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1. Name of Property
historic name MARINERS' HOUSE

Other names/site number

2.Location

street & number 11 North Square not for publication
city or town Boston (North End) vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025 zip code 02113

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Denomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
*meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

» nationally « statewide B™ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property * meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
l, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
 See continuation sheet.
* determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
* other (explain):



Mariners' House
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Checl< as many boxes as apply) (Checl* only one box)
X private _xbuilding(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC/hotel (boardinghouse)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

MID 19" CENTURY/Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
_structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC/hotel (boardinghouse)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation granite

walls brick

roof asphalt shingle

other brownstone trim

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRI PTI ON

The four-and-one-half-gtory, red brick building a 11 North Square dts itninediately at the Sdewalk facing
esdt on the west Sde of the square. In the middle of an attached row of buildings, itisirregular in plan and
dightly raised on abrick and granite foundation. Built in 1847 and desgned in the Greek Reviva style, the
Mariners House conggts of the main block, which dts a the street, isirregular in plan and retainsits
original height, attached to afour story ell that projects a an angle from the northwest comer of the main
block. The el gopears to have bean original to the building, but it was initially three gories in height. The
fourth story was added to the ell between 1885 and 1895.

The granitetrabeated entrance and oversized window openings at the first sory have no ornament. At the
upper gories, the window openings are trimmed with browngtone sills and lintels and the brick wallsriseto
aflushtall brick frieze topped by asmplebrick cornice. Thefive-baybuilding hes ashdlow-pitched sde
gable roof, which is pierced by five pedimented dormers onthe eest dope. At the ridge, an octagond cupola
risss a the center of the building. Unlike the smple eaves a the main block, the eaves of the cupolaae
enlivened with numerous brackets. Theroof is sheathed with agphdt shingle on the east dope and rall
roofing on the west dope. Windows are double-hung wood sseh with six-over-six lights. Thewindows at
the upper stories were replaced in 1940 replicating the original number of lights. The segh a the third,
fourth, and fifth stories were replaced again in 1998, retaining the correct number of lights.

The granitetrabeated main entrance is surmounted by aplain granite pediment and trimmed &t the interior of
the opening with afluted surround and bull's eye comerblocks. Sat within apanded recess, three granite

depslead upto apair of wood raised pand doors. One of the pandsisglazed in one door. A fanlight with
bold tracery lightsthe vedtibulewithin. On either Sde of the entry, the granite posts are painted with a Sgn
that ssysMariner'sNo. 11 House The entry isflankedby two large multi-light tripart windows with glazed
transoms and awood pand skirt set in awooden frame. Each window is st within aplain granite trabeated

opening.

All double hung saeh, four of the five dormer windows contain one-over-one lights while the center window
retains earlier sssh with six-over-six lights. Wood saeh a the fourth story and attic were replaced in 1972.
Thewindow saeh in the cupola have six-over-six lights and below the windows, the cupolaisclad inmetd.
Original window sash are still located in the office a the rear of the main block and in one window in the
dining room, onthe first floor. Other fegtures on the facade include aflag pole flying an American flag
centered over

the main entrance and a painted anchor projecting from the facade a the second story between the third and
fourth bays.

Also built of red brick, the rear ell and the reer elevation of the main block are trimmed with agranite water

table and brownstone lintels and sills. Windows are six-over-six double hung wood saeh. At the north bay

adjacent to the ell on the rear of the main block, the window saeh are eight-over-eight lights. Three
(continued)
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pedimented dormers are visible on the west dope of the main roof Theroof of theell is flat. Between the
third and fourth stories of the ell, the brick projects dightly from the plane of the facade, indicating thetop
of the original three-story ell. A wood porch with sepsleading down to arear yard has been atached tothe
rear of the mainblock. A largeiron fire esxcgpeis atached to the south elevation of the ell.

