








rurther exanples of significant buildings i nthe wakefield Park
district which exhibit an Interesting m x of Shingle style :-irifiing
and com position cor.ibined with Colonial Revival detailing are | o-
cated at | EPark Avenue (c. 1900/~23s6) and 122 Chestnut Street

(c. 18%H**«flace) . The house at 18 Park Avenue i s a large 2 1/2
story house with a long gable roof, large tower andcross gable at
the west end. Shingle Style elements include t herecessed wridow
viith curved sides i1 nthe gable end, a round shingle covered tower,
and shingled porch supports. The second floor palladian w ndow,

the first floor band of diamond pane w ndows, andt he siamese

hi pped dormers cn the roof represent Colonial Revival features.

The house at 122 Chestnut Street has a hipped roof with transverse
gables, a round bay, and a round corner tov/er v/ihich contributeto
the interesting composition cf t hebuilding. Colonial Revival *
details areevident i nthe stucco reliefs on the tower and cross
gable end and i n the use of dentils at the cornice. The front
porch has Tudor carved supports. ;
The house at the corner of 25 Park Avenue (c. 1S89,'A'2*2) and Sm-
mt Avenue has a typical Colonial Revival facade when viewed from
SImmt Avenue; I t has a transverse gable roof, shed roof dernier,
porch on colums, and wi ndow surrounds conposed of pilasters and
dentils. 'Wien viewed from the south, the house is an artful
Shingle Style composition. The long gable roof above 2 /1 stories
descends on the south side into a first floor polygonal porch
roof. A corner tower adds t othe interesting massing of t hebuild-
ing as do single story bays on both the south and west facades.

In addition t othe Colonial Revival and Shingle styles, several
ether popular styles at theturn of the century were cleverlyi n-
corporated i nthe eclectic designs of the residences i n the
Wakefield Park district. The 2 1/2 story house at 2 Dell Avenue
(c. 19051"M2~"N) represents as interesting transition fromthe
Colonial Revival style of thelate nineteenth century to the
Craftsman Bungal ow style of theearly 1SCGs. Craftsman Style fea-
tures of the building include t heuse of fieldstone for the first
floor v."ith shingles above and t heuse of pergola supports cn the
recessed front entry and on t hegable overhang. The house al so has
a deep porch beneath itslong pitched roof, which v-as a typical
form nmore often associated with 1 1/2 story bungal ow style build-

The 2 1/2 story house at 8 Park Avenue (c. 19 Q3**-2; ) represents
an eclectic example of several styles. |t ssteeply pitched gable
roof, popular with t heColonial Revival style, extends over an
entrance porch simlar t obungalow forms associated witht he
Craftsman style. However, t hecorner tower, hip;ped roof dormers,
and stair window onthe north were features not often used on
bungalov.'s and reflects t hebuilding's eclectic use of various ar -
chitectural styles.

An exanmple of a Queen Anne style house i slocated at 24 Park Avenue
(c. 1S9027-3) . The house has it sgable end facing the street and
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d story porch across its north facade. The porch is the building's
principal ornament: it has turned posts, a geometric designed rail-
ing a lattice porch apron, and a polygonal entry.

The building at 120 Chestnut Street (c. 191520 "*<#2fc,<*), currently
Tenpl e Enmanuel , represents an exanmple of the English Cottage
Style, popular in the Boston area in the 1920s. The house is
stucco covered with a green tiled hip roof and has projecting
pavillions and side wings for the slightly angled plan favored by
the style.

Less architecturallysignificant, the houses at 19 Park Avenue
(#A/A) and 21 Park Avenue (#A™A) represent Colonial Revival struc-
tures built in the 1920s with shingles and a gambrel roof. A
Craftsman Style house, also likely built in the 1920s, lies at 1.3
Clarina Street (#NA ). The house at 7 Park Street (#VA ), another
early to md twentieth century building, has an eclectic mi xture of
styles with a gable roof facing the street and irregular, asym
metrical massing. The house at 5 Park Avenue, built later in the
twentieth century, does not contribute to the significance of the
district.
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Historical Significance

The Wakefield Park district includes outstanding exanples of subur-
ban architectural styles which were popular at theturn of the
century. The houses located within theWkefield Park district
docunment t hedevel opment of a planned residential communityi n
Wakefield during thelate nineteenth century.

