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1. Name

hisoric "l -lertert Sadle™ House

andlorcommon The Victorian Intension

2. Location

m. 1024-0018
10/31/84

‘or NPS use only

received SEP 2

e ebed

dreet & number 574 Newport Ave*we- not for publication
city, toon ~ Attleboro JIZ2vicinity of
dae Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
A bullding(s) X private unoccupied commercial paric

structure both worl< In progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object Ay _in process _X- yes: restricted government scientific

t>eing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military JL_ other: Rest Hare
4. Owner of Property
Hans and Jodi  Sei dl

nane
dreet & number N74 Newport Ave
city, town Attleboro lIZAvicinlty o date M assachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

sState

courthouse, registry of deeds, eic. Registry of Deeds, Bristol County Superior Court
street & number Cnnrt .Strppt
city, town Taunton

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the

tite QaTTTionwedth, # 276 has this property been determined eligible? yes no
dae 1982 federal state county local
depodtory for survey records  Massachusetts Historical Ccmrdssion

Gity, toan  Boston state NBssachusetts



. DeSCI’IptIOI’l Attlehoro. Herbert A Sadler House

Condition Checic one Checii one

— excellent Oeteriorated X unatered X origina site
ood ruins . altered noved date M
ar unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

The Sadler House, a Colonial Revival style structure, is situated inthe center of an al nost
square lot, with a broad ej")anse of lawn fronting on Newport Avenue. An unpaved driveway
runs under a porte cochere on the west side of the house to a one-and-a-half story brick
and fraine garage (now converted into a residence) in the southwest comer of the property.
The two-and-a-half story frane house i s three bays wide and two bays deep with a raised
basenment and a M roof with deep eaves. The basenent walls are concrete blocks cast to
siml ate rock-faced ashlar ; the roof is covered with square red asbestos tiles laid in a

di anond pattern.

The main (north) facade has a proninent centiral bay ccrrposed of a colossal portico with
paired lonic colums sijpportingan elliptical pediment. The portico projects frcma
shal | ow pavilion framed by fluted lonic pilasters. The first story of the pavilion, the
vestibule, has a panelled friezewith applied plaster urns and stained glass w ndows
framed by pilasters. O the second story, a central doorway with a carved svnburst tran-
som and sidelights forms a palladian motif. Above the portico is a large central dormer
with tripartite, 1/1 double hung sash windows. The dorner's gable roof projects as a
pedi ment supported by two pairs of lonic colums. Wthin the pedinent is a decorative
plaster shell flanked by rosettes. The dormers on the east and west sides are treated
simlarly, although their applied omament has deteriorated. The southemdormer is
plain and has a hip roof. Geonetric iron cresting on the roof ridge contrasts inits
lightness with the intemal chimmey on the west slope, bioilt of sinulated ashlar bl ocks
and termnating in battlenents.

The side bays on the main facade have single, 1/1 double hung sash wi ndows on the first
story and single doorways with sidelightson the second story. 1/1 double hung sash
wi ndows are used on the other three elevations as well. The hoiise has a plain dentil-
| ated com ce with a bead nmol ding, suiported by fluted lonic pilasters at the four cor-
ners of the house. This type of com ce is used on the portico, dornmers and piazza as
wel | .

The bilateral syimetry of the house is offset sonewhat by the broad expanse of the two-
tiered piazza which extends frcmthe porte cochere on the west across the main facade and
ends i n a sani-octagonal bay on the east facade. The upper tier of the piazza i s supported
by fluted lonic columms used in pair and separately. The balust:rade on the [ower tier and
on the upper tier under the portico has nolded railingsand colonnettes. O the rest of

the upper tier the balusters are squared and the posts supporting the balustrade are topped
by ums with finials. Altemating with the sections of balustrade are narrow panels con-
taining sawn intersecting sem-ellipses. The upper tier projects slightly under the por-
tico, supported by a single pair of colums. Surnmounting these colums is a wide frieze

wi th decorative garlands.

The interior of the house is laid out along a central hall with a three-quarter turn
stairway. h the east side of the hall is a double parlor divided by a screen of Corinthian

colums. A like screen frames the hallway as well. O the west side is the dining rocm
which has a built-in duribwaiter (no longer in operation) with flanking china closets.
In the westemwall is an elaborate windowwith tw double hung sash wi ndows framng a

panel | ed square, al | svirnounted by a sani-elliptical stained glass tiranscm [ftilike the
hal | way and the double parlor, which have painted white woodwork and trim the dining
roan has dark brown trimwith a sinulated wood grain. The sane dark color is also used in
the den at the end of the central hall. This roan has a large omanmental firplacewith
green tiles, a columed wooden mantel and a large mrror over the mantel ; i talso con-
tains a stained glass windowin the southemwall and a pressed nmetal ceiling.

