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DESCRIBE THE PRECENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KHOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In style, St. Joseph's Church is related to the post-Civil War enthusiasm for

the morumental classicism associated with the work of Alfred 8. Mullet, Supervising
Architect of the U. S. Treasiury, although this building is characterized by a re-
straint seldom encountered in Mullet's French Second Erpire manner. The architect

of St. Joseph's Bryan Clinch, relied less upon Mullet’s penchant for cowplicated wall
treatment and excessive ornament and more upor the clear erticulation of major and
seccndary elenents for his architecture! statement. Particularly impressive, on the
exterior, is the dramatic massing of the major dome over the main sanctuary, the four
minor domes over the shrines and the north and south bell towers on the west facace.
The towers, in turn, flank an impressiv2 pedimented portico with four giant Corinthian
coiumns trat give the entrance tne grandeur of a Riman temple. Th2 entire ensemble

is loosely inspired by two rmasterpiecas of 17th century Barogque architecture, Sir
Christopner Wren's St. Paul's Cathadral in London and Francesco Borromini's Church of
St. Agnese in Rome, treated, however, with the cool c¢lassicism of the late 13th century.

The interior of St. Juoseph's is a splendid exercisa in the manipulation of space.
A large church occopying about 11,320 square feet with seats for some 1,100 people,
it 1s based on a Gre=k cross plan with no interior subdivisions or partitions to break
up tha remarkably diract interidr spatial flow. The fcur arms of the are vaulted by
unusual coffered elliptical bavral vaults, and the crossing is surmounted by a
broad punpkin shaped dcre on pandentives. The dore contains a large stained glass
oculus top lighted by a lantern.

The church is in good condition. Minor darmage, rostly to decorative embellish-
ments and interior fittings (altars, e*c.) was sustairad in the 1306 earthguake. Cosmetic
refurtishing took place in 1320 and again in 1926-7 cn tne occasion of ths building's
fiftieth anniversary. In 1352, saricus structural cafezss ware datected in the dowe
and supporting walls, resulting in a total restoration proiect that cast $159,000. The
wooden roof structure was stiffened and supplemented with st2el rarbers and the brick
walls were strengthenad with reinforcad concrate elemet®s. Interior mural paintings
and dacorations added in the 1526 oroject ware alsy restored at this time, and the cop-
per roofing was "aluminized,™ creating tha present silvar effact of the dcmes.
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BUILDER/ARCKITECT . Bpyan C1inch

St. Josephs Church rauses tha cldast non-nission Catholic congregation fn Calif- o
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Located on the north east corner, St. Joseph's Church is bounded by
Karket and San Fernando Strests, the old St. Jossph's College and the
Pacific Ielephone Puilding.
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St. Joseph's Catholic Church

. Located on the north-east corner,
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