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7. Historical data. Explaia tbe historical/architectural importance of this area. , 27"

The area around Berkeley Street was part of athirty-seven
acre parcel acquired i n18"3 by Professor Joseph Wrcester. In
M 1852 Worcester laid out part of Berkel e)(. and Bucki ngham Streets >
"and al | of Craigie Street and began selling house |ots. —
N Despite itsheing developed by different owners, Berl;eley Street
‘" lias a splendid urban unity and contains the best concentration of
"rBracketed and Mansard houses i nthecity. @ thestreet's eighteen
houses, twelve date from between 1852 and 1873. The few Queen Anne
houses erected later i nlarge side yards arei nkeeping wth the nass
and siting of the earlier works; soisthe extremely well-designed %
stucco house (1905) at Nuntber 16. Two houses. Nunbere \12 and 15» have
been altered, but retain nuch original trim

>

1. RB7/-o-Bown Huse (1852: c¢.1900, c.1915), 1 Berkeley N
[ Street.. This greatly renodelled Bracketed Italianate N
house was built by Dr. Pryor, a Baptist pastor, subse- .

""11 c[YGt occupants included Al bert Brown, secretary to Governor ri-
Andrew during the Civil Veér.

2. Richard Henry Dana House (1852?, k Berkeley Street. A

| arge and el aborate Bracketed [talianate structure which
was the hone of Richard Henry Dana, author of Two Years
Before the Msth, . A, . ...,

3. 6 Berkeley Street (1853)* This excellent exanple of a
suburban nouse of the 1850*s was built by Mses and Jededi ah
Ricker for Mss Catherine Donnison. |ts/|owpitched gables
and heavy nodillion brackets arecharacteristic of the
Bracketed Italianate style.

. Weth-Alen Huse (185%), 5 Berkeley Street. The architect
Calvin Ryder designed this fine exanple of a suburbsm
|talianate house. The house was built by Jonas Weth |||
for the Msses Lynan who had a school for your” ladies in *
It E?/ 1857 Weth and his famly were ||V|nct; there. It
Is a classic exanple of a md-nineteenth cent«ry, T-plan
Italianate residence.

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, -
early maps, etc.

| I
"ty - *'7. .> /\ AN o ... 6 o e 7 o

H N 373 Vo

° ° . ° .. o o e, o ¥ ' °.. o' .



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmunity: Form No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL (ZC*"MISION Old Cambridge o 13

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Page 2 A Property Name Berkeley Street
N.R.D.

Indicate each itemon inventory form>*iich i s being continued below. Z «

5. 19 Berkeley Street (.1855). Notable features of this Bracketed
Italianate holise include it spedimented gable, arched wi ndows,
quoins and front porch with arched and corbelled architrave.
It was built for Charles Folsom a brother-in-Ilawof Professor
Worcester who laid out part of Berkeley Street.

6. 21 Berkeley Street (1855). This Bracketed Italianate residence
is distinguished by itsgabled central pavilion. It was built
for Charles Vaughan, whose son arranged for a wooden boardwalk
on Berkeley Street, at that time unpaved and nuddy.

7. Pryor-Howells House (1857), 3 Berkeley Street. Dr. Pryor also
built this smaller nore modest house and he and his wife lived
there for some years. I n1872 William Dean Howells and hi s

wife rented t he house and liked i t so much that they built one
on t he sane plan on Concord Avenue.

8 W lliam Newell House C1857), 20 Berkeley Street. This early
Mansard house was built for Dr. William Newell, pastor ofthe
Unitarian Church i nHarvard Square. Not eworthy features ofthe

house aret he el aborate paired brackets, corner quoins and | ow
concave Mansard roof.

9. Henry Ware House (1860), 8 Berkeley Street. Buil der Oliver
Hastings constructedthis Mansard house for Henry Ware. War e
was Secretary t o Governors Andrew and Bul | ock, and Secretary to
the Senate i nWashington. He helped found thefirst permanent
synphony orchestra i nBoston, theforerunner of the present
Boston Synphony Orchestra.

10 Lyman Williston House (1863), 15 Berkeley Street. This much-
altered house i s Ol d Canbridge's only te”ctbook exanple of an

£> "lItalian Villa." Erected for Lyman Williston, the asymmetrical
plan and towered silhouette aretypical of thevilla form A
one-story wing housed t he Berkeley Street School which M.
Williston directed. | t was |ater detached and remodelled into,
a separate dwelling at Nxnber 17. - y — Nelle o« .

