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1 Name of PrnpBrty ]
historic name Boutell-Hathorn House
other names/site number Wheelgate Farm

2. Location

street & number 280 Wohurn Street , N/A  not for publication
city or town Wilmington N/A  vicinity
state IVlassachusetts code_MA. county Middlesex code Qll zip code 01887

3. State/Ferieral Agenr.y Certifinatinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this 1B mination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

« meets « does not meet th” National Register Chteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

+ nationally "jsiatewide Hiocally. (7 See eentinuation sheet fer additional eemments:)

Signaturefcf certifying official/TitlexZara H. Metz, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

tional Park Servir.e Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: An-Sjnqtife of the KeMfsSh 1) 1J/ Date of Astion
| entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Boutell-Hathorn House
Name of Property

5 Classifinafion
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC Single Dwelling
AGRICULTURE Storage/Animal Facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

CO! ONIAI Georgian
EARLY REPUBLIC Federal
MID-19" CENTURY Italianate

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
5 _Q
Q
D

Number of contributing resources

in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof.

other.

stone
clapboard
board and batten

asphalt

(Describe the histohc and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See attached Continuation Sheets

.building

. sites
structures
objects
Total

previously listed

Single Dwelling
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7. Narrative Description

The Boutell-Hathorn House located in eestam Wilmington, Massachusetts, gopearsto have been builtin
dages between the mdi8™ century and the early 24/ century. The two-story dwelling is located on a5.6-
acre parcd. Sited between two open fields, the parcd isthe remainder of a once-extendve farmtheat is
representative of the agricultural landscape that persasted in Wilmington until nearly the mid-20" century.
Although the origina parcel has been reduced, the remaining land retains characteristics and festures
asodaed with the history, development, and use of the Ste throughout all periods of its exisence,
including the farmhouse, amid-19*" century bam complex, and 20* century farm outbuildings. The
property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association, and
embodies the distinctive characteridtics of theloca vernacular Georgian and Federd style interiors ad
Federd/Gresk Revivd trangtiona style exterior in the house, the fine Itdianate mid-19' century bam,
and 20" century outbuildings.

Ste

The property is located on a Colonia-period road formally laid out in 1737 over a Native American
path that provided accessto neighboring towns and supported dispersed farmhouses and their adjoining
fields. Another 18* century house sanding opposite this house mede a smdl resdentia node. Now
domestic devdopment of the past half-century surrounds the property with contemporary resdentia
subdivisons.

The dte is bounded on Woburn Street and parts of the south and north lot lines by old stone wallsthat
survived the widening of Woburn Street. A new sdewdk dong the property's Woburn Street border is
currently under congtruction. A gonewall perpendicular to the street divides the south field from the
house. Other done walls are located inthe scrubby woods northeest of the house and dong the
northern border of the property, (photo #3) Two driveways, turnouts from the road, mest to forma
triangular pattern in front of the house that remains from a leedt the last quarter of the 19" century.
Interstate 1:93 now provides the eestern boundary of the lot. The parcd is gently rolling. Northeast of
the house is arock outcropping, and near the northwest corner of the lot a small, seasond pond fillsa
depresson inthe hummocky field.

(continued)
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The house, facing south and nearly perpendicular 1o the road, is located close to Woburn Street on its
southwestern corner, due, inpart, to the widening of the road. Digpersed about the lot are severd
outbuildings: alarge barn complex located northeest of the house, a brooder house eedt of the barn
complex and a smdl greenhouse eedt of the house A ca 1941 grape arbor dands southeedt of the
greenhouse,

The foundations of a now demolished hen shelter are located in awooded knoll eest of the barn. The
faint outlines of alarge rectangular cold cellar, filled ca 1946, located eedt of the barn complex can
still be traced.

House Exterior (photo #1)

The vemacular houserises 2Vi sories high under asde-gable roof Low foundations are of granite mbble.
The main, two-story, single pile block messuring 38' x 18 isfive bayswideby one bay degp. The
westem three bays of this block may have been congructed as early as 1754 or perhgps dightly earlier; the
two eesternmod first and sscond floor bays and cellar may have been added in the first third of the 19"
century. This smcture was extended, probably around the mid-19*' century, with aone-gtory, one bay-
dep shed-roof addition and cdllar acrossthe back of the house. It may have been congtmcted in severd
builds. The rear additions, which extend beyond the original block on both ends, are covered with a half-
hip roof

A one-gory kitchen ell (ca 1900) weas added with itshalf-front gable placed & the rear of the housgs eest
devation. Parhgps a the same time alower one-story gabled pantry was erected on the et Sde of the
kitchen and parald with the main housg, (photo #4) Finally, aone-gtory front-gabled dl/shed and lower
privy were aigned on the north perpendicular to the pantry to form an L shgpe A mid-19"' century dde
porch & the eest dlevation was expanded and endosed in the mid-1970s All these dementswere
indicated on aca 1908 plan of the house