In t heseventeenth century, Wakefield was originally part of the
old town of Reading. O d Reading was established i n1644 as a
result of land grants i n1638 and 1639, and covered nuch of the
sanme area as thetwo present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading.
In 1812, t hesouthern section of theold town of Reading, now
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town called
South Reading. | n1858, South Reading changed itsnanet o
Wakefield.

The original seventeenth century town center of O d Reading devel -
oped at t hebase of Lake Quannapowitt, which i snowthe location of
the town center of Wakefield. During t heColonial Period, civic
and commercial buildings developed along Main Street and expansion
of thetown center continued throughout theearly nineteenth
century. I nt hem d-nineteenth century, theBoston and Maine rail-
road chose tolocate their line through thecenter of Wkefield,
making t hetown an important center for new industrial devel opment.
The arrival of therailroad made Boston and surrounding communities
nore accessible t oWakefield residents. The location of the rail-
road depot on North Avenue led t oincreased industrial devel opment
in theNorth Avenue vicinity and shifted thecommercial focus of

the town t ot hesouthern end of Main Street. The civic andec-
clesiastic center of Wakefield remained on t hesouth shore of Lake
Quannapowi tt around t hetown comron. Throughout t he mid-nineteenth
century, residential neighborhoods began t odevelop around t hetown
center and i nthelate nineteenth century, significant residential
devel opments occurred t ot hewest and south of town.

Wakefield Park, a planned residential development, was established
in 1888 i nan area southwest of thetown center south of Chestnut
and Prospect Streets. The |and, measuring almost 100 acres, was
south of Cowdry's Hill, and had been used largely as farm and and
orchards wuntil them d-nineteenth century. Development of the area
began i n 1886 when J. A Thonpson and Ol iver Perkins laid out Adans
Street on land comprising Thompson's orchard and farm  Planned de-

vel opment of Wakefield Park was begun i n1888 by J. S Merrill; he
devel oped house lots along Park Aveune west of Dell Avenue and on
Morrison Road and Summt Avenue. .
Devel opment of Wakefield Park was nost rapid during t he1890s. I n
1892 Merrill becanme t hepartner of Charles S Hanks, and they pro-
ceeded t oneet their goal of establishing Wakefield' s nost exclu-
sive suburban neighborhood. The house lots were sold with deed
restrictions toensure that thearea would remain aprestigious
upper-mddle <class neighborhood. Wakefield Park was marketed as a
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-"garden suburb" that would provide a clean and heal thful environ-
ment for its inhabitants.

The success of Wakefield Park was due in large part to Hank's cor-
rect assessment of the gradual shift of Wakefield from a town sup-
ported by itsshoe and rattan industries, ice conpanies, foundry,
and textile business to a Boston commuter suburb. The expansion of
the railroad during the md-nineteenth century provided convenient
transportation for ﬁrofessionals who worked in Boston and who
wished to live inthe country.

Many of the houses in Wakefield Park have combinations of features
from various styles of architecture, including Colonial Revival,
Craftsman, Tudor Revivial, Queen Anne, and Shingle. Vhile the de-
vel opment contains sone fine exanples of high style architecture in
Waketield, nost of the houses illustrate an eclectic use of ar-
chitectural styles popular at the turn of the century.
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WAKEFI ELD PARK DI STRI CT
Ver bal Boundaries