Asyou enter the building from North Squere, the entrance vestibule isfini shedwith raised wood pands
leading to asscond st of doublewood pand doors topped by atransom with tracery. The vestibulefloor is
ceramictile. Thecentral corridor leads to the rear of the mainblock. On either Sde there are largewood
pand doors st insmple panded surrounds topped by a shalow, panded pediment. At the end of the hall
on the south Side, a similar surround frames an opening filled with agrill which opensinto the office
beyond. Two gepslead down to the floor level in the officein the south west comer.

The reading room and smoking room on either Sde of the corridor &t the front of the building are entered
from adoor on ether sde of the corridor. The Reading Room on the south sde of the corridor hes avinyl
or rubber tile floor, apressad metd ceiling, the walls are flush vertical boards and awood cupboard and
book case has been built dong the west wall of the room. Similar in fInish, the smoking room on the north
dde of the corridor has abench built in the northwest comer of the room, flush horizontal wainscoting and a
pressed metd ceiling.

Themain corridor isL-shaped in plan, turning north a the west end of the building. At the north end of the
corridor, an open curved gair with windersingaled in 1971 replaces an earlier Sair a the samelocation.

A door in the west wall a the north west comer leeds to the rear ell which isatached a an angle to the north
west comer of the building. The dining room and kitchen occupy the first floor of the ell. Originally, most
of this goace sarved as adining room. Evidence of this remains in the pressad tin ceiling with comice,
which continues unbroken through the gpace. The partition wall was probably added in 1934 when the
kitchen was moved from the basement to the first floor. At the eest end, the dining room wall is curved and
thetwo doors a thisend of the room are d 0 curved to follow the curve of thewall. The panded,
pedimented door and window surrounds match thasein the main corridor in finish and scde. A suspended
ceiling has been ingtalled in the dining room but the pressed meta ceiling isstill visible in the kitchen,

which islocated at the west end of the ell.

The gair in the north west comer of the main block leedsfi-omthe first to the top floor. Below thisagtair
a0 leads down to the basement. Acrassthe front of the building at the sscond floor isalarge room thet
was opened up early in the twentieth century to serve as the chapd. 1t was dso usad as apublic meeting and
entertainment goace The windows across the south wall of the room are st in panded, solayed recesses
framed by apanded surround. Although shutter pockets are visible, no shutters remain. Louvered shutters
do gppeear in early twentieth century photographs of the goace. Some of the lower wood pands have bean
replaced or covered with plywood. Six columns near the center of the room support two ceiling beams that

(continued)
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run eest-west. The room is otherwise trimmed with a smple comice a the ceiling and afl ushhorizontal
wainscot below achair rail. At the south end of the room there isawood sagewith one gep a the front and
panded ddes. Enlarged ca. 1905, the chapd has changed little Snce that time. Clerestory windowsin the
wes wall, which let light into the adjacent minister'soffice, have been flUed in. The large entry into this
goace has d 50 been blocked down to accept a pair of flushwood venesr doors. The entry previoudy
condggted of apair of the large Greek Reviva doors similar to thosefound dsawhere in the building. The
doors were surmounted by amulti-light operable transom, which is now infilled with sheetrock.

The minigter's officelocated in the southwest comer of the second floor isaccessble by adoor in the west

wall of the chapd and by adoor directly fromthe corridor. In the office, above the sugpended ceiling, there
isaremnant of abroad, flat comice molding which gopears to bethe original.

At the sscond floor & the northwest comer, adoor leedsinto along corridor that runs along the north wall of
the ell. Resdent rooms and offices are entered from the west Sde of the corridor. At the west end of the ell,
an endosad half-tum gair with windersruns from the basament to the fourth floor. At the corridor entries,
aurrounds condgt of atall, plain wood door and transom surround, athough the transoms have all been
filled. All corridor doors have bean replaced. Insdethe rooms, there isno molded trim. Thethird floor is
similar to the sacond exoept that boarding rooms are located in the main block aswell. All rooms have
plagter walls and no significant trim. Entries a the sscond and third floor typically hed transoms and a the
fourth and fifth floor, they hed narrow vents above the door. The stair continues up to the fifth floor in the
northwest comer of the main block. The gair to the cupolais asesgp wood dair located aong the south
wall of the corridor in the main block.