The main block featuresa center entry and alarge centrd chimney that rises from the ridge to serve four

fireplaces, two on eaech floor. Pared windowsof the first and second floors are nearly symmetricaly

aranged while the central window of the sscond floor is offset towards the east. Windows have smple

lintels. The 96 frames and sash were replaced with smilar patterned seeh inthe 1980s except for the
(continued)
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windows of the dining room's north wall. The boxed cornice is finished with abed mold typical of the
region. The eavesretums gppear to have been replaced when anew agphdt roof wasingtaled but may
sk to replicate the dose-cropped style of the vemacular Fedard syle housesof thisarea

Thetrangtiond Federd/Gresk Reviva-style door surround (photo #2) mounted on awider enframement
is composad of Doric pilasters with entad's supporting an entablature containing an unusud played frieze
and aprojecting comice. Full-length sidelights flank the four-panded door. The comerboards and sill are
of modes sze. A narrow door directly accessng the west end of the rear addition hes batten storm door
inset with asguare, glazed lozenge on the exterior. It covers amid-to late-19" century interior door with
two glazed pands

A sunken, done lined ramp on the north eevation leadsto abasament door on the north elevation. Both
were congructed by Alvin Richardson in 1942-1943 for the installation of a basement furnace.

House Interior

Theinterior essentidly retains the 18" and early 19" century plan and stmctura dements dthough
additions have opened it up and alater stair cuts out aportion. Both the west (ca 1754) and esdt (ca first
third of the 19" century) parlors have casad comer posts, wide-board wainscoting, girts and bridging
aummer beams but the summer beam of thewes parlor is uncased and is enriched with a shdlow beeded
edge, (photo #7) The 5' 6" widefireplace of thewes parlor retains aheavy iron crane and an ova oven
located & arear comer of the chimney mass The Federd-syle surround and perhagps the doors to upper
and lower built-in cupboards to the left of the firgplace were goparently installed a alater date. A door on
the northwall aooesses the rear addition. A mid-20" century ceiling inthisroom precludes an examination
of the origina ceiling and framing.

The eedt parlor retains widevertical broad-board paneling with athin, shalow bead on the fireplace wall
and wide horizontal board paneling of the same design on the eest levation. The 6' 6" wide firgplace with
high crane and pot was gpparently built with an oven in the right-hand sde of the chimney face, (photo
#8) The oven, finished with acast iron door manufactured in Boston, is omamented with a sunburst
design; the cadt iron door to the dean-out isplain. A contemporary built-in fire screen doesnot obscure
the fireplace's origina features. The mantd isasampleboard. Removable boards in arecessto the right of

(continued)
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the oven cover acavity that may have sarved as a9mnoke chamber. A gair to the second floor erected
perhgps ca 1900 in the northeast comer could have been the location of agtar from the eest chamber
above to the exterior and the original stair to the cellar, now relocated to the kitchen. This room hes bean
opened to the rear addition.

The entry hall between the two rooms aso contains wide board flooring and cased posts. Here a closed
darcasewith two smdl landingsis located besde the chimney and shdters alow closet. Itsca 1950s
renovation includes anew handrail, newe, bdugers, axd mogt of the treeds. Theinsdeof the door to the
dosat under the gairs retains scribe marks smilar to those found in the attic. The sscond floor hall retains
an exposad girt with shalow beeded edge like that of thewest parlor, suggesting that the original western
block was erected with two stories.

Soaces in the shed-roof addition dso contain wide-board flooring and casad girts. The westernmogt
bedroom, thought to have additionally functioned as a 9oe shop, contains adoor to the exterior. The
bathroom was formed from an earlier bedroom ca 1942. The ca 1900 kitchen ell, st perpendicular to the
shed-roof addition, messures about 13' x 16'. Sars a the northeast comer of the original block, but
entered from the kitchen, leed to the cdlar. The kitchen was modemized in the 1970s or 1980s The pantry
was remodded from anarrow shed and pantry & the same time. The dl/shed and four-hole privy may
have been added with the kitchen or perhgps later.

On the second floor the sametwo-room and gtair hall plan survives, except for a pesssgeway behind the
chimney accessng both chambers, and containing aca. 1970 bathroom and closet. The postsad
binding summer beams in both west and eest chambears are casad, as are the girts in the west chamber
but the girtsinthe eest chamber are exposed. Both rooms retain wide board flooring. The west
chamber hes a ample Federd-gtyle fireplace surround, (photo #9) The eest chamber retains vertical
beaded, feethered-edged chimney-wall panding. The fireplace is unusud inthat the goece over the
mantd is recessed, smilar to an octagond bay, and the panding of the recess is laid on the horizontal,
(photo #10) This feature can be ssen from the gairs to the attic. The heavy batten door of this chamber
Is hung with long cast-iron strgp hinges and pintels.