The boundaries for the Wakefield Park District are as shown by the
blue line on the accompanying map, which i sa portion of Wakefield
Assessor's Map #7. Specifically, the boundaries of the district
are as follows: beginning at the northeastern corner of the |l ot at
122 Chestnut Street and proceeding along the northeast curbline of
122 and 120 Chestnut Street; then continuing across the intersec-
tion of Park Avenue to the northeastern corner of thelot at 2 Park
Avenue and proceeding south along the lot's eastern curbline and
turning right travelling west along it ssouthern boundary; then
turning left and proceeding along therear | ot line of 6 Park Ave-
nue and 1-3 Clarina Street to the southeastern corner of 1-3
Clarina Street; then turning right and continuingalong the

sout hern boundary of 1-3 Clarina Street tothe curbline; then
crossing Clarina Street and travelling west along the southern bor-
der of 8 Park Street; then turning left and travelling south along
the eastern boundary of 2 Dell Avenue tothe lot's southeastern
corner; then turning right and proceeding along the southern border
of 2 Dell Avenue to the curbline; then crossing Dell Avenue tothe
sout heastern corner of the vacant | ot east of 18 Park Avenue and
travelling along therear |l ot lines of thevacant | ot and of 18
Park Avenue and 20 Park Avenue; then continuingalong therearl ot
line of thevacant | ot between 20 and 24 Park Avenue and al ong t he
rear | ot line of 24 Park Avenue to the lot' southwestern corner;
then turning right and proceeding north along the western boundary
of 24 Park Avenue to the curbline; then crossing Park Avenue tothe
sout hwestern corner of | ot at 25 Park Avenue and proceeding north
along the lot's western curbline toitsnorthwestern corner; then
turning right and travelling east along the northern boundary of 25
Park Avenue and partially along the northern rear | ot line of 21
Park Avenue until reaching the southwestern corner of the |l ot at
120 Chestnut Street; then turning left and proceeding north along
the rear | ot [ine of 120 Chestnut Street to its northwestern
corner; then turning right travelling east along the northern bor-
der of 120 Chestnut Street until reaching therear ot line of 122
Chestnut Street; then turning left and proceeding along the rear
lot line of 122 Chestnut Street tothe lot's northwestern corner;
then turning right and travelling east along the northern boundary
of 122 Chestnut Street returning tothe lot's northeastern corner
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Architectural Signficance

In the late nineteenth century, Wkefield Park Wts laid out as a
planned residential developnient over appro:<iraately one hundred
acres of land located south of Cowdry's Hill in the southeastern
section of Wakefield, Massachusetts. The v;akefield Park district
includes a portion of this residential community; it consists of
sixteen properties located along Park Avenue at the entrance to the
devel opment with a few additional contiguous buildings on Chestnut
Street, Clarina Street, and Dell Avenue. The district enconpasses
approxi mately 8 acres which includes sixteen properties with one
residential intrusion located at 5 Park Avenue.

The entrance at Park Avenue to the Wakefield Park devel opment be-
gins with a spacious circular drive around an open green space.
This area forms the center of the Wakefield Park district. The
topography in Wakefield Park is irregular v.-ith many hills and
wooded slopes with mature trees. The house lots are fairly large
vihich reflect the founders' intentions to develop an area for gra-
ci ous subuct>a® [iving.

Wakefield Park exhibits a wide variety of homes which nost often
conmbine features from various styles of arcliitecture including
Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Tudor Revival, Queen Anne, and
Shingle. The portion of Wakefield Park included in the district 1is
fairly intact v/ith few modern intrusions. The buildings of the
district are in good condition and have experienced few altera-
tions. Very few of the buildings have added alum num siding)

cedar shingles continue to be the prevailing siding material.

