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The 0. F. Short house sits at the rear of an extremely deep lot
north of Highway 44 on the western outskirts of Eagle. The

lawn and its matwre trees are separated from the highway by an
iron fence, set between pillars and upon a foundation of the same
cobblestone of which the house is constructed. At the rear of
the lot, immediately behind and to the right rear of the house,
respectively, are a cobblestone woodshed and garage, both with
gabled roofs and contemporary with the dwelling.

The house itself is a one-and-a-half story 'classical box" with
interior chimneys and walls entirely constructed, but for concrete
lintels and wooden upper porch walls, of native cobble from the
nearby Boise River. Even in this strikingly vernacular material,
the classicizing impulse of this style is evident in the hipped
roof with its four hipped dormers over paired sash windows, and

in the balanced, horizontal aspect of the basically four-square
plan. The nearness of the 19th century, however, is evident in

a nearly-as-strong impulse to assymmetry. This appears in the
placement of the left-of-center entry and inithe eloborate porch
on the east side. The porch is ell-shaped, has battered piers

at all corners (as in the bungalow style that was just then
appearing in the Boise valley), and. an odd, crenellated parapet
emerging along the ridgebeam of the hipped roof. The upper
section of the sun porch is woodframed; this appreciation of various
materials and textures, along with the picturesque form of the
porch roof and the picturesque fabric of the house, balance the
restraint of its basic form. The result is an unusually eclectic
example of the transitional '"nineteenth-century-picturesque-
going-classical-box" style.

The interior of the house has been extensively altered over the
course of 70-odd years of residential use. However, the living
room retains a good deal of its original dark woodwork: wain-
scoting, ceiling beams, and stairwell. The exterior is unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Short house just west of Eagle is significant both architecturally
and historically. Architecturally it is significant as a splendid

and externally unaltered example of a residential building type
commonly employed by prominent Idahoans in the first decade of the
century, here rendered in a material unusual by any standard and
apparently unique in the state for a dwelling of this scale.
Historically it is significant for its. association with one of the
first families (temporally and socially) of the Boise Valley, a

family whose history follows the economic history of the area, from
mining to ranching to agriculture.

Architecturally the house is an example of the blocky and imposing
"classic box" or "western colonial" style. Indeed, as one would
expect from its date, it corresponds to a transitional type we
have called the "Queen-Anne-going-Western-Colonial." The

quaintly crenellated side porch and the offset entrance render
minimally asymmetrical the massively symmetrical body of the
house. Although the basic type of the house is a common one in
early-twentieth-century Idaho architecture, the Short house is
unique in the detail of the porch (a two-story turret, as in the
Jones house in Malad, is the more common holdover from the Queen
Anne style), and even more for the cobblestone fabric. There

are other examples of cobble masonry near Idaho rivers -- the
foundation and porch of the cottage at the Combe farm further west
of tagle, for example, or the two cottages which survive on the
banks of the Boise River within the present limits of Boise city,
or the scatter of cobble structures in the Spokane Valley/Rathdrum
prairie area of North Idaho. But within the limits of our ongoing
architectural inventory, the Short house appears to be unparalled
in the state for scale and pretension in a building constructed

in this material.

In fact it was described nearer the time of its building as "one

of the most beautiful homes in Idaho."! The owner-builder, Oliver
Francis (Frank) Short, belonged to a family that figured prominently
in the history of the Boise Valley. After his father, a Kansas
newspaper publisher and government surveyor, was killed by Indians
in 1874, young Short and his brother were sent west to stay with
their maternal uncle Truman C. Catlin. Catlin had come to

the Valley from Illinois in 1863 and worked briefly as a miner.
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Conceiving the plan of securing good farmland and selling produce to the miners,
he preempted in that same year a claim on Eagle (then called Illinois) Island

in the Boise river some ten miles west of Fort Boise (military). The first one
hundred and sixty acres he claimed was the core of a ranch eventually including
over five hundred acres. He became one of the best known stockmen in the state,
owner of ranchland in Montana as well as Idaho and organizer of one of the first
west-to~east cattle drives. Catlin remained a rancher until 1917, when he '"sold
nearly all his cattle entirely, then amounting to about 3500 head, because of the
fact that nearly all his cowboys entered the army . . . His attention is now being
given to diversified farming and dairying . . .2

0. F. Short, who spent much of his boyhood at his Uncle Catlin's Eagle Island
home and his adolescence as a cowboy and driver on the Eagle and Montana ranches,
left Idaho for two years in 1887-89 and returned to Kansas, where he married Mrs.
Catlin's sister. They returned to Idaho and Short took up management of his
uncle's four hundred forty acre farm west of Eagle. He eventually purchased

three hundred twenty acres of it, fifty-five of which he retained and planted to
prune orchards and diversified crops. The concrete foundation of his prune ware-
house is still in evidence in 1979, east of the impressive residence the Shorts
built for themselves and their two children in 1906. An early description by a
writer not usually interested in architecture makes explicit not only the unusual
features of the house but the connection which was felt, and which the Shorts were
probably interested in expressing, between success and the possession of a resid-
ence of such pretension:

Mr. and Mrs. Short are now most pleasantly situated in life. They

have erected upon their farm one of the most beautiful homes in Idaho-~-

a fine residence built entirely of cobblestones in attractive architectural
design. The living room is beamed in old mission style and the house
modern throughout. It contains fifteen rooms, with large windows and
broad porches, with a wide lawn surrounding it, and its furnishings indi-
cate the cultured tastes of the owners. Mr. and Mrs. Short well deserve

the prosperity that has come to them as the reward of his business enter-
prise and inventiveness.3

1”Jarnes Hawley, A History of Idaho, Chicago, S. J. Clark, 1920, v. III, p. 158.
2 Hawley, op. cit., V. II, p. l42.

3Hawley, op. cit., v. III, p. 158.



