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1. Name of Property 

historic name MARINERS' HOUSE 

Other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number 11 North Square 

city or town Boston (North End) 

not for publication 

vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025 zip code 02113 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this Denomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
l^meets • does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide B^ocally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

• entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

Date of Action 
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Suffolk. MA 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Checl< as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Checl^ only one box) 

_xbuilding(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.) 

Contributing  

1 

Noncontributing 

_building 

sites 

1 

_ structures 

_ objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

DOMESTIC/hotel (boardinqhouse) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

DOMESTIC/hotel (boardinqhouse) 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

MID 19"̂  CENTURY/Greek Revival 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation granite 

walls brick 

roof asphalt shingle 

other brownstone trim 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



NPS Tom l o w * OMB Approval No. 1(a4^1» 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Mariners' House 
Sect ion number ^ Page ^ Boston (Suffolk Co.), Mass. 

7. DESCRIPTION 

The four-and-one-half-story, red brick building at 11 North Square sits itninediately at the sidewalk facing 
east on the west side of the square. In the middle of an attached row of buildings, it is irregular in plan and 
slightly raised on a brick and granite foundation. Built in 1847 and designed in the Greek Revival style, the 
Mariners' House consists of the main block, which sits at the street, is irregular in plan and retains its 
original height, attached to a four story ell that projects at an angle from the northwest comer of the main 
block. The ell appears to have been original to the building, but it was initially three stories in height. The 
fourth story was added to the ell between 1885 and 1895. 

The granite trabeated entrance and oversized window openings at the first story have no ornament. At the 
upper stories, the window openings are trimmed with brownstone sills and lintels and the brick walls rise to 
a flush tall brick frieze topped by a simple brick cornice. The five-bay building has a shallow-pitched side 
gable roof, which is pierced by five pedimented dormers on the east slope. At the ridge, an octagonal cupola 
rises at the center of the building. Unlike the simple eaves at the main block, the eaves of the cupola are 
enlivened with numerous brackets. The roof is sheathed with asphalt shingle on the east slope and roll 
roofing on the west slope. Windows are double-hung wood sash with six-over-six lights. The windows at 
the upper stories were replaced in 1940 replicating the original number of lights. The sash at the third, 
fourth, and fifth stories were replaced again in 1998, retaining the correct number of lights. 

The granite trabeated main entrance is surmounted by a plain granite pediment and trimmed at the interior of 
the opening with a fluted surround and bull's eye comerblocks. Set within a paneled recess, three granite 
steps lead up to a pair of wood raised panel doors. One of the panels is glazed in one door. A fanlight with 
bold tracery lights the vestibule within. On either side of the entry, the granite posts are painted with a sign 
that says Mariner's No. 11 House. The entry is flanked by two large multi-light tripart windows with glazed 
transoms and a wood panel skirt set in a wooden frame. Each window is set within a plain granite trabeated 
opening. 

All double hung sash, four of the five dormer windows contain one-over-one lights while the center window 
retains earlier sash with six-over-six lights. Wood sash at the fourth story and attic were replaced in 1972. 
The window sash in the cupola have six-over-six lights and below the windows, the cupola is clad in metal. 
Original window sash are still located in the office at the rear of the main block and in one window in the 
dining room, on the first floor. Other features on the facade include a flag pole flying an American flag 
centered over 
the main entrance and a painted anchor projecting from the facade at the second story between the third and 
fourth bays. 

Also built of red brick, the rear ell and the rear elevation of the main block are trimmed with a granite water 
table and brownstone lintels and sills. Windows are six-over-six double hung wood sash. At the north bay 
adjacent to the ell on the rear of the main block, the window sash are eight-over-eight lights. Three 

(continued) 
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pedimented dormers are visible on the west slope of the main roof The roof of the ell is flat. Between the 
third and fourth stories of the ell, the brick projects slightly from the plane of the facade, indicating the top 
of the original three-story ell. A wood porch with steps leading down to a rear yard has been attached to the 
rear of the main block. A large iron fire escape is attached to the south elevation of the ell. 

As you enter the building from North Square, the entrance vestibule is finished with raised wood panels 
leading to a second set of double wood panel doors topped by a transom with tracery. The vestibule floor is 
ceramic tile. The central corridor leads to the rear of the main block. On either side there are large wood 
panel doors set in simple paneled surrounds topped by a shallow, paneled pediment. At the end of the hall 
on the south side, a similar surround frames an opening filled with a grill which opens into the office 
beyond. Two steps lead down to the floor level in the office in the south west comer. 

