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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pacific Press building is an Italianate, Victorian

——

wood structure in the form of a Greek cross, having two and
one-half stories, basement and attic with central sides
projecting nine feet from the frame. The Greek cross plan was
adopted as it allowed greater light entry. Carved brackets
ornament the hooded main door and windows which have decorated
lugsills. The high gabled roof is surmounted by a cupola, its
windows are of the palladian design. Decorative patterns
attached to the surface add to the detail of the exterior.

In 1880, the building was raised and the basement enlarged for
a press room and engine room. At present, the building is
altered only by the extension of the sides to the rear, but

the Victorian style is retained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Under the direction of James White, leader of the Seventh
s e

Day Adventists, the Pacific Press building was erected in 1875
as a publishing and printing firm. Books and periodicals were
published in the fields of education: The Sabbath Schoolworkers;
health: The Pacific Health Journal; religion: Si of the Times}
history® Album of Oakland. Being fully equipped in departments
of bookbinding, engraving, printing, electrotyping and stereo-
typing it became one of the most prominent bﬁsiness features of
Oakland and the finest and largest publishing firm on the West
Coast. Due to a nationwide distribution its influence was not
limited to California. In addition to its commercial contributions
it was the primary center for the Seventh Day Adventist providing
housing and employment.

Due to the rapid expansion of the publishing company, a three

story building to the rear of the main site, and a two story en%ine

room on Twelfth Street were erected in the late 1870's. The

lorizinal buildine is 4 £i11 s
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law ,

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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