Zl. -17 Berkeley Street (1863). This structure was originally an
ell of thehouse next door at Number 15. | t was detached i n
1900 with alterations nmade at that time by Dwi ght & Chandler,
" iT and again i n1912 by thefirm of Kilham £ Hopkins.

12~ John Fiske House (1878), 22 Berkeley Street. This Mansard
house was designed by Griffith Thomas. | t was t he home of
historia.n John Fiske (1842-1901), an active promoter of
Darwin's theory of evolution and |ibrarian of Harvard College
from 1872-1879

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Office of the Secretary, Boston
Page 3 A . Property Name Berkeley St. N.R.D
Indicate each itemoninventory foi mwvihidti i s being continued bel ow
13. 12 Berkel ey Street CT882 1. Thi s Queen Anne/ Shingle Style " "1MZ
house, althoxigh stuccoed over, retains xauch of i tsoriginal ; a
trim A fine triple window indicates the stair |anding; *

the half timbered front porch dates c.1920.

m  John Allyn House (1886), 11 Berkeley Street. This unusually
wel | -preserved Queen Anne/ Shngle Style house was designed by
architect WIlliam Ral ph Emerson for John Allyn, who established
the publishing firm of Allyn S Bacon.

15. 13 Berkeley Street (1898). The architectural firm of Dw ght
S Chandl er designed this late Queen Anne/ Shingle Style house.

The Berkeley Street National Register District includes properties
on both sides of Berkeley Street between Craigie Street and Phillip
Place (see Canbridge Community Devel opnment D Quad Maps 9, 11 §
The boundaries were chosen t oinclude houses andlots maintainingt
spacing andstyle of the street's nineteenth century appearance.

S
12).
he

-B\D

* Av.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



ARCH TECRRM SI N H CANCE of area. [Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Berkel ey Street,, cut of f from through traffic andinsulated by
brick buildings, enjoys a great sense of isolation from the urban
environment . Berkel ey Place, a cul-de-sac, i seven quieter than Berkeley
Street. The spacious lots andhigh proportion of .high style Mansard
and Bracketed italianate houses nmake this district one of t he nost
di stinguished i n Canbridge.

Berkel ey Street contains many variants of t heBracketed Italianate
style. Three exanples of them d-nineteenth century T-shaped pl an,
5 and 5 Berkeley Street establish the suburban node of t hestreet. One-

story porches fill theangles of theT. Other Italianate features
include | ow-pitched gables, heavy modillion brackets under t he eaves and
round headed wi ndows. \, , o o

HI STORI &" | FSci ~M*4"" o™ ar| *a" o ,
and hovit affected comunity; be specific). ont nmued

The area around Berkeley Street was part of of athirty-seven acre
parcel acquired i n 1843 by Professor Joseph Wrcester fromthe Vassall-
Craigie estate. By 1852, Wrcester hadlaid out part of Berkeley and
Bucki ngham Streets andal | of Craigie Street and began selling lots for ex-
pensive houses. Berkeley Place, which provided ingress t otheback field
of theWrcester home | ot at 121 Brattle. Street, was laid out i n 1890.

Despite being developed by different owners, thedistrict retains a e
splendid urban unity andcontains thebest concentrationof Bracketted
Italianate and Mansard houses i nCanbridge. The fewQueen Anne and
Stucco Style houses erected later i nlarge side yards and on Berkeley
Place arei nkeeping with themss andsiting of theearlier works.

Several houses i nthedistrict hadprom nent owners. The Richard
Henry Dana House (1851) at 4 Berkeley Street, a large andel aborate
Bracketted Italianate structure, was t he honme of Richard Henry Dana,
author of Two Years Before theMast. The John Fiske House (1878), at
22 Berkeley Street was t he home of John Fiske (1842-1901), an active
promoter of Darwin's theory of evolution andlibrarian of Harvard ,
College from 1872-1879. Finally, 8 Berkeley Street was t he honme of
Henry V.'are, Secretary t oGovernors Andrew and Bul |l ock, and Secretary
to the Senate i nWashington. He also helped t ofound thefirst pernma-
nent symphony orchestra i nBoston, theforerunner of t he present Boston
Bl BLI OGR™ and/ or REFEEFENES Synphony Orchestra.

