






r u r t h e r examples of s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s i n the wakefield Park 
d i s t r i c t which e x h i b i t an I n t e r e s t i n g mix of Shingle s t y l e :-iri£iing 
and com.position cor.ibined w i t h Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g are l o ­
cated at IE Park Avenue (c. 190O/^^2JS6) and 122 Chestnut Street 
(c. 18S5,**«:flZtce) . The house at 18 Park Avenue i s a large 2 1/2 
s t o r y house with a long gable r o o f , large tower and cross gable at 
the west end. Shingle Style elements include the recessed wiridow 
v/ith curved sides i n the gable end, a round shingle covered tower, 
and shingled porch supports. The second f l o o r p a l l a d i a n window, 
the f i r s t f l o o r band of diamond pane windows, and the siam.ese 
hipped dormers cn the roof represent Colonial Revival f e a t u r e s . 
The house at 122 Chestnut Street has a hipped roof w i t h transverse 
gables, a round bay, and a round corner tov/er v/hich c o n t r i b u t e to 
the i n t e r e s t i n g composition cf the b u i l d i n g . Colonial Revival '* 
d e t a i l s are evident i n the stucco r e l i e f s on the tower and cross 
gable end and i n the use of d e n t i l s at the cornice. The f r o n t 
porch has Tudor carved supports. ; : 

The house at the corner of 25 Park Avenue (c. IS 89 ,'̂,'2.*>2.) and Sum.-
mit Avenue has a t y p i c a l Colonial Revival facade when viewed from 
Sum.mit Avenue; i t has a transverse gable roof, shed roof dernier, 
porch on columns, and window surrounds composed of p i l a s t e r s and 
d e n t i l s . 'Wlien viewed from the south, the house i s an a r t f u l 
Shingle Style composition. The long gable roof above 2 l / I s t o r i e s 
descends on the south side i n t o a f i r s t f l o o r polygonal porch 
ro o f . A corner tower adds to the i n t e r e s t i n g miassing of the b u i l d ­
ing as do single s t o r y bays on both the south and west facades. 

In a d d i t i o n to the Colonial Revival and Shingle s t y l e s , several 
ether popular s t y l e s at the t u r n of the century were c l e v e r l y i n ­
corporated i n the e c l e c t i c designs of the residences i n the 
Wakefield Park d i s t r i c t . The 2 1/2 s t o r y house at 2 De l l Avenue 
(c. 19051^^2^^) represents as i n t e r e s t i n g t r a n s i t i o n from the 
Colonial Revival s t y l e of the l a t e nineteenth century to the 
Craftsmian Bungalow s t y l e of the e a r l y ISCOs. Craftsman Style fea­
tures of the b u i l d i n g include the use of f i e l d s t o n e f or the f i r s t 
f l o o r v.'ith shingles above and the use of pergola supports cn the 
recessed f r o n t entry and on the gable overhang. The house also has 
a deep porch beneath i t s long pitched roof, which v.-as a t y p i c a l 
form more often associated with 1 1/2 s t o r y bungalow s t y l e b u i l d -

The 2 1/2 stor y house at 8 Park Avenue (c. 19 0Cf*̂'-?-; ) represents 
an e c l e c t i c examiple of several s t y l e s . I t s steeply pitched gable 
r o o f , popular with the Colonial Revival s t y l e , extends over an 
entrance porch s i m i l a r to bungalow forms associated w i t h the 
Craftsman s t y l e . However, the corner tower, hip;ped roof dorm.ers, 
and s t a i r window on the north were features not often used on 
bungalov.'s and r e f l e c t s the b u i l d i n g ' s e c l e c t i c use of various ar­
c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . 

An example of a Queen Anne s t y l e house i s located at 24 Park Avenue 
(c. 1S902^-3) . The house has i t s gable end facing the s t r e e t and 
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d s t o r y porch across i t s north facade. The porch i s the b u i l d i n g ' s 
p r i n c i p a l ornament: i t has turned posts, a geometric designed r a i l ­
ing a l a t t i c e porch apron, and a polygonal entry. 

