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The Morehead Hill Historic District i sa somev™t irregularly shaped | ongand
narrow residential area, oriented on an approxi mate north-south axis, of about fourteen
bl ocks covering gentlehills. The street pattem isagrid of tree-lined streets with
stone curbs and brick gutters. The bl ocks range i nsize frcana little under three
acres t o around seven andone-half acres. The district presents avisually exciting
variety of house types andarchitectural styles fromvemacul ar late Victoriant o
period revivals and bungal ows that include sone of Durhams nost distinctive dwellings.
Except for a fewlots devel oped since 1940 and two or t hree gaps v*ere houses have been
renmoved, the district |ooks much as it didaround 1930, the majority of its houses
surviving relatively intact. The nost striking houses i nthe district nay be seen from
its twomjor thoroughfares, the paired one-way Vickers Ave. and S Duke St. O the 96
primary structures i nthe district, there are only twointrusions andfive non-
contributing buildings, the rest being contributing or pivotal. Two of the nost
inposing buildings i nthe district, Geystone andthe John Sprunt Hill House, already
are listed individually i nthe National Register.

The distribution of the Mrehead Hill Historic District's building stock reflects
both Durhams general developHlient outward fromthe downtown i nthe particular pattens
of a small portion of the Wst End nei ghborhood and nost of the Morehead Hill
nei ghborhood where |and specul atorswere active i nits early years. The houses are
most densely concentrated i nthe district's north end, on Parker St. and bl ocks t o t he
north originally considered part of the West End. Here, nost of the houses are of
nmoderat e si ze and one-story tall, positionedclose t othe street onnarrowbut fairly
deep lots; virtxaally all of these dwellings are popular "builders houses" dating from
the t umof the century t o around 1920, v*ienthese blocks still were considered part of
the Vst End nei ghborhood. This pattem of devel opment continues al ong nuch of
Shepherd St. down to Proctor St., at the west edge of the district. Incontrast,the
building densityi s nuch |ower i nthe rest of the district vAich i s Mrehead Hill
proper, east of Shepherd St. and south of Parker St., v*iere about a quarter of the
district's houses occupy nore than one-half of the land. (The transition between
densities inthe twoends of the district i sgradiaal sothat the former boundary
bet ween Wst End and Morehead Hi || i s not evident visually.) This change i ndensity i s
paral leled by anincrease i nthe size and stylishness of the houses. Mst of the
houses i nthe central and sout hem end of the Morehead Hill District were built between
the 1910s andcirca 1930 on large lots according t o architects' designs; a feware very
| arge and occupied entire blocks at the time of their construction. The southernnost
and largest block for many years was part of the John Sprunt Hill estate andwas
devel oped as formal gardens at its north endclosest t othe Hill House.
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Al nost half of thehouses i nthe Mrehead Hill Historic District fall intothe
broad category of "vemacul ar Late Queen Anne,"” built i nthe 1890s and 1900s. Located
north of Parker St. andwest of Shepherd St., these houses areprimarily traditional
residential forms, usually exhibiting sone degree of sawn or turned wood enbel | i shnent.
Al of these houses are of frame construction with sinple gable, triple-A or hipped
roofs, and nost are onestory tall and one or tworoons deep i nsquare, rectangular, T-
or L-shapes. SHie of tHesetraditional basic house types are quite austere, as
exenplified by theone-story, one-roomdeep house at 717 Shepherd St. with plain porch
posts, match stick railing, and noapplied decoration. At the mninum however, nost
of these houses have decorativeporch elenents, usually the standard m|lwork of turned
porch posts wlH sawn spandrels, often augnented with decorative front gables. The
house at 715 Shepherd St., with |acy bargeboard outlining its front gable, and t he
houses at 722 and 807 Shepherd St., exhibiting front gable sheathing of scalloped
boards and decorativeshingles, respectively, are good exanples of this sort of
tireatment.

Typical of turn-of-t+ie-century domestic architecture generally, several of the
Morehead Hill Historic District's traditional house types incorporate sone classically
derived featiares. Mst frequently tihese are Tuscan porch col utms or box posts and
plain frieze boards. Sonetines these relatively sinple designs conbine classicizing
elements with nmore characteristically Victorian decorationsuch as bargeboard, as seen
in tdehouse at 809 Jackson St. More often, however, tapered box porch posts stand as
the dom nant feature of a house al so characterized by box cornices wtd retxarns and an
absence of applied omanent.

Several of thelate Victorian houses i nthedistrict are nmore exuberant o
vernacul ar enbodi ments of 1tie Queen Anne style, often tiransitional dueto the
incorporation of neoclassical elenments. Qnhe of t#ienost interesting i s 14e one-and-one-
hal f-story house at 902 Shepherd St. v*iich has a clipped gable roof and a two-tiered
porch at theentirance baywith turned elenments at tdie upper |evel andtapered box posts
at tdHefirst. Theone-story T-shaped franme house at 618 Amett e Ave. conbi nes Tuscan
colums with clipped corners topped by drop pendant brackets, and decorative w ndows
and sheatHing i ntdeattic gables. Across thestireet, expression of t he Qieen Anne
style i sstironger i nt heNeal House at 617 Arnette Ave. duet oits larger and nore *
conpl ex one-and-one-hal f-story formwith across gable roof, recessed porch and
integration of dentilled courses and a Pal | adi an wi ndow. At 914 Shepherd St., the
MGary House nore fully enbodies the Queen Anne style with its large irregular one-
story form multiple roofline, decorativeshingles, and pointedarched surrounds
enbel i shed with scal |l opednol di ng and enbossed keyst ones.

Several two-storyhouses i nthe Mrehead Hill Historic Distirict al so enbody tdie
simplified Queen Anne and txansitional Neo-Colonial Revival style. Thelewer House on
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Vickers Ave. and the Berry House on Parker St. each has a front wing ending inatiwo-
stiory, three-sided bay and a spare application of decoration. Also on Parker St., the
Cheek House has an entrance surround of fanli ght and sidelights typical of Colonial and
Federal architecture, contxasting t o adistinctly Victorian |nter| or witli unusual

scal | oped wai nscoting and heavily nol ded surrounds. The distirict's most robust
combination of classical and Queen Anne motifs appears i n the Witaker House at 614
Shepherd St. Here, the two-story hip-roofed formwith gable-roofed wings ending in
three-sided bays i s fronted by a trabeated entirance and a w aparound porch with lonic
colums and gabled entrance bay. Handsone but |ess exuberant versions of this
transitional node arefound i ntihe al most identical Tom Shepherd and John Shepherd
houses at 903 W Proctor St. and 1014 Shepherd St., respectively. Thesetwo Neo-

Col oni al houses have nore regul ar, although still asymetrical, configurations, tapered
posts on brick plinths at sinple waparoind porches, and no applied omamentati on.
Smaller inscale, the Cobb House at 814 Vickers Ave., tihe very simlar houses at 616
and 618 Shepherd St., andtihe house at 612 Amette Ave. aresinpler Neo-Colonial style
houses witih two-bay mai n facades, T-shapes and sinple pedinented cross gable roofs.

Al'l four houses arefairly plain, withthe exception of the small ornanental bracing
and lacy bargeboard i nthe front gables of the Gobb House and 612 Amett e Ave. ,
respectively.

The 1910s witnessed a siirge i nconstiruction i nthe Mrehead Hill Historic
Distirict, much of it yielding quite | arge and fashionable houses huilt on spacious |ots
for sone of the city's |eading businessnen. By this time, tihe popularityof the
ornamental Victorianstyleswas waning rapidly andthe Col onial Revival style was
becomng firmy established inthe district and several other fashionable Durham
nei ghborhoods. Built around 1913, the two-story Wnne House at 720 Vickers Ave. isa
good exanple of an early popular rendition of the style. | tretainsthe tall hipped
roof andoffset side gabled wi ng remniscent of the Shepherd houses, buti s
characterized by the symetirical handling of the facades and tihe Palladi an wi ndowi n
the front attic dormer.

The |argest of the district's early Colonial Revival style houses occupied entire
bl ocks bordering Vickers Ave. v*ien they were built inthe early 1910s. The two-story
frame Bryant House at 707 Morehead Ave. i s typical of the early phase of the stylei n
its shallow tihree-sidedbays onthe side elevations andrelatively long and | ow
proportions augmented by a [ong one-story waparound porch and |ow hipped roof witih
deeply overhangi ng eaves. The projecting pedinented bay at tihe middle of the main
facade and tihe paired Ionic porch columms conplement an interior richly appointed with
neocl assical elenments tihat include lonic colums flanking the wide primary staircase.
The architect of the carefully preserved house remains |anknown. Qne bl ock soutih, the
brick-veneered Foushee House designed by architect Sarmuel Linton Leary exhibitsthe
sane overall form proportions androofline as the Bryant House, but has nuch bol der
porch supports of large brick piers with heavy corbelled mol di ng at tihe top;
unfortunately, many of its primairy interior features, - -
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particularly an elegant staircasesimlar tothat of tihe Bryant House, were renoved »
after the house was converted t oinstitutional useinthe 1960s.

Many of the Morehead Hill Historic District's Colonial Revival style houses
reflect the evolutionof the style nationwide intheir nore academc treatnments. As
early as the md-1910s, the district was distinguished with twoColonial Revival style
houses characterized by stricter emulation of tihe features of the Georgi an and Federal
styles. The 1914 Li psconb House at 911 S Duke St. has a two-story, self-contiained,
gabl e-roofed mai n bl ock flanked by identical porches supported by Tuscan colums. The
focal point of the design isits beautiful Georgian style entrance porch with lonic
pilasters and col utms supporting a segmented pediment. Also featuring flanking Tuscan
por ches, the brick-"yeneered Qobb-Tons House at 914 Vickers Ave., designed by Charlotte
architect CC Hook, i s nore thoroughly Georgian inflavor duet oits heavier blocky
form Again, the highlight of tihe main facade i s the entirance bay with an el egant ¢
round- ar ched doorway containing a |eaded fanlight, outlined with classical moldings,
and enfranmed by Corinthian col ums supporting an entablature. Avery wide centiral hall
with entabl atures above the doors, ceiling medallions, and heavy crown nol ding
throughout enmbellish the spacious interor. Lawns tihat |ook |ike golf greens surround
t he Cobb- Tons House and are defined at the sidewal k by a carefully pruned boxwood hedge
above a stone retaining wall.

Over the next decade, several other classically derived periodrevival style
houses exhibiting a broad sanpling of neoclassical vocabulary 1 navariety of
i magi native conpositions were built throughout the Morehead Hill Historic District.
Among tihe nost striking of tihesei s the late 1910s Bal dwin House at 906 Vi ckers Ave.
lts red tile roof lends a Mediterranean flair that conplenments the classical modillion
com ce, lunettes above the first-floor windows, and the Doric colums and pilasters
supporting the entablature at the entrance. (The house recentlywas heavily danaged by
fire andit has not yet been determined i fit canbe restored.) Next door at 908
Vickers Ave., an elaborate entirance portico i nthe Doric order, conplete with
triglyphs, netopes and denticul atedcornice, domnates the nmain facade of the brown
tapestiry brick-veneered M| burn House, built intihe early 1920s. Less than a block
away, the md-1920s two-and-one-half-story Johnson House, possibly by Durhamarchitect
George Watts Carr, exhibits a segmental arched portico i nthe lonic order sheltering an
entirance with fanlight and sidelights.