Continued

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fam Na

MASSICHUSEITS  HISTORICAL CCMASION Cambridge Mass I3
Office of the Secretary, Boston Cambr:dpe MRA
Propaty Name Berkeley St. 5PI

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.
Architectural Significance con't.

exanples. 19 Berkeley Street features corner quoins, a pedimented
gable with arched windows on it sside elevations anda front porch
with arched wi ndows and corbelled architrave. Nunber 21 Berkeley
Street's nost distinguishing characteristic i sitsgabled central
pavilion.

Athird Italianate form the"ltalian Villa", i salso represented
on Berkeley Street. Canbridge's only textbook exanple of this villa
form stands at nunmber 15 and features an asymmetrical plan and tower.

Representing the Mansard style i s 20 Berkeley Street. Except
for itsroof which has simple dormers, this early Mansard, with
its corner quoins, heavy paired eaves brackets and center porch, re-
senbles t hegabled Italianate house at 19 Berkeley Street. Ot her
Mansards include 22 Berkeley Street which features a flushboarded
facade and number 8 designed by Oliver Hastings, a prom nent Canbridge
architect.

The Queen Anne/ Shingle Style i srepresented by 11, 12 and 13 » -
Berkeley Street,and 3 Berkeley Place. The best devel oped and well -
preserved of these, 11 Berkeley Street was designed by architect WIlIliam
Ral ph Emerson. Typical Shingle Style details include rounded corners
which preserve t hecontinuity of the shingled surface anda unified
roof line.

Representing the 20th Century aretwo Stucco Style houses at
16 Berkeley Street and 7 Berkeley Place by Hartley Dennett and AW
Jackson respectively. The overhanging eaves with brackets, slate
roof andvaries fenestration help these buildings fit i nwell with
their nineteenth century neighbors.

Berkel ey Street and Berkeley Place aresignificant under Criterion

C as enbodying the distinguishing characteristics of the Bracketed
Italianate, Mansard and Shingle styles. , L L e

, Staple tolnventory form at botton.



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHf cT Conraunity: Form No:
Cambridge Mass.

MSSACH I TS H STAR CAL YW SS N Cambridge MRA | 3

Ofice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name hIIESeFl;keley St. & Pi.
n

I ndi cate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow

Criteria For Eval uati on - \VAR

The Berkeley Street andBerkeley Place National Register District
is significant as a nineteenth andearly twentieth century resi-
dential neighborhood inafine state of preservation. Mst of the
early houses on Berkeley Street are large well-maintained exanples
of the Italianate style. The houses on Berkeley Place were built
after 1890, but are consistent in scale andmaterialswith those on
Berkel ey Street. Both streets retain their integrity of location,
design, setting, material, feeling andworkmanship, andfulfill Cri-
terion Cof the National Register of Historic Places. The district
is also significant under Criterion B for itsassociationswith people
in the fields of literature and education. The Berkeley Street and
Ber kel e% Place National Register District was found t o be significant
under the themes of residential architecture: nineteenth andearly
twentieth century, education, andliterature, as proposed by Dr. Cynthia
to the Review Committee for the Study of Architecture of Harvard Uni -
versity andi t sEnvirons i n Canbridge.

Berkel ey Street is aquiet residential street cut off from
through traffic, Berkeley Place, being a cul-de-sac, i s even nore
peaceful than Berkeley Street. Berkeley Street possesses great
architectural unity anda large proportion of high style buildings.
The houses on Berkeley Place, though later in date, are simliar
in their high degree of architectural quality.

The boundaries of the Berkeley Street and Berkeley Place
National Register District include all addresses on these streets
except 10 and 11 Berkeley Place. The boundaries were drawn t o include
houses and | ots mai ntainingthe spacing andstyle of the streets’
ni neteenth centur?/ appearance. Thedistrict is insulated tothe south
by the brick conplex of the Episcopal Theological School, andt othe
north by several apartment buildings along Concord Avenue.

The only building that does not contribute to the district, at 24 Berkeley Street,
is an un-distingui shed house of vaguely Colonial Revival style. [|tis included sgg
to include the entire length of Berkely Street inthe district.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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BERKELEY STREET 6 BERKELEY PLACE N.R.l
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Base: City of Carabridge
Assessor's Plana

January 19B3

5{ «=Non-Contributinfi



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
V | for this property -

y y .. Yilo-o

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275

Zf