Many of the buildings within the VJakefield Park district combine
elements from the Shingle "tyle and from the Colonial Revival
style. Both were popular architectural styles at the turn of the
century and were nmost often used on middle and upper m ddle class
houses in Wakefield. The houses located at the entrance to
Viakefield Park along Park Avenue are exanples of a mx between

Col onial Revival motifs and Shingle style elements. The shingled
house at 2 Park Avenue (c. 1899 jy|fj(* 4™ has several Colonial Revival
features including paired colonnettes on the first and second story
porches, dormers with small hipped roofs, and paneling on the porch
rail. However, the general massing and forms, v/hile sonewhat sym
metrical, also reflect a Shingle 5tyle influence. The general
massing of the shingled building at 4 Park Avenue (c. 1900"" N
also derives from the Shingle Style while its hipped roof, dormers,
and doric porch colums reflect Colonial Revival motifs.

The house at 6 Park Avenue (c. 1909*fcCG-AA) exhibits several prom -
nent Colonial Revival characteristics; it has a transverse gambrel
roof with dormers, a palladian window in the gable field, a sym
metrical front facade, and doric porch colums. The shingled ex-
terior and the shingled porch rail are Shingle Style influences.
The building at 20 Park Avenue (c. 19 O2f*mrf"At) also has a trans-

verse gambrel roof with an added central conical tower. Although
the house has been covered by alumnum sifting, its w de massing and
shingled porch rail still show a Shingle style influence.
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Further exanples of significant buildings i nt heWkefield Park
district which exhibit an interesting mixof Shingle style massing
and composition conmbined with Colonial Revival detailing are | o-
cated at 18 Park Avenue (c. 190S»SSZk6 ) and 122 Chestnut Street

(c. 138 5**«SAc® . The house at 18 Park Avenue i sa large 2 1/2
story house with a long gable roof, large tower and cross gable at
the west end. Shingle Style elements include t herecessed wiridow
with curved sides i nthegable end, a round shingle covered tower,
and shingled porch supports. The second floor palladian w ndow,
the first floor band of dianond pane wi ndows, and t he Sianese

hi pped dormers on t heroof represent Colonial Revival features.
The house at 122 Chestnut Street has a hipped roof with transverse
gables, a round bay, and a round corner tower v/hich contributeto
the interesting composition of thebuilding. Colonial Revival
details areevident i nthestucco reliefs onthetower and cross
gable end and i nt heuse of dentils at t hecornice. The front
porch has Tudor carved supports.

The house at tlie corner of 25 Park Avenue (c. 1889 ,'"2A2.) and Sum
mt Avenue has a typical Colonial Revival facade when viewed from
Summt Avenue; it has a transverse gable roof, shed roof dormer,
porch on colums, and wi ndow surrounds conposed of pilasters and
dentils. Vrhen viewed from the south, t hehouse i san artful
Shingle Style composition. The |ong gable roof above 2 1/2 stories
descends on t hesouth side into a first floor polygonal porch
roof. A corner tower adds totheinteresting massing of t hebuild-
ing as do single story bays on both t hesouth and west facades.

In addition to the Colonial Revival and Shingle styles, several

ot her popular styles at the turn of the century were cleverly in-
corporated inthe eclectic designs of the residences in the
VJakefield Park district. The 2 1/2 story house at 2 Dell Avenue
(c. 1905jf~#2"4) represents as interesting transition fromthe
Colonial Revival style of the |late nineteenth century tothe
Craftsman Bungal ow style of the early 1900s. Craftsman Style fea-
tures of the building include the use of fieldstone for the first
floor v/ith shingles above and t he use of pergola supports on the
recessed front entry and on t he gabl e overhang. The house al so has
a deep porch beneath its long pitched roof, which was a typical
formnore often associated with 1 1/2 story bungal ow styl e buil d-

i ngs . LI VAR

The 2 1/2 story house at 8 Park Avenue (c. 1900!'f~#A/A) represents
an Eclectic example of several styles. |tssteeply pitched gable
roof, popular with theColonial Revival style, extends over an
entrance porch similar t obungalow forms associated witht he
Craftsman style. However, t hecorner tower, hipped roof dormers,
and stair wi ndow on thenorth viere features not often used on
bungal ows and reflects t hebuilding's eclectic use of various ar- -
chitectural styles.