The b u i l d i n g at 120 Chestnut Street (c. 1915-20,̂ *<#2fc,<̂  ), c u r r e n t l y 
Temple Emmanuel, represents an example of the English Cottage 
S t y l e , popular i n the Boston area i n the 1920s. The house i s 
stucco covered w i t h a green t i l e d h i p roof and has p r o j e c t i n g 
p a v i l l i o n s and side wings f o r the s l i g h t l y angled plan favored by 
the s t y l e . 

Less a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , the houses at 19 Park Avenue 
(#A/A) and 21 Park Avenue (#A^A) represent Colonial Revival s t r u c ­
tures b u i l t i n the 1920s w i t h shingles and a gambrel ro o f . A 
Craftsman Style house, also l i k e l y b u i l t i n the 1920s, l i e s at 1-3 
Clarina Street (#NA ). The house at 7 Park Street (# VA ) , another 
e a r l y to mid t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g , has an e c l e c t i c mixture of 
s t y l e s w i t h a gable roof facing the s t r e e t and i r r e g u l a r , asym­
m e t r i c a l massing. The house at 5 Park Avenue, b u i l t l a t e r i n the 
t w e n t i e t h century, does not c o n t r i b u t e to the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
d i s t r i c t . 
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H i s t o r i c a l Significance 

The Wakefield Park d i s t r i c t includes outstanding examples of subur­
ban a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s which were popular at the t u r n of the 
century. The houses located w i t h i n the Wakefield Park d i s t r i c t ' 
document the development of a planned r e s i d e n t i a l community i n 
Wakefield during the l a t e nineteenth century. 

In the seventeenth century, Wakefield was o r i g i n a l l y part of the 
old town of Reading. Old Reading was established i n 1644 as a 
r e s u l t of land grants i n 1638 and 1639, and covered much of the 
same area as the two present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading. 
In 1812, the southern s e c t i o n of the old town of Reading, now 
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town c a l l e d 
South Reading. In 1858, South Reading changed i t s name to 
Wakefield. 

The o r i g i n a l seventeenth century town center of Old Reading devel­
oped at the base of Lake Quannapowitt, which i s now the l o c a t i o n of 
the town center of Wakefield. During the Colonial Period, c i v i c 
and commercial b u i l d i n g s developed along Main Street and expansion 
of the town center continued throughout the e a r l y nineteenth 
century. In the mid-nineteenth century, the Boston and Maine r a i l ­
road chose to locate t h e i r l i n e through the center of Wakefield, 
making the town an important center for new i n d u s t r i a l development. 
The a r r i v a l of the r a i l r o a d made Boston and surrounding communities 
more accessible to Wakefield r e s i d e n t s . The l o c a t i o n of the r a i l ­
road depot on North Avenue led to increased i n d u s t r i a l development 
i n the North Avenue v i c i n i t y and s h i f t e d the commercial focus of 
the town to the southern end of Main S t r e e t . The c i v i c and ec­
c l e s i a s t i c center of Wakefield remained on the south shore of Lake 
Quannapowitt around the town common. Throughout the mid-nineteenth 
century, r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods began to develop around the town 
center and i n the l a t e nineteenth century, s i g n i f i c a n t r e s i d e n t i a l 
developments occurred to the west and south of town. 

Wakefield Park, a planned r e s i d e n t i a l development, was established 
i n 1888 i n an area southwest of the town center south of Chestnut 
and Prospect Streets. The land, measuring almost 100 acres, was 
south of Cowdry's H i l l , and had been used l a r g e l y as farmland and 
orchards u n t i l the mid-nineteenth century. Development of the area 
began i n 1886 when J. A. Thompson and Ol i v e r Perkins l a i d out Adams 
Street on land comprising Thom.pson's orchard and farm. Planned de­
velopment of Wakefield Park was begun i n 1888 by J. S. M e r r i l l ; he 
developed house l o t s along Park Aveune west of D e l l Avenue and on 
Morrison Road and Summit Avenue. _ • 

Development of Wakefield Park was most r a p i d during the 1890s. I n 
1892 M e r r i l l became the partner of Charles S. Hanks, and they pro­
ceeded to meet t h e i r goal of e s t a b l i s h i n g Wakefield's most exclu­
sive suburban neighborhood. The house l o t s were sold wi t h deed 
r e s t r i c t i o n s to ensure t h a t the area would remain a p r e s t i g i o u s 
upper-middle class neighborhood. Wakefield Park was marketed as a 

CONnNUED 



23 1989 

-"garden suburb" that would provide a clean and healthful environ­
ment for i t s inhabitants. 