Although the use of the building hes changed little since it was congmcted, some changes to the building
were executed since the nineteenth century. Measured drawings completed in 1937 for the Society by G.K.
Downer, Architect, indicatethat little has changed snce that time. Downer'sdrawingsand building permits
indicate that changes had been made to the building in 1934 and 1936. The datesof other aterations can be
edimated fi-om photographs.  Originally, two storefronts with recessed splayed entries had been located on
either dde of the central main entrance. The Seamean's Reading Room was located north of the entry and the
Store for the Seamen was located in the south storefront. Stepsled up from the sreet level to the raised first
floor. By 1899, as indicated in a sketch in the Mariners Advocate of that yeer, the south storefront had been
filled with awindow flush with the facade that issimilar to the existing. The glazing consgted of a large
multi-light tripart window that was rimmed around the perimeter by small panes of glass, typical of aQuean
Anne saeh. Double entry doorsto the building and to the north storefront had been brought forward to the
plane of the facade by that date as well. The north storefront had been replaced by asimilar, but dightly
different window by 1923. The present oversized multi-light windows with insulating glassare relatively
recent. There have been other minor changes to the building. Theroof sheething on the main block in 1937

(continued)
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had been date. Theroof on the front of the building was replaced in 1979. The original three-story ell dso
had adate roof Two brick south wall chimneys are visible in photographs of the building and gppeer in the
1937 drawings. Both chimneys have been removed. A singlebrick chimney in the north wall isstill extant.
Unlike the rest of the building, the reer dormers contained casement saehin 1937.

At the second floor, there hed been asmall chapd and the manager'soffice a the front of the main building.
It s/ams that walls have been removed and columns inserted to creste one large room acrass the building for
ue as achapd ca 1905. According tothe 1937 drawings, the second floor of the ell contained the
Superintendent's Quarters, conssting of aliving room, bedroom, dressing room, dining room and aroom for
dorage behind the west dair.

Work conducted in 1971 gppears to have included replacement of the main gair, filling all of the transoms
with sheet rock, covering the corridor and stairwell wallswith sheetrock and replacing the doors into the
corridors. Fortunately, the original doorswere retained a the first floor.

Hag poles have gopeared inimages of the building atop the cupola, a the central window on the 4th story
and in the present location a the second story.  In the padt, the building dso has had painted wood sgns
across the facade above the main entrance, ebove the storefronts and above the second story windows. The
anchor first gppeared initsexisting location in a photograph in the 1923 Annua Report.

Endosed by awall to the south and by surrounding buildings, the rear yard is paved with brick at the center
and rimmed by plantings dong the wall. The date of the landscaping is unknown, but the paving gppeers to
be of modem vintage. In the south eest comer, there is a single heedsonewith the following inscription:

A FAMILY TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE YOUNGEST SON. HENRY K.W. SLACK BORN IN
BOSTON, FEB. 27, 1828. DIED AT SEA, MAY 22, 1849. BY FALLING FROM ALOFT WHILE ON A
VOYAGE TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. "The S=a shdl giveup her Deed.”

Sat into a piece of granite, the memorid marker was moved from the Seamen's Bethel, when that building
was s0ld to the Roman Catholic Churchin 1884.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
MARITIME HISTORY

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1847-1949

Significant Dates
N/a

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B Is marl<ed above)

Taylor, Edward Thompson ("Father Taylor")

Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
Urkoan

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1847 as atemperance boardinghouse for seamen. Mariners House possessesintegrity of location,
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It issignificant as one of the oldest continuoudy
operating sailors boardinghouses in the United States. In addition, itisstill owned and operated by its
founding organization, the Boston Port and Seamen'sAid Society. Architecturally, Mariners House isa fine
example of the vernacular Greek Reviva-style ingtitutiona buildings condructed for sailors

boardinghouses in mid-nineteenth century Boston. Located on one of the mogt historic sreetsin the North
End, the building gandsafew doors north of the Mases Pierce-Hichbom House (29 North Square) and the
Paul Revere House (19 North Square), which isthe oldest surviving frame housein downtown Boston.

