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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

:lLGOOD 
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CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

~MOVED DATE 197 S 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mt. Olivet Church is a one-storey frame structure constructed c. 187QJ 
The basic floor plan is rectangular with twin entries located on the 
short side of the rectangle. White clapboard walls and a gable roof 
of green shingles enclose the structure, which measures approximately 
forty feet by sixty feet. 

The simple lines of the church are broken only by window and door open­
ings, all of which have very plain trim. The windows are all six-light, 
double-hung sash. The north ·and south elevations each feature four 
such windows, and the rear of the church (east elevation) has two of 
them. The symmetrical facade features two separate entries, both of 
which have horizontally paneled doors. A boxed cornice with returns 
is found on both gable ends of the building with a plain frieze along 
both side elevations. 

The simplicity of the exterior is continued in the interior of the church, 
which consists of a single open room. A row of square slender posts 
bisects the room, and a small raised platform lies across the northwest 
corner. :r"he original floor a _been co'[e:J;:~d over, and the ceiling ~s 
been lowered; how~ver, restoration plans call for the removaJ of the floo~ 
and ceiling alterations. The original floor and the original board and 
batten ceiling are still in £lace. 

In 1975 Mount Olivet Church was moved to a new location to prevent its 
demolition. The church now re~s at the Cleveland County fairgrounds, 
about sixteen miles fro~ the site where it was bu~ The ClevelaQ9 
County Historical Society }:>lans to move in _§everal _o_!:her hi_sto!"..t£_§,..~uc.­

tures from around the co~nty_ to reconstruct a nineteenth-centu~y vill~~e. 
The peaceful tree-shaded setting provided at the fairgrounds area is now 
more appropriate than the original site which lies near a busy highway. 

The simplicity of Mount Olivet Church is typical of a great many nineteenth­
century rural churches in Arkansas. Though moved from its original site, 
the building itself has changed little since its construction. Structurally, 
the building is in excellent condition and is now undergoing minor restora­
tion efforts to return it to its original appearance . 

. i 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES July 10, 1867 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mount Olivet Methodist Church typifies the simple style of rural 
Arkansas churche~~n the_s~cond~ h~lf ~f the- ntneteenth-century . 
This Cleveland County church is a simple rectangula; struc ture with 
a gable roof and plain trim around the symmetrically-placed window 
and door openings. The functional structure consists of one large 
room, approximately forty feet by sixty feet, which was used for 
church meetings. 

According to the centennial edition of a Cleveland County newspaper, 
the early settlers in the area were predominantly of the Methodist 
faith . This fact is supported by census figures which show the 
Methodists as having the largest number of churches in the area in 
1870. Mount Olivet, constructed about 1867, is the oldest surviving 
Methodist Church in the Cleveland County~~-

On July 10, 1867, Anson and Harriet Black deeded an acre of land in 
what was then Bradley County to five trustees of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. P. Culpepper, James Charitbers, T. Harper, 
John Culpepper and Jonathon Cooper, trustees of the newly organized 
church, paid a token sum of ten dollars for a building site on the 
Pine Bluff-to-Warren road. The deed stipulates that the land be u_se~ 

"to erect and build or cause to be erected and built thereon a house 
or place of worship for the use of the members of Methodist Episcopal 
Church South .... "* 

Construction of the church is believed to have commenced soon after the 
land was acquired in 1867. Lumber was hauled by ox-drawn wagons from 
Warren, located some twenty-three miles away. Church members worked 
together to construct the building and to make the necessary furnishings 
for the interior. (Some of the original hand-hewn pews are still in 
existence and will be placed in the church when its restoration is 
complete.) 

Like other rural churches in nineteenth-century Arkansas, Mount Olivet 
Church was both a religious and social center in the surrounding community. 
Brush-arbor and tent-meeting revivals were often held on the grounds of Mount 
Olivet Church. After Sunday morning services "dinner-on-the-grounds" 
enabled church members who were often isolated during the week to visit 
and have f ellowship with other families . 
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Though .the congregation of Mount Olivet Church still meets, the 1867 
church building is no longer in use. To prevent its demolition the 
building was given to the Cleveland County Historical Society and 
moved to a new location at the county fairgrounds. 

Mount Olivet Church is now being restored by the Cleveland County 
Historical Society. The building will be used for meetings of the 
society and other groups. The church is the first of several historic 
Cleveland County structures to be moved to the county fairgrounds as 
part of a planned pioneer village. 

Though Mount Olivet Church has been moved from its original site, it 
nevertheless deserves National Register recognition because of its 
architectural and historic significance. Architecturally, Mount 
Olivet represents the simple style employed by rural churches scattered 
across Arkansas in the nineteenth century. The church building, which 
predates the organization of the county in 1873, is one of the oldest 
structures still standing in Cleveland County. Historically the construction 
of Mount Olivet Church illustrates the important role of religious 
institutions in the lives of nineteenth-century rural Arkansas people. 

*Bradley County, Deed Record Volume I, page 597. 

- - - - ------------
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November 13, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Interior Building, 18th & C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

MEMBER: 

COMMIITEE ON THE 
JUDICIARY 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE 

AND TECHNOLOGY 

This is to express my interest in the application of the 
Cleveland County, Arkansas Historical Society for the preservation 
of the 108-year-old Mt. Olivet Methodist Church in Rison, Arkansas. 

As you may know, this church wilf form the nucleus of a Pioneer 
Village that the Historical Society hopes to erect, and will serve 
as a living museum. 

I would appreciate your giving favorable consideration for this 
worthwhile project. Thank you. 

Sincerely, ~ 

&YZ-57---
Member of Congress 

RT:ar 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

FIRST STATE CAPITOL • 300 WEST MARKHAM • LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72201 

December 16 , 1975 

Mr. Ward Jandl 
Office of Nomination and Review 
National Park Service - National Register 
Department of the Interior 
18th & "C" Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ward: 

Re: Mount Olivet Methodist Church 
Rison, Cleveland County , Arkansas 

Enclosed are the additional photos you requested of Mount 
Olivet Methodist Church in Rison, Arkansas. Please add 
these photographs to our National Register nomination of 
Mount Olivet. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

a~u 
Dianna Kirk, Historian 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

DK:cm 
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