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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Reedy River Park is a 14 acre property located at the heart of present day Greenville. 
The site includes the 50 foot Reedy River Falls and a secondary set of rapids in a rocky 
gorge downstream from these. The riverbank portion of the park includes the old Furman 
University botanical gardens and arboretum as well as the ruins of an early mill.

The park contains 6 acres deeded to the City of Greenville by Furman University and some 
8 acres of additional land purchased by the City. Most of the property lies below the 
Reedy River Falls and provides an extremely desirable open space in this metropolitan 
area.

The Reedy River Falls lie just southeast of the South Main Street bridge and form the 
northernmost attraction of the park. At this point, the Reedy River plunges over a 50 
foot drop into a rocky gorge which is defined on one side by the steep, rocky and heavily 
wooded Carnperdown Bluff. Within this area a secondary set of falls can be found. These 
rapids were of key importance in the development of Greenville. Some brick ruins, 
presumed to be the remains of Vardry Mill built circa 1830, are still visible on the 
riverbank at this point. The wide granite outcroppings below the main falls are used 
for picnic facilities, walkways and footpaths. The low lying land immediately west of 
this point was developed ca. 1930 as a botanical garden and arboretum by Furman Univer­ 
sity.

The City of Greenville and the Carolina Foothills Garden Club have undertaken the develop­ 
ment and maintenance of the area. Overhead lighting and underground water connections 
have been installed. Trails, walkways, and picnic areas have been constructed along the 
riverbanks. A 2.2 mile bike path has been constructed, connecting Reedy River Park with 
Cleveland Park, another city park. (These additions have not destroyed the historical 
integrity of the site.) In addition, a 19th Century structure known as the Falls Cottage 
has been renovated. It is being used cooperatively by the Greenville Metropolitan Arts 
Council, the Carolina Foothills Garden Club, and the Greenville Artists Guild.

Because the original nomination did not clearly delineate the nominated property and 
because the property has undergone changes, the nomination has been revised to clearly 
define the boundaries and to reflect the enlarged acreage.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reedy River Falls are not only the geographical but also the historical center of 
Greenville. The speed and power of the falls and rapids below them were indirectly 
responsible for the founding of Greenville at this site in the early 1800' s. Since 
that time, the mills that were the economic life of the city sat near the falls and 
used their power to grind flour and cornmeal or manufacture textiles. In the 1930' s, 
the area surrounding the falls acquired additional significance as the site of a 
botanical garden and arboretum. Today, the falls are being preserved and the surround­ 
ing area developed as the Reedy River Falls Historic Park and Greenway.

INDUSTRY: The land immediately surrounding the Reedy River Falls was granted to Richard 
Pearis just prior to the American Revolution. The first white settler known in the area, 
Pearis established a grist mill and Indian trading post next to the falls. Reaction by 
his neighbors to his Tory-Loyalist sympathies forced him to leave the area hurriedly, 
his property later being confiscated by the State of South Carolina.

After changing hands several times, the property was deeded to Lemuel J. Alston in 1788. 
Alston remained in control of the land until 1815 when the tract which had increased to 
11,018 acres was sold to Vardry McBee. The Town of Pleasantburg having been founded in 
1812, McBee began development of the area with the construction of two mills, the remains 
of which can still be discerned. The surrounding Town of Pleasantburg continued to 
prosper with income derived from its thriving industry and in its 1831 charter, the town 
changed its name to Greenville. The continuing growth of the town enticed further 
industry. The construction of the Camperdown Mills about 1870 was responsible for the 
decline of the area surrounding the falls and the eventual erosion of the banks below 
the mill outlet. (These mills are no longer extant.)

CONSERVATION: The rocky gorge and bluff site below old Camperdown Mills have profuse 
and distinctive natural foliage, helping to produce an area described in 1907 as "the 
most distinctive feature of the topography and landscape of the City of Greenville." 1 
Rehabilitaiton of the area began with the opening of the Furman University botanical 
garden and arboretum in 1929-30. Since 1967, the Carolina Foothills Garden Club and the 
City of Greenville have been working to develop the park. The gorge and falls site now 
serve as a focal point of the greenway and bike path which connect Reedy River Park and 
Cleveland Park, another municipal recreational facility. Preservation of this area is 
therefore not only of historical importance, but also provides a valuable recreational 
asset for downtown Greenville.

and Guild, "Beautifying and Improving Greenville, S.C.  Report to the 
Municipal League." Boston: January 1907
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

All that tract or parcel of land lying between South Main and Church Streets and 
Camperdown Way and belonging to the City of Greenville; specifically, beginning at a 
point in the center of the Reedy River at its crossing with Campderdown Way; thence 
southeast along the river to Church Street; thence along Church Street to the cul-de-sic; 
thence east along the cul-de-sac; thence following the property line of parcel #2.3, 
Greenville Co. Tax Map 69, to parcel #5.1, Tax Map 89; thence north to South Main Street; 
thence running east along South Main Street to Parcel # 2, Tax Map 89; thence southeast
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for 120 feet; thence northeast until meeting Campderdown Way; thence southeast 
along Campderdown Way to its point of beginning.