Mariners House is significant for its association with Boston's maritimehistory and for itsimportancein
the socid development of the North End. It isaso significant for itsassociation with Edward Thompson
Taylor, the charismatic "Sailor Preacher," who links the house to the greast missionary movemen of the
nineteenth century. Mariners House meatsCriteria A, B, and Cfor listing in the National Register of
Historic Flacesand is significant on the local level.

Mariners House was built by the Managers of the Port Society of the City of Bogton and itsvicinity and
managed by the Seamen'sAid Society - two organizations that merged in 1867 to become the Boston Port
and Seamen'sAid Society. The idea of creating a ssamen'sboardinghouse, however, is credited to Father
Edward Thompson Taylor, minister a the Seamen's Bethel, which was located & 12 North Squere opposite
Mariners House a the comer of Sun Court and Moon Street. (The dtered building is now Sacred Heart
[talian Church.)

The Boston Port and Seamen'sAid Society originated in 1828 when membersof the Methodist Episcopa
Church formed The Port Society of the City of Boston and itsvicinity. The Society's mission was to provide
for "the mora and religiousinstruction of seamen,” and itsfirst act was to establish a non-sectarian
Seamen's Bethel, which was initially housad inavecant Methodist chgpe in Boston's North End. Because
of Father Taylor's popularity, it soon became dear to the Port Society that alarger goecewas essentid.
Fundswere raised, and by 1833, Father Taylor was in the pulpit of hisnew Bethd & 12 North Square. (The
pulpit now sandsin the Mariners House Chapd.)

To the founders of the Port Society, as expressed in the organization's by-laws, a singularly important
feature was the non-sectarian character of its misson. According to Petrick M. Leehey, author of an
unpublished history of the Mariners House prepared for the Boston Port and Seamen'sAid Society in 1995:
" anonsectarian outlook was crucialy important in dedling with sailors, as any over-emphasis on doctrine
or, even worse, doctrinal squabbling, would be certain to driveaway precisdy those - the sailors- for whom
the organization was being founded." By 1836, in addition to the Bethd Church, The Port Society hed
established the Bethd Reading Room, Bethel Union, Bethel Temperance Society and the Bethel Nautical
Schoal.

(continued)
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visit Father Taylor'squaint Bethel and hear him preach. Taylor had an important, and often overlooked,
influence on many literaryfiguresof hisday. Wat Whitman was one of Fether Taylor's grest admirers, and
may have basad some of the rhythms in his poetry on the cadencesin Father Taylor's preaching. Herman
Melville, another who held Father Taylor in high esteem, probably modded one of his most memorable
charactersinMoby Dick — apreacher in New Bedford ~ largely on Father Taylor."

In 1819, Taylor married Deborah Millett (1795-1869) of Marblehead. Known as Mother Taylor, e saved
on the Board of Managers of the Seamen's Aid Society for many years. Father Taylor, who lived & 4 North
Sguare, retired in 1868 due to poor hedth. The couple are buried in the Port Society plot & Mount Hope
Cemetery.

In 1828 when Father Taylor arrived in Boston, the city was the country's leading segport. The once
respectable North End, however, was deteriorating into atenement sum. Sailors crowded the noisy Streets
near the crime-ridden waterfront and filled the dance halls, bars, and brothes where they were taken
advantage of by avariety of unsavory characters. Of particular concem to Father Taylor and the benevolent
societies focused on the plight of ssamen wiss the scandalous "boardinghouse sysem” operating in major
port citiesal over the world.