The success of Wakefield Park was due in large part to Hank's cor­
rect assessment of the gradual s h i f t of Wakefield from a town sup­
ported by i t s shoe and rattan industries, ice companies, foundry, 
and t e x t i l e business to a Boston commuter suburb. The expansion of 
the r a i l r o a d during the mid-nineteenth century provided convenient 
transportation for professionals who worked in Boston and who 
wished to l i v e in the country. 

Many of the houses in Wakefield Park have combinations of features 
from various styles of architecture, including Colonial Revival, 
Craftsman, Tudor Revivial, Queen Anne, and Shingle. While the de­
velopment contains some fine examples of high style architecture in 
Wakefield, most of the houses i l l u s t r a t e an eclectic use of ar­
ch i t e c t u r a l styles popular at the turn of the century. 
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WAKEFIELD PARK DISTRICT 
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WAKEFIELD PARK DISTRICT 
Verbal Boundaries 

The boundaries for the Wakefield Park D i s t r i c t are as shown by the 
blue l i n e on the accompanying map, which i s a p o r t i o n of Wakefield 
Assessor's Map #7. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the boundaries of the d i s t r i c t 
are as f o l l o w s : beginning at the northeastern corner of the l o t at 
122 Chestnut Street and proceeding along the northeast c u r b l i n e of 
122 and 120 Chestnut S t r e e t ; then continuing across the i n t e r s e c ­
t i o n of Park Avenue t o the northeastern corner of the l o t at 2 Park 
Avenue and proceeding south along the l o t ' s eastern c u r b l i n e and 
t u r n i n g r i g h t t r a v e l l i n g west along i t s southern boundary; then 
t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding along the rear l o t l i n e of 6 Park Ave­
nue and 1-3 Clarina Street to the southeastern corner of 1-3 
Clarina Street; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and continuing along the 
southern boundary of 1-3 Clarina Street to the c u r b l i n e ; then 
crossing Clarina Street and t r a v e l l i n g west along the southern bor­
der of 8 Park Street; then t u r n i n g l e f t and t r a v e l l i n g south along 
the eastern boundary of 2 D e l l Avenue to the l o t ' s southeastern 
corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and proceeding along the southern border 
of 2 D e l l Avenue to the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing D e l l Avenue to the 
southeastern corner of the vacant l o t east of 18 Park Avenue and 
t r a v e l l i n g along the rear l o t l i n e s of the vacant l o t and of 18 
Park Avenue and 20 Park Avenue; then continuing along the rear l o t 
l i n e of the vacant l o t between 20 and 24 Park Avenue and along the 
rear l o t l i n e of 24 Park Avenue t o the l o t ' southwestern corner; 
then t u r n i n g r i g h t and proceeding north along the western boundary 
of 24 Park Avenue to the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing Park Avenue to the 
southwestern corner of l o t at 25 Park Avenue and proceeding north 
along the l o t ' s western c u r b l i n e t o i t s northwestern corner; then 
t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g east along the northern boundary of 25 
Park Avenue and p a r t i a l l y along the northern rear l o t l i n e of 21 
Park Avenue u n t i l reaching the southwestern corner of the l o t at 
120 Chestnut Street; then t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding north along 
the rear l o t l i n e of 120 Chestnut Street to i t s northwestern 
corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t t r a v e l l i n g east along the northern bor­
der of 120 Chestnut Street u n t i l reaching the rear l o t l i n e of 122 
Chestnut Street; then t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding along the rear 
l o t l i n e of 122 Chestnut Street t o the l o t ' s northwestern corner; 
then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g east along the northern boundary 
of 122 Chestnut Street r e t u r n i n g t o the l o t ' s northeastern corner. 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
"materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) / / ̂  njJ 

zzcSSiKeSess'^'"" ^ ^ ^-^^ > jA7^AA:i^ 
clarity r ^ i ^ G ^ ^ P^/TLJQ^ ^CL ^CTVA^AVJUJL ^ 

X applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification i 

JTjjiM^yaml^ 
ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 7A£j^^ct,XAi/^^^ 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l Signficance 

In the l a t e nineteenth century, Wakefield Park Wcts l a i d out as a 
planned r e s i d e n t i a l developnient over appro:<iraately one hundred 
acres of land located south of Cowdry's H i l l i n the southeastern 
se c t i o n of Wakefield, Massachusetts. The v;akefield Park d i s t r i c t 
includes a p o r t i o n of t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l community; i t consists of 
s i x t e e n p r o p e r t i e s located along Park Avenue at the entrance to the 
development w i t h a few a d d i t i o n a l contiguous b u i l d i n g s on Chestnut 
St r e e t , Clarina S t r e e t , and D e l l Avenue. The d i s t r i c t encompasses 
approximately 8 acres which includes s i x t e e n p r o p e r t i e s w i t h one 
r e s i d e n t i a l i n t r u s i o n located at 5 Park Avenue. 

The entrance at Park Avenue to the Wakefield Park development be­
gins w i t h a spacious c i r c u l a r d r i v e around an open green space. 
This area forms the center of the Wakefield Park d i s t r i c t . The 
topography i n Wakefield Park i s i r r e g u l a r v.-ith many h i l l s and 
wooded slopes w i t h mature t r e e s . The house l o t s are f a i r l y large 
v/hich r e f l e c t the founders' i n t e n t i o n s to develop an area for gra­
cious subuct>a^ l i v i n g . 

Wakefield Park e x h i b i t s a wide v a r i e t y of hom.es which most often 
combine features from various s t y l e s of a r c l i i t e c t u r e i n c l u d i n g 
Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Tudor Revival, Queen Anne, and 
Shingle. The p o r t i o n of Wakefield Park included i n the d i s t r i c t i s 
f a i r l y i n t a c t v/ith few modern i n t r u s i o n s . The b u i l d i n g s of the 
d i s t r i c t are i n good c o n d i t i o n and have experienced few a l t e r a ­
t i o n s . Very few of the b u i l d i n g s have added aluminum, siding) 

cedar shingles continue to be the p r e v a i l i n g s i d i n g m a t e r i a l . 

Many of the b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the VJakefield Park d i s t r i c t comibine 
elements from the Shingle ^ t y l e and from the Colonial Revival 
s t y l e . Both were popular a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s at the t u r n of the 
century and were most of t e n used on m.iddle and upper middle class 
houses i n Wakefield. The houses located at the entrance to 
VJakefield Park along Park Avenue are examples of a mix between 
Colonial Revival m o t i f s and Shingle s t y l e elements. The shingled 
house at 2 Park Avenue (c. 1899,jy|fj(^|4^^ has several Colonial Revival 
features i n c l u d i n g paired colonnettes on the f i r s t and second s t o r y 
porches, dormers w i t h small hipped r o o f s , and paneling on the porch 
r a i l . However, the general massing and form.s, v/hile somewhat sym­
m e t r i c a l , also r e f l e c t a Shingle 5 t y l e i n f l u e n c e . The general 
massing of the shingled b u i l d i n g at 4 Park Avenue ( c . 1900^^ N:^) 
also derives fromi the Shingle Style while i t s hipped r o o f , dormers, 
and d o r i c porch columns r e f l e c t C o l o n i a l Revival m o t i f s . 

