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1. Name of Property

Historic name  Webster Municipal Buildings Historic District

Other names/site number  Webster Plaza

2. Location

street & number 350 Main Street, 29 Negus Street, and 2 Lake Street . not for publication
city of town  Webster O vicinity

State  Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01570

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

hereby certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level{s) of significance:

national statewide local
Signature of certifying official Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date
Title State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official

Title

4. Natioruil Park Service Certification
I, hereby.ycertify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lignature ("ihe Keepei Date of Action



Webster Municipal Buildings Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private building(s)
X public - Local X district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
private building(s)
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT/Town Hall
EDUCATION/Secondary School, Grammar School

EDUCATION/Library
RECREATION AND CULTURE/Monument

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19™" AND 20™-CENTURY
REVIVALS/Classical Revival

Worcester County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do net include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

3 0 buildings

0 0 sites

1 1 structures

5 1 Objects
buildings

9 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT/Town Hall

VACANT/Not in Use

EDUCATION/Library

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ Monument

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls: BRICK; CONCRETE

roof: ASPHALT
other: STONE/Granite; METAL/Bronze
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if
necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its
location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Webder Municipd Buildings Higtoric Didtrict is Stuated in downtown Webdter, Massachusdatts The town is bound on
the west by Dudley, the north by Oxford, on the eest by Douglas, and on the south by Thompson, CT. The municipd
digrict forms the tarminus of Webster's commerdd digtrict, and aregtes atrangtiond goeoe bewean the commearad
dructures to the west and the resdentia buildings to the eest. The didtrict, which hes a period of Sgnificance extending
from 1908 to 1961, is composed of the following resources: the Bartlett High Schodl (origindly nemed Wester High
Schodl, ad currently known as the Anthony J. Sitkowski Schoal; Phatograph 20), the Welster Town Hall (Phatograph 4),
the Cheger C. Corbin Public Library (Photogrgpoh 15), the Soldiers Monument (Phatograph 11), a granite horse trough
(Photogrgph 25), two Civil War-era howitzers (photograph 6), agareoo (photogrgph 19), and the Veterans Court of Honor
(Pratogrgph 12). All buildings, dructures, and objects on the Ste are in good condition. These resources ae araged in a
park-like stting thet isa significant grean goece in downtown Webdter. The landscgaing festures wel-maintained meture
trees and shrubbay as wdl as open oece

The municipd didrict isbounded to the north by Main Srest (MA Route 12) and Lake Stredt, to the west by Church
Sred, to the south by Negus Stredt, and to the esst by aouitting resdentia property es shown on the attached assessors megp
and described morefiilly in section 10. Resdentid buildings are located to the south and eedt of the municipd ditrict. The
United Church of Chrigt Fedarated to the wedt, and the Main Sreat Higtoric Didtrict (NR 1982) to the north and wed,
aompose the remaining surrounding building stodk. The Webder Municipd Buildings Higtoric Didtrict is located
goproximatdyfiveblocks esdt of the rallroad, which runs north-south through the town. Interdate 3% provides a mgor
north-south automobile thoroughfare for Webdater betwean Woroester and Providence, RI, and islocated to the eedt of the
municipd digtrict.

Narrative Description

The Weter Municipd Buildings Higtoric Didtrict isvisudly digtinctfromthe surrounding commerdd ad residentia
building gock (Photographs 1, 2, and 14). The digtrict is comyposed of Classcad Revivd municipd buildingsand a
combination of objects and dructures that compemant the architecture, scale, and messing of the buildings The Main
Srest Higtoric Disfrict (NR 1982) enocompesses the buildings a 175299 and 228-274 Man Stredt, which is ane block west
of the municipa disfrict. Thiscommerdd corridor iscomposed of one- to threestory mesorry buildingsthet dete to the
ad of the 19¢ and early 20" centuries These buildings represant arange of architectura syles mary of which are
vamecular interpretations of then-popular yles typicd of commerdd corridors Thus the architecturd unity and scde of
the municipd didfrict dandsin dark contragt to the variety found dong Main Strest. The didtrict isfurther ddinegted by its
landscaped grean Soece, areting a naturd boundary betwean the commerdd, residentid, and civic aress in downtown
Weder.

INVENTORY OF RESOURCES (See atached didrict data shedt.)

1 Bartlett High Schod (1903-5; renodded ca. 1927-8)

The Bartlett High Schodl Building isdesgned in the Classcd Revivd gyle The building isathree- ad four-gory
building (due to denges in grade) with a rased besamat (Phatogrgph 22). Exterior wals are laid in six-course, Hemish
bond brick. The principa fafade (south) faces Negus Sirest, and features dtemating, five-bay-wide souare projections A
concrete water table tops the besamat leve, which isfini shedwith coursed brickwork. Doors and windows & the

(continued)
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basament level have splayed brick lintels. The flat roof is ornamented with an ogee-profiled parapet, denticulated comice,
and wide frieze. The school was remodded and enlarged in 1927-1928, but the 1903-1905 schooal building is extant a the
eadlem end (Photographs 19 and 21) of the Negus Street € evation, where three concrete pandsread "Bartlett High
School." The original portion of the building isdso distinct due to its arched window openings, window openings onthe
remainder of the school building are rectangular.

The centra projecting bay on the Negus Sfreet elevation holds the main entrance to the school, which is st within en
arched door opening (Photograph 20). The double doors are replacements, dating to the 1970s The door opening hes a
surround compasad of ascrolled keystone and squere Tuscan columns. Situated above the door surround is lettering that
reeds"ANTHONY J. SITKOWSKI SCHOOL," the present-day nameof Bartlett High School. The first story of the centrd
projecting bay isclad in concrete, with pilagters separating the main entrance and the adjacent window openings. The
upper two stories of the projecting central bay are brick with concrete Corinthian pilagters rising from the bese of the
second story to the comice. Windows on the second story, Stuated between the pilagters, have ogee-profiled lintels and
soandrd panels. The centrd projecting bay istopped with a denticulated pediment; the pediment hes acircular clock
omamented with araised floral motif.

Fenedration isregularly placed on all devations, and the large window openings hold replacement 88 double-hung
windows with infill pandsdating to the 1970s. For the Negus Street (south), eest, and north eevations, windows on the
first story have concrete lug sills and aconcrete lintel course. Second-gory windows have solayed brick lintels with
concrete keysgones and concrete lug sills. Third-story windows have concrete lug sills and splayed brick lintels. Thewest
elevation has an entrancewith an arched concrete surround; the coursed concrete surround hes an ogee-profiled
entablature. A double-leaf door, not origina to the building, is dtuated in thisentrance. An historic, ogee-profiled lintel, a
ribbon of double-hung windows, and afanlight top the door. A secondary entrance is located on the eedt elevation a the
first story, which isaoove grade. The entrance is fronted with abrick stair. The entrance holds areplacement door with
sddights and atransom, dating to the 1970s

Each floor of the school features a centra, double-loaded corridor, with dassooms ddineated of f either Sde and restroom
facilities provided in each of the ends adjacent to the shared auditorium. White tile wainscoting and linoleum flooring are
present in the corridors. Historic dassroom features such as chakboards, built-in cupboards and bookshelves, as well as
pocket-doors (closets) dso remaininsome, but not all rooms. Some dassrooms feature wood basgboards, chair-rails, and
full-height cellings, while others havereceived acougtical-tile drop ceilings and have had their historicfini shesremoved.

Concurrent with the expangon of Bartlett High Schoadl (ca 1927-1928), the town of Webster commissioned the design and
congruction of its new town hall. Asa cost-saving meeaure, the two buildings were congructed with a shared auditorium
facility that provides an intemal connection between the school and the towTi hall. Thetwo-gtory auditorium connector
(photos 18, 23) is constructed of six-course, Hemish-bond brick to match the coursaing of the schoal building. A flat roof
with adenticulated comice and widef ri ezecovers the auditorium. The eest and west devations of the auditorium are
identical, and feature 6/6 double-hung windows on the first story with splayed brick lintels, keysones, and concrete lug
sills. Second story windows are 20/15 double-hung seshes with fanlights. The arched openings have soldier lintels and are
st on concrete lug sills. Each eevation hes adouble-leaf door with a splayed brick lintel and keystone. The west elevation
door isfronted with concrete seps due to grade, wheressthe eest elevation door is a ground level. The auditorium segts
1,638 people, with seating on the ground floor and abacony on the eest, west, and north eevations. The ceiling is
coffered, the beemsencasad in panded wood. The Sageis located a the south elevation. The gage framing ismolded and
omamented with afloral motif (Photograph 26).