In several of the distirict's houses dating fromthe md-1920s and |ater,
extensive and precise detailing of interiors oftenparallels anincreasingly academc
approach t othe exterior tireatment. The 1931 Federal Revival style Fuller House at 702
W (obb St. withits elegant Adamesque interior enbodies this tirend. The 1952 Saeaney
House, the only post-1930s Col oni al Revival style house inthe district, i s a near
replica of the St. George Tucker House i nW I |iamsburg, Va. Pairs of French doors
leading t oa full-facade veranda wi t h paired slender box posts |end a southern accent
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tio t he t wo- and- one- hal f-story Carr-Carver Hoi ose at 909S. EXi ke St. TheVictor |
Jr., House at 1002 Vi ckers Ave. al so has pairs of French doors onthenmain facade,
here ti hey open out to patios flaiiki ng a gabl ed enti rance por ch ondelicate Tus
col umms. . oo

Continuation sheet

Three otiher nationally popular styles appear i nthe Mrehead Hill Historic
Distirict, each represented by a single notable house. Geystone i sthe last remaining
Chat eauesque style dwelling I n Durhamand one of tihe f ewsuch houses remaining i n North
Carolina. Designed by CC Hook andbuilt in 1911 by Durhamcontractor Nornman
Underwood, Greystone | s characterizedby tihe conbination of the irregular formand
mul tiple roofline with neoclassical details typical of sixteenth-century French . |
chateaux. Piers of cut stone blocks, a denticulated cornice, and a bal ustrade
highlight the dramatic porch tihat extends beyond each end of the main facade. The
el egant interior by designers Irving and Casson of Boston i s lavishly appointed with
beautifully crafted neoclassical el ements that range fromdenticulated cornicest o
plaster medal | ions and mol dings ornamenting ceilings t o Doric pilasters enframng
doorways. The second of this notable trio i sthe Spanish Col oni al Revival style John
Sprizint Hill House, built in1910. | tis set back fromthe street onagentlerise and
siirrounded by an extensive yard of |awis and hardwoods that covers the entire block.
Desi gned by the Boston architectural firm of Kendall and Tayl or, tihe inpeccably
preserved Hill House nakes a dramatic inmpression with its vdiite stuccoed walls, red
tiled hipped roof with a deep overhang, and omat e Spani sh baroque stone ornament
applied t o caarvilinear parapets at the porch andattic dormer. Enornous carved narble
and wood fireplaces, sheathing of oak panelling and stanped leatiher, andrich classical
mol dings decorate the interior, also by Irving and Casson. Across the street, the two-
and-one-hal f-story Tudor Revival style Budd House i s another arhcitectural focal point
of the district. Avariety of rooflines, elevationsof brick and applied half-
timobering, casenent wi ndows, and Tudor arches with stone surrounds characterize the
exterior.

In the Mrehead Hill Historic Distrrict "bhere are relatively fewfoursquares and
bungal ows, tiwo house types tihat appear i n considerable nunbers throughout nany ot her
early twentietih-century neighborhoods i n Durham Sone of the foursquares are quite
plain and modest|y-sized, as exenplified by the Byrd, MCullers, and WE \Whitaker
houses bui It around 1910 side by side i nthe 700 bl ock of Shepherd St. Wtih two-bay
facades and gabled attic dorners above the entirance bays, these houses probably
conprised one of the specul ativeventures that produced nany of the houses i nthe north
end of the distirict. Contractor Nornman Underwood built two larger and nore distinctive
foursquares with hipped andclipped gable attic dorners at 802 and 804 Vi ckers Ave. for
specul ative sale. A couple of tihe foursquares, such as the house at 1004 Shepherd St .
with its Tuscan porch col ums and Pal | adi an conbi nati on wi ndow vents i nthe attic
dormer, are distinctly Colonial Revival inflavor. The |arge Kiker-Hobgood House at
710 Morehead Ave. i stihe nost distinctive foursquare i ntihe Mrehead Hill Historic
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District. Here, deep eaves, panelled box porch posts, and the modillions and carved
brackets at the base of the robust gabled attic dormer on the nmain facade all reflect
the sane sort of Craftsman influences that appear i n many bungal ows.

The bungal ows i n tihe Morehead Hi || Historic Distirict display the sane sort of
variety insize and detailing as the foursquares. Tw alnost identical houses, the
Russel | -\Wbb House at 811 Vickers Ave. and the Christian House at 704 Shepherd St., are
very simlar to the foursquare Kikor-Hobgood House i ntiheir form roofline, and
sheathing, but bear a nuch closer affinity to the bungal owdue to their full-facade
gable-front porches with sinpletriangle brackets, exposed rafter ends, and supports of
very large tapered box posts on brick plinths. Several of the nore typical one-and-one-
hal f-story gabl e-roofed bungal ows with full-facade engaged or attached shed or gable-
front porches appear throughout the north end and along the west edge of the district.
The M nor House at 813 Vickers Ave., with brick veneer and a shed-roofed dormer across
most of the front, isa notably large exanple of this type. The very few period
cottages i nthe distirict, such as the small one-story house at 904 Shepherd St. witha
clipped gable roof and bracketed eyebrowentrance hood, are nmore closelyaffiliated - f-
with the bungal owthan witih specific periodrevival styles.

N

In general, alterations throughout the Morehead Hill Historic District have been
mniml. Only a few houses, including the Foushee House and the 1896 Houlton House at
806 Vickers Ave., have been substantially remodelled. El sevAiere, a few houses have
been covered with replacement siding and several porches, nost of themi n the northwest
end of the district, have been outifitted with new posts or have been enclosed. There
has been a fair anount of deterioration inthe northern and western reaches of the
distirict i nrecent years, but nuch of it has been corrected since 1980 with synpathetic
rehabilitations. The |argest and nost fashionable houses, i n Morehead Hill proper, are
notable for their careful preservation.

The structure, of course, is closelyrelated to the surrounding environment. Archaeo-
logical remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structureal remains, which nay be present,
can provide informationvaluable to the understanding and interpretation of the structure.
Information concerning use patterns, social standing and mobility, as well as structural
details are often only evident in the archaeol ogical record. Therefore, archaeol ogical
remains my well be an important conponent of the significanceof the structure. At this
time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but i tis probable that
they exist, and this should be considered in any devel opnent of the property.
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Whenever possible, specific sources for information on individual buildings are
indicated i nparentheses at theend of theentries. Sone of the sources are
noted by conplete name, but nost are coded. The key tothe coded sources i sas

follows:

\C Interview by Claudia Roberts Brown of Wlliam Gonan i n Dur ham
7 March 1984.

Wi Tel ephone interview by Claudi a Roberts Brown with Ethel Harris
in Durham 8 March 1984.

Interview by Claudia Roberts Brown with C aude Vickers, son of

W lliam Gaston Vickers, i nDurham My 1981.

H Sanborn I nsurance Maps. Conpl ete Durham series i ntheNorth Carolina
Collection at theUniversity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
1913 and 1937 series at Durham County Library.

NE National Register nom nation.

@D Durham city directories, at Durham County Library

IS Robert Underwood, son of contractor Norman Underwood, tel ephone
Interview by Claudia Roberts Brown, May 1981.

GB Interviews of M. and Ms. George Pyne by Cl audia Roberts Browni n
Durham My 1981, August 1982 and March 1984.

W Interview by Claudia Roberts Brown of Virginia Nichols, February 1981.

EG Interview by Claudia Roberts Brown of Ethel Lipsconb Girvin, grand-

' daughter of L. A Carr, August 1982.
TS Title search at Durham County Regi ster of Deeds.
G5 Interview by Claudia Roberts Broxm of Ms. Cecil Cooke, daughter of

( S H Hobgood, February 1981.
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JACKSON STREET

1. Burnett House. 804 Jackson St. Early twentieth-centuryone-story hip-roofed
frame house sheathed in Gernman siding with hip-roofed front dormer, two
interior chimeys. East end of wraparound front porch supported by large tap-
ered box posts has been enclosed. Said tohave been home of a M. Bennett
who was an owner of thelocal Pepsi-Cola bottling plant. Added second front
door indicates conversion toduplex. (VO

2. Rigsbee House. 806 Jackson St. Aslightly modified version of Burnett
House next door, probably built at sane time. Waparound porch has been
altered with replacement metal supports. There i sa small lunette filled
with stained glass t otheeast side of thefront door. Said tohave beenthe
hone of John Rigsbee, machinist for The Venabl e Tobacco Conpany, during the

1930's. (V@)

3. House. 805 Jackson St. Early twentieth-centuryone-story T-shaped frane
house with almost full-facade shed-roofed porch supported by slightly
tapered box posts with distinctive molding at thetops. Sheathed i n
German siding. HeooN , Se». o\ .,

4. House. 809 Jackson St. Intact one-story two-roomdeep frame house with
tall hipped roof andtwointerior chimmeys. Tuscan colums support t he
full -facade hip-roofed porch. Thefront gabled attic dormer has a di anond-
shaped vent andnost of theoriginal ornate curvilinear bargeboard attached
to thecornice. Early twentieth century.

5. House. 811 Jackson St. Intact one-story one-room deep frame house with
triple-A roofline andrear el | andcenter hall plan. Slightly tapered
box posts support thehip-roofed porch across nost of t hefacade. Early
twentieth century. o\

YANCEY STREET

6. House. 706 Yancey St. One-story T-shaped frame house distinguished bythree-
sided bay capped with drop pendant brackets i nfront wing. Metal replace-
nent porch posts and a series of shed-roofed additionstorear. Early
twentieth century.
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7. House. 708Yancey St. Intact andfairly plain one-story T-shaped frame
house typical of theearly twentieth century. WMl ded boxcornices with
retums, frieze boards and dianond-shaped vents characterizethe gables.
Shed-roofed porch has turned posts and sawn spandrels.

8. House. 707 Yancey St. One-story two-room deep house, converted toa
dupl ex but otherwise intact, built early inthis century. Has pyram dal
roof, front gable filled with notched horizontal boards, andtwo tall
interior chimeys with corbelled stacks. Slightly tapered box posts
support the almost full-facade hip-roofedfront porch.

9. House. 709Yancey St. Newone-story "pre-fab" house with natural wood
siding andcorrugated metal roof.

10. House. 711 Yancey St. |Intact one-story two-roomdeep frame house i n
center hall plan with wide three-bay main facade. Hip-roofed porch
has tumed supports. High hipped roof with front gable sheathed i n
notched boards. Built early inthis century.

PARKER STREET

C 11. House. 614 Parker St. Typical one-and-one-half-story frame bungal ow
dating from 1910s or 1920s. All-enconpassing gable-roof sheltering
recessed full-facade porch i smarked by a shed-roofed front dorner.

C 12. House. 616 Parker St. Bungalow virtually identical tothe oneat 614
Parker St, andprobably built concurrentlyby the same specul ator
contractor or devel oper.

C 13. House. 708 Parker St. One-and-one-half-story c¢.1920 bungal ow with
shed-roofed front dormer andgabled roofline splayed t oengage the full-
facade porch. Sheathing of alternating rows of short andtall split-shake
shingl es and el ephantine tapered brick piers at each endof the porch dis-
tinguish the house. Qaned for investment at onetime by Cobb family, who
built Cobb House next door at 814 Vickers Ave. (EH)

C 14. House. 710Parker St. Mdest, irregularly-shaped one-story frame house
built early inthetwentieth century. Front porch features standard
tumed posts andanattractive railing of closely spaced tumed
balusters. Wth 708 Parker St., also formerly owned by the Cobb famly
as investment property. (EH

15. House. 712 Parker St. Small one-story brick veneered house, probably
built i n1950s, with sawnwork trim around roofline.



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service F<v NPS {|C9 only

National Register off Historic Places

Inventory”Nomination Form jsate leered
Morehead Hill Historic District

Continuation sheet Item number  * Page ,

16. Cheek House. 709 Parker St. Due totheir inposing two-story forms,
this house and thetwojust tothewest render this block the nost
distinctive of thenore densely developed northern end of Mrehead
Hill. This vernacul ar Queen Anne style house i ssaid t ohave been
noved i nthem d 1920s from around thecomer where t he Cheek family
built i tinl894. 1 n1945 i twas purchased by Ruth Berry, who lived
here until 1975. After one subsequent owner, Pat and Todd Di ckinson .
bought t he house i nSeptenber, 1981, restoredit, and sold i tto the
current owners early i n1982. The interior, virtually intact, has
five working fireplaces, unusual scallopped wainscoting i n the
principal first-floor rooms, fluted surrounds with comer blocks, and
a staircase with a robust carved newal and tumed balusters. Although -
the exterior i scovered with alumnumsiding. | tretains itsoriginal
pressed tinshingleroof. The original two-tiered porch had been
renmoved, replaced with a one-story porch by the Dickinsons. The front
is distinguished by a three-sided bay with a bell-cast roof and by
its entrance v/ith a fanlight. (CQV and Pat Dickinson) .

17. House. 711 Parker St. Said tohave been built i nthel890s on
Vickers Ave. and noved tothis site i nthem d 1910s, this vernacul ar
Queen Anne style house retains its original wraparound porch supported
by tapered box posts nolded at thetop. The gable i ntheporch roof

at theentrance bay i sfilled with appliedhalf-timbering. Alarge
chimey with a corbelled stack projects from themddle of thecross-
gabled roof.