Leshey wrote: ... the kegpersof boardinghouses operated in conjunction with ssloons, brothels and 'dop
shops [dores outfitting sailors for seq] to separate sailors from their hard eamed cash as quickly as possible.
The newly arrived sailor would be gregted a the docks by a'mnner' representing a particular boardinghouse
who would fill hismind with taes of wine, women and song, and convince him to come to his patron's
establishment. Here he would be lodged a exorbitant rates, sold over-priced liquor, and directed to

particular 'dop shops where he would be sold poorly-made clothes a inflated prices, for which the
boardinghouse kegper received a kickback from the 'dop shop' owner. Often times such subtle forms of
fleecing were abandoned infavor of more direct forms of robbery: the sailor might be given admgged drink
and then st upon and robbed, or he might be lodged in aroom with afalsewall which would be drawn back
as he dept and his possessonsand cash stolen.”

To provide an dtemative to thisvillainous sysem. Father Taylor with the support of the Port Society and the
Seamen's Aid Society opened hisfirst teamperance boardinghouse for mariners. Occupying rented quarters a
226 Ann Street (now North Street), the house opened in 1837. It was operated first by Father Taylor, and
later by the Seamen'sAid Society. Inearly 1845, after learning that 226 Ann Sfreet was scheduled for
demolition, the Port Society gppedled to the publicfor & least $20,000 to erect a new ssamen's boarding-
house, which would be rented to the Seamen'sAid Society. By the end of November, fiinds had been
collected and acommittee, led by Albert Fearing, was authorized to sdect a Ste and purchase the land.

In April 1846, Mr. Fearing exhibited plans for aMariners House, which was estimated to cogt $15,000, and
he announced an agreament to purchase a Ste on North Square from the estate of Jacob Gragg. For

(continued)
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"Thisisatemperance boarding-house, for Seamen, under the careof the Seamen's Aid Society. Itiswell
fumished and well kept. The provisions are of the best quality, and the tables goread with an abundance and
variety of al good and wholesomefood.

Arrangements are dso madefor the wants of the mind aswell asthe body. A pleasant, and in the winter,
awell warmed reading-room is congantly kept open, fumished with the daily papers, and useful and
entertaining books. I n short, every thing isaranged for the comfort and improvement of sailors; and they
cannot fail of being happy there, if they conduct well.

Seamen, will you come to the MARINERS HOUSE, and sse what a plessant and comfortable HOME is
provided for you? Board only $3.50 per week, and no expensefor liquors.”

The 1849 Annua Report of the Seamen's Aid Society reported that the house held 1625 boardersin that
year, and received an income of $6415. An ad in the same annud report announced that the store carried: "a
full assortment of Clothing, Mattresses, Chests... to fit out seamen, or other gentlemen going to sea...
Besides reedy made garments, many light and fancy articles are kept congtantly on hand; such as Silk
Handkerchiefs, Satin and Bombazine Stocks, Cravats, Linen Shirt Bosoms, Dickeys, Gloves, Pencils,
Knives, Combs, Bmshes.... Also, an excdlent assortment of Shoes and Boots, Hats, Caps Hosery, &c. &c.”

The gtore, which had begun operation in 1834 on the ground floor of the Bethel, purchasad clothing and
other goods mede by ssamen'sfamilies, and sold the goods to searmen. This method of operation contragted
with that of the erdstypical soresfor searmen. Leshey writes: "At the time one of the few waysthat the
wives and daughters of sailors had to eam an income during the many months their husbands or fathers were
avay a ss|awasto saw garments for the "dop shops' that exigted for outfitting sailorsfor voyages. The
difficulty was that the "dop shops' paid <0 little money that even were awoman to work al day sewing
garments, she rarely could eam enough to support her family, and was often forced to rely upon outside
charity in addition to her hours of labor." The Seamen's Aid Society sore, being nonprofit, was determined
to pay seamen'swives and daughters wages that supported amodest lifestyle. In addition, they were adleto
control the quality of merchandise sold to mariners. The sore in Mariners House gppeers to have operated
for about thirty years, disgppearing from the Boston directory between 1875 and 1831 In about 1886, the
building was dtered to change the Sore into acommon room. In the early 1880s church sarvices that hed
been held in the Seamen's Bethd were moved into the Mariners House chapd for atime, and thento
Seamen'sHouse a 287 Hanover Street. Attendance a the Bethel Church hed declined after the retirement of
Father Taylor in the 1860s, and by 1880, the North End was home to Bogton's Italian community. In 1834,
The Port Society sold The Seamen's Bethd to Sodigta Cattolica Itdianadi Sen Marco.