The house at 6 Park Avenue (c. 1909*fcC4-A/A ) e x h i b i t s several promi­
nent Colonial Revival c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; i t has a transverse gam.brel 
roof w i t h dormers, a p a l l a d i a n window i n the gable f i e l d , a sym­
m e t r i c a l f r o n t facade, and d o r i c porch columns. The shingled ex­
t e r i o r and the shingled porch r a i l are Shingle Style influences. 
The b u i l d i n g at 20 Park Avenue (c. 19 02!f̂ *mr-f̂ At) also has a t r a n s ­
verse gambrel roo f w i t h an added c e n t r a l c o n i c a l tower. Although 
the house has been covered by aluminum s i f t i n g , i t s wide massing and 
shingled porch r a i l s t i l l show a Shingle s t y l e i n f l u e n c e . 
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Further examples of s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s i n the Wakefield Park 
d i s t r i c t which e x h i b i t an i n t e r e s t i n g m.ix of Shingle s t y l e massing 
and composition combined w i t h Colonial Revival d e t a i l i n g are l o ­
cated at 18 Park Avenue (c. 190S/»SiS'Zk6 ) and 122 Chestnut Street 
(c. 138 5,**'«̂S2ic6) . The house at 18 Park Avenue i s a large 2 1/2 
s t o r y house with a long gable r o o f , large tower and cross gable at 
the west end. Shingle Style elements include the recessed wiridow 
w i t h curved sides i n the gable end, a round shingle covered tower, 
and shingled porch supports. The second f l o o r p a l l a d i a n window, 
the f i r s t f l o o r band of diamond pane windows, and the Siamese 
hipped dormers on the roof represent Colonial Revival f e a t u r e s . 
The house at 122 Chestnut Street has a hipped roof w i t h transverse 
gables, a round bay, and a round corner tower v/hich c o n t r i b u t e to 
the i n t e r e s t i n g composition of the b u i l d i n g . C olonial Revival 
d e t a i l s are evident i n the stucco r e l i e f s on the tower and cross 
gable end and i n the use of d e n t i l s at the cornice. The f r o n t 
porch has Tudor carved supports. 

The house at tli e corner of 25 Park Avenue (c. 1889 ,'^2A2.) and Sum­
mit Avenue has a t y p i c a l Colonial Revival facade when viewed from 
Summit Avenue; i t has a transverse gable r o o f , shed roof dormer, 
porch on columns, and window surrounds composed of p i l a s t e r s and 
d e n t i l s . V7hen viewed from the south, the house i s an a r t f u l 
Shingle Style composition. The long gable roof above 2 1/2 s t o r i e s 
descends on the south side i n t o a f i r s t f l o o r polygonal porch 
r o o f . A corner tower adds to the i n t e r e s t i n g massing of the b u i l d ­
ing as do s i n g l e s t o r y bays on both the south and west facades. 

In addition to the Colonial Revival and Shingle styles, several 
other popular styles at the turn of the century were cleverly in­
corporated in the eclectic designs of the residences in the 
VJakefield Park district. The 2 1/2 story house at 2 Dell Avenue 
(c. 1905jf^#2^4) represents as interesting transition from the 
Colonial Revival style of the late nineteenth century to the 
Craftsman Bungalow style of the early 1900s. Craftsman Style fea­
tures of the building include the use of fieldstone for the first 
floor v/ith shingles above and the use of pergola supports on the 
recessed front entry and on the gable overhang. The house also has 
a deep porch beneath its long pitched roof, which was a typical 
form more often associated with 1 1/2 story bungalow style build­
ings . • y^ • 

The 2 1/2 s t o r y house at 8 Park Avenue (c. 1900!f^#A/A) represents 
an E c l e c t i c examiple of several s t y l e s . I t s steeply p i t c h e d gable 
r o o f , popular wi t h the Colonial Revival s t y l e , extends over an 
entrance porch s i m i l a r t o bungalow form.s associated w i t h the 
Craftsman s t y l e . However, the corner tower, hipped roof dormers, 
and s t a i r window on the north v/ere features not of t e n used on 
bungalows and r e f l e c t s the b u i l d i n g ' s e c l e c t i c use of various ar- -
c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . 

An example of a Queen Anne s t y l e house i s located at 24 Park Avenue 
(c. 18 9 0 T'ftfi 2̂ ,-3) . The house has i t s gable end facing the s t r e e t and 
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a s t o r y porch across i t s north facade. The porch i s the b u i l d i n g ' s 
p r i n c i p a l ornament: i t has turned posts, a geometric designed r a i l ­
ing a l a t t i c e porch apron, and a polygonal e n t r y . 

The b u i l d i n g at 120 Chestnut Street (c. 1915-20 ****#2&̂ ) / c u r r e n t l y 
Temple Emmanuel, represents an example of the English Cottage 
S t y l e , popular i n the Boston area i n the 1920s. The house i s 
stucco covered w i t h a green t i l e d h i p roof and has p r o j e c t i n g 
p a v i l l i o n s and side wings f o r the s l i g h t l y angled plan favored by 
the s t y l e . 