18. Berry House. 713 Parker St. Virtually Intact on theexterior, the
Berry House i stheoldest, largest and nost distinctly Queen Anneof t he
three houses noved from Vickers Ave. i nthem d 1910s tot hesouth side
of this block. | twas built at thesoutheast corner of Mrehead and
Vickers avenues i nt he1890s by W lliamGaston Vickers who gave i t andt he
entire block tohi s daughter Melissa upon her marriage toW H "Bud" Berry.
The fami |y soon subdivided theblock for further devel opment and |ater,
in thel910s, was thefirst tomove their house so that theprime sites
on Vickers could be sold at a prenmium f or redevel opment. [ dentifying
features of t hehouse include t hetwo-story, three-sided baysurnmounted
by sinmple drop pendant brackets on themain facade, decorative attic e
vents, and a second-story lunette window. (SM Q)
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P(NR) 19. Greystone. 618 Mrehead Ave. Since the demise of Benjamin N Duke's
Four Acres (formerly located in west end, just north of the Mrehead Hill
nei ghborhood) in the early 1960s, this sprawling, irregularly shaped
t wo- and-one-half story mansion is the only Chateauesque style dwelling
in Durhamand one of the few remaining such houses inall North Carolina.
The granite and brick house was constructed in 1911 for James Edward
Stagg by Durham contractor Norman Underwood according to the designs
of Charlotte architect C C Hook. Neoclassical details, includinga
denticulated comi ce and a dramatic full-facadeone-story porch with
deck supported by stone piers, highlight the irregular form The
elegant interior is anelaborate Colonial Revival-style design by .
[rving and Casson of Boston. Executed in mahogany and wal nut, it
features denticulated com ces, egg and dart molding, fully panelled
walls, and plaster celling decorations. Pairs of fluted colums and
a stained glass wi ndow accent the base of the two-run staircase at
the rear of the entrance hall. Stagg was the son of Francis Asbury
Stagg and Sarah Durham Stagg; his father was a nephew of Washington »
Duke and his nother was the sister of Dr. Bartlett Durham for whom'
the city was named. Janmes E Stagg married Mary Washington Lyon,
granddaught er of Washington Duke. After serving as private secretary
to Raleigh businessman A B. Andrews for twelve years, he becane
executive secretary to Benjamin N Duke. |n additionto serving as
vice-president and general nanager of the Durhamand Sout hem Rail way
beginning in 1895 Stagg also was a director of the Erwin Cotton Mills,
the Pearl Cotton Mills, the Fidelity Bank, and the Union Station Com
pany. The Staggs lived in NewYork City for many years and returned
to Durhamwith B N Duke early inthis century. The Dukes and the
Staggs hired the sanme architect and contractor for their similar houses
constructed a few blocks of one another. The Stagg House was divided
into apartments and offices in 1961. At the same time, the flat-
roof ed masonry garage at the rear of the property near Parker St. was
converted to a duplex. (NR

C 20. Kiker-Hobgood House. 710 Morehead Ave.  Contractor WIlliam B Ktker
constructed this two-story house with bell-cast hipped roof around 1914
on property that his wife acquired from her mother, Ms. W H Berry.

Ms. Berry, the daughter of W lliam Gaston Vickers, had been given the
entire block by her father, whooriginally owied much of Morehead Hill.
The triple-pile house is sheathed with weatherboards onthe |ower

story and cedar shake shingles onthe second. A bracketed and modillioned
gable and a second-story deck above the entrance bay of the full facade
front porch dominate the main facade of the house. The Kikers did not
live here very long. A 1919 DurhamCity Directory lists this houseas
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the residence of dentist H C Carr. I ntheearly 1920s, t hehouse

was purchased by S H Hobgood who cane t o Durhamt o manage t he | mperi al
Tobacco Conpany. The house remains i nt hepossession of M. Hobgood's
daughter.(Ms, Cecil Cooke, owner; D

21. Johnson House. 617 Morehead Ave. Eric Johnson, owner of t helJohnson  -.
Motor Co. located for many years downtownon E Miin St., had this ‘
stately and el egant Colonial Revival style house built i nthe1920s.

The architect nay have been George Watts Carr, who designed the notor
conpany Show oom The two-and-one-half-story brick veneered house -
features a beautiful entrance porch with an arched hood supported by

lonic colums. To either side, a pair of French doors i s contained

in around arch with a keystone and carved sunburst lunette. Wonderful
Adamesque interior details include delicately carved mantel pieces, a

large niche with a shell crown i nthedining room and bookcases framed
with fluted pilasters i nthestudy. Two of thefour full bathroons

are notable for their sheathing i ncolored glass panels with decorative
fringes i nrelief, apparently added i nt he1930s or 1940s. (CD ‘

22. Victor S Bryant House. 707 Morehead Ave. Durhamcontractor Nornan
Underwood i s believed tohave constructed this house, a focal point of
the district due toitsspacious park-like setting, size, and careful 'Z
mai nt enance. Victor S Bryant, one of Durhams | eading attorneys,
conmmi ssioned thehouse i ntheearly 1910s. The sjrmmetry of it scom
position and t hecareful detailing render thehouse an excellent
exanpl e of theearly phase of thecolonial revival style in Durham The
principal motif i sthelonic order, domnating thefull-facade parch,
side porch (nowenclosed), and porte-cochere with pairs and clusters
of lonic colums on stone plinths. The entrance displays perhaps one
of the nost beautiful uses of glass inDurhamwith its very large side:
lights and transom of |eaded and bevelled glass i na foliate motif.
At theback of a very wide center hall, lonic pilasters and colums
flank an el egant staircase; at thelandingthere i salarge tripartite
window filled with stained glass depicting Virginia Creeper. Rich moldings,
neocl assical mantel pieces and a conpletely panelled |ibrary also highlight
the interior. Bryant, who began practiriing awi nDurhami nt he 1890s,
becane senior nenber of thelawfirm of Bryant and Brogden. The dwelling
is being carefully preserved i nits new use as Structure House, a diet
clinic. (DO RJ W .
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VST PROCTAR STREET -

23.

24.

25.

Foushee House. 809 W Proctor St. According tothe architect's
daughter, Sanuel Linton Leary, architect of theMain Building of Trinity
Col I ege, designed this house forhisfriend, Hward A Foushe” several
years after he moved to Asheville, NC Wen i twas built i ntheearly
1910s, i twas one of the several outstanding houses that |ent Morehead
Hill thenickname "Swelltown." Asbuilt, themin entrance faced
Vickers Ave. and a beautifully landscaped yard that inspiredthe
Foushees t o name their house "The Terraces." Al owhipped roof with
deep eaves and exposed rafter ends surmounts theblocky brick-veneered
form which i s expanded by t he | ong wraparound porch. Astaircase with
a stained glass window at thelanding graced the rear of thewi de
central hall. Wth hisbrother Wlliam Foushee was a partner i nthe '
law firm of Foushee and Foushee. He began practicing i nDurhami n

the 1890s and was very active i ncivic affairs. At various times he
served as City Attorney, County Attorney, North Carolina Representative
and North Carolina Senator. During thefirst decade of this century,
he was a Superior Court judge. Mich of theoriginal beauty of the
house was destroyed when i t was adapted forinstitutional use. The
Carmelite Order occupied thehouse i n1960 f or one year prior tothe
building's acquisition by the Durham Arts Council, which renmoved t he
staircase and other principal architectural features. Today it serves
as Durhamis WA (O SM &) ~» -

TomShepherd House. 903 W Proctor St. Built in21911, this modified

| ate Queen Anne style house features gable-roofed wings projecting from
a boxy hip-roofed core. e wing of thetwo-story frame house ends

in athree-sided bay. Large, slightly tapered box posts onbrick
plinths support thew aparound porch. TomShepherd, who owned a
fumiture store i ndowtown Durham built this house around 1910 when
his family outgrew hi sfirst house next door at 907 W Proctor. He

and hi sbrother and sister developed this block and sone of the

nel ghborhlng land. (VN)

House. 907 W Proctor St. One-story, irregularly-shaped frame house,
the first house i ntheblock, built at theturn of thecentury. Cross-
gable roofline with dianmond-shaped vents i nthegables. Box posts on
brick plinths support afull-facadeporch. The end of the house west
of thefront gable was added after 1913. (VN SV
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C 26. 0'Kelly House. 909 W Proctor St. Transitional |ate Queen Anne/early

Col onial Revival style two-story frame house built by plasteringcon-
tractor George F. 0'Kelly i n1913. Thesalient feature of the house

is thehigh hipped roof with a pedimented dornmer onthe main block,
augment ed by a pedimented wing. Pattemed ti nshingles cover theroof,
which has finials at thecrest of thehip. 0'Kelly is believed tohave
acquired this property through his wife, whose nother was a sister of
Tom and John Shepherd, early owners of both sides of W Proctor St.

(W V.. -
WEST COBB STREET ["N-v '
C 27. Fuller House. 702W bb St. An excellent exanple of thefully
devel oped Col onial Revival style with itsFederal exteriorand
el egantly appointed Adamesque Interior. |Instead of thetypical glazed ~
surround, thetwo-story frame house with one-story wings at each end
has a carved, shell-like niche above the main entrance. Avarietyof

wai nscoting, rich crown molding, mantelpieces, a bands of carved
rosettes andtriglyphs beneath chairrails characterize theinterior.
Attorney Frank Fuller had contractor George Kane build thehousei n

1931 according toa design by Baltimore, M., architect WIliam White;

it i s areplica of anearlier house i neastern Maryland designed by
Vhite. (former owner Bonnie Hood, who obtained information fromFuller's
son) .

SAJH DKE STREET

P(NR) 28. John Sprunt Hill House. 900S Duke St. Qneof thecity's architectural
gens, this Spanish Colonial Revival style house also i sone of the very
few surviving mansions built i nDurhamand it soutskirts by the
industrialists and businessmen instrumental i nthelocal growth and
prosperity of theearly twentieth century. Symmetry, a broadly over-
hanging red-tiled roof, and a central bay decorated with ornate
Spani sh baroque ornanent applied tocurvilinear parapets at porch and
dormer distinguish the main facade of t hehouse. Theinterioris
highlighted by a T-shaped hall sheathed i noak panelling and stanped
leather; i ti s domnated by awide, gently sloping staircase and an
enornous fireplace decorated with marble and carved wood ornanent.
Cther formal first-floor rooms also feature dramatic fireplaces and
rich woodworking that includes arched niches, lonic pilasters, and
ornate classical crown noldings. Thehouse was constructed
according toa design by theBoston architectural firm of Kendall and
Taylor, andthelavish interiors were designed and executed by Irving
and Casson of Boston.
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Raised in North Carolina, John Sprunt Hill establisheda law practice

in NewYork City in 1894 andfive years later married Laura Valinda
Watts, the only child of George W Watts. TheHills nmoved to Durhamin
1903, andin 1911 they began to construct this house onthe former site
of the house built by L. A Carr, deceased brother-in-law of George W
Watts. Hill becanme one of Durhamis | eading businessnmen. Anong his
acconplishments were the founding of the Hone Savings Bank (the fore-
runner of Central Carolina Bank and Trust Co.) and Durham Bank and Trust
Conpany, andserviceinthe state senate from 1933 to 1938. Asa
generous philanthropist, hecontributed large suns for expansion of the
University of North Carolina canpus i n Chapel Hill andendowed the
North Carolina Collection at UNOs Wlson Library. |n Durhamhe
donated funds for cultural affairs andreal estate for recreational
pursuits. After his death in 1961, his house was |eft to the Annie
Watts Hill Foundation for use as a meeting place for non-sectarian,
non-political wonen's groups; the Junior League of Durham uses the
house as its headquarters. Theentire long block south of the house

al so was owned by the Hills, who developed its north end as gardens and
left the south end as pasture. TheCity of Durhamtoday owns the bl ock,
now overgrown, andplans to redevelop i t as a park. (NR

Budd House. 903 S Duke St. W P. Budd, a partner in the Budd-Piper
Roofing Conpany, conmi ssioned Ral ei gh architect Mirray Nelson to design
this two-and-one-half-story Tudor Revival style house inthe late 1920s.
e of the first domestic projects by noted Durhamcontractor George
W Kane, the house exhibits handsome Tudoresque elements throughout.
Avariety of hipped, gabled andclipped gable rooflines, aswell as
applied half-timbering anda stone entrance surround, characterize

the exterior. Theinterior features Tudor-arched doorways, irregularly

shaped roons, and an encl osed winding staircase. The principal
first-floor roons are decorated with rich door surrounds and crown
mol ding. As the only Tudor Revival style house i n Mrehead Hill, t he

Budd House i s anarchitectural focal point of the neighborhood. (WP
Budd, Jr.)

