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7. Historical data. Explaia tbe historical/architectural importance of this area. , ZZ' ' 

The area around Berkeley Street was part of a thirty-seven 
acre parcel acquired in 18^3 by Professor Joseph Worcester. In 

^̂ ;1852 Worcester laid out part of Berkeley and Buckingham Streets > 
"and a l l of Craigie Street and began selling house lots. — 

•..j^ Despite its being developed by different owners, Berl;eley Street 
' lias a splendid urban unity and contains the best concentration of 
'rBracketed and Mansard houses in the city. Of the street's eighteen 
houses, twelve date from between I852 and I873. The few Queen Anne ^ 
houses erected later in large side yards are in keeping with the mass 
and siting of the earlier works; so is the extremely well-designed v 
stucco house (I905) at Number 16. Two houses. Numbere \12 and 15» have 
been altered, but retain much original trim. 

1. Pi7/-or-Brown House (1852: c.1900, c.1915), 1 Berkeley ^ , , ' 
[_̂^ Street.. This greatly remodelled Bracketed Italianate ^ 

house was built by Dr. Pryor, a Baptist pastor, subse- •- _y 
"'11 c[YGnt occupants included Albert Brown, secretary to Governor ri-

Andrew during the Civil War. 

2. Richard Henry Dana House (1852), k Berkeley Street. A 
large and elaborate Bracketed Italianate structure which 
was the home of Richard Henry Dana, author of Two Years 
Before the Mast̂ ,.̂ ,. . • .. , 

3. 6 Berkeley Street (1853)* This excellent example of a 
suburban nouse of the 1850*s was built by Moses and Jedediah 
Ricker for Miss Catherine Donnison. Its low-pitched gables 
and heavy modillion brackets are characteristic of the 
Bracketed Italianate style. 

^. Wyeth-Allen House (185^), 5 Berkeley Street. The architect 
Calvin Ryder designed this fine example of a suburbsm 
Italianate house. The house was built by Jonas Wyeth I I I 
for the Misses Lyman who had a school for your^ ladies in * 
i t . By 1857 Wyeth and his family were living there. I t 
is a classic example of a mid-nineteenth cent«ry, T-plan 
Italianate residence. 

,.. • • . • .. • •. r.'',. .'•'.. ., .• * ' •.. •'... '. •' 'A'... . • 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, - i,' 
early maps, etc. 

•> ̂  '.: 
J . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZĈ MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Page 2 ' . ^. 

Conmunity: Form No: 

Old Cambri dge OC 1.3 

Property Name: Berkeley S t r ee t Property Name: 
N.R.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form >*iich is being continued below. Z « 

5. 19 Berkeley St r e e t (.1855). Notable f e a t u r e s o f t h i s Bracketed 
I t a l i a n a t e ho\ise include i t s pedimented gable, arched windows, 
quoins and f r o n t porch w i t h arched and c o r b e l l e d a r c h i t r a v e . 
I t was b u i l t f o r Charles Folsom, a b r o t h e r - i n - l a w o f Professor 
Worcester who l a i d out p a r t of Berkeley S t r e e t . 

6. 21 Berkeley S t r e e t (1855). This Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e residence 
i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s gabled c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n . I t was b u i l t 
f o r Charles Vaughan, whose son arranged f o r a wooden boardwalk 
on Berkeley S t r e e t , at t h a t time unpaved and muddy. 

7. Pryor-Howells House (1857), 3 Berkeley S t r e e t . Dr. Pryor also 
b u i l t t h i s smaller more modest house and he and h i s w i f e l i v e d 
there f o r some years. I n 1872 W i l l i a m Dean Howells and h i s 
w i f e rented the house and l i k e d i t so much t h a t they b u i l t one 
on the same plan on Concord Avenue. 

8. W i l l i a m Newell House C1857), 20 Berkeley S t r e e t . This e a r l y 
Mansard house was b u i l t f o r Dr. W i l l i a m Newell, pastor o f the 
U n i t a r i a n Church i n Harvard Square. Noteworthy features o f the 
house are the elaborate p a i r e d b r a c k e t s , corner quoins and low 
concave Mansard r o o f . 