(continued)
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A batten door in the second floor hall aooesses the narrow, dosad dair to the attic. The chimney in this
stairwell revedsthat the north wall of the chimney cavity isroughly plastered with split lathe. When the
roof wasreplaced in the 1970sthe original rafterswere reinforced with new lumber and multiple new
rafters have bean inserted, with plywood sheathing placed between them and the asphdt shingles. Four
sasof probably origina rafterswith empty tenon holes a the typica location of acollar beem remain.

Outbuildings

A very smdll, glazed, probably commercialy built greenhouse (ca 1930s) st eedt of the housewes
originally located in Watham and moved to this dte by Alvin Richardson about 1941. A one-gtory
brooder housewas built during his ownership ca 1941. Thissmple, unpainted, shingled outbuilding hes
a ghed roof and bam doors.

The bam complex is composed of a leest four joined buildings and their additions. The oldest are the
large, two-story New England gable-front barn facing south and alower front-gabled daughter barn
with the ridge st perpendicular to the larger tructure and its door on the west elevation, (photo #5) The
larger bam displays dements of the Itdianate style in the degp comice and eavesretums and the square,
louvered cupolatopped by afi nebronze weathervane. Sat on low mbble foundations, it could have been
built between ca 1845 and 1885. Abovethe shingles of the facade is aclgpboard gable-field whose pesk
contains apigeon cote with ten symmetricaly aranged arched openings and landings. Three windows,
two with 6/6 saeh, light the attic goace The high, front and rear central bam doors of diagonaly laid
boards dide on acovered exterior track. On the fayade, each door contains a six-light window and athree-
tier, 24-light transom further lightsthe interior. A smal hayloft opening is placed a the Sde,

The north, west, and part of the eest devations are sheathed in board and batten. The door on the north
eevation was blocked up on the interior in the mid-20th century when the open part of the bam was used
for hens. A ramp a this door originally gave cows aocess to the north pasture. Abovethis door is a 6/6
window in the dgpboard pediment of the gable field. The eedt elevation contains two high-placed fixed
four-pane windows. The west devation contains three fixed sx-pane windows on the upper level, oneon
the lower level, and abasament door.

(continued)
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Theinteriorframeworkof this bam is constmcted with mortise-and-tenon joints. Itisdivided into three
ades by two stsof pods Thefirst adeispartly dosed off, and filled with agar giving access to the
sscond and atfic stories and acow stanchion area. The earth-floored basement is acoessed by doors beow
the grade of the eest elevafion.

The shingled atached smdler daughter bam may have been built as a sgparate building and connected to
the larger by asmadll link. Itsframing employspeded logs or degparsto support theroof A large gooked
daughter whed, usad as ahoist for butchering high on the south wall, isintact. Two ropes wound around
an axle-like member terminatein iron hooks for sugpending the butchered animal. A cobbler's bench
owned by N. B. Eames was relocated here from the first floor bedroom of the house.

Severd additions have been built onto the daughter bam. A lean-to addition was extended to the north, its
dde devation. Mr. Richardson relocated cow sanchions in this lean-to from the bam. A meta door in the
north wall of the daughter barn's lean-to is now dosed up. Another, now-closed door in the eest wall of
this addition opened on an exterior diding track the termination of which is anchored on anearby tree.

Extending southward from the daughter bam isalarge, sngle-gory garagethat was originally an open
carriage or equipment shed but was cdosed with three large garage doors in the 1940s. Itsroofline is
divided between an unequd sde gable and ashed roof A lower, shed-roof addition, extant in 1941,0n the
garage's eedt devation was enclosed with asmilar garagedoor. A large, one-story shed-roof coach house
addition was built on the eedt elevation of the daughter bam in 1984 to house arecreationd vehicle. It
was extended into the daughter bam in 1995 to accommodate alarger vehicle, (photo #6)

The foundation of a demolished ca. 1941 hen shelter islocated northeast of the bam. A cold cellar was
filled in the early 1940s but the faint,fieldstoneoutline of its perimeter isstill visible. Archeologicd
Investigation may reved more about these now-demolished buildings.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dStes are recorded on the Boutell-Hathorn House property, Stes may
be present.  Three dtes are recorded in the generd area (within one mile). The well-drained, leve to

(continued)
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moderately doping topography of the property combined with the presence of a smdl pond a the
northeest corner of the lot indicate locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) theat
ae favorable for the presence of ancient Native American Stes. The property is located within the
Shavsheen River drainage, however, wetlands within the Ipswich River drainage are equd distance
from the house. A rock outcropping northeest of the house may dso indicate the presence of
windbreek type Stesinthe area. Given the above information and the sze of the housdot (5.6 acres),
a high potentia exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the nominated property.