Carr-Carver House. 909 S Duke St. Durham Hosiery Mills executive
Austin Carr, son of Julian S Carr, hadthis two-and-one-half-story
Colonial Revival style house constructedbetween 1926 and 1927. After
Carr's death inthe 1940s, the house was sold to tobacconist Arthur
Carver, apartner inthe Star Brick Warehouse. Thehouse is five bays
wide inacenter hall planwith amodillion cornice decorating the gable
roof covered with slate. Four pairs of French doors open onto the full-
facade front porch supported by pairs of delicate box posts. The

el egant interior includes afully paneled living roomwith a figured
Adanesque mantel piece and a solariumwith a marble-tiled floor.
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Avery long andgradual lyrising staircase said to have been taken from
Julian S Carr's mansion, Sonerset Villa (dismantled in the 1920s),

graces the extremely wide center hall. (Ms. Arthur Carver)

C 31. Lipsconmb House. 911 S Duke St. Built in 1914 for M. and Ms. John
M Lipsconmb, this two-story stuccoed frame house i s oneof the city's
earliest acadenmic renditions of the Colonial Revival style. I t
features an entrance surround with a segmented pediment, lonic colums,
and floral motifs, oneof the nobst beautiful surrounds in the entire
city. Adenticulated comi ce andflanking one-story porches with
Tuscan colums round out the design. Lipscomb was manager of the
insurance department of the DurhamLoan and Trust Gonpany andvi ce
president of the DurhamRealty and Insurance Comapny |n 1945 t he
house was sold to M. andMs. W Il Carr. M. Carr, a former mayor
of Durham was a nephew of Julian S Carr, andhis wife was the fornmer
Loui se Carr, another daughter of L. A Carr (fromBaltimreand
unrelated to Julian S Carr). The present owner, who purchased the
house in 1975, is restoring i tandplanting the yard in colorful
flower beds. (EG @& O N

H LL STREET "

H 32. House. 1102 Hill St. One-and-one-half-story brick-veneered house with
cross-gable roof, probably built in the 1950s.

[l 33. House. 1106 Hill St. One-story gable-roofed, "ranch" style house, brick-
veneered anddating from the 1960s.

VI CKERS AVENUE '0'0p.-"""""e e vt e TN e St=d
C 34. \Wnne House. 720Vickers Ave. A frame two-story house with the hip-

roofed "foursquare" main block, offset side wing anda reserved
integration of neoclassical features typical of the early Col oni al
Revival style. Principal features are a trabeated entrance surround,
wr aparound porch with tapered box posts onbrick plinths, latlced
upper sashes, tall corbelled chimey stacks, anda Palladi on wi ndow
with keystone inthe gabled attic dormer. Built early 1910s for
Ceorge V, Wnne, president of Hall-WnneFuneral Hone.
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35. Under wood House. 802 Vickers Ave. Noted Durhamcontractor Norman

36.

37.

38.

39.

Underwood built this shingle-clad foursquare as a speculative venture
in theearly 1910s. Itsdistinctive features arethefull-facade shed-
roofed porch with shingled piers and a gable at t heentrance bay as well
as theattic dormers—egular clipped gable dormers on t hesides and a
hip-roofed wall dormer on the main facade. The first occupant was
Aubrey Underwood, the builder's son, who lived here until around 1920.
(@ &

House. 804 Vickers Ave. Part of thesanme speculative venture that
yielded the Underwood House next door, this house, originally
identical toitscounterpart i ncomposition, has been altered with
alum num siding. Fortunately i tretains a |leaded transom of bevelled
glass i na foliate design above t heentrance. (&P

Houl ton House. 806 Vickers Ave. Plasterer F. J. Houlton built this
one-story, L-shaped house around 1896. Originallyi t had a center

hall plan, a three-sided bay on thefront wing, and a porch acrossthe
| onger lateral wing with turned supports and spandrels. After Houlton's
occupancy of around a decade, i t passed through two other owners

before attorney W lliam L. Foushee bought i t as an Investment i n the
1910s. The house renmined rental until 21950 when t hepresent owners
purchased i t as their hone. | nthelate 1940s, Foushee conducted an
extensive remodelling which entailed renoval of thefront three-sided
bay and interior partitions, reworking of theporch, and applicationof

"asbestos shingles. The twelve-foot ceilingswere not |owered.

(® TS O

Lewter House. 810 Vickers Ave. The pointed-arched wi ndow surrounds,
overall tall proportions, outwork attic vents and three-sided bay
reflect theturn-of-the-century construction date of this house.

Built by Robert U Lewter, a policeman and |ater a grocer. The Lewters
were succeeded by a Ms. Munford i nt he 1940s and then by Ethel Harris,
the present owner, i n1956. (EH,

Cobb House. 814 VickersAve. Onanental bracingw th a carved sunburst

notif inthe front pedi mented gabl e adorns this otherw se austere two-

story frame house wi t h w aparound front porch. The porch posts probably

are placenments. Wth the Lewt er House, it is one of thevery few
surviving exanpl es of thelate Victorian housesthat originally Iined
t he nort hem bl ocks of Vi ckers Ave. Al phonsus Cobb, an officer of
DurhamReal ty and | nsurance co. and a sal esman wi t h Dur hamLoan and
Trust, built the house for his bride in the 1900s. Renainedinthe

Oobbfam I y which later used it as rental property untiI several years

ago. (EH, CD, GP)
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C 40. Oliver-Hedrick House, 902 Vickers Ave. Large brick-veneered, four-
square house featuring a longer than full-facade porch supported by
very heavy brick piers. Other aspects include a trabeated entrance
surround and a modillioncornice. Built by Dr. Oliver, an M D,
around 1920; later owned by Gady Hedrick.

C 41. Baldwin House. 906 Vickers Ave. Until i twas struck by two fires late
in 1983, this two-story brick Colonial Revival style house was one of
the nost striking houses in the Morehead Hill District. The red terra
cotta tile roof lends a Mediterranean flavor that is conpatible
with the classical features of the modillioncornice, lunettes above
the first floor windows, and the elegant entrance with Doric colums
and pilasters and a fanlight. Built by downtown Durham depart ment
store owner R L. Baldwin inthe late 1910s; later passed to their

daughter and son-in-law, the Ketchins. | f the shell is stable, the ;
house may be reconstructed; otherwise, i twill be demolished. (&)
C 42, M| bum House. 908 Vickers Ave. Yancey M | burn, manager of the noted

architectural firmof M I bum and Heister Conpany and supervising
architect of many of the firm s conmmi ssions, built this Col onial
Revival style house as his residence inthe early 1920s. The focal
point of the two-story house faced with brown tapestry brick is the
central bay with itselaborate Doric portico, conplete with triglyphs
and metopes inthe first story, and tripartite window in the second. A
| eaded transom surnounts the front door. The grand facade belies the
eshallow depth and relatively nodest original size of the house, planned
for just M. and Ms. Mlburn. O the interior, egg and dart crown

mol ding conplements the exterior dentil cornice. Occupants of the house
subsequent to the Mi I bums include the Lloyd, Leggett, and Henry
families. Later owners were the Janmes H Conans, who enlarged the
house with a rear wing. (& VO

P 43.  (obb- Tons House. 914 Vickers Ave. (e of the nmobst inposing and el egant
of Durham's Col onial Revival style houses, successively owed by tw
families steeped inthe city's econonmic development. James S Cobb
purchased this property in the md-1910s from Ms. W H Berry, who
proceeded to nmove her house from this [ ot to 713 Parker St. Charlotte,
NG architect C C Hook used the same buff-coloredbrick and green
roof tile that he had incorporated in Greystone across the street.
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The focal point of the symmetrical three-bay nain facade i s the entrance
where an archway, marked by rows of acanthus and egg and dart mol ding,
is flanked by Corinthian colums supporting a finely detailed entablature.
There are identical porches with Doric colums at each side of the
house and a denticulatedcornice around the entire building. The
CGeorgian Revival style interior features heavy crown noldings and
sheat hed wainscoting invery large roons; A crystal chandelier sus-
pended from a plaster medallion and a bank of five tall w ndows |eaded
in small panes highlight the dining room Gobb was one of Durhams
forempst tobacconists, associated with the Arerican Tobacco .;
< , ‘'and later gn owner of Venable Tobacco . After his death in

1935, Edgar Tons, an executive with Liggett and Myers Tobacco (.,
purchased the house. H hired architect George Watts Carr to do
sone remodel ling that included renoval of a porte-cochere and

y constructionof the |arge garage to the rear of the house. Vi

f- Now owned by Tons' son, the property today is as well known for j,
its meticulous landscaping as i tis for itsarchitecture. (D ¥
newspapers, Edgar Tons, Jr.)

C 44. Victor Bryant, Jr. House. 1002 Vickers Ave. Between 1925 and 1930,
Durhamattorney Victor Bryant, Jr. had this traditional two-story
Col oni al Revival style house constructed on a large | ot subdivided
from the block formerly owned and occupied by his father. Four sets
of French doors opening onto a terrace across the front of the house
flank the neoclassical entrance porch. A one-story porch projects
«from each end of the gable-roofed main block. Like the Bryant House
next door on Morehead Ave., this house has been acquired by Structure
House, a diet olinic. (O

C 45,  Russel | -Webb House. 811 Vickers Ave. Two-story frame foursquare with
low hipped roof interrupted by a gable supported by brackets above the
mai n facade. Wde weatherboards sheathe the first story and shingles
cover the second. A full-facade gable-front purch with large tapered
box posts on brick plinths dom nates the front of the house. Dr.

El bert Russell with the Duke UniversityDivinity School huilt the house
in the 1920s; the VWbb fam |y owned i t from the 1940s to 1983. (&

C 46. M nor House. 813 Vickers Ave. Large one-and-one-half-story brick-
veneered bungalow with a low-slimg, all-enconpassing gabled roof that
flares over the recessed full-facade purch. A large shed-roofed front
dormer extends across nost of the house. QOaned by the M nor, Noell
and Jordan famlies in that order. (P
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C 47. Hackney House. 901 Vickers Ave. Wien Elizabeth Stagg married J. M

48.

49.

50.

51.

Hackney i nthelate 1910s, her nother. Ms. James Edward Stagg, gave
the newl yweds this comer of theGeystone property. Shenovedt he
existing house onthesite to 914 Shepherd St. and hadthis nmodest but
stylish bungal ow constructed f or them Thewell preserved one-and-one-
half story house features a shallow eyebrow dormer anda gabl e-roofed
front porch with dentilling i ntheentablature andsupports of panelled
el ephantine pylons onbrick plinths. (&, D )

Sweaney House. 1009 Vickers Ave. Near replica of t heSt. George Tucker
House i nW I liamsburg, Va., built in1952 according t odesign by Archie
Davis for medical doctor Hunter Saeaney. Interior i ncenter hall plan
features modillion crown molding, Georgian mantel pieces, sheathed

wai nscoting, anda study fully panelled i n16" beaded hoards. Dr.
Sweaney married Francis Foushee, whose parents built thehouse at 809
Proctor St. andreportedly deeded themthis property. (GP)

House. 1101 Vickers Ave. Long one-story brick-veneered "ranch" style
house, built i n1950s or 1960s.

E K Powe, Jr., House. 1107 Vickers Ave. Two- and- one- hal f-story
tapestry brick-veneered Col onial Revival style house with pronovinced
pedi mented dorners, five-bay facade and center hall double-pile plan.
Gabl e-roofed entrance porch supported by Doric colums and entabl ature
shelters a doorway with fanlight andsidelights. Two-story frame gable-
roofed wing on south end. Powe, an investment banker with the Hone
Savings Bank, built thehouse i n 1928.

House. 1109 Vickers Ave. Very long one-story "ranch" style house
covered with brick at i ts base andboard andbatten above. Built 1950s
or 1960s.

SHHRD STREET '

52.

Whit aker House. 614 Shepherd St. Two-story frame house with irregular
form andneocl assical details typical of thetransitional |ate Queen
Anne/early Colonial Revival style. lonic columms support thew ap-
around porch (anendbay enclosed). Distinctly Victorian features
include pattemed ti nshingles onroof, three-sided bays, and applied
narrow strips of scallopping above wi ndows. Edgar J. \Witaker, a
foreman at Blackwell's Bull Durham Tobacco Conpany, built t hehouse

in theearly 1910s. A subsequent owner of t hehouse was Tom Goss, who
was associated with t heDurhamHosiery Mills. (Ms. Abernathy, owner;

D)
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C 53. House. 616 Shepherd St. Small two-story frame modifiedlate Queen..