By 1899, as reported in the first issueof the Mariners Advocate, al bedrooms were hested by Seam, and a
"bath-room™ with hot and cold water was available "to inmates on application.” The first floor contained a
reading room and dining room; the sscond floor housed the chapel, where a short service wes held each

(continued)
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morning. On Saturday evenings during the winter and spring months, the chape was ussd to present
gereopticon dide-lectures or performances by such entertainers as musicians and magicians. These free
events, which were designed as wholesome altematives to the temptations of the port area, were open to all
seamen. Beyond room and board, the seamen who dayed a Mariners House received careif they became
ill, and those in "didressed circumdances [were] provided for, st home, or helped to employment." The
house had degping accommodations forfifty-sevenssamen a arate of $6 per week. For $0.25, a man could
purchase a single med or one night's lodging. Mariners House began to offer the optiona per diem room
rate with a separate charge for meds in the 1890s because sdlors had begun to resist the regimented
schedule of boardinghouse life, often preferring to egt in restaurants whenever it suited them. By 1909,
Mariners House hed 45 rooms and dept 62 seamen, still a arate of $6 per week.

Thedaily managemeant of the house was the responsibility of a resdent-superintendent whosejob included
"the generd charge and care of the Houss, its supplies, gores, and employees, and of all moneys received
for board, lodgings, and other items.” The superintendent was assged by hiswife, who hdd thetitle of
matron. Other employees mentioned occasiondly in anud reports included acook, awatchman, and a
"dore girl." Thefirst superintendent of Mariners House was William Broadheed, who had held the position
a 226 Ann Sireet beginning in 1844. He was followed in 1851 by Nathanid Hamilton, who held the
position for the next twenty-fiveyears. David Holbrook Baker was superintendent for the next three years,
followed by Captain Josgph Perkins Hatch, who was there until 1927. I1n generd, the employees of
Mariners House were extremdy loyal, remaining in their positionsfor long periods of time. William Jecobs,
the chef for many years, lived in Mariners House rent-free after heretired. 1n 1957, he | eft the Port Society a
$40,000 bequest.

By the early twentieth century, the roleof such facilitiesas Mariners House had changed considerably.
According to Leehey: "Throughout mos of the 1920s working conditions for sailors continued to improve
as areault of the pessegeof reform legidation and of sailors organizing themsalves into unions and other
asociaions to advance their own interests. At about the same time, ingtitutions such as the Mariners House
found themsdalves increasingly out of touch with the new bread of sailors, who were on the whole younger,
better paid , better educated, and more avare than their predecessorsof the deficiencies in the conditions
under which they worked. The younger sailorswere dso more independent than the older breed of seermen,
who tended to acogpt whatever happened to them as part of the God-given gation inlife.... TheMariners
House, like mogt of the older agendes concemed with the welfare of seemen, had been established ina
different era, when dining-rooms with scheduled medltimes and dormitory style accommodations were the
norm."

On the heds of these devd opments camethe Greet Depression of the 1930s during which occupancy rates
a Mariners House fell further. Over the course of the twentieth century, shipping activity in Boston
declined, and with that the numbers of sailors needing lodging dwindled. In the lagt few decades, the wharf
aress have been re-zoned into residentia districts, and upscale condominium devel opments have contributed
to an overdl gentrification of the North End.

