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Mt. Olivet Church is a one-storey frame structure constructed c. 1870.
The basic floor plan is rectangular with twin entries located on the
short side of the rectangle. White clapboard walls and a gable roof
of green shingles enclose the structure, which measures approximately
forty feet by sixty feet.

The simple lines of the church are broken only by window and door open-
ings, all of which have very plain trim. The windows are all six-light,
double-hung sash. The north and south elevations each feature four
such windows, and the rear of the church (east elevation) has two of
them. The symmetrical facade features two separate entries, both of
which have horizontally paneled doors. A boxed cornice with returns

is found on both gable ends of the building with a plain frieze along
both side elevations.

The simplicity of the exterior is continued in the interior of the church,
which consists of a single open room. A row of square slender posts
bisects the room, and a small raised platform lies across the northwest
corner. The original floor has been covered over, and the ceiling has
been lowered; however, restoration plans call for the removal of the floor
and ceiling alterations. The original floor and the original board and
batten ceiling are still in place.

In 1975 Mount Olivet Church was moved to a new location to prevent its
demolition. The church now rests at the Cleveland County fairgrounds,
about sixteen miles from the site where it was built. The Cleveland
County Historical Society plans to move in several other historic struc-
turesgﬁ;gmmgréﬁnd the county to reconstruct a nineteenth-century village.

The peaceful tree-shaded setting provided at the fairgrounds area is now
more appropriate than the original site which lies near a busy highway.

The simplicity of Mount Olivet Church is typical of a great many nineteenth-
century rural churches in Arkansas. Though moved from its original site,

the building itself has changed little since its construction. Structurally,
the building is in excellent condition and is now undergoing minor restora-
tion efforts to return it to its original appearance.



Kl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC : —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE )_(_.RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
- —1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 EARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY &SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —_ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
§1 800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES JulyTlo, 1867

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mount Olivet Methodist Church typifies the simple style of rural

Arkansas churches in the second
This Cleveland County church is

half of the nlneteenth—century.
a simple rectangular structure with

a gable roof and plain trim around the symmetrically-placed window

and door openings.

The functional structure consists of one large

room, approximately forty feet by sixty feet, which was used for

church meetings.

According to the centennial edition of a Cleveland County newspaper,
the early settlers in the area were predominantly of the Methodist

faith.

This fact is supported by census figures which show the

Methodists as having the largest number of churches in the area in

1870. Mount Olivet,

constructed about 1867,

is the oldest surviving

Methodist Church in the Cleveland County area.

On July 10, 1867, Anson and Harriet Black deeded an acre of land in

what was then Bradley County to
Episcopal Church, South.

five trustees of the Methodist

P. Culpepper, James Chambers, T. Harper,

John Culpepper and Jonathon Cooper, trustees of the newly organized

church, paid a token sum of ten
Pine Bluff-to-Warren road. The
"to erect and build or cause to
or place of worship for the use
Chureh South.a:.:"%

dollars for a building site on the
deed stipulates that the land be used
be erected and built thereon a house
of the members of Methodist Episcopal

Construction of the church is believed to have commenced soon after the

land was acquired in 1867.

Lumber was hauled by ox-drawn wagons from
Warren, located some twenty-three miles away.

Church members worked

together to construct the building and to make the necessary furnishings

for the interior. (Some of the
existence and will be placed in
complete.)

original hand-hewn pews are still in
the church when its restoration is

Like other rural churches in nineteenth-century Arkansas, Mount Olivet

Church was both a religious and

social center in the surrounding community.

Brush-arbor and tent-meeting revivals were often held on the grounds of Mount

Olivet Church.
enabled church members who were

After Sunday morning services "dinner-on-the-grounds"

often isolated during the week to visit

and have fellowship with other families.



EIMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REF ERENCES

Bradley County Deed Record Book, Vol. I, p. 597.

Cleveland County Herald (Rison, Arkansas), March 14, 1973,

Goodspeed Publishing Company. Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern
Arkansas. Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1890.

Wilson, Cora. "Mt. Olivet Methodist Church."
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program.