Anne style house with pedinmented gables. Waparound porch (one end
enclosed) retains turned posts, sawn spandrels, and match stick railing.

C 54. House. 618 Shepherd St. Small two-story frame modifiedlate Queen
Anne style house almost Identical t o616 Shepherd except for replacement
full-facade porch with box posts. Porch originally was waparound with
gazebo at southeast corner. (SMV

C 55. (oman House. 702 Shepherd St. One-story shingle-clad bungal ow with
attached full-facade gable-front porch supported by tapered box posts
on stone plinths. Large plain triangle brackets ineaves. Built
around 1920by J. H Conan, president of Coman Lunber Co. |ocated first
on Ranseur St. downtown andlater i nEast Durham M s. Gonan was
daughter of J. T. Christian next door.

C 56. Christian House. 704 Shepherd St. Large two-story frame foursquare
built late 1910s and identical, except for later conversion t oduplex,
to Russell-Webb House at 811Vickers Ave. |t shbuilder, J. T. Christian,
began hi s career as vice president and general manager of Cary Lunber
Co. and |l ater founded Christian Printing Co., of which hewas a life-
long president. Wien t he East-Wst Expressway took t he Christian
Printing building i ntheearly 1970s, thefirm nmerged with Col oni al
Press t obecome Creative Printers i nChapel Hill. Four of Christian's
children nade their homes nearby on Shepherd St .

C 57. Byrd House. 710 Shepherd St. Intact small two-story hip-roofed four-
square with two-bay facade and side hall plan. Gabled attic dornmer
above entrance bay. Full-facadeporch with slightly tapered box posts
on stone plinths. Long-time early occupant was Charles L. Byrd, barber
in Byrd & Johnson on Driver St. i nEast Durham (CD VO

C 58. MCullers House. 714 Shepherd St. Small foursquare identical toByrd
House next door except that porch plinths arebrick and one end of
I engt hened porch has been encl osed. Believed t ohave been huilt by
long-time occupant Qtha A MCullers, barber i nBranch & MCullers
on N Church St. (CDO VD
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C 59. W E \Whitaker House. 716 Shepherd St. Another small foursquare, intact
and identical t o710and 714 Shepherd St. just to north except for
porch details of turned posts andscall opped cutwork spandrels with
drop pendants and scal |l opped mol ding in between. W E \hitaker,
cashier with American Railway Express, lived here inthe late 1910s
and early 1920s. (CD

C 60. Mize House. 718 Shepherd St. One-story, two-roomdeep frame house
with hipped roof andpedinmented attic dormer built mid-1910s.
Trabeated entrance surround with wide full-length, single-pane side-

lights. Home in 1920s of Edward N Mize, vice president of Hone
Security Life Insurance Co. Recently restored. (CD

C 61. Brock House. 720 Shepherd St. Circa 1910 one-story, one-room deep
, frame house with triple-A roof andlong rear el |l . Home for nany years
of David L. Brock, service nmanager of Nicholson Mdtor GCo. Exterior
recently restored. (O VO

C 62. Gentry House. 722 Shepherd St. Tum of-the-century L-shaped one-
story frame house with decorative shingles in front gableand
supports of tapered boxposts onbrick plinths. Barber WlliamA
Gentry lived here inthe 1920s. (CD

C 63. House. 902 Shepherd St. e of the nost distinctive of the noderately-
sized frame houses characterizing the northwest endof the Mrehead
Hil'l District. MNowa duplex, i tis one-and-one-half stories tall with

a clipped gable roof anda two-tiered hip-roofedporch at the entrance
bay. Tapered box posts on stone plinths support |ower tier; tumed
posts with drop pendant spandrels and scallopping i n between appear

in the second. The house originally fAced Parker St. andlIn the nid
1910s was turned ninety degrees t oface Shepherd.

C 64. Upchurch House. 904 Shepherd St. Small one-story frame cottage built
1920s by Leon W Upchurch, part owner of Southern Feed & Grocery and
a son-in-law of J. T. Christian at 704 Shepherd. Popular features of
clipped gable roof, brackets in eaves, eyebrow hood over front door and
exterior chimey onnmain facade reflect builder's guide origin of design. (VO

C 65. House. 906 Shepherd St. Turn-of-the-century one-story one-room deep
frame house with triple-A roofline andlong rear el |l . Al umnum siding
and replacement metal porch supports. (SM
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House. 908 Shepherd St. Small two-story frame foursquare with two-bay
facade and side hall plan, built circa 1910. Hipped roof with attic
gabl e across nost of facade. Full-facade hip-roofedporch with box
posts on brick plinths. Converted to a duplex. (V)

House. 912 Shepherd St. Tw story frame Colonial Revival style house
with hipped roof and entrance porch in the Tuscan order with bolaustrade
above. Probably built 1920s.

McGary House. 914 Shepherd St. Tumof-the-century one-story, vernacul ar
Queen Anne style frame house with tall hipped roof and multiple gable
attic dormers of various sizes. Features clipped comers surnounted by
drop pendant brackets, pointed surrounds decorated with scallopping and
enbossed keystones, and alternating rows of sawtooth and butt-end
shingles inthe gables. The house was moved from 901 Vickers Ave. in the
late 1910s so that the Hackney House could be built on the original site.
The earliest known occupant was foreman Claude H Tew who lived here
right after the house was noved. By 1925, it was owned by Wlliam B
McGary, a foreman of the American Tobacco Co., inwhose famly's
possession i tremins today. (Nelson MGry, @O

House. 1002 Shepherd St. One-story gable-roofed frame bungal ow with
attached gable-front porch on weatherboarded tapered piers across main
facade. Large curved brackets decorate the deep eaves. Appears to
date from 1920s.

House. 1004 Shepherd St. Handsome two-story frame foursquare built
circa 1910. Distinguishing features include nolded box cornices with
returns, Palladianw ndow vents inattic dormer, and hip-roofed front
porch with projecting gabled entrance bay. Tuscan columms on brick
plinths support the porch. Small stained glass wi ndow on south

el evation, at staircase landing. Exterior recently refurbished. (V)

House. 1006 Shepherd St. One-and-one-half-story frame bungal ow with
gabl ed roof, shed-roofed dormer, and engaged full-facade porch.
Appears to date from 1920s. » .

House. 1012 Shepherd St. Very small one-story frame cottage with
clipped gable roof and bracketed gable-roofed entrance hood. Probably
built 1920s, i thas been altered with enclosure of side parch and
application of alum num siding.
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73. John Shepherd House. 1014 Shepherd St. Two-story modified
late Queen Anne style frame house. Built around 1911 by grocer John
Shepherd, it i salmost ldentical tothehouse hisbrother Tom built
about thesane time across thestreet facing Proctor St. This house
is abit larger, with twowi ngs ending i nthree-sided bays and stone
plinths at t hebase of t heporch posts. Shepherd St. was named f or
the Shepherds' family, which owned several acres of land i nthe vicinity
of Shepherd and Proctor streets. (VN, QD

74. House. 703 Shepherd St. One-story gable-front frame bungal ow with
attached full-facade hip-roofed porch. Watherboards on all elevations
except for shingles i nfront gable. Characteristic triangle brackets
in gable eaves and tapered posts on brick plinths supporting porch.

75. Parrish House. 705 Shepherd St. One-story L-shaped frame house with
front wing ending i nthree-sided bay. Full-facade porch supports of
tapered box posts on stone plinths nay be replacements. House has
been covered with aluminumsiding. Travelling sal esman Leander Parrish
lived here during theearly 1920s. (D

76. House. 707 Shepherd St. One-story L-shaped frame house with porch
following contour of main facade. Replacement porch posts.

77. J. Fred Christian House. 709 Shepherd St. J. Fred Christian, son
of J. T. Christian who built 704 Shepherd St., constructed this one-
sstory frame house i nthe1900s. Originally irregularly shaped,
house was altered toits present regular two-roomdeep configuration
with a ganbrel roof around 1920. The original turned balusters recall
the initial construction date. Christian succeeded hi s father as
president of thecChristian Printing Co. (VO

78. House. 711 Shepherd St. A one-story T-shaped frame house dating from
the 1900s that retains its original pressed tin roof shingles. Hip-
roofed porch across nost of thefacade has slightly tapered box posts
and a match stick railing.

79. House. 715 Shepherd St. Intact one-story, one-roomdeep frame house
with triple-A roof and long rear ell. Distinguished by pressed tin
shingles on roof, ornate sawn and turned bargeboardoutlining thefront
gable, and a porch with turned posts, scallopped spandrels, and
ornamental balusters i ntherailing.
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G 80. House. 717 Shepherd St. Intact narrow one-story, one-room deep turn-
of -the-century frame house with | owgable roof and rear ell. Plain

posts and a match stick railing at theporch and narrow four-over-four
wi ndows with pointed arched lintels characterize thehouse.

N 81. House. 719 Shepherd St. One-story frame gabl e-roofed duplex of
indeterm nate date.

G 82. House. 807 Shepherd St. Intact one-story, two-roomdeep frame house
dating fromtheturn-of-the-century. Characterized by a tall hipped
roof with pressed ti nshingles, front gable filled with scallopped
boards, and almost full-facade porch with turned posts, small spandrels
and match stick railing.

C 83. House. 809 Shepherd St. Pedinmented gables filled with decorative
sawt ooth shingles distinguish this turn-of-the-century one-story L-
shaped frame house. The original full-facade porch has been replaced
with a small entrance porch.

C 84. House. 811 Shepherd St. Very plain one-story, one-roomdeep house
with raised seamtin on a triple-A roof and a shed across therear.
Bet ween 1913 and 1937 it was noved tothis site fromthe adjoining
lot tothesouth where i tfaced Parker St. (SV

C 85. Patterson House. 903 Shepherd St. Mann Cabe Patterson, an owner of
Patterson and Suitt, Auto Garage, formerly located on E Chapel Hill
St., constructedthis two-story single-pile house with a one-story
wing across therear i ntheearly 1910s. The house i ssaid t o have
stood originally on thel ot directly behind i nt he900 bl ock of
Vickers Ave.; it was nmoved toi t spresent site i nthelate 1920s when
R L. Baldwin purchased theVickers Ave. site i norder toenlarge his
yard. Later, theKetchins, daughter and son-in-law of R L. Bal dwin,

lived here for many years prior toacquiring theBaldw n House.

(@ @

C 86. House. 905 Shepherd St. Plain gable-front bungal ow, probably built
in thel920s. Mst of theporch has been enclosed and t he house has
been sheathed i nal um num siding.
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G 87. Cooke House. 907 Shepherd St. Charmning one-and-half-story frame
bungal ow that appears to bea "builder's house." Theengaged gable-
front porch with heavy carved brackets inthe eaves and a lattice-
paned gable windowwith a decorative sawn surround and bracketed hood
dom nates the design. Sanuel Hobgood, wholived next door in the
Kuker - Hobgood House at 710 Morehead Ave., built this house for his
daughter and son-in-law, M. and Ms. Cecil Cooke, upon their marriage
in the late 1920s. (QO

ARNETTE AVENUE ~ - ' '
. i.''s

C 88. House. 608 Amette Ave. This one-story T-shaped frame house dating
fromthe turn-of-the-century recently was restored and embellished with
the addition of athree-sidedbay to the front wing. The house retains
its original pressed ti nroof shingles and turned porch posts with
spandrel s.

G 89. House. 610 Amette Ave. One-story L-shaped, turn-of-the-century
frame house with original turned porch posts and match stick railing.
Recently renovated.

C 90. House. 612 Arnette Ave. Two-story frame modified |ate Queen Anne

91.

92.

style house with cross gable roof features decorative bargeboard
outlining the front and side gables and a waparound porch with box-
posts and match stick railing. MNowdivided into three apartments.
Exterior intact and recently refurbished.

House. 614 Arnette Ave. Two-story T-shaped franme house dating from
the turn-of-the-century. The wing parallel to the street has a front
attic gable and a two-tiered porch across it . The upper tier is
intact, with turned posts, spandrels, spool frieze, and turned
railing balusters.