The reading room and smoking room on either side of the corridor at the front of the building are entered 
from a door on either side of the corridor. The Reading Room on the south side of the corridor has a vinyl 
or rubber tile floor, a pressed metal ceiling, the walls are flush vertical boards and a wood cupboard and 
book case has been built along the west wall of the room. Similar in flnish, the smoking room on the north 
side of the corridor has a bench built in the northwest comer of the room, flush horizontal wainscoting and a 
pressed metal ceiling. 

The main corridor is L-shaped in plan, turning north at the west end of the building. At the north end of the 
corridor, an open curved stair with winders installed in 1971 replaces an earlier stair at the same location. 

A door in the west wall at the north west comer leads to the rear ell which is attached at an angle to the north 
west comer of the building. The dining room and kitchen occupy the first floor of the ell. Originally, most 
of this space served as a dining room. Evidence of this remains in the pressed tin ceiling with comice, 
which continues unbroken through the space. The partition wall was probably added in 1934 when the 
kitchen was moved from the basement to the first floor. At the east end, the dining room wall is curved and 
the two doors at this end of the room are also curved to follow the curve of the wall. The paneled, 
pedimented door and window surrounds match those in the main corridor in finish and scale. A suspended 
ceiling has been installed in the dining room but the pressed metal ceiling is still visible in the kitchen, 
which is located at the west end of the ell. 

The stair in the north west comer of the main block leads fi-om the first to the top floor. Below this a stair 
also leads down to the basement. Across the front of the building at the second floor is a large room that 
was opened up early in the twentieth century to serve as the chapel. It was also used as a public meeting and 
entertainment space. The windows across the south wall of the room are set in paneled, splayed recesses 
framed by a paneled surround. Although shutter pockets are visible, no shutters remain. Louvered shutters 
do appear in early twentieth century photographs of the space. Some of the lower wood panels have been 
replaced or covered with plywood. Six columns near the center of the room support two ceiling beams that 

(continued) 
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run east-west. The room is otherwise trimmed with a simple comice at the ceiling and a flush horizontal 
wainscot below a chair rail. At the south end of the room there is a wood stage with one step at the front and 
paneled sides. Enlarged ca. 1905, the chapel has changed little since that time. Clerestory windows in the 
west wall, which let light into the adjacent minister's office, have been flUed in. The large entry into this 
space has also been blocked down to accept a pair of flush wood veneer doors. The entry previously 
consisted of a pair of the large Greek Revival doors similar to those found elsewhere in the building. The 
doors were surmounted by a multi-light operable transom, which is now infilled with sheetrock. 

The minister's office located in the southwest comer of the second floor is accessible by a door in the west 
wall of the chapel and by a door directly from the corridor. In the office, above the suspended ceiling, there 
is a remnant of a broad, flat comice molding which appears to be the original. 

At the second floor at the northwest comer, a door leads into a long corridor that runs along the north wall of 
the ell. Resident rooms and offices are entered from the west side of the corridor. At the west end of the ell, 
an enclosed half-tum stair with winders runs from the basement to the fourth floor. At the corridor entries, 
surrounds consist of a tall, plain wood door and transom surround, although the transoms have all been 
filled. All corridor doors have been replaced. Inside the rooms, there is no molded trim. The third floor is 
similar to the second except that boarding rooms are located in the main block as well. All rooms have 
plaster walls and no significant trim. Entries at the second and third floor typically had transoms and at the 
fourth and fifth floor, they had narrow vents above the door. The stair continues up to the fifth floor in the 
northwest comer of the main block. The stair to the cupola is a steep wood stair located along the south 
wall of the corridor in the main block. 

Although the use of the building has changed little since it was constmcted, some changes to the building 
were executed since the nineteenth century. Measured drawings completed in 1937 for the Society by G.K. 
Downer, Architect, indicate that little has changed since that time. Downer's drawings and building permits 
indicate that changes had been made to the building in 1934 and 1936. The dates of other alterations can be 
estimated fi-om photographs. Originally, two storefronts with recessed splayed entries had been located on 
either side of the central main entrance. The Seamen's Reading Room was located north of the entry and the 
Store for the Seamen was located in the south storefront. Steps led up from the street level to the raised first 
floor. By 1899, as indicated in a sketch in the Mariners' Advocate of that year, the south storefront had been 
filled with a window flush with the facade that is similar to the existing. The glazing consisted of a large 
multi-light tripart window that was rimmed around the perimeter by small panes of glass, typical of a Queen 
Anne sash. Double entry doors to the building and to the north storefront had been brought forward to the 
plane of the facade by that date as well. The north storefront had been replaced by a similar, but slightly 
different window by 1923. The present oversized multi-light windows with insulating glass are relatively 
recent. There have been other minor changes to the building. The roof sheathing on the main block in 1937 