Unpublished manuscript on file with

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA OTM 0K - wr

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __l€Ss than one acre
UTM REFERENCES

All,5] [517,4]6,80 |3,745,7}1,1,0] Y PR I e
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

) e g e 7 . (5 e 2 O A 0 G0 N N e

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

DIANNA KIRK, HISTORIAN
ORGANIZATION

ARKANSA BER 9, 1975
STREET & NUMBER

TELEPHONE
300 WEST MARKHAM
CITY OR TOWN

LITTLE ROCK ARKANSAS

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
' THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL __ STATE____ LOCAL _x

DATE

501=371-1639
STATE

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
/’iéziktrt—e’ ¢;447<=w=.=£;p—,_~_4

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE GENE RICHARDSON

DATE
TITLE STATE HISTORIC SEPTEMBER 9, 1975

GPO 892.453




F?rm_ No. 19-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
receivep OCT 14 1975
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES =
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED ngg & 2B

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1

Though the congregation of Mount Olivet Church still meets, the 1867
church building is no longer in use. To prevent its demolition the
building was given to the Cleveland County Historical Society and
moved to a new location at the county fairgrounds.

Mount Olivet Church is now being restored by the Cleveland County
Historical Society. The building will be used for meetings of the
society and other groups. The church is the first of several historic
Cleveland County structures to be moved to the county fairgrounds as
part of a planned pioneer village.

Though Mount Olivet Church has been moved from its original site, it
nevertheless deserves National Register recognition because of its
architectural and historic significance. Architecturally, Mount

Olivet represents the simple style employed by rural churches scattered
across Arkansas in the nineteenth century. The church building, which
predates the organization of the county in 1873, is one of the oldest
structures still standing in Cleveland County. Historically the construction
of Mount Olivet Church illustrates the important role of religious
institutions in the lives of nineteenth-century rural Arkansas people.

*Bradley County, Deed Record Volume I, page 597.
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- RAY THORNTON ) MEMBER:

ATH DISTRIST, ARKANSAS *
A

COMMITTEE ON THE
WASHINGTON OFFICE: JUDICIARY

LT Congress of the Anited States

202-225-3772 COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE

FBouse of Representatives AND TECHNOLOGY
2520 FEDERAL BLl;G. wa sb in gtﬂn' B. ¢. 20515

PINE BLUFF, ARK. 71601
501-535-7750

November 13, 1975

Mr. Charles Herrington

Chief, Branch of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Interior Building, 18th & C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

This is to express my interest in the application of the
Cleveland County, Arkansas Historical Society for the preservation
of the 108-year-old Mt. Olivet Methodist Church in Rison, Arkansas.

As you may know, this church will form the nucleus of a Pioneer
Village that the Historical Society hopes to erect, and will serve
as a living museum.

I would appreciate your giving favorable consideration for this
worthwhile project. Thank you.

Sincerely,

”7 e

/" RAY “THOBNTON
Member of Congress

s

RT:ar



November 21, 1975

Honorsable Ray Thornton

House of :

Washington, D.C.

Deaxr Mr. Thornton:
xuwmmmmmwwm

We appreciate your interest and will provide you a reply
at the earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours,
Gary Everhardt
Director

LS (2)) w/incoming
FNP:CRBraxton: crb:11-21-75
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Hon. John L. MeClellan State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Dale Bumpers M. Gene Richardson
Hon. Ray Thornton, Jr. Acting Director

Dept. of Natural and Cultural Heritage
Regional Director, Southwest Region The Old State House

300 West Markham

\ PR MMott/je 12/8/75 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
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Honorable Ray Thornton
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Thornton:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning Mt. Olivet
Methodist Church in Rison, Arksnsas.

This property has been reviewed by the National Park
Service. We are pleased to inform you that, under the
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, it was entered in the National Register of Historic
Places on December 1, 1975.

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,
Associate
Director
bee: Ghe
Mr. Gene Richardson Reg., Dir., Southwest)

Acting Director, Department of Natural
and Cultural Heritage

The 0ld State House

300 West Markham

Little Rock, Arksnsas T2201) w/e of inc.

l/gﬁ,gée:%:g File/ P{] y PR)/ 1) 1s)/ 1s-DChron.

FNP: WJandl.aep' 12/2/75



ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

FIRST STATE CAPITOL ¢« 300 WEST MARKHAM ¢ LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201
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December 16, 1975 O &
Y v }1‘(] \
[ n‘,f'? s
3 i 197¢
Mr. Ward Jandl \ /

. Lo . ATIONA
Office of Nomination and Review iiygTE
National Park Service - National Register N ER
Department of the Interior &fg'ﬁ\ o
18th & "C" Streets, N.W. SITis )

Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: Mount Olivet Methodist Church
Rison, Cleveland County, Arkansas

Dear Ward:
Enclosed are the additional photos you requested of Mount
Olivet Methodist Church in Rison, Arkansas. Please add
these photographs to our National Register nomination of
Mount Olivet.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Learn. Sl
Dianna Kirk, Historian
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

DK:cm

Enclosures

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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