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1. Name___________________
historic Ecker Hill Ski Jump____________ _________________

and or common____________________________________ __

2. Location

For NFS use only 

received MAY I I986
date entered

JUN 4I986

street & number Off Interstate 80 not for publication

city, town JL vicinity of Snyderville

state Utah code 049 county Summit code 043

3. Classification
Category

district
building(s)

_X_ structure 
site

   object N/A

Ownership
public

X private
both

Public Acquisition
in process
being considered

Status
occupied

_X _ unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X. yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial

__ military

museum
park
private residence
religious

__ scientific 
transportation

X other-vacant ; unused

4. Owner of Property

name Gorgoza Pines Ranch, Inc.

street & number #10 Pinebrook Road

city, town Park City vicinity of state Utah

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Summit County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Coalville state Utah

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title None has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

date federal state county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Check one
_X_ original site

X altered __ moved date

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance
Twe Ecker Hill Ski Jump consists of an approximately 300 foot hillside that 
was first groomed for jumping in 1928, a dilapidated wooden takeoff ramp, 
extremely deteriorated remnants of a judging or observation stand and of a 
wooden stairway that ascends the hill, a frame shed at the base of the hill 
(c. 1950?), and a small wooden judging stand that was probably built in the 
1950s or later. Despite the deteriorated condition of those structures, the 
site retains its integrity because its principal feature, the hill itself, is 
still discernible as a ski jumping site.

The hill faces north-northwest and consists of three main segments: the 
300-500 foot runway or approach at the top, the 300 foot hill, and a coasting 
apron of approximately 200 feet at the bottom (dimensions are in linear 
feet). The bottom of the hill is at an elevation of, approximately 6460 feet 
and the top is at about the 6830 foot Ibyel. The most visually distinctive 
feature of the hill is, the takeoff located,at the juncture of the approach and 
the jumping hill wheref the si ope" steepens,. It (Consists oi an artificially 
formed earthen mound capped with a wooden takeoff ramp. Historically there 
were two ramps on the hill, a large "professional" ramp and a smaller 
"amateur 1^ ramp. The existing ramp more closely resembles the smaller of the 
two, though it is probably not the original since the ramps were moved and 
modified repeatedly during the years of operation.

Also visible on the hill are the areas adjacent to the takeoff where dirt was 
removed for use in building up the takeoff and slope. Modifications and 
improvements were made on the hill throughout its three decades of operation. 
The last major grooming of the hill probably took place in 1946 in preparation 
for the National Championships held there in 1949. The hill has not been used 
as a ski jump for almost twenty-five years. The current owners of Ecker Hill 
recognize its historical significance and are interested in maintaining and 
preserving the site.

Although the takeoff ramp, judging stands, stairway and shed-are part of the 
Ecker Hill Ski Jump Site, they are neither of sufficient size nor individual 
importance to warrant designation as separate structures on the site. 
Therefore the hill with its accompanying minor structures is considered as a 
single historic structure.

Total number of contributing.structures: 1 ^, , 
Total number of non-contributing structures: 0



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699

__ 1700-1799 
1800-1899

_JL 1900-

Areas of Significance   Check
. archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

. architecture
. _ art 

commerce ~ -
communications ... ....

and justify below
community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention

. . landscape architecture..
... .. law

. literature
military

__ music 
. philosophy

politics/government

_ religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation

X other (specify)
recreation

Specific dates 1928-1949 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Developed in 1928, the Ecker Hill Ski Jump is exceptionally significant as one 
of the premier ski jumping hills in the United States during the 1930s and 
'40s and as the first highly successful ski facility in Utah. National meets 
were held at Ecker Hill regularly during that period, and several world 
records were established at the hill. It was one of the handful! of 
world-class ski jumps in the U.S. at that time. After hosting the national 
championships in 1949, Ecker Hill quickly declined in stature as longer, more 
carefully designed hills were constructed both in the U.S. and in Europe and 
as -downhill .skiing began'to attract the majority of ski, enthusiasts,, Ecker 
Hill continued in ever decreasing use until closing down completely around 
1960. Though neither the first nor the only ski jumping hill in Utah, Ecker 
Hill was certainly the most celebrated and professional facility in the 
state. Its national and international prominence established Utah as a viable 
skiing center in the West, and as the first widely known ski facility in Utah 
it helped launch what has become one of the state's principal industries, 
skiing.