(Cont.)
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n the east side of the denis the forner sew ng roan, nowa bathroon. Qnthe west side
Is the serving roan, which has a separate outside entrance onthe southwest comer of the
| Touse. I

The hall andthe main roans onthe first sotry have elaborate trim The hall has a cove

mol ding and, belowthat, a comce with egg anddart enricl-ment as wel| as a neander. The
doorways arefranmed by flutedpilasters and have broad friezes with applied garlands. This
trimis repeated inside the roans andin the second story hall also. There are hardwood
parquet floors and several original electricchandeliers, including onein the dining roan
and another in the parlor. The stairway has turned spiral balusters and carved side panels;
its small landing features a panelled bench and a cast iron columar |anp on the newel post.

The second andthird stories arealso laid out along acentral hall. Qnthe second are

two bedroons on either side and a bathroomat the south end.  This bathroan has beenen-
larged. The third floor has tworoans ona side and one at either end.  The basement con-
tains the kitchen, living quarters for the cook, and cellars for the fumace and for storage.
The basenent has a ground |evel entrance in the rear andis reached fron the first story

by astairway fran the [ower landing of the main stairs.

There have been a nunber of alterations t othe Sadler House, primarily nade t oadapt i t
for useas arest hane andt ocorply with fire regulations. The open well of the stairway
has been closed of f between the first and second stories. Simlarly, the screen between
the double parlors has been filled intocreate afull partitionwith acentral doorway.
These newpartitions have partially obscured the original appearance, but they have not
physically altered the historicfabric. There has been one addition, asingle story ex-
pansi on of the second story bathroan, built over the den. Mbst of the doors onthe first
and second stories have been replaced with wooden fire doors. Qnthe exterior, the orig-
inal weatherboard sheat hing has been covered with al umnumsiding that preserves the 3"
exposed wi dth of the original boards. Thewhite frane fire excape onthe eastem end of
the piazza i s a nodem addition.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, reI_|g| on
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law SCI ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . SCU] pture
1600-1699 . architecture education military . sociall
1700-1799 art engineering music hunani tari an
1800-1899 . commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater .

N1900- . communications industry politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1906 Bui l der/Architect Sarmuel Ful |l er

St at enent of Si gni fi cance (i n one paragraph) ° ~

The Herbert A Sadler house i safine exaitple of Colonial Revival style architecture and

is one of thenost proninent residences i nthevillage of South Attleboro. The Inwoad
a-half story frame housewith itsgiant portico was built i n1906 by Sanuel Fuller of

Pawt ucket, Rhode Island, for Herbert Sadler, thesenior partner of Sadler Brothers, one of
the oldest and |argest industries i nSouth Attleboro. The building has historical signifi-
cance at thelocal level for both thelandmark qualitiesof itsarchitecture andas a non-
unment t o theprosperity of the South Attleboro jewelry industry at thet umof thecentury.
The house retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting andlocation; i t
meets criteria Aand Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.

Herbert Austin Sadler, theeldest sonof George W and Melissa Sadl er, was bomon Noven-
ber 11, 1860, i n Mansfield, Massachusetts. | n1863, George Sadler noved with his famly
to thevillage of South Attleboro, where heestablished a small shop on Newport Avenue f or
the production of jewelry, with Daniel Stanley, then with his brother, Albert Sadler, and
finally as thesole proprieter of George W Sadl er and Cat pany, proved t o bea successful
pioneer inthejewelry business. 1 n 1883, he was one of t heleading manufacturers i n
South Attleboro, orploying fifteen hands i ntheproduction of gold-plated bracelets.