Less a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , the houses at 19 Park Avenue 
(#MA) and 21 Park Avenue i^f^A ) represent Co l o n i a l Revival s t r u c ­
tures b u i l t i n the 1920s w i t h shingles and a gambrel r o o f . A 
Craftsman Style house, also l i k e l y b u i l t i n the 1920s, l i e s at 1-3 
Clarina Street (#fJA )• The house a t 7 Park Street (#1^4-), another 
e a r l y to mid t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g , has an e c l e c t i c mixture of 
s t y l e s w i t h a gable roof f a c i n g the s t r e e t and i r r e g u l a r , asym­
m e t r i c a l massing. The house at 5 Park Avenue, b u i l t l a t e r i n the 
t w e n t i e t h century, does not c o n t r i b u t e to the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
d i s t r i c t . • • 
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H i s t o r i c a l S ignificance 

The Wakefield Park d i s t r i c t includes outstanding examples o£ subur­
ban a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s which were popular at the t u r n of the 
century. The houses located w i t h i n the Wakefield Park d i s t r i c t 
document the development of a planned r e s i d e n t i a l community i n 
Wakefield during the l a t e nineteenth century. 

In the seventeenth century, Wakefield was o r i g i n a l l y p a rt of the 
old town of Reading. Old Reading was established i n 1644 as a 
r e s u l t of land grants i n 1638 and 1639, and covered much of the ' 
same area as the two present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading. 
In 1812, the southern s e c t i o n of the old town of Reading, now 
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town c a l l e d 
South Reading. I n 1868, South Reading changed i t s name to 
Wakefield. 

The o r i g i n a l seventeenth century town center of Old Reading devel­
oped at the base of Lake Quannapowitt, which i s now the l o c a t i o n of 
the town center of Wakefield. During the Col o n i a l Period, c i v i c 
and commercial b u i l d i n g s developed along Main Street and expansion 
of the town center continued throughout the e a r l y nineteenth 
century. In the mid-nineteenth century, the Boston and Maine r a i l ­
road chose to locate t h e i r l i n e through the center of Wakefield, 
making the town an important center f o r new i n d u s t r i a l development. 
The a r r i v a l of the r a i l r o a d made Boston and surrounding communities 
more accessible to Wakefield r e s i d e n t s . The l o c a t i o n of the r a i l ­
road depot on North Avenue led to increased i n d u s t r i a l development 
i n the North Avenue v i c i n i t y and s h i f t e d the commercial focus of 
the town t o the southern end of Main S t r e e t . The c i v i c and ec­
c l e s i a s t i c center of Wakefield remained on the south shore of Lake 
Quannapowitt around the town common. Throughout the mid-nineteenth 
century, r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods began t o develop around the town 
center and i n the l a t e nineteenth century, s i g n i f i c a n t r e s i d e n t i a l 
developments occurred to the west and south of town. 

Wakefield Park, a planned r e s i d e n t i a l development, was established 
i n 1888 i n an area southwest of the town center south of Chestnut 
and Prospect S t r e e t s . The land, measuring almost 100 acres, was 
south of Cowdry's H i l l , and had been used l a r g e l y as farmland and 
orchards u n t i l the mid-nineteenth century. Development of the area 
began i n 1886 when J. A. Thompson and O l i v e r Perkins l a i d out Adams 
Stree t on land comprising Thompson's orchard and farm. Planned de­
velopment of Wakefield Park was begun i n 1888 by J. S. M e r r i l l ; he 
developed house l o t s along Park Aveune west of D e l l Avenue and on 
Morrison Road and Summit Avenue. 

Development of Wakefield Park was most r a p i d during the 1890s. I n 
1892 M e r r i l l became the partner of Charles S. Hanks, and they pro­
ceeded t o meet t h e i r goal of e s t a b l i s h i n g Wakefield's most ex c l u ­
siv e suburban neighborhood. The house l o t s were sold w i t h deed 
r e s t r i c t i o n s t o ensure t h a t the area would remain a p r e s t i g i o u s 
upper-middle class neighborhood. Wakefield Park was marketed as a 
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"garden suburb" t h a t would provide a clean and h e a l t h f u l e n viron­
ment f o r i t s i n h a b i t a n t s . 