A high potentiad dso exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Boutell-Hathorn House
property. Structura evidence may exist from additions and renovations mede to the house snce its
original condruction inca 1756. Similar evidence may aso survive from barns, outbuildings, ad
other dructures known but no longer extant on the property. A mid-to-late 19* century horse barn,
daughter barn (ca.l855), and severd 20" century agricultura rdated outbuildings are presently
digoersed about the property. Foundation remains of a now demolished hen shdter are visbleona
wooded knoll northeest of the barn. The gte of alarge demaolished outbuilding is known between the
barn and gonewdl| dividing the house from the field. The faint outlines from a large rectangular cold
cdlar, filled inca 1946, ae dso visible northeest of the barn complex. Archaeologica evidence of
occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodaed with residentia and agricultural
activities should dso exist on the property.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated witin events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihlioqraphifral Referenres

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
AGRICULTURE
COMMUNITY Pl ANNING AND DFVELOPMENT

Period of Significance

1754- 1954

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

_ Other

Name of repository:
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8. Statement of Significance

Historica Significance

The Boutdl-Hathorn (€) House (ca. 1754 with later additions) is afi neexample of aloca farmhouse with
aFederd/Gresk Reviva-style exterior and Georgian and Federd gtyle interiors. Itsbam, an excdlent
example of the locd Itdianate style, is d0 aproduct of vemacular traditionsthat are characterigtic of
Wilmington and the areanorthwest of Boston. As such the property meats criterion C of the Nationa
Regiger a the loca level. With its grouping of farmhouse, bam, and outbuildingsin the setting of its
formerfiel ds,the property is agood representation of the devdopment of North Wilmington froman
agricultura-based settlement to a suburban community. While most of the farm, which grew from 36
acresto an ealy-19*" century pesk of perhgps 60 or 75 acres, hes been sold for suburban deve opment, the
remaining 5.7 acres of land retains characteristics and features assodated with the history, deveopment,
and use of the dte throughout al periods of its history. Resdents of the farm have contributed to the
town's broad pattems of its history in both typical and atypica ways, meeting criterion A of the Nationa
Regiger a the loca level.

Wilmington, located approximately fourteen miles northwest of Boston, was from its earliest settlement to
the mid-20th century primarily atown of diparsed farmslocated on main, inter-town roads. Population
growth throughout the 18™ and 19" century was dow inthe sable agrarian society. Much of its economy
grew through the cultivation of hopsinthe first third of the 19* century—the town sent 8,200 tons of hops
to market vaued & $2.2 million between 1806 and 1837. The owners of this farm probably grew and sold
hops as 30 many of their neighbors did. Infact, hop plants were found growing wild on the property in the
1940s

The butchering of gock anima's throughout the remainder of the century was ancther major engine of the
loca economy. In 1845 the town supported three daughterhouses employing ten men, rising to twenty
men ten years later. 1n 1865 the town sant to market in Lynn and other towns $196,856 worth of beef, with
aportion coming from farms, such as this one, with their own daughterhouses 1n 1870 then owner N. B.
Eames was assessad for a daughterhouse vaued a $100 as well as severd meaedows. Loca historians

(continued)
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datethat along train of white-covered butcher's wagons going south to Lynn was a common mid-19'*
century sght in town. When the meat dressng industry moved west between World Wars| ad |l locd
daughterhouses disgppeared. Boutell-Hathom House daughter bam and its daughter whed are one of
perhgpstwo or three remaining in Wilmington.

Thetown's population doubled between 1915 and 1940, and quadmped between 1940 and 1980, with
much of the population growth occurring after the widening of MA Route 128 (1-95) about 1953 and the
opening of Route 1:B about 1960. This Seedy suburbani zation put pressure for resdentia and industrial
use on its extengve farmland. In North Wilmington only three or four farms remained in operationin the
1950s, among them the Richardson farm. Thus, while in the 18" and 19" centuries dmost every housein
North Wilmington was the center of afarming operafion, by the mid-20"" century dmost none of them
were, with only afew exceptions that represented acontinuum of the community's agricultura heritage.

The earliest known non-Native American owner of what would become the subject property was Mathew
Edwardswho willed it to his Sgter and brother-in-law Mary and John Polle. In 1692 they sold it to
Deacon Thomas and Abigail Boutell, resdents of Reading, of which Wilmington formed a part until its
Spaadeincorporation in 1730. Abigail's Sger and her husoand John Dickerman were co-purchasars.
Strangdly, dthough Boutell is described as an aoutter of adjoining propertiesin 1732 and 1733 he was not
taxed in Wilmington until 1754. Thus we can probably establish that Boutell wes living in the housein
1754, dthough it may date from somewhat before thistime, as loca historians have believed. They dated
its congmction to 1737 but, as no documentary evidence supports that date, 1754 hes been sdected as a
reesonable yeer for its erection.