2. Webgter Town Hall (ca. 1927-28)

The Webgter Town Hall dso dates to 1927-1928, and is an excdllent example of the Classica Reviva style. With its
principal faBade facing Main Streat (north), the building is2/2 gories in height and deven bayswide (Photograph 3). The
building is congmcted of sx-course, FHlemish-bond brick set on aconcrete foundation. Panded concrete quoins adom eech

(continued)
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comer of the building. A hipped roof pierced by eyebrow dormers covers the town hall. A denticulated comice with awide
frieze adomsthe building. A cupola/clock tower, salvaged from the 1903-1905 portion (eest end) of the schoal building, is
located on the roof a its intersection with the building's portico. The cupola/clock tower isin excdlent condition;
according to historic images, minimal dterations occurred &s it was transferred from school to town hall.

Typical of the style, afiill-height portico fronts the five central bays on the faBade (Photograph 5). |onic columns support
the pediment, which, consgtent with the comice, is omamented with dentils. Three double-leaf entrance doors are located
within the portico a the first story. The entrances are situated within inset-arched openings, a molded concrete surround
with a gplayed keystone frames each opening. Blind arches top each door. Each arch is adomed with acircular medalion
that is omamented with afloral motif (Photograph 7). The remainingfirst-storybayswithin the portico feature rectangular,
&/6 double-hung windows, with concrete lug sills and splayed-brick lintels with keystones. Second-story window openings
=t within the portico hold 1515 double-hung sash with fanlights. Second-gory windows have concrete lug sills and
soldier lintelswith keystones. Fenestration on the remainder of the Main Stret levation, as well as on the eest, west, and
south devations, condgts of single, rectangular window openings that hold 12/12 double-hung sash. Window openings
feature concrete lug sills and splayed-brick lintelswith keystones. Second-story windows have concrete lintel pands above
the keystones. Secondary enfrances are located on both the eest and west dlevations. Molded, arched concrete surrounds
with keystones frame each entrance. The entrances hold double-leaf replacement doors topped by ogee-profiled lintels and
blind fanlights. Decorative concrete swags are located above the secondary entrances,

The public gpacesin the town hall building are richly decorated with forged iron rails, inlaid marble floors, and marble
panded walls. The entry rotunda is open to aleaded, glass-dome ceiling within the second floor, which isbacklit for a
dramatic effect. Pilagters and niches articulate the walls that support the dome. The lobby walls are adomed with bronze
plagues listing those who served in the Civil and Spanish American wars, as well as World War | and |1, A howitzer,
similar to those sited on the grounds of the municipa disfrict, ison display in the town hall lobby (Photograph 27).

3. Chester C. Corbin PublicLibrary (1920)

The public library was constmcted in 1920 and exhibits Craftsman-style massing with Classica Reviva details
(Photograph 15). The two-story-plus, raised basameantt, building isof masonry congtruction with a stretcher-bond brick
veneer. The library is st on aconcrete foundation, which isvisible on the west devation due to the grade of the site. A
shallow, hipped roof with overhanging eaves covers the library; the roof hes an exterior-end chimney of brick constmction.
The library has amodillioned comice with asoldier course mnning beneeth it. The soldier course dso sarvesas the lintel
ocoursefor the second-gtory windows. A flat, concrete sill coursemns dong dl devations a the bottom of the second-gtory
windows. Below the second-story sill courseis asoldier course, which forms thefirst-storylintel course Second-gory
windows are &8 double-hung sash. The south eevation only hes second-story windows. On the north and west devations,
first story windows are fixed, four-light seeh, st on asoldier sill course. First-story windows on the eedt levation ae a
combination of double-hung and fixed light windows. Double-hung windows on the eest devation, which are dso found a
the basameant level, are st on concrete lug sillswith soldier lintels. Basement-levd windows on the north elevation are dso
double-hung and st on concrete lug sillswith soldier lintels. The basement level on the west dlevation is above ground due
to grade, and features 8/8 double-hung windowswith soldier lintels; sills for thesewindows are formed by the exposed
foundation.

The library has two entrances, one facing north onto Lake Sfreet, and one facing west onto the municipal area. The north-
facing entrance hes aftill-height Classicd Reviva-gyle portico (Photograph 16). Paired lonic columns support an
entablature with apediment; "PUBLIC LIBRARY" isengraved on the frieze. The entranceis st within the portico and
framed with aconcrete door surround that is omamented with an ogee-profiled comice and scrolled brackets. Threefour-
light windows sit above the surround. The pand ebove the entrance reeds " Chester C. Corbin Foundation." The entrance
holds double-leaf replacement doors. The west-facing entrance isaso Classical Revivd in style. Paired lonic pilagters
which rise from the basement level to the top of the first story, are topped with an entablature and frame the entrance. A

(continued)
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concrete door surround, identical to the surround on the north eevation, is Stuated within the pilasters and entablature. A
group of four single-light windows are located atop the concrete surround. The surround hes ablind transom and holdsa
single-leaf replacement door and siddlight. At the second story, Tuscan pilastersframeapand that reeds"CHESTER C

CORBIN PUBLIC LIBRARY ERECTED AD MCMXX."

Theinterior of the library is composed of large open goaces with partition walls delineating office and sarvice arees. The
oaces generdly retain their historic gopearancewith the origina ceilingsand window moldings intact. Carpet has been
ingtaled and some piping is exposed.

4. Soldiers Monument (1907)

Dedicated in 1907, the Soldiers Monument was designed to commemorate Webgter resdents who served in the Union
Army during the Civil War (1861-1865; Photograph 11). The monument's main inscripfion reeds, "ERECTED BY THE
TOWN OF WEBSTER, A.D. 1907, TO COMMEMORATE THE SERVICE OF HER SONSWHO DID HTEIR PART TO
PRESERVE THE UNION-1861-1865." The monument is congmcted of granite and bronze, and rises 40 feet from the
ground (Photogrgphs 9 and 10). The bese hes four granite pedegtdsrising slightly aove the main base. The Sde devaions
of each pedestd ae omamented with laurel wreethes. Full-scale bronze soldiers dand aop eech pedestd in a different
position and wear different clothing; each soldier representsadifferent branch of the service-navy, infantry, cavdry, axd
artillery. Between eech pedestd is abronze tablet, eech of which bears the namesof those Webgter men who sarved in the
Union Army. A centra granite shaft rises eighteen feet from the base. The square shaft is omamented with crossed flagson
two sdes. A bronze eegle sits where the base and the cenfral shaft met; the eegle faces Main Street. The other two sides of
the shaft are omamented with starsand other Greek-influenced designs. A full-scale bronze soldier is Sited aop the centrd
shaft, ébove abease with a Corinthian capitd; the soldier holds aUnion flag. An iron fence dating to the 1920s and painted
black, encircles the monument. The omamenta fence features regularly goaced fleur-de-lis.

5. Veterans Court of Honor (1953-ca.2003)

Stuated eedt of the Soldiers Monument isthe Veterans Court of Honor (Photogrgphs 8, 9). Originally, the Ste conssted
of two war memorials-Korea (constmcted 1953) and Vietnam (constructed ca. 1974-1980). The Korean War monument is
arectangular granite tablet with inscriptions for those soldiers who lost their livesin that conflict, while the Vietham
monument is ablack granite rhombus similarly inscribed with names

On Memoria Day 2003, the town of Webgter dedicated the Veterans Court of Honor, which incorporated the Korean and
Vietnam monuments into alarger memoria. The court includes additional monuments commemorating POW/MIAs, Gold
Sar Mothers, Purple Heart recipients, and soldiers who died in World War |1 (Photograph 12). The court isfinishedwith
brick pavers, many of which contain memoria or commemorative inscriptions, and a semi-circular half-wall a the south
end of the court. With the exception of the World War || memorid, which features abronze soldier aop a granite bese, the
newer memorids are sguare or rectangular fonetablets. With the exception of the Korean War monument, the Veterans
Court is a noncontributing resource because the memorial markers init are lessthan 50 yearsold. The Veterans Court of
Honor is neverthd ess an important component in the civic complex.