(continued) 
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had been slate. The roof on the front of the building was replaced in 1979. The original three-story ell also 
had a slate roof Two brick south wall chimneys are visible in photographs of the building and appear in the 
1937 drawings. Both chimneys have been removed. A single brick chimney in the north wall is still extant. 
Unlike the rest of the building, the rear dormers contained casement sash in 1937. 

At the second floor, there had been a small chapel and the manager's office at the front of the main building. 
It seems that walls have been removed and columns inserted to create one large room across the building for 
use as a chapel ca. 1905. According to the 1937 drawings, the second floor of the ell contained the 
Superintendent's Quarters, consisting of a living room, bedroom, dressing room, dining room and a room for 
storage behind the west stair. 

Work conducted in 1971 appears to have included replacement of the main stair, filling all of the transoms 
with sheet rock, covering the corridor and stairwell walls with sheetrock and replacing the doors into the 
corridors. Fortunately, the original doors were retained at the first floor. 

Flag poles have appeared in images of the building atop the cupola, at the central window on the 4th story 
and in the present location at the second story. In the past, the building also has had painted wood signs 
across the facade above the main entrance, above the storefronts and above the second story windows. The 
anchor first appeared in its existing location in a photograph in the 1923 Annual Report. 

Enclosed by a wall to the south and by surrounding buildings, the rear yard is paved with brick at the center 
and rimmed by plantings along the wall. The date of the landscaping is unknown, but the paving appears to 
be of modem vintage. In the south east comer, there is a single headstone with the following inscription: 

A FAMILY TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE YOUNGEST SON. HENRY K.W. SLACK BORN IN 
BOSTON, FEB. 27, 1828. DIED AT SEA, MAY 22, 1849. BY FALLING FROM ALOFT WHILE ON A 
VOYAGE TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. "The Sea shall give up her Dead." 

Set into a piece of granite, the memorial marker was moved from the Seamen's Bethel, when that building 
was sold to the Roman Catholic Church in 1884. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

County and State 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mari< "x" In all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from Instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
MARITIME HISTORY 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Period of Significance 

1847-1949 

Significant Dates 

N/a 

Significant Person 

(Complete If Criterion B Is marl<ed above)  

Taylor, Edward Thompson ("Father Taylor") 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/a 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

x_ State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

_ Other 
Name of repository: 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built in 1847 as a temperance boardinghouse for seamen. Mariners' House possesses integrity of location, 
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as one of the oldest continuously 
operating sailors' boardinghouses in the United States. In addition, it is still owned and operated by its 
founding organization, the Boston Port and Seamen's Aid Society. Architecturally, Mariners' House is a fine 
example of the vernacular Greek Revival-style institutional buildings constructed for sailors' 
boardinghouses in mid-nineteenth century Boston. Located on one of the most historic streets in the North 
End, the building stands a few doors north of the Moses Pierce-Hichbom House (29 North Square) and the 
Paul Revere House (19 North Square), which is the oldest surviving frame house in downtown Boston. 

Mariners' House is significant for its association with Boston's maritime history and for its importance in 
the social development of the North End. It is also significant for its association with Edward Thompson 
Taylor, the charismatic "Sailor Preacher," who links the house to the great missionary movement of the 
nineteenth century. Mariners' House meets Criteria A, B, and C for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places and is significant on the local level. 

Mariners' House was built by the Managers of the Port Society of the City of Boston and its vicinity and 
managed by the Seamen's Aid Society - two organizations that merged in 1867 to become the Boston Port 
and Seamen's Aid Society. The idea of creating a seamen's boardinghouse, however, is credited to Father 
Edward Thompson Taylor, minister at the Seamen's Bethel, which was located at 12 North Square opposite 
Mariners' House at the comer of Sun Court and Moon Street. (The altered building is now Sacred Heart 
Italian Church.) 

The Boston Port and Seamen's Aid Society originated in 1828 when members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church formed The Port Society of the City of Boston and its vicinity. The Society's mission was to provide 
for "the moral and religious instruction of seamen," and its first act was to establish a non-sectarian 
Seamen's Bethel, which was initially housed in a vacant Methodist chapel in Boston's North End. Because 
of Father Taylor's popularity, it soon became clear to the Port Society that a larger space was essential. 
Funds were raised, and by 1833, Father Taylor was in the pulpit of his new Bethel at 12 North Square. (The 
pulpit now stands in the Mariners' House Chapel.) 