House. 616 Arnette Ave. Architecturally the most Interesting building
on this side of the block, this turn-of-the-century one-story frame
house i s decorated with clipped corners containingoval wi ndows and

drop pendant brackets at the top; a porch across nost of the

facade is supported by Tuscan colums with arailing of turned balusters.
The gables are sheathed in narrow flush vertical boards overlaid with
sone decorative flat board trim and the hipped attic dornmer has a
windowwith alatticed upper sash. Exterior recentlyrefurbished.
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Bragg House. 618 Arnette Ave. A cross gable-roofed T-shaped frame
house highlighted by a polygonal wraparound porch. Scallopped

boards appear in the gables facing the street and turned posts with
sawn spandrels and a railing of turned balusters comprise the
elements of the porch. Except for the loss of the sawnwork that
originally appeared above the windows, this house is intact on the
exterior, which recently was refurbished. |Its earliest known occupant
was Sidney D Bragg, a former farmer and overseer, andhis famly.
(CD)

House. 611 Arnette Ave. Intact but deteriorated one-story, two-room
deep frame house with | owhipped roof, hip-roofed front attic dormer,

and wraparound porch with tapered box posts onbrick plinths. Appears
to have been built around 1910.

House. 615 Arnette Ave. Plain one-story, T-shaped franme house with
remodel | ed engaged shed-roofed porch, built 1900s.

Neal House. 617 Arnette Ave. Distinctive one-and-one-half-story

Queen Anne style cottage built between 1905 and 1910 by John W Neal,

wei ght master for theDurhamTraction GCo. 1 n1935, Neal's wi dow

sold the house toM. andMs. W R O Briant, her daughter and son-
in-law. The house has a side gable roof with a subsidiary front

gable anda front hi proofed dormer. The recessed entrance porch
originally ranthefull width of thefront gable; the north endof the
porch has been enclosed. Decorative features include a denticul ated

frieze andlatticed w ndow sashes. (TS, (D
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mrehead Hi |l Historic Dislirict i s aconplex andvaried collection of housing
inportant both for its architectureandfor tlie unique way i nWdiich i t devel oped as one
of Durhams first suburbs. [tsinitial devel opnent was strongly affected by early
| andowners, the Proctors and WlliamGaston Vickers. The Proctor heirs' dispositionof
txar undevel oped land at the north endof tlie distxict was aclassicreactionto tlie
newtrolley line, evident today in the array of popular house types by Durhams grow ng
mddl e class. contrast, elsevAere inthe district WIliamGaston Vickers sold
Bar_cels of his farmfor residential devel opment over aperiod of five decades,
eginning inthe 1870s. Aong his first buyers were two of Durhams nost influenti al
busi nessnen, banker Eugene Mrehead, after vdiomt:he nei ghborhood i s naned, and
industrialist George W VWtts. They purchased several txacts, established the area's
excl usive reputationwtd their adjoiningestates, and hel Bed t 0 induce nunerous famly
nener s and busi ness associates to build t+eir houses nearby. Oten constzruction
necessitated renoval of an ol der sound but no |onger stylish house to another | ot in
tD.he vicinity, acommonpracticeunique inits frequency to the Mrehead Hill Historic
istirict.

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT

The Morehead Hill Historic District exenplifies early twentieth-century suburban
devel opnent i n DJrhamgeneraII?/. More particularly, itisinportant for the

uni que way i nvAiich Iand speculation, anefficient public transportation system
a growing mddle class andthe influence of several of Durhams |eading citizens
worked togettier to nake the district the heart of Durhamis nost prestigious

nei ghborhood of tlie 1910s and early 1920s.

B Landownwer and educator W |iam Gaston Vickers, industrialist George W Watts,
banker Eugene Mrehead, financier John Sprunt Hill, Janes Edward Staé;g, t obacco
industry executive James S (bbb, and attomeys Victory S Bryant and Howard A
mlJIShl?l'e ver e agmng the Durhamtes instrumental in the devel opnent of the Mrehead

| istoric District. -

C The Mrehead Hi || Historic District contains Durhams outstanding exanpl es of the
Spani sh Col oni al Revival and Chat eauesque styl es and sone of the city's forenost
exanpl es of avariety of other period revival styles. [Inaddition, Itexhibits a
ggggsone array of "builder's houses" dating fromthe turnof the century to the

S.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Morehead Hill Historic District i s among Durhamis most notable areas due to
its pattem of devel opment tHia yieldeda significant concentration of distinctive
architecture. Although the entire dist:rict today i s considered the nmajor portion of
t he Morehead Hi || nei ghborhood, only the area south of Yancey St. and east of Shepherd
St. has been called Morehead Hill fromthe time of its initial devel opment around 1880.
The district's northern reaches originally were considered part of the nei ghborhood of
Vst End. Al | of the dist:rict, except Arnette Ave. and txie 600 and 700 bl ocks of
Shepherd St., were considered part of Mrehead Hill by the 1910s v*ien the nei ghborhood
had becane the nost fashionable i n Durham Wst End and Mrehead Hill hoth energed
from farm and, but tlieir evolutionfollowed different pattems, evident today inthe |
district's wide variety of | ot sizes and architectural styles. Walthy businessmen '
desiring fashionable hones, the steady growth of a mddle class, real estate
specul ation, and the advent of an efficient public transporatation system al l
indicative of Durham's boom ng industrial-based econony, are inportant aspects of the
history of the Morehead Hill District. n

During the 1870s, vAien Durhamwas transformed from a regional market center witli
a popul ation of 200 to a hub of North Carolina's tobacco industrywi th 2,000 residents,
the district remained farmand. Until at |east them d-1870s. Sterling Proctor owned
all of the land inthe district north of Parker St; WIIliamGston Vickers owned the
| and east of Vickers Ave. and nmay already have acquired tiracts to the west, south of
Parker St., which he certainly owned by ttie m d-1890s. | tisnot certain how nuch, i f
any, of the two farns were under cultivation; a,good deal of the Vickers property was
woodl and cal | ed "Vickers Wdods" into the 1900s. Little is known of Proctor, v*o owned
l'and throughout Durhamand its environs. H lived on either his property inthe
disl:rict or an adjacent site; there isno record of his house. Wien he died sone tinme
betrween 1877 and 1881, he left his land i n southwest Durhamto his four sons and one of
his six daughters, Ella Proctor Vickers, \Aio inherited the acreage at the north end of
the distirict, I'ncontrast, Vickers maintained a high profile that i s remenbered to
this day. Inaddition to teaching school in Durhamfor nore than thirty years, serving
as the first superintendent for the DurhamCounty school system and actively investing
inreal estate, he helped raisehis famlyof nmore than twenty children.

IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Durham Gounty Regi ster of Deeds, Deed Books.
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It was during the 1870s that Durhams first fashionable nei ghborhoods of |arge
and decorative houses energed. Just beyond the town's business and industrial
distxict, the Wst End nei ghborhood was focused on W Chapel Hill St. v*ierethe area's
finest houses were built by such business and civic |eaders as WI.  Blackwel |,

Benjam n N Duke, and other tobacconists, many associated with the businessinterests
of the Dukes. As Durhamcontinued to prosper into the late 18705 the demand f or
prine residential buildinglots increased. N

Vickers' land bordered by Lee St. (now S Duke St.), south of West End and
overlooking pastures and industrial and residential areas to the east, attractedthe
attention of some ambitious newconers. |In 1879, Vickers sold the tract bounded by the
town's west corporation line and Lee, Proctor and Mrehead streetsto George W Watts
and Eugene Morehead, affluent businessnmen \™lo had noved t o Durhamthe previous year.
Watts was a partner inthe newy incorporated W Duke Sons & Q. and Mrehead had
established | “ham s first bank, the Mrehead Banki ng Gonpany, within six months of
his arrival. ,, . o

Prior to 1881, Mrehead and Watts built simlar Queen Anne style houses for
t hensel ves side by side, set far back from Lee St. The area soon becane known as
Morehead Hi || for Mrehead s house v*iich was at the highest elevationat this corner
of town. Watts had his house nmoved inthe late 1890s to the east side of Lee St.
(where i t served as Calvert School and it ssuccessor, DurhamAcadeny, from 1937 to
1968 v*ien it was razed to provide roomfor an apartnent tower). Inits place, he had
Durhamcontractor CH Norton build the Chateauesque style Heywood Hal |, a brick and
stone mansi on conplete with turrets and several panels of carved terra cotta.

Morehead died prior to 1895 and by 1913 his son, J.L. Mrehead, had replaced the c.
1880 house with a large early Colonial Revival style dwelling naned Bl andwood.

Moving or di smantling houses for redevel opnent of property was to remain an inportant
el ement in e district's evolutionthrough the 1920s. While this practicews not
uncommon i n Durhamduring the late nineteenth and early twentiethcenturies, its
frequency i n Mrehead Hil| becane a unique feature of it sdevelopment. Bl andwood and
Heywood Hal | were denolished i nthe early 1960s by Bl ue Oross Blue Shield of North
Carolina. (The conpany's Georgian Revival style buildingnow on the site is
inconpatible with the surroianding residential architectureand precludes theinclusion
of the tract inthe Mrehead Hill Distxict.)

Due to the distinction of itsinitial devel opment and its renoval from the
hustle and bustle of downtown Durham Mrehead Hil|l quickly acquired an air of
exclusivity that hel ped attract otiier prom nent businessnmen to the area. Undoubtedly
it was their recognitionof the area's appeal that had pronpted Mrehead and Watts to
pur chase t djacent tracts on the north side of Mrehead Ave. in 1880, enabling them
to exert ontrol ov*j the devel opment of their neighborhood vi*iile engaging in
r cul ation. They divided this land into three buildinglots v*ich they
S uccessful Durhamtes who built |arge Queen Anne style houses on them by
meant i me, Morehead al so purchased nost of the remaining land i nthat

r
nt

LA
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bl ock. Morehead and Watts' initial real estate tiransaction i n Mrehead Hill set the
primary patternfor the devel opment of the south end of the district well intothe

1920s. Sizable txacts continued to be accunul ated by individuals v*obuilt their own
distinctive houses on themand | ater deeded portions of tHer property, usually to
busi ness associates or relatives, for further devel opnent with fashionabl e dwellings.

The next major tract to be developed i nthe Mrehead Hill Districti s
i medi ately south of Watts and Morehead' s house lots. | n1884Vickers sold 2.25 acres
in the bl ock bounded by W Proctor St. ont”"| north and Lee St. on the east t o Rudol ph
G Lea, a tobacconist from Al anance County. Lea, vihorecentlyhad establisheda
war ehouse on Watkins St. at the north edge of downtown Durham buij.” his large two-
story frame house on the side of his property close to Proctor St. I n 1892, Lea
sold his house to Clara and Lewis A Carr of Baltimge, Ml., viho al so bought
additional land next t othe house | ot from Vickers. Carr (no relation to Julian S
Carr) was secretary-treasurer and general nanager of the DurhamfFertilizer Gonpany
(now Virginia-Carolina Chemcal G.) andhis wifewas the sister of George W Watts.
Lea sol d Watts the undey”l oped Iots on the east SI de of S Duke St. itHa he had
pur chased from Vi ckers. V. o, N e .

Scattered devel opnent occxarred i n olter portions of the distirict during the
1890s on a nore nmodest scale tihan that initiated by Watts and Morehead. Vickers began
selling his land i nthe 800 bl ock of Vickers Ave. as building lots, and at |east one
of t"i buyers, plasterer Fred J. Houlton, built a house for himself, at 806 Vickers
Ave. Vi ckers gave the bl ock bounded by Vickers Ave., Mrehead Ave., Shepherd St.
and Parker St. to his daughter Melissa an“gher husband, WH "Bud" Berry, acontractor

vdio built their house at 914 Vickers Ave. Menbers of the Shepherd fam |y acquired
land at tihe southwest comer of the distirict, including bo” sides of the 900 bl ock of
W Proctor St. v*ierethey built four houses prior t o1915. There i s no indication

that any houses were constructed at the north end of tdedistrict onthe |and
inherited by Ella Proctor Vickers.

Al'though there were nmany tiransfers of land i nthe district, devel opnent
proceeded at a rather slowpace until 1902 v*ien anefficient tirolley systemwas
established with a nmain |ine through Wst End al ong W Chapel Hill St. The steady
rise i npopulationtliat necessitated the systemal so was increasingthe demand f or
residential building lots. Wtli the accessibility t ojobs and shopping afforded by
the new system t heland at Durhams outskirts suddenly becane much nore attiractivet o
the city's growing mddle and upper-mddle classes. Before |long. Wst End and
Morehead Hi || were tiransformed into two of Durhams new streetcar suburbs.