6. GraniteHorseTrough (19* century, moved to the Ste ca. 1953)

A horse-watering trough was moved to the municipa districtin 1953 from its previous location a Snow's Comer, the
intersection of School and Ash sreets in southwestern Webdter. Itsexact date of constmction is unknown, but it reportedly
good in Snow's Comer for mogt of the 19* century.’

(continued)
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The granitefroughmeearesfive-and-a-hal ffeet by three feet (photograph 25). Two  bronze plagues were inddled on the
trough, one in 1963 and assoond in 1965. The ingoriptions reed "MovedfromSows Comear 1953" ad "Maintained in
loving mamary of Louise Barker Dugaen 1965, respectively. Thetrough is located neer the northwest comer of the Bartlett
High Schod building, where it currently sarves as a planter. In itscurrent location for morethen 0 years it isconddared a
contributing demat in the presant nomination.

7-8. Civil War-eraHowitzers (ca. 1830, placed on current dteca. 1907-1913)

The Civil War-ra howitzers with rdatively short barrds (Photogrgph 6) originalyflankedthe Soldiers Monument
(FHaure2); following the congmction of the town hal, the howitzers were moved to their current locations flankingthe
wakway to the building. The howitzers ae mounted on wheded metd carriages and St on conarete peds

9. Gazebo (ca. 2000)

A gardo islocaed to the eedt of the auditorium connectar and north of the schod building (Photogrgoh 19). The garzeo,
congmaed ca 2000, istopped by aconicd roof thetflaresa its bese into a handecagon (devenrsded) to metch the hgoe
of the gazebo's bese Theroof hes adecoraive finial. Souare wood posts aupport the roof, which is adomed with a
scdloped frieze board. The gezdoo's bdugters aound the beee of the dmcture ad the gairs ae jig-sawn with a curved

pattem.

Archasdlogical Description

While no andat Native American gtes are known within the didfrict, itispossble that Stes ae presat. One andeatt Ste
isrecorded in the gengrd area (within ane mile). That dte, 19-WR-816, oocupies ariverine tarace location, amilar to the
proposed digtrict's, n the eesteam share of the French River goproximatdy one-hdf mile south of the higtoric didtrict.
Environmentd characteridicsof the didfrict rgoresant some locationd criteria (dope, soil dranege, proximity to wetlands)
that are favorablefor the presance of andat Native American dtes The higtoric disfrict oocoupies alevd to moderady
doping riverine tarace within 1,000 feet of the Frech River, pat of the Thames River drainege Sail typesin the didtrict
retain charateridicsof both naturd and urben land types. Naturd soils are represanted by wdl-drained, ssndy soils in
glacia-till ydands They were formedin frigble gladd till overlying firm glacd till. Urbanland soil types are dso well-
draned soilsfoundin arees that have bean dtered by filling or grading for buildings, parking lots, ad ather urben
dructures. Urbanland soil types ae mare characteridic of the didrict locde. Given the ebove information, the 9ze of the
digrict (3.39 acres), congmction of the extant municipa buildings, and congmcfion axd demalition of the earier
resdentid buildings desribed bdow, alov potentid exigsfor recovering intact andent Native American resources in the
digrict. Any andent resouross that were present were desroyed by the congmction desaribed doove

A modaae potentid exigts for locaing historic achaedlogicd  resources in the digtrict. Stmcturd evidence may survive
from the Abner Bartlett House (no longer extant) origindly located on land purdhesed for the library. The Bartlett House
origindly fronted on Lake Strest neer its intersection with Main Srest. Smaurd evidence may o survive from sevard
large houses located on Man and Church Stredts, ad afew dwelingson Negus Stret, induded in the town's 1923
purchese of land for the Town Pak Square None of these houses aurvives in the didfrict today. Other higtoric buildings
that may survive as archasdlogicd gtesin the didrict indude the Pardon Davis-Roeddbronn Houss, moved to meke room
for the Soldier's Monumeant just north of the high schodl, and Webster's origind fire gation a the Steof the new Town
Hall, a the south end of Schod Sirest. SImaurd evidence of bams gables, outbuildings, and archeedlogicd evidence of
occupationd-rdaed features (trash pits, privies, wels) maey d<o survive in the Stes of resdentid buildings.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying tlie property
for National Register listing)

PY B
Cc
X
D

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

A

B

owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Worcester County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1903-1962

Significant Dates

1903-5-Construction of original Bartlett High School
1907-Construction of the Soldiers’ Monument
1920-Construction of the library
1927-8-Construction of town hall and school remodel
1953-Construction of Korean War Memorial
Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Edward I|. Wilson (Bartlett High School)

Edward L. Tilton (Corbin Public Library)

M. A. Dyer and Company (Town Hall/HighSchool/

Auditorium)
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Period of Significance (judtification)

The period of significance beginsin 1903 with the constmction of the Bartlett School and endsin 1962, the National Park
Service's gandard 50-yeer cut-off for achieving historical significance. All resourcesinthe district that were constmcted

or moved into the district during the period of significance are contributing historic resources. The significant dates noted
on the cover form (1903-1905, 1907, 1920, 1927-1928, and 1953) represent the dates that contributing historic resources

were either built or placed in the district.

Criteria Condderations (explanation, if necessary) N/A

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide asummary paregraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria)

The Webger Municipal Building Historic District is significant & the local level under National Regider CriteriaA and C.
The district is significant under Criterion A as an excdlent, intact example of amunicipal center dating to the 1920s It
illustrates the coaescence of civic functions into amunicipal center in downtown Webgter following the town's increasing
population and prosperity a the tum of the 20* century. The large scale of the municipal buildings acknowledges the
expanded role of municipal govemment, and the town's aspirations for continued growth. The district is dso significant
under Criterion Cfor its consgtent use of Classicd Reviva architecture within apark-like setting. The Classicad Reviva
styling of the buildings within the district crestes a senseof architectural cohesveness, and projectsan image of strength
and unity for the municipality. The harmonious scale and styling of the buildings provides aunified fed to the civic center,
forging a grong town identity and reinforcing a commitment to civic vaues. The objectsand smctureswithin the district
complement the Classcal Reviva architecture and the park like setting within which they are located. The Webder
Municipal BuildingsHistoric District retainsits integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
asociation.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide a least one paragraph for eech areaof significance)

Community Planning and Development: The Webgtler Municipa Building Disfrict evolved over time, as commercid and
civic interests in Webgter shifted away from the railroad and toward the eastem portion of town. What is now the town's
civic center was initially developed with scattered residential properties. 1n 1903, the Bartlett School, the first municipal
building within the present boundaries of the historic district, was constmcted. Following the congtruction of the high
school, acivic-gponsored monument to Civil War participants was dedicated in 1907. Sceattered resdentia buildings
surrounded these early municipal resources and outnumbered them. During the 1920s the construction of anew public
library sgnded the beginning of the areglstransformation from predominantly resdentia to civicin nature. Following the
congtmgction of the library, the town purchased the remaining resdentia ssmctures inthe areg, with the intention of
removing them from the dte, constmcting atown hall, remoddiing and enlarging the high school, and connecting the two
buildings with an auditorium.

Architecture: The Classicad Reviva syle rose to popularity for civic and domestic buildings during the last decedeof the
19™ century, and remained popular well into the 20* century. The Chicago World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 was
pat of arevived interest inclassica architecture. Exposition planners and well-known architects crested a classica theme,
resulting inthe congmction of dramatic colonnaded buildings. The publicity gamered by the exposition contributed to
making the Classca Reviva syle popular throughout the country. Monumental scale, symmetrica facades, full-height
porches, and lonic and Corinthian columns were all classically inspired features that expressed the srength and optimism
of the new century in America, making the Classcd Revival style anatura choice for public buildings. The buildingsin
the Webgter Municipal Buildings Historic District are well-detailed examplesof the style, and are significant on the local
level under Criterion C.

