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Dilckey's Barbershop is a single-story, frame and clapboard, octagonal
Structure which was built in 1894 by Charlie Conn. Reputed to have
been an excellent carpenter. Conn constructed many houses in Rives.
Shortly after the ishop was completed, a small room and covered _EJo_rch
were attached to the southern and southwestern sides of the building.
The original shake roof was replaced with asbestos shingles early in
this century; except for the moden roof, the appearance of the building
has remained materially unchiinged. Each of the octagonal sides measures
approximately nine feet in width.

Only one of the shop's three barber chairs, potbellied stove, mirror
a few odd chairs and benches, and washstand and china washbasin still
remain in the building. The shaving mug cabinet, shoeshine chair,
barber pole, captain's chairs, bathtub, and water heater are stored
elsewhere or have been lost.

Sam Dickey offered his customers the luxury of a bath as well as the
customary” tonsorial services. The bathtub” was housed in the small room.
A tank mounted on a raised wooden platform adjacent to the shop supplied
the water, which was heated by a coal-burning stove with coils woun
around it, to the bathchamber.

The building is presently in sore need of repairs; the roof leaks, and
the interior hs deteriorated, But if.the hairtonics and shamppos and
the scissors and clippers were returned to the shelves, if the candy-
striped pole were replaced; and if,the sign, "Dickey's Tip Top Barber
Shop," were repainted in the window, the shop could be reopened and the
customers again served.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nineteenth-century, octagonal structures are extremely rare; only three
or four are known to exist in the state. Dickey's Barbershop is the
sole example of this style of architecture located to date in West
Tennessee. This building is doubly important since it is the only
known surviving octagonal barbershop in the state.

Samuel Hamilton Dickey (born, April 28, 1867) owned a barbershop in the
business district of Rives before he had the present building erected in
1894 on the northeast corner of his house lot in North Rives. Located
across the tracks. from the Newport News and Mississippi Valley Railroad
(later the lllinois Central) Depot, drummers frequently left rental orders
for John Dickey's Livery Stable rigs at brother Sam's shop. Samuel

Dickey served as a town alderman during the first decade of this century.
He operated his tonsorial parlor until his death on October 8, 1932.

Melvin Dickey began working with his father at the age of sixteen and
continued the family business for thirty-f ive years, until he died in
1967. After hravm\% served éhe needs of the citizens-of Rlves[, as well

as the passengers Who waited to change trains in the tiny railroad
junction town, for seventy-three years, the barbershop closed permanently.
he heirs of Samuel H. Dickey steadfastly refuse to sell or rent the
building. Dickey's Barbershop remains a landmark and contributes to the
uniqueness of Rives.
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Owners of Property
The heirs of Samuel H. Dickey are

Mr. Ragmond Dickey
Box 12
Rives, Tennessee 38253

Mrs. Cubert Maloney
Trimble, Tennessee 38259

Mrs. AM. Tap
4200 East 58th Street
Kansas City, Missouri 64130

Mrs. Cecil Overcast
Route |
Rives, Tennessee 38253

Mrs. Willie Nelms
333 Keller
Union City, Tennessee 38261
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The Rives Quadrangle Map does not have UTM grid ticks marked. The
latitude and longitude of the Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop are:

Latitude Longitude
36° 21" 34" 89° 02" 57"
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer

receiver "
Dr. William J. Murtagh APR2 9 1975 ~*
National Register of Historic Places national
National Park Service register /

18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed g)lease find the forms necessary for the nomination of
Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop to the National Register of
Historic Places.

If additional information is needed, please let me know.
Sincer” yours,

Lawrence C. Henry /

LCH/HLH/11
Enc.
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Xreusdalft Ga_llatin
Susiner County

Cooper, Governor frentice. Bouse Shelbyvlliu
Bedford County

RosseU, Avery, Boxjso Concord
Koor caanty

iokev' t A Elves
Siokey's Octagcoal Barbershc C&lon County

Also Notified ) _ _ _
Hon. Howard H. Baker. Jr. State Historic Preser«mtion Officer
Hon. Bill JSrooH. Kr. LawresncQ C. Henry
Koa. Joe L. Bvina Executive Director, Tenaeaaoe
Historical Coaaission
Egﬂ' \IlzzhgoﬂésDuncan 170 2nd Avenue tiorth. Suite 100
Regional Director, Southeast Region Nashville, Tennessee  572X9

.Mpx»iott/row 6/9/75
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