
FORM 3 - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

42-1 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to left side- of form 
Photo number 

Roll 1 Frame 7A 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical featiires. 
Indicate north. 
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Town Uxbridge 

< 

1 
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Recorded by B.R. P f e i f f e r 

OrganizationUxbridqe H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date May 1981 

'Address 2-8 5&tHrh Main St.f.«f>4. 

H i s t o r i c Name T a f t B r o t h e r s ' Block' U,A<;PA 

Use: O r i g i n a l CnmmRrnif^i ^ n f f i o p c 

Present Commercial & O f f i c e s 

Ownership : D > P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organiza t ion 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner T a f t B r o t h e r s 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1902 

Source Sprague 1927;83 

Style a s t y l i s t i c l a t e V i c t o r i a n 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c b r i c k 

Outbuildings none 

Major a l t e r a t i ons (w i th dates) .qfnrp F rnnf 

r e b u i l t ( 1 9 7 0 ' s ) 

Moved n o Date 

Approx. acreage 7 , 220 sg.ft 

Setting at major i n t e r s e c t i o n at north 

end of Uxbridge's commercial d i s t r i c t 

A 

UTM: 19 282470 4661370 Quad UX 

(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 

— • u 



horm #42-1 

•"'..ryi^/ 
• -4 A ' 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and . 
evaluate i n terms of other bu i ld ings w i t h i n community) 

One o f t h r e e l a r g e - s c a l e commerc ia l b l o c k s b u i l t i n Uxbr idge around the 
t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y , the T a f t B r o t h e r s Block i s a good l o c a l example o f l a t e 
V i c t o r i a n commerc ia l a r c h i t e c t u r e . The b u i l d i n g i s b u i l t o f red b r i c k , t h r e e -
s t o r i e s h i g h , and cover s n e a r l y a l l o f i t s c o r n e r l o t . D e c o r a t i v e t r i m i s 
c o n f i n e d t o a b r i c k c o r n i c e and r o c k - f a c e d g r a n i t e t r i m m i n g s around windows and 
s t o r e f r o n t s . As w i t h many commerc ia l b l o c k s o f t he p e r i o d , the T a f t B r o t h e r s ' 
B lock c o n t a i n e d a p u b l i c h a l l on i t s t h i r d s t o r e y , a use which i s r e f l e c t e d on 
the e x t e r i o r i n t he g r e a t e r h e i g h t o f t he t h i r d f l o o r . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the r o l e oraers played i n loca l or state h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g re la tes t o the development o f the community) 

P r i m a r i l y s i g n i f i c a n t as an example o f l a t e V i c t o r i a n commerc ia l a r c h i t e c t u r 
the T a f t B r o t h e r s ' Block s tands on the a p p r o x i m a t e s i t e o f the fo rmer Capron 
B u i l d i n g , a F e d e r a l i s t s t y l e commerc ia l b l o c k o f ca .1814-1820 which was b u i l t 
by John Capron . Used as a d ry goods s t o r e , o f f i c e s o f the B l a c k s t o n e N a t i o n a l 
Bank and a p u b l i c h a l l , t he o r i g i n a l b l o c k was d e s t r o y e d by f i r e on 
December 20 , 1896. The p r e s e n t b l o c k was b u i l t f o r Rober t and Jacob T a f t , 
g r o c e r s , who had bought the o r i g i n a l Capron Block p r i o r t o 1855; i n a d d i t i o n t o 
t h e i r g r o c e r y b u s i n e s s , t he two b r o t h e r s were i n v o l v e d i n s e v e r a l i n d u s t r i a l 
v e n t u r e s a round the t i m e o f t he C i v i l W a r ( f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n see Robert T a f t 
House Form#48A-158) . 

