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Request for Removal of Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop from the National Register of Historic 
Places 

Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 29, 1975 
(75001772) . It was located at the southwest comer of High and N. Church Streets in Rives, Obion 
County, Tennessee. The barbershop was listed under Criterion A for significance in Commerce and 
Criterion C for Architecture as a rare example of an octagonal building in Tennessee. As noted in the 
nomination, the building was the only known surviving octagonal barbershop in the state. 

In 2008, Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop was donated by its owners to Discovery Park, a museum and 
entertainment venue in Union City, Obion County, Tennessee. Among the park' s attractions are historic 
buildings that were moved from their original location to the park. About 2013, there was an attempt to 
move Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop to the park, but the exterior of the building reportedly did not 
survive the move. The exterior was ultimately recreated at Discovery Park (see Figures 2 and 5). 
Portions of the interior were salvaged and were moved to the recreated barbershop at the park. 1 

The historic location of Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop is currently vacant (see Figure 4). The attempted 
move resulted in the destruction of the exterior, resulting in irreversible loss of the property's significant 
characteristics and its integrity of materials, design, and workmanship. While some of the building's 
interior reportedly survived and was moved to Discovery Park, the move has resulted in a loss of 
location and setting. This has also led to a loss of integrity of feeling and association. Dickey's 
Octagonal Barbershop has lost the characteristics for which it was listed and no longer retains any 
integrity. For these reasons, Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop should be removed from the National 
Register. 

Claudette Stager, D ~puty State Historic Preservation Officer 

Fvr Joy Beasley, Keeper of the National Register 

12.er,l\o.re. .=:rt,-.. "'"'),·""''" 1 ~tr~~ 

I/ 

Date 

Date 

1 Glenda Caudle, "Historic Barbershop a DPA Attraction," NWTN Today, February 12, 2013, accessed 
June 7, 2019, http://www.nwtntoday.com/2013/02/ 12/historic-barbershop-a-dpa-attraction/; "The Barber 
Shop," The Historical Marker Database, accessed June 7, 2019, 
https: //www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?markei= 106071 ; 
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USGS Topographical Map with Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop's new location indicated 
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Figure I: Google Maps Imagery, dated 2019, with the original location of Dickey's Octagonal 
Barbershop Indicated 
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Figure 2: Google Maps Imagery, dated 2018, of Discovery Park America with new location of Dickey's 
Octagonal Barbershop indicated 
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Figure 3: Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop, October 1974. Photographer facing west. Photo by Robert E. 
Dalton from the Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop National Register Nomination 
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Figure 4: Historic Location of Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop. Photographer facing west. Photo taken 
April 2, 2019 by Jessica Baker, Northwest Tennessee Development District. 
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Figure 5: Recreated Dickey's Barbershop at Discovery Park America. Photo taken July 18, 2017 by 
Sandra Hughes, from https://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=l0607l , accessed June 7, 2019. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dilckey's Barbershop is a single-story, frame and clapboard, octagonal 
Structure which was built in 1894 by Charlie Conn. Reputed to have 
been an excellent carpenter. Conn constructed many houses in Rives. 
Shortly after the ishop was completed, a small room and covered porch 
were attached to the southern and southwestern sides of the building.
The original shake roof was replaced with asbestos shingles early in 
this century; except for the modern roof, the appearance of the building 
has remained materially unchiinged. Each of the octagonal sides measures 
approximately nine feet in width.
Only one of the shop's three barber chairs, potbellied stove, mirror, 
a few odd chairs and benches, and washstand and china washbasin still 
remain in the building. The shaving mug cabinet, shoeshine chair, 
barber pole, captain's chairs, bathtub, and water heater are stored 
elsewhere or have been lost.
Sam Dickey offered his customers the luxury of a bath as well as the 
customary tonsorial services. The bathtub was housed in the small room. 
A tank mounted on a raised wooden platform adjacent to the shop supplied 
the water, which was heated by a coal-burning stove with coils wound 
around it, to the bathchamber.
The building is presently in sore need of repairs; the roof leaks, and 
the interior h^s deteriorated, But if.the hairtonics and shamppos and 
the scissors and clippers were returned to the shelves, if the candy- 
striped pole were replaced; and if,the sign, "Dickey's Tip Top Barber 
Shop," were repainted in the window, the shop could be reopened and the 
customers again served., .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nineteenth-century, octagonal structures are extremely rare; only three 
or four are known to exist in the state. Dickey's Barbershop is the 
sole example of this style of architecture located to date in West 
Tennessee. This building is doubly important since it is the only 
known surviving octagonal barbershop in the state.
Samuel Hamilton Dickey (born, April 28, 1867) owned a barbershop in the 
business district of Rives before he had the present building erected in 
1894 on the northeast corner of his house lot in North Rives. Located 
across the tracks from the Newport News and Mississippi Valley Railroad 
(later the Illinois Central) Depot, drummers frequently left rental orders 
for John Dickey's Livery Stable rigs at brother Sam's shop. Samuel 
Dickey served as a town alderman during the first decade of this century. 
He operated his tonsorial parlor until his death on October 8, 1932.
Melvin Dickey began working with his father at the age of sixteen and 
continued the family business for thirty-f ive years, until he died in 
1967. After hraving served the needs of the citizens-of Rives, as well as the passengers who waited to change trains in the tiny railroad 
junction town, for seventy-three years, the barbershop closed permanently. 
The heirs of Samuel H. Dickey steadfastly refuse to sell or rent the 
building. Dickey's Barbershop remains a landmark and contributes to the 
uniqueness of Rives.
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known surviving octagonal barbershop in the state. 
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(later the Illinois Central) Depot, drummers frequently left rental orders 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination of 
Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop to the National Register of 
Historic Places.
If additional information is needed, please let me know.

