters of houses by the conpany for i tsworkers seens to have been a
new undertaking for American Optical during this period. |t is not even clear whether the
conpany itself hadever built housing for itsenployees before. During the period around
the 1880's and 1890's individual menbers of the Wells family built rental houses which were
likely rented to enployees. At anunspecified date, possibly during the early years of the
20th—entury, the conpany acquired houses which i t rented to enployees. According to local
tradition, the conpany (or nenbers of the Wells family ) provided enployees with low interest
| oans for housing construction during the |ate—19th andearly—=20th centuries

At about the sane time the Maple Street houses were bhuilt, the conpany also constructedtwo
other housing clusters (Twinehurst, form #A 103 andNorth Street-Wndsor Court, form #B-204).
These houses were three family dwellings, also probably architect-designed. Further research
of American Optical Conpany housing i s necessary inorder to place the constructioneof' these
factory housing clusters in their proper perspective. (,

B B GFAEHY and/ or REFEHRENES

maps, atlases
Architectural Record, October 1918, Vol. XLIV #4, p. 321.
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below,
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

The architects of the Maple Street cottages were Loring & Leland of Boston (Charles C. Loring
and Joseph D. Leland). The same firm also designed similar cottages for skilled machinists

in Whitinsville, Massachusetts at about the same time. Photographs of a building in each

of these two projects were published in a 1918 article in Architectural Record, entitled

"The Working Man and His House", as examples of quality factory housing provided by enlightenec
employers. Like many other examples cited in the article, both were Colonial Revival in
style, of frame construction with stucco sheathing and slate roofs.

NftTIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT
The Maple Street District is significant as an example of housing

constructed for the workers of the Anierican Optical Conipal>y. During
the growth of the town's eastern section late in the *jth —
century the Wells family and their company built a variety of housing
types. L.oring & Leland of Boston designed this cluster of ten
single-family houses for foreman on a short tree-lined street. It
meets National Register criteria A and C at the local level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,
design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the

attached assessors map are those of current ownership and historically
associated with the properties.
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NPS Fonn 1000IH
(tot)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Paoge

Nane
State

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Sout hbri dge MRA
Worcester Countv, MASSACHEETTS

Nomi nation/ Type of Review

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

Ki nney, A, House Entered In tha fAepex
national Hegiateas "
Attest

LaCroix—Mosher House Mal-l:"aaHRIJi.j-ar N Aeepex > (MN-D- -t A

Attest

LaRochelle, Napoleon, Two-Family House /"eper -
iSntered in the
HatloMil Beglstar Attest

Mapl e Street Historic Diatrict .
liatloxi® UeMlster Attest

Marcy, Mrs. R., House AN At"ep
‘Médtiond Begiatar

Dat e/ Si gnat ure

N A/\y/\/\/\u_/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

Ho 102*001$

McKinstry, William, Jr., House Ar"epex yyAyMi'l'ATAyA N Al

Attest

McKinstry, WIliam Farnhouse
fintered Intha
National Beglster Attest

Morse, H, House EQ-Tfij 21 xr Teeeper _
Hat lonai Y- i ar”
Attest
NewYor k, NewHaven & Hartford ‘At"pex_ "
Passenger Depot Enteredlnthe ~

A . national Begister Attest

Notre Dane Catholic Church y*"per"

Attest

NANAFO
EAYAN

Ay



NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Maple Street Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE  Sout hbridge MRA
NAME

STATE & GAONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Worcester
DATE RECEI VED 5/ 15/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 5/ 31/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 6/ 16/ 89 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 6/ 29/ 89
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89000597
NOM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDIL: N PER GO N PRORAM UNAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
GOMMENT WAl VER N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT (A ~ A y DATE “ionll"*ReSflta*

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVEER ~_
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps NBZD naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation may be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294



