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The building was then purchased by a private owner and converted 
into office space in the middle I9'f0's. Three large glass display 
windows were added on the l_ake Avenue (eastern) end, and a small 
salesroom was partitioned off on the street fiide. The building 
wab painted white, and a metal stairvay added to give access to 

the north side balcony.

The cufcntation h-is been occupied by a number of tenants since its 
conversion to an office building. It is presently used as a 
professional photography sturiio, and the salesroom area has been 
attractively renodled. It is an interesting ard attractive 
building, very r.uch an asf:et to the community.
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The following ptoteinent of significance was prepared by Charles G. Seins, 
author of Mount Love, the Railway in the Clouds;

"The significance of this building to the history and development of 
Southern California f.nd the Altadena/Fasadena area is lultifaceted. 
Briefly, the cirpue-ents for its inclusion on the National Register
are RE follows:

'.., It is one of the l?<;t and beat preserved edifices of the 
largest and greatest public transportation oysters in the world—the 
Pacific Electric K-iilway Compnny which flourished in Los Angeles 
from 1902 until 1952- As its peak, this sytrten hail 15OQ miles of 
track and operated 2^00 scheduled trains per dc~y. The Pacific 
Electric P-^ilwny and its related land corr.pnny wis probably the 
single nost important factor in the coxnerical and economic 
development of .Southern California in the early decades of the century.

?. It is the last surviving structure connected with the world 
.famous Mount. l,owe Kail way, which at one tine was the iiost popular 
tourist attraction in California. This five-nile long railway 
line beran at the substation cite, transported passengers by 
trolley into the depths of"Ruble Canyon,, then up the spectactular 
3OOO foot incline, and J'/j r.iles further to the Alpine tavern 
in the wooded San Gabriel fountain.-. Three and one half 
million people rode to Mount Lowe in the 4'+ years of the line's 
operation. The Altadena substation was built in 1906 to replace 
the original power generation facilities on Echo Mountain which 
were destroyed in n fire.

3. The architecture of the substation is attractive and worthy
of preservation in its own right. It is the most unique comnerical
building in Altadena.

^. Public interest in the substation's preservation and its conversion 
into a center, of community focus hae been irrunense. Over one thousand 
sic-natures urging preservation have been collected by the Altadena 
Historical Society.

5. Th« site has great potential as a nraseun, as a therae restaurant, 
or as the center of attention in a chopping mall complex."

Four tio !0<300a 
(H C » 10 /4)

I, Ml I US1A US DIP \RIMt M Ol II. 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF
INVENTCRY--NOMINATI,

CONTINUATION SHEtT

The buildinc vis thon p" 
into office tpace in th-
vindowR vere added on tt. 
F.ilesrooir vir. partitiaj • 
wr\6 pninte-d white, nnl . 
the north eidc balcony.

Th« sufcf.tation his borrt 
conversion to rm offiv- * 
profei-tsional photograj-. 
nttractivly rcrcodlcd. 
buildinc, very r-ich sn