To the founders of the Port Society, as expressed in the organization's by-laws, a singularly important 
feature was the non-sectarian character of its mission. According to Patrick M. Leehey, author of an 
unpublished history of the Mariners' House prepared for the Boston Port and Seamen's Aid Society in 1995: 
" a non-sectarian outlook was crucially important in dealing with sailors, as any over-emphasis on doctrine 
or, even worse, doctrinal squabbling, would be certain to drive away precisely those - the sailors - for whom 
the organization was being founded." By 1836, in addition to the Bethel Church, The Port Society had 
established the Bethel Reading Room, Bethel Union, Bethel Temperance Society and the Bethel Nautical 
School. 

(continued) 
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visit Father Taylor's quaint Bethel and hear him preach. Taylor had an important, and often overlooked, 
influence on many literary figures of his day. Walt Whitman was one of Father Taylor's great admirers, and 
may have based some of the rhythms in his poetry on the cadences in Father Taylor's preaching. Herman 
Melville, another who held Father Taylor in high esteem, probably modeled one of his most memorable 
characters in Moby Dick — a preacher in New Bedford ~ largely on Father Taylor." 

In 1819, Taylor married Deborah Millett (1795-1869) of Marblehead. Known as Mother Taylor, she served 
on the Board of Managers of the Seamen's Aid Society for many years. Father Taylor, who lived at 4 North 
Square, retired in 1868 due to poor health. The couple are buried in the Port Society plot at Mount Hope 
Cemetery. 

In 1828 when Father Taylor arrived in Boston, the city was the country's leading seaport. The once 
respectable North End, however, was deteriorating into a tenement slum. Sailors crowded the noisy streets 
near the crime-ridden waterfront and filled the dance halls, bars, and brothels where they were taken 
advantage of by a variety of unsavory characters. Of particular concem to Father Taylor and the benevolent 
societies focused on the plight of seamen was the scandalous "boardinghouse system" operating in major 
port cities all over the world. 

Leehey wrote: "... the keepers of boardinghouses operated in conjunction with saloons, brothels and 'slop 
shops' [stores outfitting sailors for sea] to separate sailors from their hard eamed cash as quickly as possible. 
The newly arrived sailor would be greeted at the docks by a 'mnner' representing a particular boardinghouse 
who would fill his mind with tales of wine, women and song, and convince him to come to his patron's 
establishment. Here he would be lodged at exorbitant rates, sold over-priced liquor, and directed to 
particular 'slop shops' where he would be sold poorly-made clothes at inflated prices, for which the 
boardinghouse keeper received a kickback from the 'slop shop' owner. Often times such subtle forms of 
fleecing were abandoned in favor of more direct forms of robbery: the sailor might be given a dmgged drink 
and then set upon and robbed, or he might be lodged in a room with a false wall which would be drawn back 
as he slept and his possessions and cash stolen." 

To provide an altemative to this villainous system. Father Taylor with the support of the Port Society and the 
Seamen's Aid Society opened his first temperance boardinghouse for mariners. Occupying rented quarters at 
226 Ann Street (now North Street), the house opened in 1837. It was operated first by Father Taylor, and 
later by the Seamen's Aid Society. In early 1845, after learning that 226 Ann Sfreet was scheduled for 
demolition, the Port Society appealed to the public for at least $20,000 to erect a new seamen's boarding­
house, which would be rented to the Seamen's Aid Society. By the end of November, fiinds had been 
collected and a committee, led by Albert Fearing, was authorized to select a site and purchase the land. 

In April 1846, Mr. Fearing exhibited plans for a Mariners' House, which was estimated to cost $15,000, and 
he announced an agreement to purchase a site on North Square from the estate of Jacob Gragg. For 

(continued) 
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"This is a temperance boarding-house, for Seamen, under the care of the Seamen's Aid Society. It is well 
fumished and well kept. The provisions are of the best quality, and the tables spread with an abundance and 
variety of all good and wholesome food. 

Arrangements are also made for the wants of the mind as well as the body. A pleasant, and in the winter, 
a well warmed reading-room is constantly kept open, fumished with the daily papers, and useful and 
entertaining books. In short, every thing is arranged for the comfort and improvement of sailors; and they 
cannot fail of being happy there, if they conduct well. 