Apparently the increased value of land near iihe trolley lines pronpted t he
action that ledt othe devel opment of the north end of the district that was then
considered part of Wst End. Wen El I a Proctor Vickers died childless at |ess tlien
tw'ty-one years of agein 1891, her husband, WD Vickers, was granted a life estate
in all of her land, v*iich by this time totalled 22.9 acres west of Vickers Ave.
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bet ween W Chapel Hill and Parker streets. [In 1902, WD Vickers had the |and divided
into eleven lots and petitioned DurhamCounty Superior Court for afee sinple deed for
the two lots totalling one acre on W Chapel Hill St. inlieu of the [ife interest in
the total acreage. The court granted his request and appointed two conmm ssioners to
"subdivide the land into convenient |ots wtH convenient streets...and to offer the
sane at public auction.” Wthin ayear all eighty-five building lots platted by the
comm ssioners' surveyor were sold for atotal of noret h” $20,000 v*ich was

distiributed anong Ella Proctor Vickers' dozens of heirs. Several investors
purchased five or nore |ots apiece22”s™ of vdiich they re-soldindividually for
private devel opnent prior to 1910. At | easM AN of investors, J.B.  Christian,

retained sone of his lots for fam |y nenbers.

Concurrent with the sale of the Proctor land, WIlliamGaston Vickers al sowas
profiting fromhis holdings i ntt#iearea. Unlike the other major |andholders near tihe
trolley lines, however, heput only sone of his lots onthe market, such as those at
the west edge of the district, and proceeded t o devel op nuch of his Iand hinself with
rental houses instead of selling it all as building lots. Although his nore than two
dozen rental houses were all standard popul ar one-story house types, they were
noderately sized and well built with corbelledchmney stacks and decorative m || work
targeted for Durhams mddle class, i nconparisonto the small and sinple dwellings
built by td#eblock for ||ctoryworkers. Vickers built nmost of these houses at the
edges of Morehead Hill. Many wer e destroyed around 1970 for the East-West
Expressway VAiichdefines the northeast boundary of the distcct; his only rental house
in tiie distirict i sat 708 Parker St.

The building of lavish houses i n Mrehead Hill resunmed i n 1910 when att or ney,
banker and philanthropist John Sprunt Hill began his opul ent Spani sh Col oni al Revival
style house onthe property at 900 S Duke St., formerly owner by RG Lea and L. A
Carr. Hill had married Laura Valinda Watts, the only child of George W Watts, in
1894. Hefollowed inhis father-in-law sfootsteps as one of Durhams nost astute
busi nessnen of the first half of tHetwentiethcentury, including anong hi s nany
achi evements the founding of Hone Savings Bank, the forerunner of Central Carolina
Bank & Trust G. After the Hills noved t o Durhamfro®*New York City in 1903, they
began | ooking for property on v*ichto build a house. After LA Carr, Ms. Hill"s
uncle, died in 1909, his children sold their interests i nthe house | ot and adj oi ning
land to the Hills. The property was ideally situated, removed from theincreasingly
congest ed downt own and next door to Ms. Hill's father, whoencouraged their
acquisition of the site. The new owners had Carr's house dismantled and the materials
sold for constructionof three houses onS MingumsSt. (no |onger standing.) The
Hills located their new house i nthe mddle of the block, and instead of putting their
outbuildings i nthe rear of the yard they placed tHdemi n a separate block to the
south, which they soon devel oped as a private park of formal and informal gardens.

The Hill House (N wasthe nost inpressive house to be built in Durhamsince,
the 1880s and as such synbolized the enduring, indeed steadily increasing, prosperity
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of thecity's businesses. | tappearsthat theHills" new house al so nay have

hei ghtened t he nei ghborhood' s appeal. Mrehead Hill had been considered t obe
exclusive since its initial devel opment by Watts and Morehead, by now it becane t he
most popul ar fashionabl e nei ghborhood i nthecity, supplanting Durhams first elite
nei ghbor hood cl oser t ot hedowntown. 1" fact, anong tihe | aborers living tothewest,
it becane known as "Swellton Heights."

During tihe early 1910s, sone of Durham's nost prominent citizens followedthe
Hills' lead, nost of thembuilding on thechoice large tracts along Vickers Ave. that
the maj or |andowners had wi sely refrained from marketing earlier. As theHill House
was being conpl eted, businessman Janes Edward Stagg began anot# er nmansion, t he
Chat eauesque style Greystone (N on thelarge parcel at thecorner of Mrehead and
Vickers avenues tihat Eugene Mrehead had purchased fromW | |liamGaston Wckers i n the
1880s. Stagg was executive secretary t oBenjamn N Duke, vice president and general
manager of t he Durham & Sout hern Railway, and a director of tihe Erwin Cotton M lls,
the Pearl Cotton Mills and theFidelity Bank.

Vickers also had retained several acres along Vickers Ave. According to
Vickers' son, theeducator and real estate speculator had anticipated that tHis
property on high, level ground south of Morehead Ave. woul d increase i nvalue as
Dur ham gr ew. About t he sane tinme that Geystone was being built, attorney Victor S
Bryant bought t he bl ock bounded by Mrehead Ave., Vickers Ave., W Proctor and
Shepherd stireets where he built his spacious early Col onial Revival style housefacing

Morehead Ave., diagonally across thestreet from Geystone. | ntheback yard he built
a separate one-story house for his*jeirvants and on W Proctor St. he constructed a
bam for his ponies and |ivestock. The block imediately sou”™ of Bryant's property
was purchased by Howard A Foushee, another promnent attomey. Al though t he

t opography of this parcel was theleast desirable of those sold by Vickers i n the
1910s, Foushee converted it t oan asset by siting his enornous brick-veneered house at
the level northeast comer and grading theuneven, gullied soutiheast comer asthe
terraces for v*iich he naned hi s house.

Throughout t he 1910s and into t he 1920s, constiruction of stylish houses
continued i n Mrehead Hill. Wien thesupply of tihe nei ghborhood' s Iarge building lots
no longer net thedemand, Melissa Vickers Berry and her husband denonstrated t he sane
sort of business acunen as her fati.er. | nthemd-1910s they noved txieir house t o t he
opposite corner of their poperty on Parker St. so that they could sell thenore
desirable and valuable | ot at t henorthwest corner of ""ckers and Mrehead avenues,
pur chased by tobacco i ndustry executive Janes S Cobb. Gobb' s el egant Col oni al
Revival style house was conpl enent ed by houses i nt he sane node bui It for department
store owner RL. Baldwn and architect Yancey M | bumi nthe late 1910s and early
1920s. Ms. Berry gave tHelarge | ot at thecomer of Mrehead Ave. and Shepherd
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St. to her daughter ~ d son-in-law, M. and Ms. W/lliamB. Kiker, vihobuilt the Kiker-
Hobgood House there. At the east edge of the district, George W Watts gave one of
the lots across from the Hill House that he had purchased from RG Leain 1892 to his
neice, Ethel Carr Lipsccstib, a daughter of L.A Carr, and her husband, John M "5

Li psconb, in 1914 for "100 dol I ars and ot her good and val xaabl e considerations.”

Qver the next several years, other residents of Mrehead Hill woul d deed parcels
to fam |y nenbers. Another instance of house moving for redevel opnent occurred inthe
district inthe late 1910s v*ien the w dow of Janmes Edward Stagg had the house at 901
Vickers Ave. just behind Geystone noved t 0 914 Shepherd St. sothat shecould build a
bungal ow next door for her daughter and her newhusband, M. and Ms. J.L. Hackney.

In the 1920s Victor S Bryrant gave approxi mately one-half of his block to his son and
nanesake, who built his large house onthe | ot at 1002 Vickers Ave. As late as circa
1950, Ms. Howard A Foushee gave her daughter and son-in-law. Dr. and Ms. Hunter
Sneaney, t helarge | ot at 1009 Vi ckers Ave. that she and her husband had bought

several years earlier; in 1952 tdie Saea™ys built their house, a near replica of a
house i n W liansburg, Va., onthel ot .

An interesting aspect of the Morehead Hill Historic Distirict i s the network of
fam |y and business relationshipsof many of it sresidents, particularly their
associations with the Dukes and their business enpire. Since tihe 1870s, the west end
of Durhamwas considered the territory of the Dukes, vihobuilt their factories and
hones and otherwi se invested in agreat deal of real estate onthis side of town.

Only a fewblocks separated Benjamn N Duke's Queen Anne style nmansion at the comer
of W Chapel Hill St. and S Duke St. from his partner Watts" Heywood Hall. Wtht he
constiruction of Geystone, followed by the Gobb- Tons House, Mrehead Hi |l becane an
encl ave of Duke associates. Stagg was Benjamin N Duke's executive secretary and
served as adirector of several conpanies contirolled by the Dukes and Watts. He also
was related to Duke as a grand nephewof Duke's father, Wag"i ngt on Duke; Stagg's wife,
Mary Washi ngt on Lyon, was Washi ngt on Duke' s granddaught er. Janes S (bbb was a vice
president of The Anerican Tobacco Co. Inrust and later of Liggett & Mers Tobacco Co.

The relationshipsanong Mrehead Hill's |eading fam|ieswere synbolized by
their architecure as well astheir purchase of property close t o each other. For his
new house on S Duke St., John Sprunt Hill selected the Boston architecural firmof
Kendal | and Tayl or, vAiichregent |y had conpleted tihe design for the newWatts Hospital
donat ed by George W Watts. Wien Stagg bought hi s Morehead Hi |l property and
Benjamin N Duke decided t oreplace his late 1870s Queen Anne style mansion, shortly
after they returned together from NewYork City t o Durham both nen conm ssi oned
Charlotte, NC architect CC Hook to design their newhouses. Hook had been
designing buildingswithv*iich the Dukes were associated since the late 1890s,
including several at Trinity College; later he designed Janes B. Duke's house i n
Charlotte, NC For Ben
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Duke and Stagg, hi s designs for the very simlar Four Acres and Greystone are updated,
nore | “ademc renditions of the sane Chat eauesque style Watts had sel ected for Heywood
Hal | . Wien Jane| 2S. Goob decided t o build hi s house across fromGeystone, he, too,
conmi ssi oned Hook. The contractors for all tdiree houses, as well as the Bryant
House and Duke Merorial Met hodi st Church (a fewbl ocks t othe nortih), was Nor man

Under wood. ! , , ot ! y e

VWhile architect designed houses were going up throughout Morehead Hill proper,
the narrow |ots platted fromthe Proctor land at the north end of the district were
becom ng densely devel oped witih popul ar builders' houses. Considered part of \Wést-End
early i nthe century, tHearea was populated primarily by merchants and artisans.
Long-time Durhamresident WIIiam Goman, who grew up at 702 Shepherd St., recalls that
proximty t oschools and jobs was a najor attiraction of the area. Mst of the nen
wal ked t o work, and tihose viho di d not took tihe tirolley. Mrehead School was afew
bl ocks t ot he east and several nei ghborhood shops were |ocated nearby on W Chapel
Hill St. Also onW Chapel Hill St., at tdiecorner of Shepherd St., Tenpl e Bapti st
Church, formerly tdie Second Baptist Church, was a forceful presence i ntihe connunity,
including™n its congregationa great nmany of the residents of this end of the
dsitrict. (The church andits imrediate surroundings are excluded fromthe district
due totheir orientation toward tihe greatly altered comercial area of W Chapel Hill
Et 3 (?nd t)he inconpatible 1950s Col onial Revival style of the replacement church

ui lding.

It isfitting that WIliam Gaston Vickers' homepl ace was the |ast block i nthe
district tobeplatted as residential lots. After Vickers' death i nthe md-1920s,
hi s house and out bui | di ngs were renoved and t he proper””*was divided into six building
lots, only twoof "ich were built upon prior t o 1940. The constiruction of houses
on tderenaining four lots during the 1950s and 1960s reflects the enduring popularity
of Morehead Hill inspite of the proliferation of newer fashionabl e suburbs.

