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The bulldxng was then purchased by a private owner and converted
into office space in the midcle 1940's, Three large glass display
windows were added on the Lake Avenue (eaﬁtern) end, and a small
salesroom was partitionad off on the street side. The building
wat painted white, and a rmetal stairway added to give access to
the north side ovalcony.

mhe cubstation has been occupied by a namber of tenants since its
- conversion to an office buildirg. It is presently used as a
) pro,evsmn-ﬂ photograzhy studio, and the salesroom area has been
attractively remedled. It is &n interesting ard asttractive
builiing, very much an assel to the community.
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The followinz =tatement of significance was prepared by Charles G. Seins,
author of Mount Lowe, the Railway in the Clouds;

The building was then pu
into office gpace in the
"Tha sienificance of this building to the history and development of windows were added on tt.
Southern California and the Altadena/Fasadena area is multifaceted.
Ariefly, the arguenents for its inclusion on the National Register:
are sz follows: .

enlesroomr was partitios
was painted white, ani
the north gide balcony.

’ . - ' i ps The suhstation has beern

G., It ic one of the last and best praserved edifices of the chnversioﬂ to on offic-
largest and greatest public transport:ation system in the world--the - : oofe ‘sional photograr.
Tacific Electric Railway Compeny which flourished in Los Angeles Pz e iunly T ed.
PO . - e i : . . - attractively remodled.
from 1902 until 1953, As its peak, this syctem had 1200 miles of builiine, very roich an

track and orerated Zw“O scnﬂuu;ed trains ver day. The Pacific - <

Dlectric Rzilway and its related land company was probably the
sinsle ros*t important factor in the commerical and economic

developrment of Southern California in the early cdecades of the century.

2. It is the last swviving structure connected with the world
famous Mount Lowe Railway, which at one time was the most pooula
tourist atiraction in Califernia. This five-nmile long railway
line beran at the substation site, transported passengers by
trolley into the depths of Rubic Canyon, then up the spectactular
3000 foot incline, and %% miles further to the Alpine tavern
in the wocced S5an Gabriel dountains., Three and one half
million people rode to Mount Lowe in the 4% yesars of the lirn
sweration. The altadena substation was built in 1906 to replace
the original rower generation facilities on Echo Mountain which
were destroyed in a fire.

a's

3. The architecture of the substation is attractive and worthy

. N L . X . . . .
of preservation in its own right. It is the most uniaus commerical
building in Altadena.

iy

Fublic interest in the substation's preservation and its

s conversion
into a center of community focus has been immense. Over one thousand

sirnatures urging preservation have been collected by the Altadena
Historical Society.

2+ The site has great potential as a museun, as a theme restaurant,
or as the center of attention in & chopping mall complex."”
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