Seamen, will you come to the MARINERS' HOUSE, and see what a pleasant and comfortable HOME is 
provided for you? Board only $3.50 per week, and no expense for liquors." 

The 1849 Annual Report of the Seamen's Aid Society reported that the house held 1625 boarders in that 
year, and received an income of $6415. An ad in the same annual report announced that the store carried: "a 
full assortment of Clothing, Mattresses, Chests... to fit out seamen, or other gentlemen going to sea... 
Besides ready made garments, many light and fancy articles are kept constantly on hand; such as Silk 
Handkerchiefs, Satin and Bombazine Stocks, Cravats, Linen Shirt Bosoms, Dickeys, Gloves, Pencils, 
Knives, Combs, Bmshes.... Also, an excellent assortment of Shoes and Boots, Hats, Caps, Hosiery, &c. &c." 

The store, which had begun operation in 1834 on the ground floor of the Bethel, purchased clothing and 
other goods made by seamen's families, and sold the goods to seamen. This method of operation contrasted 
with that of the era's typical stores for seamen. Leehey writes: "At the time one of the few ways that the 
wives and daughters of sailors had to eam an income during the many months their husbands or fathers were 
away at sea was to sew garments for the "slop shops" that existed for outfitting sailors for voyages. The 
difficulty was that the "slop shops" paid so little money that even were a woman to work all day sewing 
garments, she rarely could eam enough to support her family, and was often forced to rely upon outside 
charity in addition to her hours of labor." The Seamen's Aid Society store, being nonprofit, was determined 
to pay seamen's wives and daughters wages that supported a modest lifestyle. In addition, they were able to 
control the quality of merchandise sold to mariners. The store in Mariners' House appears to have operated 
for about thirty years, disappearing from the Boston directory between 1875 and 1881. In about 1886, the 
building was altered to change the store into a common room. In the early 1880s, church services that had 
been held in the Seamen's Bethel were moved into the Mariners' House chapel for a time, and then to 
Seamen's House at 287 Hanover Street. Attendance at the Bethel Church had declined after the retirement of 
Father Taylor in the 1860s, and by 1880, the North End was home to Boston's Italian community. In 1884, 
The Port Society sold The Seamen's Bethel to Societa Cattolica Italiana di San Marco. 

By 1899, as reported in the first issue of the Mariners' Advocate, all bedrooms were heated by steam, and a 
"bath-room" with hot and cold water was available "to inmates on application." The first floor contained a 
reading room and dining room; the second floor housed the chapel, where a short service was held each 

(continued) 
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morning. On Saturday evenings during the winter and spring months, the chapel was used to present 
stereopticon slide-lectures or performances by such entertainers as musicians and magicians. These free 
events, which were designed as wholesome altematives to the temptations of the port area, were open to all 
seamen. Beyond room and board, the seamen who stayed at Mariners' House received care if they became 
ill, and those in "distressed circumstances [were] provided for, sent home, or helped to employment." The 
house had sleeping accommodations for fifty-seven seamen at a rate of $5 per week. For $0.25, a man could 
purchase a single meal or one night's lodging. Mariners' House began to offer the optional per diem room 
rate with a separate charge for meals in the 1890s because sailors had begun to resist the regimented 
schedule of boardinghouse life, often preferring to eat in restaurants whenever it suited them. By 1909, 
Mariners' House had 45 rooms and slept 62 seamen, still at a rate of $5 per week. 

The daily management of the house was the responsibility of a resident-superintendent whose job included 
"the general charge and care of the House, its supplies, stores, and employees, and of all moneys received 
for board, lodgings, and other items." The superintendent was assisted by his wife, who held the title of 
matron. Other employees mentioned occasionally in annual reports included a cook, a watchman, and a 
"store girl." The first superintendent of Mariners' House was William Broadhead, who had held the position 
at 226 Ann Street beginning in 1844. He was followed in 1851 by Nathaniel Hamilton, who held the 
position for the next twenty-five years. David Holbrook Baker was superintendent for the next three years, 
followed by Captain Joseph Perkins Hatch, who was there until 1927. In general, the employees of 
Mariners' House were extremely loyal, remaining in their positions for long periods of time. William Jacobs, 
the chef for many years, lived in Mariners' House rent-free after he retired. In 1957, he left the Port Society a 
$40,000 bequest. 

