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Name of Property County and State

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is:
_Xentered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
___determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet
___determined not eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet
removed from the National

Register.
___other, (explain:)
11/15/2021
for Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(check as many boxes as (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources
as apply) in the count)
private building(s) contributing noncontributing
public-local district buildings
X public-State structure 1 , sites
public-Federal X site structures
object objects

1 total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National Register

Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property not part of a multiple property
listing.)

Great I .akes of Wisconsin 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/Water-Related

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other- self-unloading

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE/Underwater

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation N/A

walls N/A
roof N/A
other N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Nomination
Property Name: TRANSFER (self-unloading barge) Shipwreck

Multiple Name: Great Lakes Shipwreck Sites of Wisconsin MPS
State & County: WISCONSIN, Milwaukee

Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
9/29/2021 10/13/2021 10/28/2021 11/15/2021

Reference number: MP100007124

Nominator: Other Agency, SHPO

Reason For Review:
___Appeal __PDIL __ Text/Data Issue
__SHPO Request __Landscape __Photo
__Waiver ___National ___Map/Boundary
__Resubmission ___Mobile Resource ___Period
__ Other __TCP ___Less than 50 years

X CLG
X Accept _ Return _ Reject 11/15/2021  Date

Abstract/Summary Transfer Shipwreck (Self-unloading Barge) is located at a depth of 120 feet, six miles

Comments: southeast of the Milwaukee Harbor Breakwater Lighthouse in Lake Michigan, near
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The 1.62-acre site consists of the wreck and associated debris field.
It is listed in the National Register at the state level of significance under criterion D in the
areas of Archeology/Historical-Nonaboriginal, Commerce, and Maritime History. Its period
of significance spans its original launch in 1872 as the schooner-barge William McGregor
and ends in 1923 with its replacement by a newer self-unloading barge and intentional
sinking outside Milwaukee. Transfer meets the registration requirements established for the
Miscellaneous Vessels (Converted Barge) property type in the Great Lakes Shipwrecks of
Wisconsin MPDF and retains subsurface integrity with much of its hull components extant as
well as artifacts located within the hull. The National Register documentation is not
restricted.

The vessel’s location was discovered in 2009, after which it became a popular dive site. In
2019 it was documented by maritime archeologists and volunteers from the Wisconsin
Historical Society performing a Phase Il archeological survey during which they collected
measurements, photographs, and video footage, undertook comparative analysis with
historic imagery, and identified the remains as those of the self-unloading barge Transfer.

The site has yielded information regarding the development of self-unloading technology as
well as converted self-unloading barge operations in the western Great Lakes. In addition, it
retains excellent archeological potential and is noteworthy in so far as its original 1872 hull



lines, keelson structure, and construction remained intact during the conversation and
“Today, the wreck site retains integrity from both phases of its life, with all of the hull
components in place, and most of the self-unloading machinery in situ” (Section 7, pp. 1-2).
In addition, the nomination notes that Transfer is one of only three known and two remaining
converted self-unloading barges in Wisconsin waters. All told, the vessel, ". . . is a rare
example of a of a vessel type that was vital to Wisconsin’s economy, the economy of the
Midwest, and transportation infrastructure prior to the development of road and rail networks.
The vessel’s operation history offers an important look at the use of early consort systems in
the Great Lakes during the mid to late nineteenth century, and the development of schooner-
barges over time. Additionally, the vessel’s conversation to a self-unloader offers important
information on the conversation of wooden sailing vessels, specifically schooner barges, into
labor saving tools, and allows for a more nuanced understanding of the development of the
Great Lakes maritime industrial landscape” (Section 8, p. 16).

Recommendation/ Transfer meets the registration requirements for a converted barge established in the Great

Criteria Lakes Shipwrecks of Wisconsin MPDF. The 1.62-acre site consists of the wreck and
associated debris field and is listed at the state level of significance under criterion D in the
areas of Archeology/Historical-Nonaboriginal, Commerce, and Maritime History. lIts period
of significance spans its original launch in 1872 and intentional sinking in 1923.

Reviewer  Julie Ernstein Discipline  Archeologist

Telephone (202)354-2217 Date 11/15/2021

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.
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