On Febmary 28, 1764 Thomeas Boutell, husbandman, sold the farm of 36 acres™being the place now in my
occupation” [North Middlesex Registry of Deeds, Wilmington copy of Southem Middlesex Registry Bk.
4-P. 542] for £ 140. The buyer was John Hathom (€). John, aresdent of Wilmington a thetime, is
described in the deed as ablacksmith. Hedid blacksmith work on the Wilmington Mestinghouse and was
Wilmington's fifth Sdectman and Town Clerk in 1761. John's father Samud Hathom hed purchased a
farm to the west across Wobum Street in 1740. John Hathom was voted amember of a Wilmington
committee to draw up a" Solemn Lesgue and Covenant” gpproving the Continental Congress for

(continued)
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freeholders and other resdents in 1774. However, his name gopears to have been scraiched of f the
proposed document. Hewithdrew from the committee and did not Sgn the document. Thisssams to
support the loca tradition that John was aLoyalist who left Wilmington when the Revolution began. In
the mid-19”* century the date 1776 hung over the door of 280 Wobum Street as asign that the house was
retumed to patriot affiliationin that year. However, the lega documents subssquent to John's degth in
1777 were recorded in Wilmington records and witnessed by his neighbors, suggesting that, athough John
may have bean absant from town, he maintained dose ties to Wilmington to the end of hislife.

John and Egther Hathom (married 1742) hed eight boys and one girl between 1744 and 1766. When John,
still ayoung man, died suddenly in 1777, he left hiswife, Sx sons, described as yeoman, two minor boys
and Saah, a"spinger.” Hiswidow Esther was gopointed to administer the estate and, as guardian of the
young Jaoob and Lemuel, was required to make an inventory. The farm congsted of 65 acreswith a
double house, barn with stock and hay to winter them, a blacksmith shop, and movables gopraised &

9 pounds, 19 shillings. Esther and the children sold the farm, now 75 acres, for 180 pounds on May 14,
1779. By this dateall but one of the family were resdents of Woolwich, Lincoln County, State of
Massechusdtts Bay, (now Maine). Nathanid, the fifth son, registered the Wilmington deed saven years
later in 1786. The buyer was Daniel Gowing, probably their neighbor on the north and perhgps a rdadve
of John Junior's wife TabithaGowing.

Daniel Gowing sold the property to Jonathan Gowing in 1833, but thistime the sde do included Paw #
17 inthe Medtinghouse. Three years later Jonathan sold the property and pew to James Gowing of Dracut
and three yearslater, after sixty years under Gowing ownership, it was sold out of the family to Nathan
Eames The Eamesssand their heirs would own it for dmost acentury, from 1839 to 1929.

N. Bradley "Brad" Eames (1829-1892), son of the first Nathan, was aprominent member of thelocally
powerful and numerous family whaose roots were srong on Wobum Street. During the 19 and early 20
century family members controlled loca politics by holding many offices in town. N. B. Eameswasa
butcher, one of severd in Wilmington in the lagt half of the 19* century, sending his butcher cartsto
Lynn. Hewas ds0 awholesde and retail deder in the ice and cod trade in Wilmington. Itisprobably his
butcher whed that remains in the daughter house bam. He married Sarah Swain and served as sdectman

(continued)
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for many years His son Edward B. Eames (1856-1935), alumber deder, grew up inthe house ad sarved
& Street Commissoner and Assessor of Reading. He was dso Wilmington's Representative to the
Generd Court 1916-1917. Edward followed family tradition by moving from Reading and living neer the
family homesteed on Wobum Streset.

Another son, Arthur W., acarpenter, purchesad the house acrossthe road from his father's housein the
ealy yearsof the 20 century. Arthur's daughter, Gertmde Eames Allgrove (b. 1889), whose memory of
visiting her grandparents  house and exiting directly to the outsde from the second story esst bedroom
provides the bagsfor the ca 1900 date of the kitchen ell. Thisell gopears on an undated but possbly ca
1908 plan of the housewhen owned by N.B. Eames

In 1941 Alvin and Maude Richardson purchesed the 85-acre property, by then known as Whedgate Farm,
from Kermit and Elizabeth Deggs, moving from Watham where Alvin hed been an esate supervisor. Mr.
Richardson was apoultry farmer who a0 kept afew cows, rased hay and sold garden produce and
seedlings & agand on Wobum Street. His Rhode Idand Reds produced eggsfor an egg route he mede
twice weekly. The family expanded and endosad the Sde porch, installed new windows, and constmcted
abrooder house and anow demolished hen shdter. They ds0 sold severd acresfor ahouselot. About
1958 the Commonwedth took twenty acres for the constmction of interstate highway, |- 93, now the
eagtem boundary of the property. Mr. Richardson continued farming on the remaining 5.7 acreson the
wes 9de of the highway, and maintained a smdl hayfield on the eest 9de until his death in 1971. The
highway reduced the farm but mede its mral surroundings more accessble for suburban devel opment.

