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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

This group of ten well designed, nearly i d e n t i c a l , gambrel roofed Colonial Revival cottages 
are set i n a quiet, peaceful setting on a treelined dead-end street. The houses, designed 
for company foremen, s i t gambrel end to the street, f i v e on one side and f i v e on the other. 
Each i s one story i n height, with three bay dormers on both sides of the roof creating a 
f u l l second story i n the broad gambrel. A l l have slate roofs, stucco as the exterior wall 
fabric and an enclosed porch or sunroom. A plan with the entrance on the side had been often 
used i n the 17th and 18th-centuries i n Massachusetts to accommodate a f u l l house on a long 
narrow urban l o t . In Southbridge the same plan had been used as early as the 1870's i n cot­
tages b u i l t to house American Optical Company employees. The f i r s t row of houses b u i l t on 
Benefit Street near the newly opened (1872) Mechanic Street factory was on thi s side-entrance 
plan (see form #S"220). other s l i g h t l y l a t e r cottages (ca. 1880's) i n the same area were alsi 
b u i l t gable end to the street with the entrance on the side (form #Br24(») . I t i s interesting 
to note that Maple Street i s separated from that workers' neighborhood only by the railroad 
tracks which cause Maple Street to end on the north. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 

HISTORICAL SIC3\'IFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

The Wells family, which owned the American Optical Company at thi s time, was undoubtedly 
familiar with progressive early^20th century planning theories for i n d u s t r i a l v i l l a g e s . 
A.B. Wells' father-in-law, Daniel H. Burnham, had put together the f i r s t comprehensive 
c i t y plan for Chicago i n 1909. The high quality design and picturesque setting of the 
Maple Street cottages r e f l e c t s the la t e s t thinking of the day. As t e s t i f i e d to by numerous 
magazine a r t i c l e s published during t h i s period, i t was believed that employees would be 
more e f f i c i e n t and produce higher quality work i f they were provided with ample, good 
quality housing - a demonstration that t h e i r employers valued them as human beings and 
not j u s t as necessary extensions of the factory machinery. 

The construction of clusters of houses by the company for i t s workers seems to have been a 
new undertaking for American Optical during this period. I t i s not even clear whether the 
company i t s e l f had ever b u i l t housing for i t s employees before. During the period around 
the 1880's and 1890's individual members of the Wells family b u i l t rental houses which were 
l i k e l y rented to employees. At an unspecified date, possibly during the early years of the 
20th—century, the company acquired houses which i t rented to employees. According to l o c a l 
t r a d i t i o n , the company (or members of the Wells family ) provided employees with low interest 
loans for housing construction during the late—19th and early—20th centuries 

At about the same time the Maple Street houses were b u i l t , the company also constructed two 
other housing clusters (Twinehurst, form #A-103 and North Street-Windsor Court, form #B-204). 
These houses were three family dwellings, also probably architect-designed. Further research 
of American Optical Company housing i s necessary i n order to place the construction•of' these 
factory housing clusters i n t h e i r proper perspective. (, 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
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Architectural Record, October 1918, Vol. XLIV #4, p. 321. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMvflSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cctmunity: 

Southbridge 

Foim No: 

B-210 

Property Name: ̂ P^^ street Residen­
t i a l Area 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t ' d ) 

The a r c h i t e c t s of the Maple S t ree t cot tages were L o r i n g & Leland of Boston (Charles C. L o r i n g 
and Joseph D. L e l a n d ) . The same f i r m a l so designed s i m i l a r cot tages f o r s k i l l e d mach in i s t s 
i n W h i t i n s v i l l e , Massachusetts a t about the same t ime . Photographs o f a b u i l d i n g i n each 
of these two p r o j e c t s were pub l i shed i n a 1918 a r t i c l e i n A r c h i t e c t u r a l Record, e n t i t l e d 
"The Working Man and His House", as examples of q u a l i t y f a c t o r y housing provided by enlightenec 
employers. L ike many o ther examples c i t e d i n the a r t i c l e , bo th were C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l i n 
s t y l e , of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h s tucco sheathing and s l a t e r o o f s . 

Nf tTIONAL REGISTER C R I T E R I A STATEMENT 
The M a p l e S t r e e t D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t a s a n e x a m p l e o f h o u s i n g 
c o n s t r u c t e d f o r t h e w o r k e r s o f t h e A n i e r i c a n O p t i c a l ConipaT>y. D u r i n g 
t h e g r o w t h o f t h e t o w n ' s e a s t e r n s e c t i o n l a t e i n t h e (*j t h — 
c e n t u r y t h e W e l l s f a m i l y a n d t h e i r c o m p a n y b u i l t a v a r i e t y o f h o u s i n g 
t y p e s . L . o r i n g & L e l a n d o f B o s t o n d e s i g n e d t h i s c l u s t e r o f t e n 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y h o u s e s f o r f o r e m a n o n a s h o r t t r e e - l i n e d s t r e e t . I t 
m e e t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , 
d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e 
a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p a n d h i s t o r i c a l l y 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e p r o p e r t i e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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