The success of Wakefield Park was due i n large part t o Hank's cor­
r e c t assessment of the gradual s h i f t of Wakefield from a town sup­
ported by i t s shoe and r a t t a n i n d u s t r i e s , ice companies, foundry, 
and t e x t i l e business to a Boston commuter suburb. The expansion of 
the r a i l r o a d during the mid-nineteenth century provided convenient 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l s who worked i n Boston and who 
wished to l i v e i n the country. 

Many of the houses i n Wakefield Park have combinations of features 
from various s t y l e s of a r c h i t e c t u r e , i n c l u d i n g Colonial R e v i v a l , 
Craftsman, Tudor R e v i v i a l , Queen Anne, and Shingle. While the de­
velopment contains some f i n e examples of high s t y l e a r c h i t e c t u r e i n 
Wakefield, most of the houses i l l u s t r a t e an e c l e c t i c use of a r ­
c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s popular at the t u r n of the century. 
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WAKEFIELD PARK DISTRICT 
Verbal Boundaries . " 

The boundaries f o r the Wakefield Park D i s t r i c t are as shown by the 
blue l i n e on the accompanying map, which i s a p o r t i o n of Wakefield 
Assessor's Map #7. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the boundaries of the d i s t r i c t 
are as f o l l o w s : beginning at the northeastern corner of the l o t a t 
122 Chestnut Street and proceeding along the northeast c u r b l i n e of 
122 and 120 Chestnut S t r e e t ; then c o n t i n u i n g across the i n t e r s e c ­
t i o n of Park Avenue t o the northeastern corner of the l o t at 2 Park 
Avenue and proceeding south along the l o t ' s eastern c u r b l i n e and 
t u r n i n g r i g h t t r a v e l l i n g west along i t s southern boundary; then 
t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding along the rear l o t l i n e of 6 Park Ave­
nue and 1-3 Clarina Street to the southeastern corner of 1-3 
Clarina S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and con t i n u i n g along the 
southern boundary of 1-3 Clarina Street to the c u r b l i n e ; then 
crossing Clarina Street and t r a v e l l i n g west along the southern bor­
der of 8 Park S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g l e f t and t r a v e l l i n g south along 
the eastern boundary of 2 D e l l Avenue t o the l o t ' s southeastern 
corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and proceeding along the southern border 
of 2 D e l l Avenue to the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing D e l l Avenue to the 
southeastern corner of the vacant l o t east of 18 Park Avenue and 
t r a v e l l i n g along the rear l o t l i n e s of the vacant l o t and of 18 
Park Avenue and 20 Park Avenue; then c o n t i n u i n g along the rear l o t 
l i n e of the vacant l o t between 20 and 24 Park Avenue and along the 
rear l o t l i n e of 24 Park Avenue t o the l o t ' southwestern corner; 
then t u r n i n g r i g h t and proceeding n o r t h along the western boundary 
of 24 Park Avenue to the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing Park Avenue to the 
southwestern corner of l o t at 25 Park Avenue and proceeding north 
along the l o t ' s western c u r b l i n e t o i t s northwestern corner; then 
t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g east along the northern boundary of 25 
Park Avenue and p a r t i a l l y along the northern rear l o t l i n e of 21 
Park Avenue u n t i l reaching the southwestern corner of the l o t at 
120 Chestnut S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding n o r t h along 
the rear l o t l i n e of 120 Chestnut S t r e e t to i t s northwestern 
corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t t r a v e l l i n g east along the northern bor­
der of 120 Chestnut S t r e e t u n t i l reaching the rear l o t l i n e of 122 
Chestnut S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g l e f t and proceeding along the rear 
l o t l i n e of 122 Chestnut Street t o the l o t ' s northwestern corner; 
then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g east along the northern boundary 
of 122 Chestnut S t r e e t r e t u r n i n g t o the l o t ' s northeastern corner. 
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detail of gate 
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