The current owner, Alvin and Maude's daughter Winifred Richardson, formerly akindergarten teaecher in
nearby Winchester for thirty-nine years will donatethe property to the Town of Wilmington with a
preservation restriction.

Architectural Significance

Both the interior and exterior of the house preserve arecord of changesin the domestic architecture of
Wilmington from near itsincorporation to the mid-20"" century. Its dterations and additions enect in built
form the history of the requirements and tagtes of succesding owners. In addition, the well-preserved

(continued)
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outbuildings exemplify the methods the community employed throughout the 19" and 20* centuries to
adapt to dhangesin farming technology and the agricultural economy in the metropolitan Boston area
These include the drive through New England gable-front bank bam with manure basement, the daughter
bam with itsintact whed for cutting up animal carcasses, the brooder house for poultry, and the
greenhouse for starting seedlings when the farm sold tmck vegetables & afarm sand on the property.

While Wilmington isrelatively rich in First Period, Georgian and Federd syle houses it is a shrinking
group. In 1765 enumerators counted 94 housesin town. Of the gpproximately twenty housesbuilt before
1780 chronicled by Adele Passmorein 1980, two have been lost Snce then and severd have been badly
renovated. This example of a Georgian farmhouse, renovated and expanded inthe Federd and Gresk
Reviva periods, isone of only afew that today retains its agricultural outbuildings and historic landscegpe
setting. The houseistypical of thelocal architecturd tradition inits growth by accretion, its south-facing
siting, Sde-gableroofline, center chimney, center entry with eaborated door surround, and 96 window
szeh presarved on the north elevation.

More rare than the remaining farmhousesin Wilmington is this property's bam. Asthe town hes lost a
number of its once plentiful bamsinthe last decade, this is one of asmal number remaining and certainly
one of themodt impressve inits large Sze, fine detailing, and excellent Sate of preservation.

A small, two-story, three-bay house without a cdlar probably erected by Thomas Boutdll may have
exiged on this dte by 1754. While it doesnot gopear on the 1794 Thompson Map of Wilmington,
historians note that other housssknown to have been built before this date but having only one story or
only three bays ae dso not indicated. It is reesonable to assume that the magpmaker did not fedl these half-
houses were sufficiently important to register. Intemal evidence suggeststhat the house, then

congsting of an entry hall and one room on each floor, was gpparently extended eestward with cdlar and
two bays (or one room) on two floorsinthe first third of the 19* century.

Changes of ownership in 1779, 1833, and 1836 would have given the buyers, members of the Gowing
family, opportunities to extend the house with the eest parlor/kitchen on the first floor and eest chamber
on the ssoond. Perhgpsthe new kitchen with the more modem front oven dlowed the family to transform
the old kitchen into amore formal west parlor with anew Federd mantd and fireplace surround, and to

(continued)
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caeeall gmctura dements on the west Sde but the summer beam of the old kitchen. Smilar treatment
would have been given to the west chamber. The exterior trangtional Federd/Greek Reviva door
surround with the unusua splayed frieze would probably have been added a the same time. While splayed
window lintelsare common in Federd style housesof the areg, this dhgpeisinfrequently ssanin
entablatures.

The rear extenson gppearsto have been built after 1840; indeed the westem portion was dmogt certainly
extant soon after 1855 when N. B. Eames seams to have bought out his siblings' inheritance of their
father's edate N. B. Eames may havebuilt the larger bam building. It is probably his butcher's whed that
is located in the daughterhouse bam. Subsequent dterations and additions include the addition of the
current kitchen, pantry, dl/shed and privy, all extant by ca 1908, and the cutting of the dairs into the eest
chamber. Further examinations of the frame may reved more about the dating of the addifions.

On the interior most of the origina spatid organization and many of the original architectural fegtures
reman and are significant. The west parlor contains two casad comer podts, exposad girtson all
devations, awide-board wainscot whose top molding was instaled inthe 1940s a summer beem with
beeded edge aFederd gtyle fireplace surround and an earlierfireplacewith an ova brick oven placed &
the rear of the firebox; upper and lower cabinets adjacent to thefirepl acewith probably 1940s hardware
and two room doors with white porcelain knobs. Wide-board flooring probably remains benegth the wall-
to-wall carpet.

Significant features inthe eedt parlor include two casad comer posts, exposed girts, a cassd ummer
beam; agample firgplace surround andfireplacewith built-in Sde oven and clean-out; vertica-board
panding on the fireplace wall; wide-board wainscotfinishedwith ca 1941 top molding; horizonta -board
paneling on the eestem wall; open shelving adjacent to the fireplace; and wide-board flooring.

