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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

EXTERIOR
Bethel Methodist Church, built 1853-1854, is an example of Greek Doric tempi 
architecture used in antebellum churches. Of stuccoed brick painted white, 
the building has a massive hexastyle Doric portico with a simple Doric ped­ 
iment and entablature. Designed by a Mr. Curtis, Bethel Church has pilas- 
tered walls, and there is one tier of large windows on each side of the 
structure; the building has a gabled roof and a main entrance which is pedi- 
mented with consoles. The roof is more steeply-pitched than is usual in 
a Doric temple to allow rainwater to drain more quickly, thus helping to 
eliminate the possibility of leaks.

INTERIOR
The auditorium-plan interior has a cove ceiling. There have been interior
alterations.

SURROUNDINGS
Bethel Church is located on Pitt and Calhoun streets in Charleston and is 
bordered on the south by the Charleston Historic District. Fronting on 
Pitt Street, the church has a cemetery with crape myrtles on the north 
(Calhoun Street) side.
Originally purchased in 1795, the church property was located in the extreme 
northwest part of the corporate limits of the city of Charleston. A prior 
Bethel Methodist Church, erected on this site in 1797, is the oldest Metho­ 
dist church building in Charleston. Attended by both black and white member 
until the early 1840s when the two groups split, the original church build­ 
ing was later moved down the street to its present site at 222 Calhoun 
Street where it currently is used by a black congregation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURE
Bethel Methodist Church, located on the site of Charleston's first Meth­ 
odist church building, is an exceptional example of antebellum Greek re­ 
vival ecclesiastical architecture. Except for a rather steeply-pitched 
roof, the church is one of the better examples of Greek Doric temple 
architecture in the state. The massive, giant-order hexastyle portico 
withstood the 1886 earthquake intact and stands today unaltered. The 
Methodist Advocate in 1852 records the laying of the cornerstone and 
states that the "Church will be 61 X 88 feet, with portico, to cost 
$18,000. Mr. Curtis, architect, and Rebb & Busby, contractors." Ravenel 
Architects of Charleston lists several architects named Curtis who worked 
in antebellum Charleston and on nearby Edisto Island.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. William 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, Professor 
Bernard Lemann, Tulane School of Architecture, Mr. Carl Feiss and Mr. 
Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this structure as exception 
al. This notation indicates that the building is of the highest archi­ 
tectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architecturally sophis­ 
ticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs, chimneys, 
verandahs, massing, materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsman­ 
ship are all elegant and innovative.
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Betts, Albert Deems. HISTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA METHODISM, Columbia, S C • 
The Advocate Press, 1952. p. 265 & 266. 

Chreitzberg, A.M. EARLY METHODISM IN THE CAROLINAS, Nashville: Publishing 
House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 1897. p. 160. 

McKee, Harley J. (compiler) HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY: RECORDS OF 
BUILDINGS IN CHARLESTON AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA LOW COUNTRY, p. 2 

NEWS AND COURIER (Charleston,S.C.) "Refurbishing to Begin on Old Bethel 
Church" August 12, 1974. 
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