The first ski jumping exhibition in Utah was held in 1916 by,a group of 
amateur skiers belonging to the Norwegian Young Folks Society, the young 
people in this club were primarily children or grandchildren of Norwegian 
immigrants, many of whom came to Utah as converts to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon or LDS church). Skiing was a popular 
recreational activity among the Norwegians, and in Utah they found suitable 
conditions for continuing the sport. Their first ski jumping hills were 
located on the foothills near Salt Lake City, yet because of unreliable snow 
depths at those elevations other sites higher in the mountains were sought. 
In 1927 the Norwegian-American Athletic Club (NAAC), which included the 
Norwegian Young Folks Society, was formed in Salt Lake City with the intent of 
promoting cross-country and ski jumping. Officers of the club were Axel 
Andresen, Peter Ecker, and Marthinius "Mark" Strand. An offshoot of that 
group, the Utah Ski Club, was formed soon after with many of the same officers,

One of the organization's first items of business was to investigate the 
possibility of establishing a jumping facility at Rasmussen's Ranch near 
Parley's Summit. The Rasmussens, who were Norwegians and skiers themselves, 
helped construct the jump which was completed by Christmas Day 1928J The 
first tournament was held at the hill on Washington's Birthday weekend in 
1929, and the hill proved to be a very suitable facility. Other events at the 
hill followed as ski jumping grew in popularity throughout the state. In 1930 
the jump at Rasmussen's Ranch was officially named Ecker Hill by Utah Governor 
George Dern in honor of Peter Ecker, acting president of the Utah Ski Club. 2

Ecker Hill overshadowed the other major ski jumping hill established in Utah 
at that time, Becker Hill in Ogden Canyon. Named after Gus Becker, owner of a



9. Major Bibliographical References_______
Kelner, Alexis. Skiing in Utah. Salt Lake City: published by the author, 1980 
Salt Lake Tribune, 1928-1950. 
The Utah Magazine, 1930-1947.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 7.32
Quadrangle name Park City Wp,«t- 3 Utah 

UTM References

Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at a point S 89 45*36" ¥ 2005.02 feet 
along Sec line and N 266.04 feet from NE corner of Section 14 T1S R3E, thence N 15°24'38" 
W 1058.47 feet to the S right-of-way line of Pinebrook Road, thence along said road N 63° 
30' E 304.49 feet, S 15°33 f 38" E 1065.33 feet, S 64°51 f 31" W 305.99 feet to beginning.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county N/A code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Roger Roper/Historian

Utah State Historical Society date April 1986

street & number 300 Rio Grande telephone (801) 533-6017

city or town Salt Lake City state Utah

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national _X. state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the/Natipnal PadrServlce.

title A « Kent Powell, Deputy State HiatoricPreservation Officer date April 25, 1986

it Register
For WPS use only

I hereby certify that this pro-party is included

C J^S date

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest:

0r

date
Chief of Registration
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local brewery and chairman of the Winter Sports Committee in Ogden, Becker 
Hill debuted in February 1930 as host of Ogden's much celebrated "First Annual 
National Ski Jumping Tournament." After 1933, however, Becker Hill was no 
longer used for large scale competitions. Possible reasons for its demise 
include its less favorable orientation toward the sun, the economic effects of 
the Depression, the competition from other "snow festival" sites in the West, 
and, in the words of ski jumper Alf Engen, "Perhaps it wasn't as good as 
Ecker."3 A number of smaller jumps geared toward amateurs and juniors were 
also built a various locations throughout the state during the 1930s and 
'40s. None of those, however, received the notoriety achieved by Ecker Hill.