Significant features in the bedroom in the rear addifion include awide-board floor, door and surround to
the exterior, door and surround to the west parlor, and girts on the west and north walls. The dining room
contains an exposed girt, wide-board floor, and origina windows and sash on the northwall. A reaer

(continued)
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dl/shed with an unfinished floor, walls and ceiling contains awood-gorage area, aworkshop, and abuilt-
in cupboard. The four-holeprivy behind it is dso architecturaly intact and is significant. Significant
features of the basament include the foundations, chimney base, and original floor joists.

The entry hadl contains asignificant closed, renovated garcase with newd and pine banister, dosst ad
door under the gtair, two cased podts, wide-board flooring; adoor to the west Parlor with daborated knob-
plate and white porcelain knob, and adoor and Bennington knob to the eedt parlor. Significant features on
the sscond floor hall include agirt with abeeded edge, acasad pog, vertica-board panding with door to
atic stair, and the doors and surrounds to the second floor chambers

The et chamber contains significant featuresthat include apog, an exposad girt, a cassd ummer
beam, an origina fireplace and surround, and two vertical board doors with their surrounds and
hardware. The west chamber contains four cased posts, a cassd summer beam; wide-board flooring;
and the fireplace surround and mantel. The dosat/bathroom between the east and west chambers
contains awainscoted south wall. The attic contains original framing (four bents, two on each side).

The bam complex is sgnificant for its well-preserved condition that neverthdess indicates changesin use
over time as farming practices in this increasngly suburban town adgpted to meat new conditions in
agriculture and marketing. The barn's use as the canter of an active farm throughout agpproximately one-
half of the property's period of significance makesit an important part of the resource. The bam istypica
of local bamsinits front-gabled form: high roof pitch, boxed eaves and comice retums, cupola and
wedthervane. Itsthree-bay stmctura width, large, dliding bam doors with transom light, fieldstone
foundations, drive-through feature, Ste grading with aocoess to alower level are dso typical; as aeits
exposed timber frame and gorage above the first level. While many loca bams do not display an exterior
dove cote, this one has ahandsome one inthe gable field. The barn's exterior desgn and materids ad
interior ssmcturd members, organization, and flooring are significant.

The daughter bam with its lean-to extenson issignificant es aspecidized agriculturd building with a
still-extant and presumably now rare butchering whed to sugpend carcasses The bam dso housss a
cobbler's bench that had remained on the property. Its exterior design and materids and interior ssmctura
members, organization and flooring are significant.

(continued)
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The two remaining outbuildings—the brooder house and the greenhouse and the landscape features.
fields, gonewall sysem and pond, are significant for their relation to the farming operation that continued
the nearly 200 yearsof its period of significance.

Preservation Issues

This house grew incrementally to meet the nesdsof the familiesthat owned it but much of theinterior
organization and finish has been preserved. In addition, dthough the property's acreege was reduced in
Sze, the core of the farm remained, including the sonewall sygem that defined its immediate landscape.
Renovations have been respectful; for example, windowswere replaced using the origina sssh
configuration of 96 that is locally typica of Georgian ad Federd period houses

The current owner is planning to donate the property with preservation eesamentson it to the Town of
Wilmington, in spite of areduced municipal budget Wilmington is prepared to assume responsibility for
this fine representative of its agricultural heritage and use it for the education and recregtion of its
resdents.

Archaeological Signiflcance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement are poorly documented in Wilmington, any
surviving gtes could be significant. Native American Stes located & or near the Boutdl-Hathorn house
may contribute important information that documents the range of occupation, Sze and function of
interior gtes and their relationship to larger dtes basad dong regionally important tributaries including
the Shavsheen and Ipswich Rivers. Ancient dtes in this areamay d<o help test the importance of
riverine-based sttlement hypotheses  The Boutell-Hathorn House is located a the boundary between
the Ipswich River that drains easterly to Plum Idand Sound and the Shawdheen River that drains
northerly to the Merrimack. Native American dtes inthis areamay exhibit socio-economic-politica
similarities with gtes or Native groups in one drainage or the other or exhibit characterigtics of both.