9. Henry Ware House (1860), 8 Berkeley S t r e e t . B u i l d e r O l i v e r 
Hastings constructed t h i s Mansard house f o r Henry Ware. Ware 
was Secretary t o Governors Andrew and B u l l o c k , and Secretary t o 
the Senate i n Washington. He helped found the f i r s t permanent 
symphony orchestra i n Boston, the forerunner of the present 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. 

Lyman W i l l i s t o n House (1863), 15 Berkeley S t r e e t . This much-
a l t e r e d house i s Old Cambridge's only te^ctbook example o f an 
" I t a l i a n V i l l a . " Erected f o r Lyman W i l l i s t o n , the asymmetrical 
plan and towered s i l h o u e t t e are t y p i c a l o f the v i l l a form. A 
one-story wing housed the Berkeley S t r e e t School which Mr. 
W i l l i s t o n d i r e c t e d . I t was l a t e r detached and remodelled i n t o , 
a separate d w e l l i n g at N\xmber 17. - y .---. ^ •. . .. • «. ,. 

Z l . -17 Berkeley S t r e e t (1863). This s t r u c t u r e was o r i g i n a l l y an 
e l l o f the house next door a t Number 15. I t was detached i n 
19 0 0 w i t h a l t e r a t i o n s made a t t h a t time by Dwight & Chandler, 

' iT and again i n 1912 by the f i r m o f Kilham £ Hopkins. 

12^ John Fiske House (1878), 22 Berkeley S t r e e t . This Mansard 
house was designed by G r i f f i t h Thomas. I t was the home o f 
historia.n John Fiske (1842-1901) , an a c t i v e promoter o f 
Darwin's theory o f e v o l u t i o n and l i b r a r i a n o f Harvard College 
from 1872-1879 

10 

£ > 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Page 3 ^ • 

Conmunity: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 

OC 1.3. 

Property Name: Berkeley St . N.R.D 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vihidti is being continued below. 

13. 12 Berkeley Street CT882 1. This Queen Anne/Shingle Style '' '.1^'Z. 
house, althoxigh stuccoed over, retains xauch of i t s o r i g i n a l ; a' 
tr i m . A f i n e t r i p l e window indicates the s t a i r landing; * . 
the h a l f timbered front porch dates c.1920 . 

m. John Allyn House (1886), 11 Berkeley Street. This unusually 
well-preserved Queen Anne/Shmgle Style house was designed by 
archi t e c t William Ralph Emerson f o r John A l l y n , who established 
the publishing f i r m of Allyn S Bacon. 

15. 13 Berkeley Street (1898). The a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Dwight 
S Chandler designed t h i s late Queen Anne/Shingle Style house. 

The Berkeley Street National Register D i s t r i c t includes properties 
on both sides of Berkeley Street between Craigie Street and P h i l l i p s 
Place (see Cambridge Community Development D. Quad Maps 9, 11 § 12). 
The boundaries were chosen to include houses and l o t s maintaining the 
spacing and style of the street's nineteenth century appearance. 

-END-
.... 

.... ( 

• A v. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



ARCHITECRRM SIGNIFICANCE of area. [Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Berkeley Street,, cut o f f from through t r a f f i c and i n s u l a t e d by 
b r i c k b u i l d i n g s , enjoys a great sense of i s o l a t i o n from the urban 
environment. Berkeley Place, a cul-de-sac, i s even q u i e t e r than Berkeley 
St r e e t . The spacious l o t s and hi g h p r o p o r t i o n o f .high s t y l e Mansard 
and Bracketed i t a l i a n a t e houses make t h i s d i s t r i c t one of the most 
dis t i n g u i s h e d i n Cambridge. ' 

Berkeley Street contains many v a r i a n t s of the Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e . Three examples of the mid-nineteenth century T-shaped pla n , 
5 and 5 Berkeley Street e s t a b l i s h the suburban mode of the s t r e e t . One-
story porches f i l l the angles of the T. Other I t a l i a n a t e features 
include low-pitched gables, heavy m o d i l l i o n brackets under the eaves and 
round headed windows. \, , •• • 

HIST0RI&"IFSci^M^4"'o^'arl^a" , 
and hov i t affected community; be specific). ontmued 

The area around Berkeley St r e e t was p a r t of of a t h i r t y - s e v e n acre 
parcel acquired i n 1843 by Professor Joseph Worcester from the Vassall-
Craigie e s t a t e . By 1852, Worcester had l a i d out pa r t of Berkeley and 
Buckingham Streets and a l l o f Craigie St r e e t and began s e l l i n g l o t s f o r ex­
pensive houses. Berkeley Place, which provided ingress to the back f i e l d 
of the Worcester home l o t at 121 B r a t t l e . S t r e e t , was l a i d out i n 1890. 