As one of Durhams earliest suburbs, Mrehead Hill gradually cane t o be
consi dered part of thecity proper as Durhamgrewoutward with rings of suburbs.
Neverthel ess, nany of tde people viho built Mrehead Hill remined, and several were
succeeded by their children. Deterioration typical of older inner city neighborhoods
was miniml as late as the 1960s, and it was restiricted t otihe district's densest,
north end of smal | er houses that had becone unfashi onabl e and |ikely to be sold as
their long-timeresidents opted for nore up-to-date housing. Since then, the entire
distirict's quiet residential atmosphere has been affected by thoroughfarepatterns and
zoning, as well as continueddeterioration atits fringes. The construction of the
East - West Expressway through the northem end of the Mrehead Hi Il nei ghborhood
exerted the most severe inpact upon the area. Inthedistirict itself, sone of the
| arger houses al ong Vi ckers Ave. and S Duke St., now paired one-way thoroughfares.
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have been converted tooffice and institutional uses. I nrecent years, however,
resi dents have fornmed a nei ghborhood associationthat i stakingan activerolein
directing thefuture of thedistrict. Duetothesensitivity of conversions, careful

mai nt enance of key properties, and perserverance of nmany long-time residents, the
Morehead Hill Historic Distirict has retained something of the aura of el egance tihat
characterized its heydey during thefirst five decades of this century. At its north
end, tihe houses have regained their popularityand nany are being restored. Today, the
Morehead Hi |l Nei ghborhood Association i sworking with theCity Departnment of Planning
and Community Devel oprment and appointed citizen review boards t o prepare a nei ghborhood
plan that will identify goals and objectives for its growh, preservation, protection
and enhancenent .

NOTES

N Codicil toSterling Proctor's WiIl, 3April 1877, DurhamCounty Clerk of
Superior Court, i nSpecial Proceeding No. 450. | ti sgenerally believed that Proctor
al so owned | and south of Parker St.

2
d aude Vickers, interviewi nDurham My 1981. ,

3
Pauli Murray, Proud Shoes, revised edition (New York: Harper &Fow Publishers,
1978), p. 261.
4

Codicil. I tisnot knowni fElIla Proctor Vickers' husband, WD Vickers, was
related toWIIliamGaston Vickers.

A d aude Vi ckers. ' ;

g
Durham County Regi ster of Deeds (QORD, Deed Book 1, Page 44.
7
Robert F. Durden, The Dukes of Durham 1865-1929 (Durham Duke University
Press, 1975), p. 18; and Wl liamBoyd, The Story of Durham (Durham Duke University
Press, 1925), pp. 116-17. '
Q

"Qay's NewMp of Durham 1881" (Philadel phia: OW Gay & Son); Hand- Book of
Durham North Carolina, 1895, Duke archives copy with handwitten notes by Prof. Louise
Hal | of Duke University, pp. 76 and 79. The second Mrehead house was naned after the
Morehead fam |y honepl ace 1 nG eensboro of t he sane nane, which still stands. The
G eensbor o Bl andwood, one of thecitry's foremost architectural nonunments, was built
early i ntdenineteenth century and enlarged as anltalianate villa designed by A J.
Davis for Gv. John Mtley Mrehead, father of Eugene Mrehead.

9CI aude Vi ckers. ‘_ .. ® -

"N Hand- Book, pp. 29 and 76; and Sanborn Map ., "Durham North Carolina," 1913

series. r 1
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DCRD, Desd Book 1, Page 44. " : / , y

12

"Bird s-Eye Viewof The City of Durham Nortd Carolina" (Madison, Wsconsin:
Rugby and Stoner, 1891). ~

DORD Pl at Book 5A, Page 30. o' - Sy >
14
DORD Deed Book 2, Page 562. Prior t 01887, Lee St., was renamed Lea St.;
bet ween 1898 and 1902 i t was renamed once again, this time toS Duke St., its present
desi gnation. Vo
15 .
Directory of the Business and Citizens of DurhamCity for 1887 (Raleigh: Levi
Branson, Publisher); Hand-Book, p.78; and "Bird s-Eye View..." Also in 1884, he

pur chased additional Iots onthe east side of Lee St., andtihe followi ngyear he
bought atiract adjoiningthe south side of his houselot. DO} Deed Book 12, Page ".
133.

DORD Deed book 12, Page 71, and Deed Book 12, Page 94.
"" DORQ Deed Book 12, Page 133. oA

Ex R) Deed Book 45, Page 111; and Mary and Geor ge Pyne, interviewi n Durham
7 March 1984. The Lewter House, at 810 Vickers Ave., as well as a house formerly at
901 Vickers Ave. (now914 Shepherd St.) also appear t odate from 1890s, but their
bui | ders have not been identified.

19
d aude Vickers. Shortly thereafter, twoother houseswerebuilt inmmediately
north of the Berry house, either by other Vickers fam |y nenbers or by unrel ated
individuals viho purchased [ots from 1tie Berry's.
20
Virginia Nichols, Shepherd descendant and owner of 903, 907 and 913 W
Proctor St., interviewin Durham Febmary 1981. The Shepherds arereported t o have
acquired theProctor St. property through the nmarriage of two of WIIliam Gaston
Vickers' sons t otwo Shepherd sisters.

21
Durham County Clerk of Court, Special Proceeding No. 450, vdiich includes
original plat also filed in DORQ Plat Book 5 Page 26. The heirs appear t o have been
her neices and nephews.
22
For exanple, see DORD Deed Book 29, pages 56t 059 and 63t o 67.
23
W I liam Gorman, Christiandescendant, interviewin Durham 7 March 1984,
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24 DORD Plat Book 6, pages 11 and 12; and pl at book 4, page 124.
2 H MKel don Snmith and John B. Flowers, |11 ,"John Spinant Hill House,"

Nati onal Register of Historic Places nom nation, NC Division of Archives and
Hi story, 1977.
% DR)  Deed Book 40, Page 543. NP

21 Et hel Lipsconb Girvin, interview i nDurham August 1982.

28 Murray, p. 257. '

2 3. Marshal | Bul  ock, "Greystone,” Natiional Register of Historic Places
nom nation, NC Division of Archives and History, 1981.

30 d aude Vi ckers.
31 [bid., and Sanbom Myp Co., 1913 series. e

% RO Deed Book 42, Page 247. .
3 3 aude Vi ckers; and Sanbom Map (o., 1913 and 1937 seri es.
3

in the block vAo had tiheir two late 1890s houses noved around the comer t o Parker
St., next t othe Berry House.

35

4 The later houses were huilt onthe adjacent |ots vacated by the other owners

d aude Vi ckers; and Ms. Cecil Cooke, owner of Kiker-Hobgood House, interview

in Durham February 1981.
% DRy eed Book 87, Page 68.

37 Mary and Geor ge Pyne; and Sanbom M Co.

38 Bul | ock.

39 Dur ham Mor ni ng Herald, 6 February 1935, p. 1.

40 Smith and Fl owers. “A

41 Bul | ock.
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42
Tel ephone interview March 1984 with Charlotte V. Brown, one of the authors of
Architects and Builders of North Carolina, currently in preparation for publication,
During her research for this book. Dr. Brownread a letter stating that Hook desi gned
the Gobb-Tons House.

i See Durhamcity directories.

44WIIiam(bman.

& d aude Vi ckers.
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Begi nning at the southeast comer of Block 7 on DurhamCounty Tax Mayp (DCTM 159,
proceed north along the east line of Block 7t othe southeast comer of Block 2, DCIM
159; then cross S Duke St. t othe soutihwest corner of Block 1, DCIM159 and fol | ow t he
south line of that block t oits southeast corner; then proceed north along the east
edge of Block 1t othe northeast corner of Lot 1 and tihen follow tihe north [ine of Lot
1 west t oitsnortheast corner; continue intda same |ine across S Duke St. to the
east edge of Block 2, DCIM159 and fol | ow that east line north t othe northeast corner
of the Block; then follow the north line of Block 2, DCTM159 west t oi t s northwest
comer, continue i ntxesane |ine across Hill St. t othe nortihwest corner of Lot 6,
Block 3, DCIM159; cross Proctor St. t othe southwest comer of Lot 4, Block 6, DCIM
157 and proceed north along the west line of Lot 4t oitsnorthwest corner; followthe
north line of Lot 4 east t otihe southeast corner of Lot 7, Block 6, DCIM159, and then
proceed north along the east line of Lot 7t oitsnortheast corner; cross Mrehead Ave.
in that sane |ine andthen follow the south line of Lot 2, Block 2, DCIM157 east t o
its soutJieast corner; follow tihe east line of Lot 2t oitsnortiheast corner, cross
Parker St. inastraight line t othe soutiieast corner of Lot 8, Block 10, DCIM155, and
follow the east |ine of Lot 8t oitsnortheast corner; then follow the northem edges
of Block 10, DCIM157 t othe nortiiwest comer of Lot 3 andcross Vickers Ave. ina
stiraight line t otihe southeast comer of Lot 15, Block 6, DCIM155; follow the east and
northeast edges of Block 6t othe north corner of the block; cross Shepherd St. ina
straight line t othe southeast corner of Lot 14, Block 4, DCIM155; then followt he
east edge of Lot 14 t oit s northeast corner and follow the nortih |ines of Lots 14and 7
to the northwest corner of Lot 7, Block 4, DCIM155; cross Arnette Ave. in a stiraight
line t o apoint inthe east |ine of Lot 10, Block 7, BDCIM150 and fol | ow t he east edge
of Block 7 north t othe northwest corner of Lot 2; follow the east line of Lot 2 soutih
and then followitssouth [ine west t othe nortiheast comer of Lot 3, Block 7, DCIM
150; proceed south along the east lines of Lots 3, 4, 5and 6t otlie southeast |ine of
Lot 6; then follow the south Iine of Lot 7, Block 7, DCTM150 t oi t s sout heast corner
and cross Amette Ave. inasraight line t othe southwest corner of Lot 9, Block 4,
DCTM155; then cross Jackson St. inastraight line t othe northwest corner of Lot 4,
Block 5, DCIM155; follow the west line of Lot 4t oapoint approximtely 65feet along
the line and fromthere proceed east i nastiraight line across Lot 4toitseast line;
fromthere follow the east Iine of Lot 4 south t othe southwest comer of Lot 3; follow
the south line of Lot 3 and Lot 2 east t otihe northwest corner of Lot 18, Block 5, DCIM
155; follow the west line of Lots 18, 17, 16 and 15south t othe sout hwest comer of
Lot 15, Block 5, DCIM155, follow the south line of Lot 15t othe nortHwest corner of
Lot 14, follow the west line of Lot 14t oits soutihwest corner, and then followt he
south line of Lot 14t othe nortiheast corner of Lot 12; follow tdeeast line of Lot 12
to itssoutheast corner and then follow the south line of Lot 13 t othe soutiheast
comer of Lot 13, Block 5, DCIM155; cross Shepherd St. inastraight line to the
soutH west comer of Block 6, DCIM155 and then cross Yancey St. inastiraight lineto
the northwest corner of Block 11, DCIM155 follow the west line of Block 11to its
sout hwest corner, cross Parker St. inastiraight ine t othe northwest corner of Block
3, DCIM 157, and then cross Shepherd St. t o t he
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northeast comer of Block 4, DCIM157; fromthere follow the north Iine of Lot 10,
Block 4t oitsnorthwest corner, andthen follow the east line of Lot 11to its
soutiheast corner; follow the south Iine of Lot 11t othe northwest corner of Lot 8;
then follow ttiewest |ines of Lots 8, 7, 6, and 5, Block 4, DCIM157 t othe sout hwest
comer of Lot 5; cross Mrehead Ave. inastiraight line t otienorthwest corner of Lot
11, Block 8, DCIM157; then follow the west lines of Lots 11, 10, 9, 8, and 7 southt o
the Sout hwest corner of Lot 7, Block 8 DCIM157; cross Proctor St. inastiraight line
to the north edge of Block 5, DCIM159 and fol |l ow that edge west t othe northwest
corner of the block; then follow the west edge of the block south t othe sout hwest
corner of Lot 1, Block 5; then follow tlie rear Lot lines of Lots 1, 7, and 6 of Block 5
to the southeast corner of Lot 6; cross Shepherd St. inastiraight line toapointi n
the west line of Block 4, DCIM159 and follow tiie west |ine of Block 4 south to its
sout hwest corner; followtlie south Iine of Block 4 east, cross Vickers Ave. ina
straight line, follow the south line of Block 3, DCIM159 east t oi ts southeast comer,
and cross Hill St. inastraight line t othe southwest corner of Block 2, DCIM 159;
cross W Qobb St. inastiraight line t othe northwest corner of Block 7, DCIM 159 and
follow the west and south lines of Block 7t oits southwest corner, the point of
begi nni ng.
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The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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