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jCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Mis building was constructed in 1§5AJ^ tlle miners residing in Douglas 
Flat. >The original 20 f x 24* structure resulted due to a need for a 
neeting hall and church. By 1856 families began moving to the area and 
the need for a school building was evident. At this time it was realized 
that the structure haa been constructed on ground that was fertile with 
»old deposits and it would be profitable to move the building to a new 
Location. A site was selected on a hillside approximately one-quarter 
nile from the original site to relocate the building. The building was 
re-located to a 3-acre site which was designated to be used as a school 
:hurch, community center and cemetery.

Examination in 1971 revealed that the original building was constructed 
of European cedar and utilized a fabric comparable to cheese cloth for 
the interior wall surfaces. The building was constructed of lumber in 
.ts entirety with windows and the finished lumber, judged by architects 
and builders to have been imported from Europe.

The building is a simply designed example of contemporary building 
vernacular of the gold rush period. **Its simple, unobstructed lines 
suggest the classic styling familiar to the builders in the East before 
coming to California. Classic styling, based upon Greek and Roman revival 
forms, was the preferred form for public buildings of the 1850*3. The 
milding is classic revival at its simplest. The temple front of Greek 
revival is merely suggested by the classic pedimented gable. The elements 
of the cornice have been reduced to a band of wide horizontal boards and a 
strip of moulding below the eaves. The treatment of the entrance is 
suggestive of early classic forms with an architrave supported by flat 
Dilasters. The composition is capped by a small rectangular belfry ."**"*

Ln 1856 the first school was held in Douglas Flat according to the record 
:>f the County Superintendent of School. It is concluded that shortly 
thereafter an addition was constructed adding sixteen (16) feet to the 
Length pf the building. There is evidence to indicate that the exterior 
.umber was also imported as the texture is not indicative of native 
Lumber. In addition the exterior clap-boards are narrow in width and 
smooth finished. It is concluded that at the time of constructing the 
iddition the interior was all finished in a tongue and grooved pine 
.umber.

Che interior, as it appears today, was one large room. The finish, both 
:eiling and walls, are of tongue and grooved pine. The floor is made of 
soft pine and is very dark colored from the treatment of oil to preserve 
:he wood. Until the early 1950 ! s a wood burning stove was used for heat. 
The original opening for the stove pipe is still visible in the center 
>f the room and was apparently not changed when the addition was built.

?his school was used until 1956 when it was closed due to the lack of 
students A In 1971, the school was re-opened to be used for a kindergarten 
ilass. When the need was known for an additional classroom, residents of 
:he district came together and placed the building in a usable form. The 
•ennovation consisted of small repairs, repainting the exterior and in-
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terior, the installation of an approved electrical system to replace the 
inadequate service and the repair of the existing heating system. There 
were no structural changes in the work completed.

Upon completion of the new Michelson school in Murphys it will be trans­ 
ferred to the Douglas Flat Community Club to be maintained as a museum 
and community hall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Douglas Flat School shows the simplistic classic styling of 
Gold Rush architecture, based upon forms familiar to its builders 
in the East. According to Harold Kirker, the Greek and Roman 
based classic styles were preferred for civic architecture in 
California in the 1850 f s.

Built by local labor, the schoolhouse combines the builders 1 
recollections of "proper" styles known in the East and the elements 
of frontier construction, resulting in a composition of classic 
styling at its simplest - the elements of classic styling are suggested, 
but not strongly developed along formal Greek or Roman Revival lines.

This building, in addition to being architecturally significant, is 
important for its role in the history of the State of California. With 
the discovery of gold in 1848 at Douglas Flat came many settlers to seek 
their wealth. To enable each miner a fair share of the prospects for 
gold, a system was devised to allot an area eight feet by eight feet as 
the surface boundaries of the claim. All that came, however, were not 
actually engaged in mining for gold. Tradesman and merchants established 
businesses to provide the miners with the goods and services needed to 
carry on the mining activities.

Early records indicate that the only area not available to the miners 
pick and shovel was the Douglas Flat school site. The first teachers, 
in addition to a small salary were granted exclusive rights to mine gold 
on the school site.

As the community grew into a large settlement, families began arriving 
to make this area one of permanent buildings to replace the tent city 
that had developed so rapidly. The school, with its variety of uses, 
played an important role in the development of this area.

The trustees of the Vallecito Union School District have declared its 
intention to arrange for the preservation of the structure for historical 
purposes. This site at the present time is visited by many people annually 
as it is part of the history of this region. From a national interest 
this building played a significant role in the development of California 
as a state.
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It is the opinion of the trustees that, if the site and building are
not preserved, the nation will lose a valuable contribution to the history

The community of Douglas Flat is California State Historical Landmark 272.
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