(continued)
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Mariners House wegthered all these changes continuing to offer meds and lodging to seefarers, a non-
gender specific term that reflects the current policy of serving men and women. On January 16, 1998, the
building was closed for amgjor interior remodeling intended to bring the accommodations up to present-day
dandardsfor first dass boarding houses. While such public goacesas the chapd and reading rooms are
being retained and refurbished, the guest rooms have been reconfigured to provide larger rooms with private
baths. Other amenities include afitnesscenter, devator, air conditioning and computer ports. These
dterations are nearing completion, and the building re-opened in March 1999 with room ratesstartinga a
modest $35.00 per night.

While the interior of the Mariners House has undergone significant dteration in order to insure itssurvival
as aboarding house, the exterior isarchitecturally significant in thet it retains the distinctive characteristics
of itsera Mariners House isawdl-preserved example of aGresk Revival-style institutional building.
Although the original storefronts and entrance doors have been dtered, the granite posts and lintels framing
the storefronts remain, as does the trabeated main entrance with itsorigina dightly pitched triangular
pediment. The upperfloorsretain their smple Gresk Revivd details including flat brownstone sillsand
lintels, atall brick freeze benegth aplain brick comice, and gabled attic dormers omamented with triangular
pediments. The octagond cupolawith bracketed comicethat is centered on the sde-gabled roof is a
trangtional feature desgned in the then forward-looking Itdianate style. The cupola, which was lit a night,
sarved as abesoon to atract the mariner.

A search of the Massachusatts Historical Commission's data bege of historic gmctures in the North End,
reveds that Mariners House is the only identified Greek Revival-style gmcture that was congructed as a
boarding house Of the Sixty-seven properties listed mogt are contiguous rows of commercia and/or
gpatment blocks, warehouses, and manufacturing buildings.

A recent marketing brochure describing Mariners House as"A Newly Renovated Inn for Professiona
Mariners" dates "The new Mariners House offers affordable lodging, meds and community with fellow
sefarers to all who can verify active maritime service™ The mission of the Mariners House and its parent
organization. The Boston Port and Seamen'sAid Society, hes changed little snce the Mariners House
opened in 1847. Aswritten in the brochure the missonis. "...to improve the mordl, religious, and generd
condition of seamen and their families: to offer aid and encouragement to the poor and industrious ssamen
and to promote the education of seamen's children.”

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

Verbal Boundary Description (Describethe boundaries of the property.)

The boundary isthe legd ot onwhich the property sands represented on the City of Boston assessor's mep
&

Ward three, parcd 3262

Boundary Jugtification (Explain why the boundaries were sdected.)
The boundary encompasses the entire parcel upon which the Mariners House sands
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 99001302
Propaty Name MarinersHouse
County: Suffolk County Sate MA

Multiple Name:

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached nomination
documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or anendments, notwithstanding the National
Pak Service certification included in the nomination documentation.

/A

Date of Action

Amended Item in Nomination
This LR is issued to make the following sugstantive correction:

Section 8
According to a contemporary newspgper account when the building was congtructed { Boston Daily Journal April 16,

1847), the architect for this building was Gridley JF. Bryant. Add Bryant's name under Architect/Builder. Under the
Statement of Significanceadd the following:

Gridley JF. Bryant (1816-1899) was one of the leading Boston architects in the mid-nineteenth century and was familiar
with the latest architectural fashions. Thetraditiona character of the design with Gregk Reviva syle dements reflected
the context of the North Sguare neighborhood and the limited budget for a benevolent organization such as the Boston
Port Society.

The Sate Hidoric Presarvation Office was naotified of this amendment.

Digribution

National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
September 30, 1999 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stret, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:

Mariner's House, 11 North Square, Bogon (Suffolk), Mass.

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Bogton were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60

to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Fnedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

CcC: Capt. William H. Doherty, Boston Port and Seamen'sAid Society
John Bowman, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Ledie Donovan, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Ellen Lipsey, Boston Landmarks Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470

Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