(continued)
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Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Samud Sater (1768-1835), looking to expand his business and establish anew textile mill, settled in the present-day town
of Webger (formerly known as Oxford South Gore) in 1812. Oxford South Gore was an idedl setting for atextile mill due
to itswater supply and ebundant Iabor force. Constmction of the Green Mill occurred during 1812; by January 1813, the
mill was officially operating, spinning cotton intoyam. A dyeworkswas built a& Green Mill during 1813, and yamfrom
Sater's other mills was shipped to Oxford South Gore for dying. In 1814, Sater bought into the woolen manufacturing
busness, and continued to buy property in what is now Webger

In 1831, Sater, whose mill holdingsin the areahed increesed since 1812, organized an attempt to incorporate anew town
comprised of the Eadt, South, and North villages associated with hismill holdings. A petition to incorporate, Sgned by 172
resdents of Oxford and Dudley, was filed with the Massachusetts Generd Court. Degpite protests from resdents of the
neighboring towns. Sater's influencein the legidature led to the incorporation of Webster on March 6, 1832. The town
was named after Massachusatts Senator Danid Webster, whom Sater admired

At the time of its incorporation, Webger had a single dore, with the town center & "Four Comers'-the intersection of
Saer and Eagt Main streets, which is gpproximately amile eest of the Municipal Buildings Historic District. Development
in Webgter occurred quickly following incorporation. One of the first orders of budnesswas the esablishment of a
committee to divide the town into five school districts, asysem that lasted until 1867." The District Five Schoolhouse (NR
1991) was the first school congtmcted in Webgter. It dates to 1835, and wes sold to the historical society in 1963. The
school, now referred to as the Little Red School House, islocated a the intersection of Hill and School streets (449 School
Street).

In 1840, anorth-south railroad line-the Norwich & Worcester Railroad - was edablished, linking Webster to Norwich,
CT, and Worcester, MA. A depot was erected near the tracks on the west Sde of Webder, where the railroad followsthe
French River corridor. The location and increasing importance of the railroad station fostered the shift of business and
population from Four Comers (East Main Siret) to the westem sSde of town, afew blocks eedt of the present-day
municipal disfrict. Astimewent on, the westem end of Webger became known as "Depot Village.™

In 1843, the E & G Walcott Co.basad a portion of its shoe manufacturing production in Depot Village, further driving the
population shift to the western end of town. Henry E. Bugbee, anative of Natick, MA, represented the owners. Bugbee
initially rented aroom at the Bradbury Tavem, dso known as the Railroad House. During the mid-1840s, Bugbee
employed approximately 50-60 resdents of the village to work for the shoe manufactory. These employees performed the
shoebinding and bottoming & their own houses, on shoes that hed been cut in Natick factories. Bugbee went on to become
a prominent Websgter citizen and sdectman A second school building was erected in 1847; it was known as the School
Stret School and located on what came to be known as School Street. The School Street School was replaced in 1869 with
alarger building. The original wood schoolhouse was divided into two parts. One portion was moved to Crosby Street and
becamethe Bergner House, the fate of the other portion of the school building is unclesr.

Depot Village, the emerging busness center of Webder, encompassad South Main Street and the areasurrounding the
railroad-including present-day High, School, Mechanic, and Church streets Formally laid out in 1851, Main Sireet had
once been acountry road, and part of the Great Trail used by Native Americans. Main Street sretched from Merino Bridge

(continued)

2 ‘Slater's Mark: Samuel Slater and the Founding of Webster," http:/Awwv.oldewebster.com/home historv.htm. accessed July 31, 2009.
A Mrazlk, John, et.al., Webster (Chicago: Arcadia Publishing, 2005), 7.

Beard, Christine, Thompson School, Webster." National Register Nomination, 1989.
* Depof Village, Area Fonn H, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1978.

° Depof Village, Area Fonn H, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1978.
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to "Carney's Comer,”" presantly identified as the intersection of Leke ad Main gredts, the northem boundary of the
Municipd BuildingsHigtoric Didtrict. By the time Main Srest wes formaly estadlished, the built ervironment of Depot
Village-conggting of the rallroad tracks, freight sheds and buildings-formed a square The souare, which wes Stuated in
front of the Hdmes block, featured a centraly placadflagpol eand ahitching rail for peope coming into town for busness
On May 24, 1880, the souare wes destribed in the Weeter Times which noted thet by removing atank house and sheds
"some tweve or fifteen hundred squere feet are added to the hitherto limited goeoe - devated to the use of Sages
exresss, ad pessagas a the degpat. The heatt of the village now presents the gopearance of alarge square, unbroken
sve whaeitisaassd by the rallroad track.” The square wes cdled Rallroad Square The downtown continued to grow
and thrive during the 18705 by 1876, Depat Village boegted three hatds That sae year, it wes noted, Webdter begen "to
asue the legitimate agoads of a country village" while presanting "atrifle more of life then the typicad New England
town," including "the arriva of the moming trains ad the news which they bring of the great world aoout us ad from the
dweay ddls ad playful bedinege of the butcher's, the beker's ad the barber’'s assdant.” »

Additiond rallroads were estadlished through Weder during the lagt hdf of the 19¢ century-the Bodon, Hartford & Erie
Rallroad in the 1800s and the Providence, Webder & Springfidd Railroad in the 1880s The presance of these rallroad
lines sourred the growth of Webdter'sindudrid bege through the end of the 19* century, egpeddly the textile mills and the
shoamaking indudry. Soares of immigrants settled in Weodter, sseking work in these expanding indudries. The rising
populaion fostered evar mare growth in Webdter's budness ad retail sactor. During this period, Webder became a
commerdd destination, with resdents of surrounding towns traveling there to teke advantege of the numerous products
ad savices avalablen

GROWTH OF MUNICIPAL FUNCTIONSIN WEBSTER

By the 1840s ad 18505 Webdea hed achievad levds of damogrgohic concentration and economic interdgpendence that
fostered an increedng sengtivity to commund respongibilities. This period ushered in an expanded nation of the public
good and public nesds which increased the need for an identifiable, centrdized, and effective town govemmat to
coordingte community reections to public nesds The formdized sase of public interest and the palitica leedarship
conditioned dl issues and controvarses expaiencad by Webder dtizens during this period. Although town medings dete
to the Colonid ea ad have dways savad as an araa for dtizens to express thar views on town issues indudridization
fostered, acoording to higorian Jonathen Pnde, "more extendve ad explicit expressons of the commonwed and an
inclination to implement these expressons through town govemment.™

Webdter illudrated its broedened sanse of civic senshilities in sevard ways during the 1840s ad 1850s The manegamat
of town affairs in Webde became increeangly indtitutiondized during this period in regponse to the growing industria
bese and populafion, which doubled betwean 1840 and 1830 from 1408 to 2912 persons™ In 1843, the town bagen to
financidly beck the establishmeant of roeds ad in 1846, the town established af i recompeny asfire protection began to
s a8 acommunity-wide regponsbility. The town of Webdter assumed respongbility for awork farmin 1849, following
exampesin the neghboring towns of Oxford and Dudley. The work farm provided support for Weladter's poor. By the
13405 education wes viewed as a responghility of the whale town; dthough this view implied an equd digtribution of
resources throughout the schod sygem, Webdter, smilar to Oxford and Dudley, continued to bdieve esch schod should
draw financid suppart only from its own district. Although funding remained besed in eech schod didrict through this
period, the town's cantrd schodl committee achieved gregter power. The schod committee wes adle to edadlish a
uniformity of booksin al the schodsin 1841 ad centrdized the process of hiring of teecharsin 1855."

(continued)

' Depof Village Area Form H, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1978.
N Mrazik, John et al., IVe/jsfer (Chicago: Arcadia Publishing, 2005)7-8.
" Prude, Jonathan. The Coming of Industrial Order: Town and Factory Life in Rural Massachusetts, 1810-1860 (Amherst; University of Massachusetts
Press, 1983 .-238-244.
~°lbid, 242-4, 271.
" Ibid.,240-241.
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Prior to 1855, Weder hed no purpose-built town hdl or library; Welsster's town offices rented and ocoupied the besamnat
of the town's Methodist Church (not extant), which wes located on the north Sde of Man Sredt & itsintersection with
Church Strest, just outgde the boundaries of the municipd didtrict. The church was condmaed in the 1830s with the hdp
of the Sater family. Samud Sater trandarred land to the congregationthen known as the Wedeyan Methodigt Society-
after his son Gaorge hed hdpad organize their building committee Samud Sater mecke it dear, however, that hewished to
retain control of the church besamat. Heintended to rent it to Webder as atown hall, which would enebde him to retain a
drong hand in the palitical life of Weder. According to Jonethen Prude, Sater’'s confrol over the church's besamat
worked to ""symbadlize the new community’s rdiance on Saer family holdings” Webder continued to hald its town
medings in the besaat and pay rent for the goece until a new purpose-built town hal wes congructed in 1855 after the
Sater family withdrew from active political leedership. The new town hall wes condmaed a the south end of Schodl
Srect, whare the origind fire dation hed been located. Schod Stredt intersects with South Main Streat three blocks west of
the present-day municipd digtrict. Responding to adatelav, Webder voted to indude goece for a high schod in the town
hall."»