Despite being developed by d i f f e r e n t owners, the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a • 
splendid urban u n i t y and contains the best concentration of Bracketted 
I t a l i a n a t e and Mansard houses i n Cambridge. The few Queen Anne and 
Stucco Style houses erected l a t e r i n l a r g e side yards and on Berkeley 
Place are i n keeping w i t h the mass and s i t i n g o f the e a r l i e r works. 

Several houses i n the d i s t r i c t had prominent owners. The Richard 
Henry Dana House (1851) at 4 Berkeley S t r e e t , a large and elaborate 
Bracketted I t a l i a n a t e s t r u c t u r e , was the home o f Richard Henry Dana, 
author of Two Years Before the Mast. The John Fiske House (1878), at 
22 Berkeley Street was the home of John Fiske (1842-1901), an a c t i v e 
promoter of Darwin's theory of e v o l u t i o n and l i b r a r i a n of Harvard , 
College from 1872-1879. F i n a l l y , 8 Berkeley Street was the home of 
Henry V.'are, Secretary t o Governors Andrew and Bullock, and Secretary 
t o the Senate i n Washington. He also helped t o found the f i r s t perma­
nent symphony orchestra i n Boston, the forerunner of the present Boston 
BIBLIOGR™- and/or REFERENCES Symphony Orchestra. 

Continued 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lM-6'80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASS.\CHUSErrS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Cambridge Mass. 
Cambr:dpe MRA 

Form No: 
I 3 

Property Name: Berkeley St. 5 PI 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n ' t . 

'•y 

examples. 19 Berkeley St r e e t features corner quoins, a pedimented 
gable w i t h arched windows on i t s side elevations and a f r o n t porch 
wit h arched windows and c o r b e l l e d a r c h i t r a v e . Number 21 Berkeley 
Street's most d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i s i t s gabled c e n t r a l 
p a v i l i o n . 

A t h i r d I t a l i a n a t e form, the " I t a l i a n V i l l a " , i s also represented 
on Berkeley S t r e e t . Cambridge's only textbook example of t h i s v i l l a 
form stands a t number 15 and features an asymmetrical plan and tower. 

Representing the Mansard s t y l e i s 20 Berkeley S t r e e t . Except 
f o r i t s r o o f which has simple dormers, t h i s e a r l y Mansard, w i t h 
i t s corner quoins, heavy paired eaves brackets and center porch, r e ­
sembles the gabled I t a l i a n a t e house at 19 Berkeley S t r e e t . Other 
Mansards include 22 Berkeley S t r e e t which features a flushboarded 
facade and number 8 designed by O l i v e r Hastings, a prominent Cambridge 
a r c h i t e c t . 

The Queen Anne/Shingle Style i s represented by 11, 12 and 13 ». -
Berkeley Street,and 3 Berkeley Place. The best developed and w e l l -
preserved of these, 11 Berkeley St r e e t was designed by a r c h i t e c t W i l l i a m 
Ralph Emerson. Typical Shingle Sty l e d e t a i l s include rounded corners 
which preserve the c o n t i n u i t y of the shingled surface and a u n i f i e d 
roof l i n e . 

Representing the 20th Century are two Stucco Style houses a t 
16 Berkeley Street and 7 Berkeley Place by Ha r t l e y Dennett and A.W. 
Jackson r e s p e c t i v e l y . The overhanging eaves w i t h brackets, s l a t e 
roof and varies f e n e s t r a t i o n help these b u i l d i n g s f i t i n w e l l w i t h 
t h e i r nineteenth century neighbors. 