An exanple of a Queen Anne style house i slocated at 24 Park Avenue
(c. 1890Tftfi 28,-3) . The house has i t sgable end facing t hestreet and
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a story porch across itsnorth facade. The porch is the building's
principal ornament: it has turned posts, a geometric designed rail-
ing a lattice porch apron, and a polygonal entry.

The building at 120 Chestnut Street (c. 1915-20****#2&\) | currently
Tenpl e Emmanuel, represents an exanple of the English Cottage
Style, popular in the Boston area in the 1920s. The house is
stucco covered with a green tiled hip roof and has projecting
pavillions and side wings for the slightly angled plan favored by
the style.

Less architecturally significant, the houses at 19 Park Avenue
(#MA)  and 21 Park Avenue iM"A ) represent Colonial Revival struc-
tures built in the 1920s with shingles and a gambrel roof. A
Craftsman Style house, also Iikely built in the 1920s, lies at 13
Clarina Street (#fJA )+ The house at 7 Park Street (#1"4-), another
early to md twentieth century building, has an eclectic m xture of
styles with a gable roof facing the street and irregular, asym
metrical massing. The house at 5 Park Avenue, built later in the
twentieth century, does not contribute to the significance of the
district. . .
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Historical Significance

The Wakefield Park district includes outstanding exanples of subur-
ban architectural styles which were popular at theturn of the
century. The houses l|ocated within theWkefield Park district
docunment t hedevel opment of a planned residential communityi n
Wakefield during thelate nineteenth century.

In t heseventeenth century, Wakefield was originally part of the
old town of Reading. Ol dReading was established i n1644 as a
result of land grants i n1638 and 1639, and covered much of t he'
sane area as thetwo present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading.
In 1812, t hesouthern section of theold town of Reading, now
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town called
Sortp Rlegding. I n 1868, South Reading changed itsnameto
Wakefield.

The original seventeenth century town center of O d Reading devel -
oped at t hebase of Lake Quannapowitt, which i snowthelocation of
the town center of Wakefield. During theColonial Period, civic
and commercial buildings developed along Main Street and expansion
of thetown center continued throughout theearly nineteenth
century. I nthemd-nineteenth century, theBoston and Maine rail-
road chose tolocate their line through thecenter of Wakefield,
making t hetown an important center for new industrial development.
The arrival of therailroad nmade Boston and surrounding communities
nmore accessible t oWkefield residents. The location of the rail-
road depot on North Avenue led t oincreased industrial devel opment
in theNorth Avenue vicinity and shifted thecommercial focus of

the town t ot hesouthern end of Main Street. The civic andec-
clesiastic center of Wakefield remained on t hesouth shore of Lake
Quannapowitt around t hetown common. Throughout the mi d-nineteenth
century, residential neighborhoods began t odevelop around t hetown
center and i nthelate nineteenth century, significant residential
devel opments occurred tot hewest and south of town.

Wakefield Park, a planned residential development, was established
in 1888 i nan area southwest of thetown center south of Chestnut
and Prospect Streets. The land, measuring almost 100 acres, was
south of Cowdry's Hill, and had been used largely as farm and and
orchards until themid-nineteenth century. Developnment of t he area
began i n 1886 when J. A Thonpson and Ol iver Perkins laid out Adans
Street on land comprising Thonpson's orchard and farm  Planned de-
vel opment of Wakefield Park was begun i n1888 by J. S Merrill; he
devel oped house lots along Park Aveune west of Dell Avenue and on
Morrison Road and Summit Avenue.