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Jd prior to the Civil War, Wede textile mills employed mare people then the mills in neighboring Oxford and Dudley.
By 1855 Webhder hed seven textile mills, induding the Sater mills, which employed & leest hdlf of al locd operdives In
1860, Weldtea's miills provided employmant to goproximatdy three-fifths of the mill workers living in Webdter, Oxford,
and Dudey.” Following the Civil War and through the tum of the 20* century, shoameking remeined avital ad profitable
indudtry for Wede. By thefirst decade of the 19005 however, Webder shoameking logt out to other imports and to
other, more cogt-effective, manufecturing canters in the United Stiates Throughout this period, however, Webdter's
eoconomy wes buoyed by the textile mills. Although meny northem textile mills begen loang out to mills eseblished in the
south following Recongmation, millsin Webder, espeddly the Sater mills, remained adtive and profitable. Betwean
182 ad 1902, the South and Eadt villages gamared anud profits averaging just under half amillion dollars from the

mills, and enployed goproximatdy 1,600 persons™

Webge's mill-rdated prosperity and population, dong with afire, prompted the congmction of afreestandinghigh schod
to replace the exidting high schod located in the 1855 town hdl building. In 1870, when the town hal wes desroyed by
fire, the town organized a building committee, saoured land, hired Worcester architects Earle and Fuller, and built Webgter
High Schod on the west 9de of Progoact Stret, south of its junction with Eagt Man Sfredt. In the late 18805 the neme of
the school was dhanged to the Rock Cadle Schod (NR 1989; extant as an goartmeant building). It remained in use as a high
schod until 1906, after which time it saved a variety of educationd purposss™

By the e of the 19" century, the Rodk Castle Schod hed beoome overcrowded, and a new larger dmcture wes needed to
eese congedion and aoccommodate an increeaing Sudant body. Thus thefirst building consdmded in the Weder
Municipa Buildings Higtoric Didtrict wes the nev Webder High Schod (Bartlett High Schoal). Consmction begen in
1903, besad on plans dravn by architect Edward |. Wilson, and the schod opened to dudents in 1906, At the time, the
surrounding blocks hed low-dendty resdentid devdopment. The sthod (the eest block of the presant building, figure 2)
wes 2R doriesin haght with a rased besamat. It displayed demants of bath the Colonid Revivd and Classcd Revivd
dyles. A hipped roof with dormers coveraed the schodl building, while interior brick diimneys with corbdled cgos pieroed
the roofline. A denticulated comice with awide frieze omamanted the building. A cupolaldock tower donated by Ceptan
Amos Bartlett topped the schoadl. The principd faBede with main entry, facing Negus Sirest, hed a centrd, projecting bey

(continued)

\bid.. 241, 253.
" \bid, 189-190.
AUbid, 259-260.
Beard, Christine. Rock Castle School National Register Nomination. 1989.
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with ahalf-hipped roof. In 1913, the school was renamed Bartlett High School, in honor of Captain Amos Bartlett who
saved in the 15F Massachusetts Regiment during the Civil War. Bartlett had aso taught & Webster High School and
saved as asdectmen for the town.”

Architect Edward |. Wilson was awell-known Boston architect whose documented commissons include severd schools, a
Masonic temple, and amonument. The Bartlett High Schoal is one of Wilson's first known works. Other commissons
include Maiden's Marcia P. Browne Junior High School (1905, NR 2000), and Revere High School.”* The Revere High
Schooal building committee accepted Wilson's plans on June 16, 1907, the building was estimated to cost $100,000. After
the Revere High School, Wilson designed the ChdseaMasonic Temple (1910, NRDIS 1985). Wilson went on to design the
Mansfield High School (1911). In 1925, he was commissioned to design anew dementary school in Brighton, estimated a
$140,000." In 1926, Wilson designed amemorid to Robert D. Smith of Wollaston, secretary of the American Granite
Association from 1906-1924.°

In 1907, thetown of Webster erected a monument to commemorae the townsmen who had sarved in the Civil War. As
early a5 1865, the community expressed the dedire to build amonument to thosewho sarved in the Union Army. Webster's
role inthe Civil War was notable, sending 367 out of a population of 4,000, which was 57 more than their quota. The
Webgter men who volunteered to servein the Union Army referred to themsdaves as "Sater Guards' after the Sater mills.
A veteran's group was founded in 1868; the group was known as the Nathaniel Lyon Pogt, Grand Army of the Republic,
named after Generd Lyon, who perished inbattle. Generd Lyon's gter, Sophronia B. Hader, was aWebger resdent.
Despite community support, a monument was not commissioned until the tum of the 20* century.N' Once commissioned,
the monument was sted to face Main Street in the square bounded by Main, Negus, and Church dreets neer the Bartlett
High Schoal. The exact location of the Soldiers Monument (just north of the high school) was the former dte of the
Pardon Davis-Roedelbronn House. The last occupant of the house, Charles Roeddbronn, was a shoemaker. Thetown's
intention to transform the square into acivic areawas hinted a when the town moved the Pardon Davis-Roede bronn
Hous=™ to Fifth Avenue to make room for the Soldiers Monument™ Following the memoria's ingtallation, two Civil
War-era howitzers were sted to flank the monument. The howitzerswere captured and recaptured by both Union and
Confederate Armies during the Civil War, and sarveto commemorate the town's impressive contributions to the Civil War.

J. N. White and Company of West Quincy, Massachusetts, desgned the Soldiers Monument. The monument is
congmcted of granite with bronze satues. The satues on the monument are the work of the accomplished Norwegian
sculptor Finn Haskon Frolich (1888-1947), a protege of Daniel Chedter French. The Spaulding Foundry of Chicopes,
Massachusstts, cadt the datues. Among Frolich'sworksare several honoring the author Jack London— a plague owned by
the Smithsonian, abronze in Portland, Oregon, and a sculpture in Honolulu, Hawaii. Frolich aso sculpted budts of railroad
magnate James Hill and Norwegian musician Edvard Grieg; both bugs are now in Seditle on the University of Washington
campus™ An iron fence was inddled around the Soldiers Monument in the 1920s

Growth and development of the municipal district continued in the 1920s with the constmction of a new public library. As
early as 1863, Webger had ayoung peopleslibrary, and in 1867 the Webgter Library Association formed, with Dr. Fred

(continued)

® Bartlett High School Form 112 (Area H) Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1978.

Webster Municipal Building Area (Area P), Massachusetts Historical Commission, 2000.

"Revere's Future High School," Boston Da/7y G/o6e, June 17, 1907, 5.

"Edward |. Wilson to Draw Brighton School Plans," Boston Daily Globe, September 10, 1925, A13.
A "Memorial to Robert D. Smith is Unveiled at Wollaston," Boston Da/ly 6/06e, August 14,1926, 10.

Soldiers' Monument Fonv 914 (Area H), Massachusetts Historical Commission, 2000.

An exact address for the Pardon Davis-Roedelbronn House on Fifth Avenue could not be located and, therefore, it is unknown whether the dwelling Is
extant.

Soldiers' Monument Fonn 914 (Area H), Massachusetts Historical Commission, 2000.