Berkeley St r e e t and Berkeley Place are s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n 
C as embodying the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the Bracketed 
I t a l i a n a t e , Mansard and Shingle s t y l e s . , . • . • 

, Staple to Inventory form at botton. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHbfcT 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CĈ ^̂ ISSION 
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Conraunity: 
Cambridge Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

Form No: 

I 3 

Property Name: Berkeley S t . & P i . 
N R n 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Criteria For Evaluation - v .'• 

The Berkeley Street and Berkeley Place National Register D i s t r i c t 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a nineteenth and early twentieth century r e s i ­
dential neighborhood i n a fine state of preservation. Most of the 
early houses on Berkeley Street are large well-maintained examples 
of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The houses on Berkeley Place were b u i l t 
a fter 1890, but are consistent i n scale and materials with those on 
Berkeley Street. Both streets r e t a i n t h e i r i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, set t i n g , material, feeling and workmanship, and f u l f i l l C r i ­
terion C of the National Register of Historic Places. The d i s t r i c t 
i s also s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n B for i t s associations with people 
i n the f i e l d s of l i t e r a t u r e and education. The Berkeley Street and 
Berkeley Place National Register D i s t r i c t was found to be si g n i f i c a n t 
under the themes of residential architecture: nineteenth and early 
twentieth century, education, and l i t e r a t u r e , as proposed by Dr. Cynthia 
to the Review Committee for the Study of Architecture of Harvard Uni­
versity and i t s Environs i n Cambridge. 

Berkeley Street i s a quiet r e s i d e n t i a l street cut o f f from 
through t r a f f i c , Berkeley Place, being a cul-de-sac, i s even more 
peaceful than Berkeley Street. Berkeley Street possesses great 
architectural unity and a large proportion of high style buildings. 
The houses on Berkeley Place, though l a t e r i n date, are s i m i l i a r 
i n t h e i r high degree of arch i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y . 

The boundaries of the Berkeley Street and Berkeley Place 
National Register D i s t r i c t include a l l addresses on these streets 
except 10 and 11 Berkeley Place. The boundaries were drawn to include 
houses and l o t s maintaining the spacing and style of the streets' 
nineteenth century appearance. The d i s t r i c t i s insulated to the south 
by the brick complex of the Episcopal Theological School, and to the 
north by several apartment buildings along Concord Avenue. 

The only building that does not contribute to the district, at 24 Berkeley Street, 
is an un-distinguished house of vaguely Colonial Revival style. I t is included so 
to include the entire length of Berkely Street in the district. 

as 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 





Berkeley S t r ee t and Berkeley Place N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i s t r i c t , Cambridge, Mass., Cambridge MRA 

DISTKICr DATA SIII-IT 

1, 

MAI' « IIISIOUIC NÂU•. Sl Ui;i;r ADDUl-SS iwiii OF a)NsruucrioN STYI.Ii c/NC 

218,12 NA 1 Berkeley P I . 1892 QA/SS/CR C 

218,10 NA 2 Berkeley P I . 1892 SS/CR C 

218,13 NA 3 Berkeley P I . 1892 SS/CR C 

218,17 NA 4 Berkeley P I . 1910 NG C 

218,15 NA 5 Berkeley P I . 1900 QA/SS/NT c 

218,26 NA 6 Berkeley P I . 1914, QA c 

218,27 NA 7 Berkeley P I . 1913 NT c 

218,30 NA 8 Berkeley P I . 1931 CR/NG c 

216,24 Pryor/Brown House 1 Berkeley St. • 1852 " . BI c 

170,33 NA 2h Berkeley St. 1894 CR c 

216,23 - Pryor/Howells House 3 Berkeley St. .Z 1856 BI c 

217,5 Richard H. Dana House 4 Berkeley St. 1851-1852 BI c 

216,38,39 Wyeth/Allen House 5--7R Berkeley St. 1852 BI c 

217,4 NA 6 Berkeley St. 1853 BI c 

217,3 Henry Ware House 8 Berkeley St. . y \ - 1859-60 MS c 

216,26 , ; John A l l y n House 11 Berkeley St. 1886 SS c 

217,2 NA 12 Berkeley St. 1881 SS/QA c 

216,21 NA 13 Berkeley St. •' 1898 SS c 

217,29 Lyman W i l l i s t o n House 15 Berkeley St. 1863 BI c 

217,1 NA 16 Berkeley St. 1905 MD c 
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BERKELEY STREET 6 BERKELEY PLACE N.R. I 
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