The Ta f t Brothers Block possesses i n t e g r i t y of loca t ion , design, s e t t ing , materials 
and workmanship, as w e l l as h i s t o r i c a l associations wi th the reconstruction of Uxbridge Center's 
commercial d i s t r i c t fo l l owing two f i r e s i n the mid-1890s. The Taf t Brothers Block meets 
c r i t e r i a C of the NRHP. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES : Old Home Week S o u v e n i r , 1908(Rober t & Jacob T a f t 
biographies 

Chapin 1881:73 * , 
Jewett 1879 11:433-434 
Hurd 1888 1:170-171 & 173 

. ' 'A'] Sprague 1927 : 76 & 83 

OWNER: John S. Emmott • • ' 
South Main S t r e e t 

i ' Uxbridge, MA 01569 • • • 20M-2/80 



NPS Form 10-900'a ; "> OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page ^ 

_y . , , • Multiple Resource Area 
....••'/''/".•'•' •A':-''..,•-•'.A A y Thematic Group •''•''• 

Name Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area 

State 

Nomination/Type of ifeview < Date/Signature 

41. Whipple, A., House Entered in the fKeeper rylc/-*-^^c.<i..'id--7c-,^^ ^u/y/j-^ 
national R««iBter « 

Attest 

42. Williams, N., House Entered In tlw , •., ^^epev , / o / ? / / l 
Hational H««i-«ter 

Attest 

43. Taft, Aaron, House Jj*?^^!^JJster 'f^^eeper r^/U^.^^^6-y.^ .o/AS', National Begister 

r.A''':. • Attest 

'̂ '44. Taft , Bazaleel, J r . , House 
and Law Office Substantiva fievlew 

^1 Keeper 7^7toIkhi^ihA^Ai^ wjllkl 

Attest 

45, Taft, Hon. Bazaleel, House Entered in the "/^per ^^T^lcA-^u-^-V^^y^.^ yo/7/k^ 
National B«f l»ter 

Attest 

46. Taft Brothers Block C l o n a l E«ffliiter llteeper x?(^^^-^^^.-^y^;>^^ 

Attest 

47. Taft , George, House ^ ^ J ^ ^ j ^ . ^ , feeper ^ M - w . ^ ; ; ^ 

Attest 

48. Taft, Moses, H o u s e ^ U o ^ l ' ^ e ^ i - t e r / ^ ^ P - y 7 [ U A ^ - ^ ^ ^ - ^ - ^ S ^ ../^/^ 

M- ,̂,̂  , , Attest 

49. Taft , Samuel, House cae .|*f^eper W V / 3 
Hatlonal B«ci«ter 

Attest 

^OsO. Taft , Zadock, House Bntarsd in the |lCeeper y7d.tl̂ '--\u,.̂ >=/̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ / ^ j 
National Be«lBter 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UIMITED STATES DEPARTIMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Taft Brothers Block (Uxbridge MRA) 
Worcester County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

- • ... -,. 
• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 

cn appeal • ' 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

fi. 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date 

• Date Due 
Action: 

Entered in the RETURN 
National Re^ioter REJECT. 

AUG 2 61983 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

;^-y:<. 
Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location r . •'!''' "' 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership Status 
Public Acquisition Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property y . :- ...S: .AA::'y ..'..A.'....... -

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes CD no 

7. Description 

Condition 

CD excellent 

CD good 
CD fair 

Check one 

CD deteriorated CD unaltered 

CD ruins y.. ,-' CD altered 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

CD original site 
CD mnund datfi 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance : .... '•'yC-yy^'V A', -''/-' >-^i.i:%y,r''h 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
CD boundary selection ;. ^y"^y(yA.t 

' '' ' ' ' 

„ •' • '• •'• r^ y-"ti 

'^'"^Ay • ''" '' '• 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tjelow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

I I summary jsaragraph • • 
CD completeness 
CD clarity -jfr-^H^. .'. . '• 
CD applicable criteria r . 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context , - A -
CD relationship of integrity to significance ' 
CD justification of exception . ' 
CD other 

'ityy 

^ ' AAAA''/AkVr:k/ 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

' : ' y y ' - ? 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for m y item may be continued on m attached sheet * AA':*'.A->^r 







NORTH 

Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area 
Taft Brothers Block 
2-8 Main Street 
Map #42 Lot #1 

Uxbridge Assessors 
1" = 200' 1983 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299 