"Finn HaakonFrolich." vww..historvlink.ora/index
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Brown serving as the first president. Shortly after the association had been established, agroup of resdentsformed a
corporation with dues-paying members The headquarters of the library association was located in the slectmen’'sroom in
Webster's town hal M

On April 1, 1889, the town voted to raise and gppropriate $1,500 for itsfirst free public library. L.E. Pattison, John J. Love,
Reverend Edgar W. Preble, Charles A. Strout, and John Millea were chosen as the Six tmatees, and the free public library
opened later that year with an inventory of 1,015 books. The library building (not extant) was located inthe Moorehouse
block, & the intersection of Main and High dtreets, a Ste previoudy housing atailor shop. The freepublic library, of which
Maude Jodin sarved as the librarian, was small, containing bookshelves, acounter, and asmadl aide. An office and book
mending areawere located in the reer of the goace The library raised another $1,500 in 1890, and $1,000 in 1891. The
money allowed the library to organize itsalf, purchese books, and st up aformal sy/gem™

A new librarian, Phoebe P. Kingsbury, wes installed in 1892. During the spring of 1893, the building wes enlarged;
however, by the fall of 1893, the library had run out of Soeceagain. It moved to anew location (not extant) in the R. B.
Eddy Block, & the intersection of Main and Mechanic greets. In the new gpace, both areading room and a section for
young adults were established. In 184, resdentsin the eestem portion of the neighboring town of Dudley were granted
privileges a the Webder library. The library continued to grow, and moved into new quartersagain in 1903. The new
goace (not extant), which wes located on a section of Main Street then known as the Columbia Block, had eectric lights.
Although consdered remote a the time, this location provided enough room for the collections and reading rooms, as well
as providing aquiet location removed from traffic and dreet noise. The goacedid not remain sufficient for long, and an
additiona room for the library was secured in 1907. The continued growth of the library, and the congant moves and
enlargements, convinced the library tmaees to advocatefor alarge new library building™

In 1918, Mrs. Chegter C. Corbin, who, dong with her husband, had maintained alifelong interest inlibrary work,
bequesthed a large sum of money to build and maintain atown library. A specia town meeting was held regarding the
bequest, and the town voted to acoept the money for anew library building. Shortly after the meeting, abuilding committee
was formed. The Corbin Edate tmateestransferred the money in January 1919. The bequest totaled $126,542, $75,000 of
which was usad to purchesethe land and to constmct the building. Two tmsts of $25,000 were set up-one for the purchase
of books, the other for the maintenance of the building. The land purchesed for the library was the Ste of Abner Bartlett's
house, which fronted Lake Street neer its intersection with Main Street, and northeest of the Bartlett High School. The
architect of the library was Edward L. Tilton. As dipulated inMrs. Corbin'swill, the library wes to be named after her
husband. The Chester C. Corbin Public Library officially opened on July 30, 1921/*

Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1933) was awell-known American architect, with apractice in New Y ork City. Tilton
dudied a the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, where he mat William A. Boring; the two architects formed a partnership in 1891.
Their early desdgnsincluded houses schools, and hotdls. In 1897, Boring & Tilton won a competition to desgn the first
phase of new buildingsfor the U.S. Immigration Station on Ellis Idand, which boogted the firm's reputation. Tilton and
Boring ended the partnership in 1904. In the early 20* century, Tilton's generd expertise in the desgn of
classicdlydetailed public buildingsincreasingly developed into amore specificinterest inlibrary design. During hiscareer,
Tilton is credited with designing more than one hundred librariesin the United States and Canada, many of which were
Camegie Libraries. Six of Tilton's libraries have been recorded in MACRIS, the Massachusetts database of inventoried
properties. Inaddition to the Corbin Public Library, they include the Chdsea Public Library (1910, NRDIS), Somerville's
Centrd Library (1914; NRMRA 1989), two Springfield libraries—Centra Library (1912, NRDIS), Memorial Square

(continued)

Chester C. Corbin Public Library Form 113 (Area H), Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1978.
2« \bid
" \bid
\bid.
14



Webster Municipal Buildings Historic District Worcester County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Library (1914, NRDIS), and West Springfield Public Library (1915). Among his commissons outsde Massschusatts are

the Olean Public Library (1907) in Olean, NY, Carpenter Memorid Library (1912-1914) in Manchester, NHe, Wilmington
Public Library (1922-3) in Wilmington, DE, McGregor Public Library (1925-1926) in Highland Park, M1, and the Mount
Fessant Library (1925) in Washington, DC. Tilton published his thoughts on library planning and constmction in
Essentids in Library Planningwith A.E. Bostwick and SH Ranck (1928), and in "Library Planning” in the Journal of the
Royal Institute of British Architects (1936, posthumoudy published).

The municipal district continued to devel op throughout the 1920s, by which timethe increasing population of Webster
cregted the need for additional junior high and high school goace A population estimate for 1922 could not be located, but
an edimate from 1928 indicates there were then gpproximately 15,000 Webgter resdents—a five-fold increese from the
population of 1860 around the time Webster's first high school was esteblished N The 1922 School Committee proposed to
voters the nesd for additiona high school gpace, and the town crested a committeeto sudy the issue. Concurrent with the
proposad school expangion, there was discusson about the need for additional municipal office goace At the March 1922
town meeting, the town voted to constmct anew town hall and expand the Bartlett High School on the grounds of the
"Town Park" (the present Municipal Buildings Historic District), which dready included the Soldiers Monument and
Public Library.™

During the period of grestest development for the municipal center, the town's major employer was, ironically,
experiencingfinancial difficuhies. The leadership of Sater mills had been incondgstent beginning with death of Nelson
Sater in 1888, following which, his adopted nephew Horatio Nelson, Jr. took control of the company, only to pessaway in
1899. At that time, Horatio Nelson, Jr.'s son (Horatio Nelson |11) was only seven yearsold, so control of the company
passd to itstmstees. They attempted to sall the mills, due to declining profitability. Although the Sater family was ableto
dave off liquidation a the time, the family was forced to begin shedding assatsin the 1920s a5 it became increasingly clear
the mills could no longer compete with the substantially lower labor cogs of factoriesin the southem sates In 1923, the
year Horatio Neson [11 became president of Samud Sater and Sons the company dosed Webger's South Village mill.
Four years later, the company relocated to the South and opened arayon factory. Partsof the Eadt Village were shut down
in 1934 during the Great Depresson. In 1936, Sater and Sons cessed operations in Massachusatts and moved to South
Carolina™

Y et, with thefinancial difficulties of the town's main employer goreed out over a decade, the effects were not immediately
visible, and Webger continued to invest in the devdlopment of its municipa district. In March 1923, the town voted to
purchase properties located within the Town Park square, bounded by Main, Church, and Negus streets Thetown
gppropriated $75,000 for the purchese of the severa large houses on Main and Church streets, as well as the few dwellings
facing Negus Street. 1n 1924, another $15,000 was neaded to settle outstanding claims on the properties; settlement on the
properties was complete by 1925"* Following the purchase and settlement on these properties, the town's redl etate
holdingstotaled a over $1 million. The increese over the previous year amounted to severd thousand dollars, much of
which was due to the land and buildings acquired dong Main, Church, and Negus sregts™'

(continued)

A "Edward Lippincott Tilton: A Monogrgph on His Architecturd Practice" 2007.

http/Avww librarv vanderhilt.eduw/pegbodv/about/ Tiltonmonogrgph.pdf aooessed e 20, 2011

~° The Great Sale of Properties - the Slater Dwelling Houses." http://www.oldewebster.com/historv/marion norton.htm. accessed August 19, 2009.
"High School, Municipal Building, Town Auditorium." http://wvw.oldewebster.com/historv.munlcipal building.htm, accessed July 30 . 2009.
Prude, 260.
"High School, Municipal Building, Town Auditorium," http://www.oldewebster.com/historv.municipal buildina.htm. accessed Julv 30 . 2009.