By the early twentieth century, the role of such facilities as Mariners' House had changed considerably. 
According to Leehey: "Throughout most of the 1920s working conditions for sailors continued to improve 
as a result of the passage of reform legislation and of sailors organizing themselves into unions and other 
associations to advance their own interests. At about the same time, institutions such as the Mariners' House 
found themselves increasingly out of touch with the new breed of sailors, who were on the whole younger, 
better paid , better educated, and more aware than their predecessors of the deficiencies in the conditions 
under which they worked. The younger sailors were also more independent than the older breed of seamen, 
who tended to accept whatever happened to them as part of the God-given station in life.... The Mariners' 
House, like most of the older agencies concemed with the welfare of seamen, had been established in a 
different era, when dining-rooms with scheduled mealtimes and dormitory style accommodations were the 
norm." 

On the heels of these developments came the Great Depression of the 1930s, during which occupancy rates 
at Mariners' House fell further. Over the course of the twentieth century, shipping activity in Boston 
declined, and with that the numbers of sailors needing lodging dwindled. In the last few decades, the wharf 
areas have been re-zoned into residential districts, and upscale condominium developments have contributed 
to an overall gentrification of the North End. 

(continued) 
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Mariners' House weathered all these changes continuing to offer meals and lodging to seafarers, a non-
gender specific term that reflects the current policy of serving men and women. On January 16, 1998, the 
building was closed for a major interior remodeling intended to bring the accommodations up to present-day 
standards for first class boarding houses. While such public spaces as the chapel and reading rooms are 
being retained and refurbished, the guest rooms have been reconfigured to provide larger rooms with private 
baths. Other amenities include a fitness center, elevator, air conditioning and computer ports. These 
alterations are nearing completion, and the building re-opened in March 1999 with room rates starting at a 
modest $35.00 per night. 

While the interior of the Mariners' House has undergone significant alteration in order to insure its survival 
as a boarding house, the exterior is architecturally significant in that it retains the distinctive characteristics 
of its era. Mariners' House is a well-preserved example of a Greek Revival-style institutional building. 
Although the original storefronts and entrance doors have been altered, the granite posts and lintels framing 
the storefronts remain, as does the trabeated main entrance with its original slightly pitched triangular 
pediment. The upper floors retain their simple Greek Revival details including flat brownstone sills and 
lintels, a tall brick freeze beneath a plain brick comice, and gabled attic dormers omamented with triangular 
pediments. The octagonal cupola with bracketed comice that is centered on the side-gabled roof is a 
transitional feature designed in the then forward-looking Italianate style. The cupola, which was lit at night, 
served as a beacon to attract the mariner. 

A search of the Massachusetts Historical Commission's data base of historic stmctures in the North End, 
reveals that Mariners' House is the only identified Greek Revival-style stmcture that was constructed as a 
boarding house. Of the sixty-seven properties listed most are contiguous rows of commercial and/or 
apartment blocks, warehouses, and manufacturing buildings. 

A recent marketing brochure describing Mariners' House as "A Newly Renovated Inn for Professional 
Mariners," states: "The new Mariners' House offers affordable lodging, meals and community with fellow 
seafarers to all who can verify active maritime service." The mission of the Mariners House and its parent 
organization. The Boston Port and Seamen's Aid Society, has changed little since the Mariners' House 
opened in 1847. As written in the brochure the mission is: "...to improve the moral, religious, and general 
condition of seamen and their families: to offer aid and encouragement to the poor and industrious seamen 
and to promote the education of seamen's children." 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The boundary is the legal lot on which the property stands, represented on the City of Boston assessor's map 
as: 
Ward three, parcel 3262 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The boundary encompasses the entire parcel upon which the Mariners' House stands. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 99001302 

Property Name: Mariners'House 

County: Suffolk County State: MA 

Multiple Name: 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached nomination 
documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National 
Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation. 

/A 
Date of Action 

Amended Item in Nomination 

This SLR is issued to make the following sustantive correction:  

Section 8 

According to a contemporary newspaper account when the building was constructed {Boston Daily Journal April 16, 
1847), the architect for this building was Gridley J.F. Bryant. Add Bryant's name under Architect/Builder. Under the 
Statement of Significance add the following: 

Gridley J.F. Bryant (1816-1899) was one of the leading Boston architects in the mid-nineteenth century and was familiar 
with the latest architectural fashions. The traditional character of the design with Greek Revival style elements reflected 
the context of the North Square neighborhood and the limited budget for a benevolent organization such as the Boston 
Port Society. 

The State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

September 30, 1999 Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Mariner's House, 11 North Square, Boston (Suffolk), Mass. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local 
Government community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Fnedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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