Devel opment of Wakefield Park was nmost rapid during thel1l890s. I n
1892 Merrill became t hepartner of Charles S Hanks, and they pro-
ceeded t oneet their goal of establishing Wakefield' s most exclu-
sive suburban neighborhood. The house lots were sold with deed
restrictions toensure that thearea would remain aprestigious
upper-mddle class neighborhood. Wakefield Park was marketed as a
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"garden suburb" that would provide a clean and healthful environ-
ment for its inhabitants

The success of Wakefield Park was due in large part to Hank's cor-
rect assessnent of the gradual shift of Wakefield from a town sup-
ported by itsshoe and rattan industries, ice companies, foundry,
and textile business to a Boston commuter suburb. The expansion of
the railroad during the md-nineteenth century provided convenient
transportation for professionals who worked in Boston and who

wi shed to live in the country.

Many of the houses in Wakefield Park have combinations of features
from various styles of architecture, including Colonial Revival,
Craftsman, Tudor Revivial, Queen Anne, and Shingle. \Wile the de-
vel opment contains sone fine exanples of high style architecture in
Wakefield, nost of the houses illustrate an eclectic use of ar-
chitectural styles popular at the turn of the century.
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Ver bal Boundaries ) "

The boundaries for the Wakefield Park District are as shown by the
blue line on the acconpanying map, which i sa portion of Wakefield
Assessor's Map #7. Specifically, the boundaries of the district
are as follows: beginning at the northeastern corner of the l ot at
122 Chestnut Street and proceeding along the northeast curbline of
122 and 120 Chestnut Street; then continuingacross the intersec-
tion of Park Avenue to the northeastern corner of thelot at 2 Park
Avenue and proceeding south along the lot's eastern curbline and
turning right travelling west along itssouthern boundary; then
turning left and proceeding along therear | ot line of 6 Park Ave-
nue and 1-3 Clarina Street to the southeastern corner of 1-3
Clarina Street; then turning right and continuingalong the
southern boundary of 1-3 Clarina Street tothe curbline; then
crossing Clarina Street and travelling west along the southern bor-
der of 8 Park Street; then turning left and travelling south along
the eastern boundary of 2 Dell Avenue to the lot's southeastern
corner; then turning right and proceeding along the southern border
of 2 Dell Avenue tothe curbline; then crossing Dell Avenue tothe
sout heastern corner of the vacant | ot east of 18 Park Avenue and
travelling along therear | ot [ines of the vacant | ot and of 18
Park Avenue and 20 Park Avenue; then continuing along therearl ot
line of thevacant | ot between 20 and 24 Park Avenue and along the
rear | ot line of 24 Park Avenue to the |ot' southwestern corner;
then turning right and proceeding north along the western boundary
of 24 Park Avenue to the curbline; then crossing Park Avenue tothe
sout hwestern corner of | ot at 25 Park Avenue and proceeding north
along the lot's western curbline to itsnorthwestern corner; then
turning right and travelling east along the northern boundary of 25
Park Avenue and partially along the northern rear | ot line of 21
Park Avenue until reaching the southwestern corner of thel ot at
120 Chestnut Street; then turning left and proceeding north along
the rear |l ot line of 120 Chestnut Street to itsnorthwestern
corner; then turning right travelling east along the northern bor-

der of 120 Chestnut Street until reaching the rear | ot [ine of 122
Chestnut Street; then turning left and proceeding along the rear
lot line of 122 Chestnut Street to the lot's northwestern corner;

then turning right and travelling east along the northern boundary
of 122 Chestnut Street returning to the lot's northeastern corner.
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2 PARK AVENUE

ENTRANCE TO WAKEFIELD PARK.

detail of gate

120 CHESTNUT STREET



HISTORIC DISTRICT NOMINATION

"WAKEFIELD PARK DISTRICT"

WAKEFIELD  f MASSACHUSETTS



VIEW FROM CLARINA STREET
FEATURES (L - R 6, 7, 5*
PARK AND BACK OF 120 CHESTNUT.

*5  Park i's nnn-nnnt rithn ti nrt.



H STORIC DI STRICT NOM NATI ON
"WAKEFI ELD  PARK DI STRI CT"

WAKEFI ELD, MASSACHUSETTS
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Please refer to the map In the
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for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300