N "Property Owned by the Town is Valued at Over Million Dollars," Webster Evening Times, January 7, 1926.
15



Webster Municipal Buildings Historic District Worcester County, MA
Name of Property County and State

After officially acquiring the land and buildingsaong Main, Church, and Negus streets, a building committee composad of
the school committee, a sudy group, and some newly appointed membearswas formed. The committee was authorized to
use $5,000 for preliminary sketchesand plans of an enlarged school building and new town hall. Approximately 60
architects atended aconference on the project in March 1925; the committee choseM.A. Dyer and Company of Worcester
to design the building ™M

M.A. Dyer and Company, heeded by Michael A. Dyer of Medford, MA, drew plans for a combination smcture that would
include anew town hall, with atwo-gtory auditorium connecting it to the enlarged and remodded school building; the
exigting school building would be expanded to housethejunior high and dtered to harmonize architecturally with the new
congtruction. Approximately 20 of Dyer's buildingsare listed inMACRIS. The Dyer Building (1915) in Medford was a
combination theetre and commercid building, desgned by Michael A. Dyer for his father; a the time he desgned the Dyer
building. Dyer was employed by J.D. Leland & Co., an architecture firm for which he worked for two years During World
Waer |, Dyer was the chief architect of the U.S. Housing Board. By 1922, Dyer hed established his firm. The firm aso
designed Wobum City Hall (1930), Medford City Hall (1937), and Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium (1948; NR
2005). School commissions include work for Boston, HoUiston, Medford, Maiden, Southbridge, Marlborough, and
Fitchburg. Other projects included a courthouse, police and fire station in Marlborough, and housing developments in
South Boston and Lawrence™

A week before the final town vote to move forward with the project, the Webger Evening Timesreported that an increasing
number of citizenswere infavor of the "proposed junior high school municipa building.” The articlewent onto say that
"the project isthe biggest building undertaking in the history of Webder, and isamed to relieve the congestion in the high
schoal, create ajunior high school, gymnasum, auditorium and banquet hall, and municipal offices." Severd benefits of
the design were addressed in the article as follows:

In generd, the acoegpted scheme completdly regards the economical utilization of the present High School
and the proper relation of the new building to the present Library and Monument. It would permit of a
subgtantid saving in the cogst of constmction, and still more important, economy inthe yearly maintenance
of the buildings. Further, it presentsamog dignified solution of the problem ineamuch as it affords
extensve st-backsfromall surrounding streets and should develop amogt attractive Civic Cater™

The following day, it was reported in the Webdter Evening Timesthat the advisory board was thought to be in support of
the plan; the advisory board hed areputation for impartiality and sound decision-making, such that the town often followed
their recommendations. It was a0 reported that "thosewho haveworked for o many yearsto give Webster amunicipal
building, and the membersof the school committee, who know that the erection of thejunior high will relieve congestion
for yearsto come, are much heartened by the sentiment that hes been expressed in the town."*

On Monday, March 22, 1926, the town voted to authorize the selectmen to petition to borrow $450,000 in excessof the
debt limit, and then gppropriated $650,000 for the constmction of the combined junior high school, auditorium, and town
hall building. The town would raise an additional $50,000 in the first year to go toward the project, with the remaining
financing goread out over afifteen-yearperiod.N' Authorization to borrow fundsin excessof the debt limit wes likely due
to the town's financial Stuation as described inaJanuary 1926 article from the Webgter Evening Times and the town's
belief that this economic progresswould continue. According to the article, therewas "certainly causefor gratification in

(continued)

"High School, Municipal Building, Town Auditorium," http://www.oldewebster.com/historv.municipal building.htm. accessed Julv 30 . 2009.
Davis, Karen. Lynn Memorial City Hall and Auditorium. National Register Nomination, NR 2005.

"Webster to Act on $650,000 Building Project Next Monday," Webster Evening Times, March 18, 1926, 1.

"Junior High and Town Building Plan Gains Supporters Each Day," Webster Evening Times, March 19, 1926, 1.

"Webster Votes to Erect $650,000 Building at Town Meeting Today," Webster Evening Times, March 22, 1926, 1.
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the knomedge thet the town hes grown conddaradly inthe last 25 years that marks the opening quarter of the 20*
century.” The artidle pointed out that dthough the populaion gain during this period wes negligible, the town's vauation
roge from dmaost $ million to $12 million during this period. The article dso noted thet the tax rete mare than doubled
betwean 1900 ad 1926, from twedve dallars to $26.20, while the housing stock increesad from 1014 to 1591 inthe same

period."™

Building parmits weareissued for the town hdl in November, 1926. Congmction progressed quickly, with the schoal
portion of the building neer completion by May 1927, and framing undaway for the town hdl ad auditorium portions
(Hgure 3). The town planned adedication and comarstonelaying caramnony for ne 1927, Webdter officials invited
Massechusats Govemar Fuller to atend the caramonies but he dedlined.™ Of the large 2/2-dary, Clasacd Revivd brick
building with concrete omamentation that wes baing erected, Dyer, the architect, boeded thet the building used enough
bricks"to erect a Sdewak from Webdter to Warosste™* The character-defining features of the town hall ae the
monumentd fiill-heightportico ad the cupola/dock tower, which wes rdocated from aop the high schod. The two
howitzers thet hed originalyflankedthe Soldiers Monument were moved following the congmction of the nev municipd
building; the howitzerswere placed on either side of the main walkway leadingfrom Main Street to the steps of the town

hall ™

The expangon of the schod required extensve remodding of the 1903 high schod building. M.A. Dyer and Company
wanted the combined sructure to be architecturdly compatible,  the remodded schodl building exhibits the Classicd
Revivd gtyle The origind portion of the building, which would continue to house high schod dudents, wes retained ad
remans as the eedt wing of the building. A new wing wes added to the west of the origind building, merging a a centrd
antrance. The naw portion of the building, which would house the junior high sudents, wes substantialy complete by July
1927. At that time, the roof wes baing removed from the high schodl to raiseit to afull three sories, anew roof wes
indaled to metch the junior high wing's rod™*"™ Along with the raisng of the roof, the high school's cupolaldock tower
weas ramoved and placed an the roof of the town hdl." Connecting the town hdll to the high schod is a two-dtory
auditorium, dso condructed during 1927-1928.

Although the town pushed congmction schedules inthe hopes of completing work on both the junior high and high schodl,
the building wes nat reedy for fiill cooupency a the Sart of the 1927-1928 sthod year. Work hed been completed on the
new junior high, but not on the origind portion of the building. The town dedded high schod courses would be hdd in the
junior high portion of the building, while the saverth ad eghth grade dasses would continue to be hdd in the nearby
Thompson Schod (1912; NR 1989) on the esdt 9de of Progoet Stredt, until repairs wiere completed on the high schoal.
The new building hed limited aooess for high schod sudants a the dart of the 1927-1928 sthod year; onoe condruction
on the regt of the schoal, auditorium, ad municipd  building wes complete, Sudents would be dde to aooess the schod
building through four entrances™ Regidration of high schod dudents, coupled with the number of seventh and eghth
gade dudents enralled a the Thompson Schoadl, indicated goproximatdy 630 studants would oocupy the schod building
once bath portions were completle™

Dedication of the combined junior high and high schoal, auditorium connector, and town hdl took placein May, 1928,
Since then, dnanges to the Municipd Buildings Higtoric Didtrict have been minimd. In 1953, the Koreen War Memorid
was erected ad the granite horsewatering trough was moved to the didtrict by the Webster-Dudey Garden Club.

(continued)

~e "Quarter of a Century Shows Big Increase in Valuation Figures" Webster Evening Times January 7, 1926.

"Gov. Fuller will not be at Dedication of Municipal Building," Webster Evening Times, May 13, 1927, 1.

"High School, Municipal Building, Town Auditorium," http:/Avww.oldewebster.eom/histon/.municipal  buildina.htm. accessed Julv 30 . 2009.

Webster Municipal Building Area (Area P), Massachusetts Historical Commission, 2000.

"Start Work on Removing Roof at High School," I*ebsfer Even/ng Times, July 6, 1927, n.p.

"High School, Municipal Building, Town Auditorium," http:/Aww.oldewebster.com/historv.municipal building.htm, accessed Julv 30 , 2009.
® "All in Readiness for Opening of High School in Junior High School Building Monday Morning," Webster Evening Times, September 17,1927.
*\"Opening Day," Webster Evening Times, September 19, 1927.
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WEBSTER MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS HISTORIC DISTRICT. 1961-PRESENT

The first addition to the municipal district after the period of significance was the installation of aVietham War memoria
ca 1974-1980. The new memoria was erected adjacent to the Korean War monument. A gazebo was congructed ca 2000,
north of the school building's reer elevation. In 2003, the memoria areawas agan dtered, with the installation of the
Veterans Court of Honor that incorporated the Korean and Vietnam War monuments with four new memorials-
POW/ML\, Gold Star Mothers, Purple Heart, and World War 1.

