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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 105-L

Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town W or cester
Address 22 Oak Avenue
Name D. Wheeler Swift House

Present u2= interns* residence
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number
Present ownerMemorial Hospital
119 Belmont St.
Description:  uJorce™”r,
1879-1880
Date
Roll 21 Source building notice & Directorie
Style Victorian Gothic
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Stephen Earle
in relation to nearest cross streets and , ,
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings (describe) noné

Other featuresbracketed porch with or-
iginal railing, comer entry, gables
with decorative aprons, window hoods
Altered Date

Moved n Date

) Assessor's Book 1, p.18
* UTM! 5. | ot sizeLot A, 127187 sq.ft.

Ore acre or less ~ Over ore acre
Approximate frontage 0
Approximate distance of building from street
20*
6. Recorded byS."ee* ed. B.R.Pfeiffer

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Date January 1978

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owne (if knoan)
Original us®
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

inter ns*

D. Wheeler Swift

residence

residence (present)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education -Religion

Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts o M settlement invention

Commerce Z77Z7Z  Industry 2777  Social/ /
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Bui | t
of i tsperiod, bearin \ .
Style desi gn._TV\o and one-half stories hi
(west) i s domnated by
and apron, elenments which are repeated on a smal
house's north elevation. An unusual

house *s entry

I n 1879-1880, the Swift House i s an unaltered exanpl e
el enents of Victorian Gothic and Stick

gh, thehouse's facade

a steep gable with decorative bargeboards

| er gable on the

detail of the design, is the

which i s set at. a *5 degree angle tothe buildings

north and west elevations. O”bither side of the entry i s an or-

I gi nal porch v .
inal details include w ndow caps,

orch with open braces and geonetric railing.
granite stoop,

QG her orig-
and a | owr e-

taining wal |l of rock-faced granite along the property's ak

Avenue and Kendal | Street fronts,

D Weeler Swift (18"0-1910" was a native of Wst Fal nout h,

Massachusetts,
maki ng machi nery at the new
Together with his brother,

who cane t o Wrcester
forned Bay State Envel ope Gonp
nry D Swift,

I n 1864t o operate envel ope-
onpany.
D Weeler Swift in-

vented various envel ope-naki ng machi nes upon which the success

of the Whiitcpnb Envel %53 Gonpany and, |ater, thelogan, Swft
and Bri gham Envel ope npany was based. | n1871, while enpl oyed
by the Wi tconb Gonpany, t heSwi ft brothers invented nachinery

capabl e of producing 3#500 envel opes hourly,

ani anount far

greater than that produced by existing equi prent. Additional

machi nery invented b
envel opes (1876) an

|
co
10. B bli ogr aphy

ear| , etc.
MOI : Vl), 11/ 1/ 1879» p. VIl

Pl unber & Sanitary Engi neer. Vol .
Rice, F. Wrcester  of 1898.
Washburn, G Industrial Wrcester,

| owered production costs andled tothe
nio Cbnpglnry. Machi nery invented b
or referenc

X_the Swi
es (such as local hi

the brothers for automatical |y gunm ng
for automatic printing of envelopes,

rapid-
?I’OV\Ih of the Whit-

_ ts was al so exported
stories, deeds, assessor's records,

(bl dg. notice)
I, 11/1/1879 p. 397 (bldg. notice).

pp. 481-""83.

pp. 198-201.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cammunity: Fara Na

MASSAQIUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Wor cester 103-L

Office of the Secretary', Bogon
Property Nare:D.Wheeler Swift

Indicate each item on inventory fom whidi is being continued bedow.

9. HistoricaLL significance

to Scotland, Englauid and Germany. In 1884, the Swift brothers
withdrew from the Whitcomb Company to form the partnership of
Logan, Swift and Brigham Envelope Company, By 1889, the new
firm had constructed a factory on Grove Street, which was en-
larged in 1897. In 1898, Logan, Swift and Brigham Company,
along with nine other envelope manufacturers was merged into
the newly formed United States Envelope Company of which D.
Wheeler Swift was a director.

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



The Memorial Hospital

119 Belmont Street
Worcester

Massachusetts 01605
(617) 793-6611

October 4, 19P

Mr. Charles A. Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register
United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REALY TO: 663
Dear M. Herrington:

Thank you forgour letter of Septenber 27, 1979. W are flatter-
ed that the "D Weeler Swift Huse" at 22 Gk Asrenue has been
nom nated for ||st|n% intheNational Register of Historic M aces.
Unfortunately, this buildingislocated onthesite of ao%roposed
w ng of our grow ng hospital conplex. W have plans to do avay
with thebuil'ding rnthe near future and therefore prefer not to
have it listed inthe National Register.

W thank you for your interest.
Sincerely yours,
ASUACHhIl —

John M Garlson
Adm ni strative Assistant

A Major Affiliate of the
University of I"assacfiusetts
Medical Sctiooi
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