receiver ^
APR2 9 1975 ^

national 
register /

Sincer^ yours,

Lawrence C. Henry /

LCH/HLH/11
Enc.

• 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741 -2371 

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Execut ive Director 
State Historic Preservation Offi cer 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

April 24, 

Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination of 
0ickey's Octagonal Barbershop to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

If additional information is needed, please let me know. 

LCH/HLH/11 
Enc. 

RECEIVED 

APR2-} 1975 

NATIONAL'! 
REG~TER 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE T?sP^n:;i?SEB____

Iterte Entered m 5 m

Name

Xreusdalft

Cooper, Governor frentice. Bouse

RosseU, Avery, Boxjso

Siokey's Octagcoal Barbershc^

Location

Gallatin 
Susiner County

Shelbyvlllu 
Bedford County

Concord 
Koor caanty

Elves
C&lon County

Also Notified
Hon. Howard H. Baker, Jr.
Hon. Bill JSrooH.
Koa. Joe L. Bvina 
Hoo. John J. Duncan 
Bon, Ed Jones
Regional Director, Southeast Region

State Historic Preser«mtion Officer 
Kr. LawresncQ C. Henry 
Executive Director, Tenaeaaoe 

Historical Coaaission 
.170 2nd Avenue tiorth. Suite 100 
Nashville, Tennessee 572X9

.M»iott/row 6/9/75

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Trousdale Plaoe 

Cooper, Governor Prentice, House 

Ruaael.l, Aver~, Bouse 

l lli.o:<ey•• Dataga>al Barborahop 

Hon. Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
non. Uill Drock 
Hon. JOG L. EvinJJ 
HOD. John .:s. Duncan 
Bon. ~ ,'Tones 

Also Notified 

Regional Director, southeast Region 

l_-.'.'._ MMott/row .6/9/75 

Location 

Gallatin 
SUmner Cowltl' 

Shelbyville . 
Bedford Colmty 

Concord 
Knox County 

Rives 
Obion COunty 

state Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Lam:enco c. Hanry 
Executive Dir«lctor , i'en."'lttlls.M 

Historical COmElission 
.170 2nd Av-.mue North, Suite 100 

Hashville, Tennesaee 37219 



’5;NK Data Sliest DATE!
Reviewer INITIALS!

yDOE 4/29/75NR

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Dickey’s Octagonal BarbeTsliop

OTHER KAFT:S!

location:
STREST& NUMBER <’'A.