Ecker Hill's national and international reputation grew during the 1930s and 
'40s as a records were set and major competitions were staged at the hill. 
Large crowds of up to 9000 people gathered regularly to observe the 
competitions at Ecker Hill, and the accomplishments of the skiers received 
broad coverage in the media. The hill was among the handful! of world class 
ski jumps in the U.S. at that time. Others included Snoqualmie Pass, 
Washington, Iron Mountain, Michigan, Lake Placid, New York, Big Piney, 
California, and Sun Valley, Idaho. During the early years at Ecker Hill most 
of the headlines were garnered by skiers from the Professional Ski Jumpers of 
America, a fifteen-member group that competed for prize money at various 
locations throughout the country. Many records set by that group were 
unofficial since their meets were usually not staged by official sponsoring 
organizations such as those that sanctioned the amateur events. Most of those 
professional skiers regained amateur status in time for the 1936 Olympics and 
thereafter competed for official records.

Alf Engen is perhaps the best known of those early professional jumpers. He 
jumped world record distances several times during the 1930s, and each year 
from 1931 to 1935 he was named National Professional Jumping Champion. His 
top mark at Ecker Hill was a 281-foot record setting jump in 1934. Other 
world class skiers who jumped at Ecker Hill included two-time Olympic champion 
from Norway Sigmund Ruud, Sig Ulland, Gordon Wren, Sverre Engen, Art Devlin, 
1948 Olympic champion Peter Hugsted, and others.

Some of the major events held at Ecker Hill include the 1932 and 1933 Western 
Amateur Championships, the 1932 National Championships for professionals, the 
1936 U.S. Olympic Team Trials, the 1937 National American Ski Championships, 
the 1939 Combined Federation Internationale de Ski (F.I.S) tryouts, the 1947 
Utah Centennial Ski Jumping Championships, and the 1949 National Jumping 
Competi ti ons.

After the 1949 National Championships, use of Ecker Hill for ski jumping 
competitions declined rapidly. Longer, better designed hills were being 
constructed in both the U.S. and Europe, replacing smaller hills such as 
Ecker. By the late 1940s skiers were already coming close to landing on the 
flat at Ecker Hill with jumps of almost 300 feet. Improved ski jumping 
equipment and techniques rendered the hill obsolete for world class events 
during the 1950s.
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The decline in the popularity of ski jumping as a spectator sport also 
contributed to Ecker Hill's demise. Ski enthusiasts who had previously been 
content to simply watch ski jumping were now more interested in the 
participatory sport of downhill skiing. Local resorts such as Brighton, Alta, 
and Park City began their rapid growth during the 1950s and '60s. Ecker Hill 
was last used around 1960.

The success of Ecker Hill marked the first major stride toward national 
recognition of Utah's skiing resources and pointed the way toward the 
emergence of skiing as a major industry in the state. "Mark" Strand, a Utan 
Ski Association official and later First Vice President of the National Ski 
Association, had the vision of the potential role of skiing in the state as 
early as the 1930s: "Oh, if the people could see it as I do, that here within 
our grasp lies Utah's hope for future recognition as the nation's most 
outstanding center for winter sports. Salt Lake City could become a byword in 
the world, and a source of wealth yet untouched." 4 The success of Utah's 
ski industry over the past two or three decades is testimony to the accuracy 
of Strand's vision. Though not necessarily "the most outstanding center for 
winter sports" in the U.S., Utah has become well known for its skiing. The 
ski industry currently accounts for approximately 30 percent of the 1.3 
billion dollars spent annually by tourists in Utah. 5

1 Alexis Kelner, Skiing in Utah, p. 50. 

2Sa1t Lake Tribune, March 3, 1930, p. 12. 

3Quoted in Kelner, Skiing in Utah, p. 59. 

4The Utah, February 1937. 

51984 Utah Travel Council figures.



Eeker Hill Ski Jump 
Summit County, Utah

1. Takeoff Ramp
2. Judging Stand (small)
3. Judging or Observation Stand
4. Shed