Historic archaeologicd resources described above may contribute important information that documents
the settlement and economy  of an eastern Massachusetts town from the 18* through 20* centuries.
Documentary and architectural reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may trace the

(continued)
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evolution of digpersed farms from the town's earliest settlement to the mid-20* century as Wilmington
developed from an agricultural-based settlement to a suburban community.  Identification and mapping
of structural changes and renovations to the house may contribute important information reaed to
changes in domestic architecture in Wilmington from its incorporation to the mid-20* century.
Architectural changes may a0 reflect changesinthe socid structure of the occupants of the house,
Much of the above information and the idendfication of barns, outbuildings, and theirftinctionsmay
aso hdp trace changes in agricultural srategies and technologies usad a the Boutell-Hathorn House as
Its occupants struggled to cope with the 18* and 19* century agricultural economy as it wasinfluenced
by the demands of the growing metropolitan Boston locde. Detailed andyss of the contents of
occupationd rdated featuresmay aso contribute important information relating to the evolution of the
farmgtead and agricultural economy of the area. Occupationd related features may dso contain
Important evidence of manufacturing activities conducted in the home and the socid, cultural, and
economic lives of the inhabitants.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the property are the lot Unesfor 280 Wobum Street, Wilmington, Massachusetts shown as Lot
#11 on the Wilmington Assessors Sheat # 86, Wright and Pierce, CF, 1956, updated January, 1990. The boundary
is indicated by the dotted line around Lot #86-11 on the accompanying Assessors Shedt.

Boundary Justification

Its current lot lines define the boundaries of the Boutell-Hathom House a 280 Wobum Street. The property
includes the core of the historic fam—the farmhouse, bam complex, brooder house, greenhouse and the dtesof the
cold cdllar and outbuilding as well as the historic gonewalls and two fields. The property was reduced from
eighty-five acresin 1941 to its current 5.7 acres as some acreage was 0ld for residential development and twenty
acresof the farm were taken by the State in 1957 for an interdate highway that now formsits eestem boundary.
However, the property maintains historic integrity inits setting, house, gone walsand outbuildings. The current
lot lines d0 definethe property that will be given to the Town of Wilmington and on which preservation
ess=meantswill be placed.

(end)
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The following information is the same for all photographs:

Photographer Heli Mdtsner

Date of Photograph 16 Aprill4, 2003:
7-10 April 15, 2004

Negative Location Negatives 1-6

Massachusstts Historical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125
Negatives 7-10
Town of Wilmington

Photograph # 1

House, fafade, looking N

Photograph # 2

House, detail, door surround, looking N

Photograph # 3

House, eedt elevation, looking NW

Photograph # 4
House, north elevation, looking S
Photograph #5

Barn complex, facade (south elevation), looking N
(continued)
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Photograph # 6

Foreground: Barn, south elevation, middle-ground: Greenhouse and Out Building Site, background:
Brooder House, looking NE

Photograph # 7

House interior: first floor west room, looking SE

Photograph # 8

House interior: first floor eest room, looking NW

Photograph #9

House interior: sscond floor west room, looking NE

Photograph # 10
House interior: sscond floor eest room, looking NW
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DECEIVED
SEP 08 2004
MASS. HIST, con

Wilmington Town Museum a the
Coal. JoshuaHamden Tavern, c1770
430 SHem Sregt htaveni @ towTiofwilmingtonma.com

Wilmington, Massachusdtts 01837
978.6585475

September 5, 2004

Ms. CaaMetz

Director

Board of Commissonars

M assachusdtts Historical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Bogton, Massachusetts 02125-3314

Dear Ms. Metz,

The Board of Commissioners will be reviewing nominaions for the National Register of Historic
Haces on Wedneday, Septembar 8, 2004. The Boutdl-Hathom House in Wilmington is being
congdered. Asloca project coordinator who cannat attend this mesting, | would like to express my
gratitude to the Commissioners for their consderation. | would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Heli Mdtsner for her work onthis project. Heli and | first met when she was hired to
research for nomination purposss the four historic districtsin Wilmington. All four districtswere, in
2004, accepted to the National Regigter. Her work for this project before you, like the previousproject,
was outdanding. She is very thorough, patient, enthusiagtic, resourceful and organized.

| would dso like to expressmy degp appreciation for Ms. Winifired Richardson, an insightful and
ingpiring pioneer. Her gppreciation of things higtorical is unprecedented in Wihnington, and the
community as awholeisvery respectful of her legecy. Her willingness to cooperate with thislengthy
processis commendable

Wilmington's Historical Commission and Town Maneger, Michad Cairji, fully support this
nomination and look forward to the Board's likely recommendation of it to the National Park Service.

Sincerdy,

Kathleen BlacK Reynolds
Local Project Coordinator



The Commonwealth of M assachusdtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 21, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic FHlaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washmgton, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Boutdll-Hathom House, 280 Wobum Street, Wilmington (Middlesex), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support has been received.
We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

(0 01 Hei Mdtsner, consuitant
MissWinifred Richerdson
Paul MacDondd, Rasmeaer & Sodlman
Kathlean Black Reyndlds, Cardlyn Harris Wilmington Historical Commission
Miched McCoy, Wilmington Board of Sdectimen
Lynn Duncan, Flanning Board Char

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state.ma.us/sec/mhc