SW corner ij^High andCliurch Sts.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTaTY.TOWN

u^Rives
STAn

Tennessee

VICINITY OF Seventh
XOUNTY

Mjbion
code

47 ^ “^ion ’ 131
OWNER OF property: (Circle) '■^^riva^ state local govt municipal county other

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC HIDVffiST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTffiffiST

features: .INJERIOR
_/^l5>stantially intact-1 4f§Sstantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
_ unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _ unknown -6
_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ appli cable-9

EXjaRIOR ENVIRONS

CONDITION- -excellent 
—GOOD
I^IR

ACCESS-

IRIGINALSITE

—Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
—DETERIORATED ZdJiAlTERED

—RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED
—UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed —Unknown
_Unexcavate<i —Excavated

Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access

historic district‘d yes no

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME!

YES

Unknown

NO

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAUDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME:

YES

ADAPTIVE use; Saved ? YES HO

FUNCTION (S); (use vocabulary words)

then-

now- O

significance:

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
-ykBCHEOLOGV-HISTORIC 

y/^GRJBULTURE 
{y ixScHITECTURE '

i.«eoMMeRCE 
^COMMUNICATIONS

Claims

^CONSERVATION

_ECONOMlCS
—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPtORATION

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 
—LAW/Gov't/pOliticS —SCIENCE 
-LITERATURE 
—MILITARY 
—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER {SPECIFY)

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

^entertainment
—health
_recreation
—settlement 
—.socio/cultural
__urban & commun

planning

•first’-’ yEs NO oldest’-’ YES "only’-’ YES NO

• 

Data DATE: l-Z.• ,z,~ -~ 
Reviewer INITIALS l <:,~. 

✓ 
DOE 4/29/75 . NR 

~ NAME As IT APPEARS rn FEDERAL REGISTER: Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop 

OTHER N1'J,'.ES : 

LOCATION: 
STREET & NUMBER N, t,., 
✓ a SW corner ~High and Nunh Church Sts. 

CONGRES:.1UNAL DISTRICT CITY. TOWN 

Seventh !✓.Rives 

::?' Tennessee 47 

VICINITY OF 

......----- ....... :._ 

code 

131 
OWNER OF PROPERTY! (Circle) ~ STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC e~ MIDWEST 

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

FEATURES: J.!JJ:l'ERIOR 
_-"efubstantially intact-1 
_ unknown- 4 

E?k?'RIOR 
~ubstantially intact-2 

unknown.-5 

ENVIRONS 

_ not applicable - 7 = not. applicable - 8 

_ Substantially intact-3 
__ unknown -6 
_ Net appli cable-9 

_Interio:::-, . exte:::-ior, cnvir'.)ns not intacc-0 
_DETERIORATED ~lTERED CONDITION - _EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

~IR 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

-l'nexcavaterl 

-ALTERED 

_ Reconstructed 
_Excavated 

ACCESS- Yes-res~ricted Yes-ur.restricted No access Unknown 

historic district? YES NO -
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES ~ 

IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC L.11..NDMARK? YES NO 
IF YES, NAME: -

~INAlSITE 

_MOVED 

_unkncwn 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES NO Saved? YES NO -
FUNCTION (S): (use "bcabulary words) 

then- ~AA/ C:,d.X..\o.!U1- '$k..or 

now- ~t,\..M u~ 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION __ entertainment 
_CONSERVATION •. _u.w/Gov' t/politics _SCIENCE _health 
_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _recreation 
_EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN -settlement 
_ENGINEERING _MUSIC _sod.o/cultural 
_fXPlORATION _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION _urban & commun 
...JNOUSTR~ _POUTICSI GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPEClfYI planning 
...JNVENTION 

Claims 
u first~ YES NO • "oldest~ YES NO \tonly~ YEs NO 



architectural style;
architeci/m .builder: . engineer:

Iandscap,/garden designer: ^rtisl^tisan;
.nterior deeorator: Q>^

ETHNIC group;

names;
~ lox/W- AA<i Louaw to.. »3oo-iS'o -

vu<>^)Li- u. 5tcUflU - ^tfUe^'c 5o»^-(3)MA£Ut^Dl‘dte^ -(label role
& , ' ------yxMtrc^ 5tcitiappropriate date) ^ 1/W Ih, i