The Bartlett High School weas renamed the Anthony J. Sitkowski School to honor aformer teecher and principal. Sitkowski
(1907-1996) became principa of Bartlett High School in 1953. Snce anew Bartlett School was dedicated & 52 Lake
Parkway in 1979, itis likely that the old Bartlett School in the municipal district was renamed the Anthony J. Sitkowski
Schoal a that time. In 2005, the Webgser Middle Schoadl a 75 Poland Street opened, and the Sitkowski School closed.
Following the school's closure. Neighborhood of Affordable Housing (NOAH) was chasen by the Town of Webger
through a competitive process to renovate the historic Bartlett/Sitkowski School building into 60 units of affordable
housing for independent seniors. The project is presently underway, and is complying with the Secretary of the Interior
Standards during the rehabilitation process. With the exception of the school, the use of the buildingsin the municipal
district remains as it was during the period of significance

Archaeological Sgnificance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to 19*-century (or earlier)
resdential settlement in the district, and itstransformation in the early 20* century to the town's municipal center.
Additional documentary research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may identity the constmction dates
and architectural characterigics of the resdencesidentified above that were moved or demolished prior to construction of
the district's municipal buildingsin the early 20* century. This information, combined with the identification and location
of bams, carriage houses, outbuildings, and detailed andlys's of the contents of occupationa-related festures, may
contribute important information related to the socid, cultural, and economic characteristics of Webgter's 19*' and early
20*'century citizens who inhabited the disfrict locale prior to its municipal evolution. The scade of the resdencesad
information related to the district's resdents may identify the extent to which livesof the district's 19*"century inhabitants
were representative of the town's increasing population and prosperity a the tum of the 20* century.

(end)
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designated a National Historic Landmark University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #. Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
MHC WEB.P

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  3.39 acres
(Do notinclude previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 4659293 261561 3 19 4659340 261703
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 19 4659346 261665 4 19 4659272 261719
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Additional UTM Coordinates:

5 19 4659261 261692 7 19 4659205 261591
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
6 19 4659241 261699
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The Webgter Municipal Buildings Historic District encompesses assessor's parcel numbers 1-L-I-Oand |-L-2-0, as
outlined on the attached assessors mep.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were salected)

The nominated property includesthe parcds of land historically associated with the Webster Municipal Buildings Historic

Disfrict.
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nameftitte  Hizebeth Breisgth, Presarvation Conauitant, MadRodie Higoric Advisors with Betsy Fiedberg, Nationd Regider

organization Massadhusdts Hidoricd Commision date Jauay 2012

dreet & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard. tdephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Bodon dae MA zip code 02125
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

« Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

* Continuation Sheets

* Additional Items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Wedter Municipd Buildings Higtoric Disfrict
City or Vicinity: Webster
County: Worcester County State Massachusdts

Photographer: Albert Rex

MacRodie Higoric Advisors
263 Smma Srest, Sixth Hoor

Bogton, MA 02210 .

Date Photographed: August 2009

Printed with HemMett-Packard Vivera ink on HP Premium FAlus glossy phato peper.
Digita imeges onfilea MacRodie Higoric Advisors LLC

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Photogrgph 1 View southesdt from Main Sfreet toward the town hall

Photogrgph 2 View northesstfromMain Stret toward the town hdl and the Veterans Court of Honor
Photogrgph 3 View southeedt from Main Sregt toward the town hall and the schodl building
Photogrgph 4 View southesstfromMain Stredt toward the town hall

Photogrgph 5 View south from Main Stregt toward the main entrance of the town hdll

Photogrgph 6 View southeedt & ane of the two extant Civil War-era howitzers

Photogrgph 7 View south toward the main entrance of the tovm hall

Photogrgph 8 View southwest toward the Veterans Court of Honor, Soldiers Monument, ad the town hall
Photogrgph 9 View southeedt toward the Veterans Court of Honor and Soldiers Monumant
Photogrgph 10 View southwest toward the V eteransCourt of Honor and SoldiersMonument
Photogrgph 11 View northeedt toward the Soldiers Monumant

Photogrgph 12 View southeedt toward the Veterans Court of Honor

Photogreph 13 View southeestfromSouth Main Sfreat toward the Chester C. Corbin Public Library
Photogrgph 14 View southwestfromSouth Main Sfreat toward the Town Hall

Photogrgph 15 View esdt toward the Cheter C. Corbin Public Library

Photogrgph 16 View southeedt toward the Cheter C. Corbin Public Library

Photogrgph 17 View northwest toward the Veterans Court of Honor and the Town Hall

Photogrgoh 18 View southwest toward the auditorium connector

Phaotogrgoh 19 View south toward the schod building and the garebo

Photogrgoh 20 View northwest from Negus Stredt toward the main entrance of the schod building
Photogrgph 21 View northeest from Negus Street toward the eedt portion schod building

Photograph 22 View northeestfromthe comer of Negus Street and Church Sfreat toward the schodl building
Photograph 23 View northeestf romChurch Sreat toward the auditorium connector and the Town Hall
Photogrgoh 24 View northwest from the roof of the schodl building toward Main Srest

Photogrgph 25 View southwest toward the granite harse trough

Photogrgoh 26 Interior view south ingde the auditorium connector
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Photograph 27 Interior view north inddethe lobby of the Town Hall
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Gazebo
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This infomriation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate

properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).
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this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Figures

Hgure . Dedication of Soldiers Monumatt, origind Webdter High Schod (Bartlett High Schodl) to the reer
fromOlde Webster Photo Archives
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Fgiire 2. Howitzersflanking the Soldiers Monumet, origind Bartlett High Schod in the reer ca 1913
firom Webde by John J. Mrazik € al, 2005.
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Fgure 3: The school, auditorium, and town hall complex imder construction, ca. 1927
from Wexde by John J. Mrazik et al, 2005.
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Figure 4: Aeria location map with district boimdary and UTM coordinates, August 2009
from Google Earth
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Webster Municipal Buildings
Historic District

Scu of rxi
Non-Contributing Resource

- “Icontributing Resource
-Historic District Boundary

Figure 5. Webdger Mimicipal Buildings Historic District map
with contributing and non-contributing resources



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REQ STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Webster Municipal Buildings Historic District
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & QGONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Wbrcest er

DATE RECEl VED. 2/ 10/ 12 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:  3/02/12
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 3/19/ 12 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/2 8/12

DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 12000152

REASONS FOR REMI EW

APPEAL : DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
O'HR PDI L: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQES ; SAWMPLE: N SR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT VAl VER N
>CCEPT RETURN REJECT TE
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

Enteaed la
The Nationd Regge

Hidoric Plaoss

RECOM / CRITER A
REVI EWER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/ N

I'f a nomnation isreturned t othe nomnating authority, the
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS

zzZ2








































































































































































18)
I-E-1  OfOPPCU

LAr. 4'fMif w-0
o« e

1 .,
(x
1.F.IS =

REVISIONS
FOR TAX PURPOSES ONLY 9TIIILM V ENERAL ~ MAPPING INC 1i'SI-fl + GENrPtl MAPPING INC. I? -51-79 é) 1
OKIOINAL LOT UNI MRCEL NUMICR GENERAL ~ MAPPING iNC 1231 TZ M pENeRfIL MAPPING IfJC. 12-31-80 ! £ TO\/\/I\I O: WEB STER MAP I\D
NOT TO 86 U8tO fOH CONAYANCE EDQC OF MVIMCNT SCALED OMENSION GENEfAL  MAPPING INC.  rd“SI"™* ! GENERAL MAPPING INC.t2-5I-81 F ! .
KAILROAO DECS fILOCX MUUBCX ENERAL .MAPPING INC 12-31-T? ™ CtNERAL MAPPING INT. 12-Ji-62 tal
J4Lffe/?r ENOtNEeRING INC RIOHT-OP-WAf OCEO LOT NUMttit OEMERAL MAPPING |

NC. 12-51-A @ GENERAL MAPPING INC. tZ-Sr-M V * i BOARD OF ASSESSORS



ujeih s ,/-e/L (MMSTMN) MA 0'<y?s



RECEIVED 2280

FB 10 A2

NAT. REBIER F HSTCRC RAGS
NATONAL. PR SRIE
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts »
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
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Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regider of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Pak Sarvice

1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether: "
Enclosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Webger Municipa BuildingsHD, Webger (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes bean voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State
Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
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