Uoon his father's death i n1884, Herbert Sadl er assuned control of theenterprise,- he
was shortly joined in partnership by his brother, Charles. The third brother, Thonas,
who had been apprenticed londer Herbert i nthefamly business, replaced Charles after

the latter's death i n1889, and renained fferbert'spartner for over tliirty years. I n
1926 Thonas becane t hefull owner of Sadler Brothers, Inc., after buying Herber¥s inter-
est i nthefirm

In theforty-two years that Herbert Sadler directed Sadler Brothers, their production
shifted fron gold-plated jewdry tometal andcelluloid novelties for thejewelry, mil-
linery anddress trades. The firm s success i nthese |ines enabled an expansion of the
plant i nthe 1890's; i n1915 anentirely newfactory was bioilt. The construction of the
Herbert Sadl er house across thestreet fron thefactory was another indication of Sadler's
prosperity. The hoiase, which remains one of t henost proninent pieces of architecture

in South Attleboro, served as aninpressive as well asconvenient place for receiving and
entertaining thefirmsclientele.

Herbert Sadler retired fron thefamly business i n1926 and continued toreside i n the
house on Newport Avenue until his death i n1931. Hi sw dow and then his daughter |ived
there until 1953, when t he house was sold and converted into anursing hare. |tis pre-
sently maintained as aprivate rest hone. Sadler Brothers, Inc. i sstill in operation and
is theoldest famly business carrying oni nitsoriginal [ocationi nthetow of South
Attleboro.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hurd, DO EJanmlton, ed. History of Bristol County, Massachusetts. (Phila., J. W Lewis &

M., 1883) p.565.
Stone, Orra. History of Massachusetts Industries. (Boston, S J. Clarke Pub. ., 1930)

vol. 4, pp. 18-19 (cont'd) (See attached sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1 acre
Quadrangle name Attleboro, Ma. Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification r*he historic bomdaries of the Herbert Sadler
house are coterminus with the legal boundaries of Lot 26A, as shown on the City of
Attleboro assessor's Plat 65, 1981'(see attached map). The Sadler houselot (cont'd)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with
nanefitte Pilchard E. Greenwood, Historic Preservation Consultant

organization Massachusetts Historical Cormission dae June 30, 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston dae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state [o<n

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offider for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signhature

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conmission
For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register |

Entered I nthe date /d/ A~/ f!

_ _ Hati onal Rugl steg
X of the National Regist

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Item 9 (cont'd)

Staff of the Fall River News and Taunton Gazette. A Descriptive and Biographical
Record of Bristol County, Massachusetts. (Boston History (., Publishers, 1899) pp.
159, 182, 193.

Article onthe Sadler House i nthe Attleboro Sun, 8/21/1953, i nthe Historic Houses
Vertical File, Attleboro Public Library.

Personal Comtunications fron Thonas Sadler, Ms. Beulah Clark and M. Kenneth MNeill,
My, June and July, 1981.

[t&n 10 (cont'd)

Originally included Lot 26 aswell as 26A Wen the Seidls purchased the property
and converted the garage into a residence, the onel ot was divided into tw. The
garage haslost nuch of i ts historical integrity andthere are noother featuresof
historical significanceonthe remainder of Lot 26. Wth the exception of a fence
around the former garage, there i s noapparent division between the two |ots.
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574 NEWPORT AVENUE
SOUTH ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 02703
TELEPHONE (617) 761-5115

August b, 1982

Patricia L. Weslowski,

Executive Director o
Massachusettes Hi stortk® Comm ssion
29" Washi ngton Stfeet

Bost on, Mass. 02108

REr Herbert A Sadl er House
Attl eboro

Dear M. sl owski :

V¢, the owners of theVictorian Mansion, are pleased
to be informed that the Herbert A Sadler House i s
being considered by the Seate Review Board for nom
inatron to the National Register of Historical Places.

W& concur inlisting i naccord with the National
Historic Preservation Act Anendnents of 1980 and
Federal regulations 36 GR Part 60. W certainly
do support the nomnation of this property to the
National Register.,

Pl ease send us a copy of the nom nation. Thank you.
Sincerely yours.

Hans & Joni Sei dl



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
mini m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
Septanber 14, 1982

Ns. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

Vidshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you wi [| find the follow ng nomnation forns:

Attleboro: "-Merbert A Sadler House (local)
Bost on: 10 Liberty Square Building (local)
Bost on: Wggl esworth Buil di ngf (local)

Fal mout h: VWod' s Hol e School (1ocal)

M| ford: G llon Block (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State ReviewBoard and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qnners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded theopportunitytocomment. CGnments received todate
are attached t othenomnation forns.

Sincerely,

CGandace

Regi str; ‘Director

Messachl g Histori cal Commi ssion
CJ/ sac

encl osure