0VGnt«s

institutional

dates; date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century) :'^l^4

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

SOURCE. (OP NOMINATION) PRIVATE (^TA^ LOCAL GOV’T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

• OTHER FEDERAL'AGENCY:

‘ acreage: (to nearest tenth of an acre)

.3 acre (ono .fotmlih aoiwo)
comments; (include architectural information here) Frame, clapboarding; 1 story, octagonal/--- -

with rear
sh((t O mtdjjum. pikhed oc»ag«nal roo(< Corner f^cX.
’^wing, rn^n'Tl—mil phiHi rnnf cjiw interior chimnej^ c»r^isj;L-««4irarie<_P£j*:cJi

IK rtAT ,
%±-'dr5»ii_ad^i>ti0iT>--s«i53aid3a£ w.< simple fenestration centered in each side of

•-tb©-octagor|(^U2e'a*>''sh^dT.^d£liiioi3.p Octagon m^ode. One of only *«l,very few octagonal struc-
/ 0 “

tures remaining in

SIGNIFICANCE.(maximum two sentences)

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! 

architecVm.builde;: 

landscape/garden designer: 
interior decorator: 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES: 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

institutional 

cc..~t---lA.L Mooe 

DATES! DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century),/.~ 

DATE(S) OF "MA.JOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

SOURCE: (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

t OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

ACREAGE: (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

.3 acre • ~G,t;J,& :S:s:rtta &.~0) 

COl\1 MENT S! (include architectural information here) Frame, clapboarding; 1 story , octagonal ;a--
wd.. $ mtdJ..iun. P,1khtd. o~ag,noJ root_, . . . Corner ~ fW.cL. 

with rear wing, ~9d~H ch" raat sogt 1~ interior chimneyA ra 
;,-. :_-r...,,. ~: ... ,·." > ; 

simple fenestrati on centered in each side of 

. ~ octago,v... ,LL_...,,,...r .,,_,.u:.,,o:c:'Cl~~~~P Octagon mode. One of 
• (:) ~ - :. 

in ~Jtate~•,,.._...,tfet $&1ug • .,.a ~,I· I j! 

only "!i1... very few oc tagonal struc-

tures remaining ,w, ◄f' es :o ,p,,, ..... 

SJGNIFICANCE:cmaximum two sente!}ces) 



TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

2941 LEBANON PIKE 

October 7, 2019 

Joy Beasley 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37214 
OFFICE: (615) 532-1550 

E-mail: Claudette.Stager@tn.gov 
(615) 770-1089 

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
National Register Program 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington, DC 20240 

National Register Removal Request 

• Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop, Obion County, Tennessee 

Dear Ms. Beasley: 

0 

Enclosed is the true and correct documentation requesting to remove Dickey's Octagonal 

Barbershop from the National Register of Historic Places. The building was listed in 1975 but has 
since been partially moved and partially demolished. It therefore no longer retains the 
characteristics for which it was listed. We received no comments. 

If you have any questions or if more information is needed, please contact Rebecca Schmitt at 
(615) 770-1086 or Rebecca.Schmitt@tn.gov. 

Sincerely, 

(!Uu0i i:/c_ ~v 
Claudette Stager 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

CS:rs 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action : Removal 

Property Name: Dickey's Octagonal Barbershop 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: TENNESSEE, Obion 

Date Received: 
10/15/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
11/12/2019 11/27/2019 11/29/2019 

Reference number: 1 OT75001772 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 11/27/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary The building was moved without seeking prior permission as per 36 CFR 60.14. During the 
Comments: course of the move, much of the historic fabric was lost. The building is now located in a 

"heritage park," further diminishing what integrity it once might have had. 
... . ...... . 

Recommendation/ IAc~ept Remo~al request 
Criteria 

Reviewer Jim Gabbert 

Telephone (202)354-2275 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

Discipline Historian ------------
Date 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority , the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 




