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0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hornibrook House is one of the finest examples of 
Victorian architecture in the entire State. Describing 
the many bays, offsets, multiple roof levels, brackets 
and scroll work presents a challenge. Three principal 
building components, the cut granite of the high founda­
tion, the deep red brick of the lower and second levels, 
and the wood appointment, compose the distinctive appear­
ance of the house. An impressive three and one-half 
story corner tower dominates the main structure. 

The basic floor plan may be considered ell shape. The 
legs of the ell are short and orientated east and west, 
with a leg of the ell extending to thenorth at the west 
end. Centered on the principal wall of the east, south 
and west elevations are half-octagon bays. The southeast 
corner has a circular tower, and the southwest corner has 
an angled rectangular bay. A veranda follows the general 
shape of the house, starting at the northeast corner of 
the east-west leg, continuing along : the east elevation, 
and terminating on the south face of the west bay. 

The main roof is crossed hip and gable hipped. North 
of the east-west ridge on the northeast and west slopes 
are triangular vent dorme_rs. An off-center cupola tops 
the main roof east of the north-south ridge. This cupola 
is square in plan and has a low hip with a globe 
and dart finial. A portion on the east and west sides, 
following the gen~ral slope of the roof, has four multi­
colored lights that are set in a triangular pattern. The 
center light is diamond shaped and the other three lights 
are triangular corner pieces. There is a surround of 
small multi-colored lights. 

The roof of each bay, excluding the tower, is gabled, and 
~ all roofs have metal ~ocks-combing. The south and south­

west bays have two single casement windows, each with 
fifteen multi-color lights, on either side of an interior 
end chimney. The southwest bay has a single light double­
hung window on each side of an end chimney. 

At the point where the east bay attaches to the main 
structure, an interior chimney of medium proportion rises 
from the south slope of the main roof hip. This chimney 
is triple corbeled with corner indents between the lower 
two, ·and face i ·ndents between the second and third. This 
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gives the appearance of triple joined stacks. The chimney 
design is carried through in the south and southwest bay 
chimneys; however, these chimneys have the appearance of 
double joined stacks. The west bay chimney has an abbrevi­
ated cortreled stack with corner indents, and is of the same 
design as the chimney on the north slope. 

The tower, of which the first two levels are of brick con­
struction, is circular in plan, engages the main structure 
with an external exposure of approximately 270°, and has 
three distinct roofs starting between the second and third 
levels. The basic floor plan of the tower above the second 
level is that of an octagon. The octagonal shape is also 
reflected in the roof design. The separation of each prin­
cipal level is reminiscent of a pagoda, the only difference 
being the missing upward curve at the roof corners. The 
pyramidal tower roof has a slight outcast and has four bay 
dormers, rectangular in plan, and each with its own rectan­
gular pyramidal roof. Each dormer is topped with an ornate 
finial similar in design to the finial topping the tower 
roof. A single-light fixed window is found in each dormer. 

Below the uppermost roof, but above the third floor roof, 
is an abbreviated vertical section, having single light 
fixed windows, one to each of the eight recessed panels. 
The roof at the third level extends beyond the line of the 
roof above and has a scroll bracketed cornice and paneled 
frieze. Turned, engaged posts at each corner terminate 
and blend in with the scroll verge-board. Mullion windows 
of the third level are double-hung multi-colored sixteen 
light (16/16) sash. Window surrounds feature routed scroll 
design in the head and molded side trim. The sill is 
continuous and forms the terminus of a vertical section of 
imbracatedshingle siding. It is at this point that the 
octagon plan of the tower ceases and the circular plan be­
gins. 

The roof dividing the second and third tower levels has a 
shallow pitch and extends to a point in line with that 
above. The plain boxed cornice of this roof engages the 
~ircular construction at which point a fret band begins. 
This fret band and an added rope pattern continues around 
the circumference of the tower to its point of engagement 
with the main structure. 
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Socia 1/ Human-

itarian 
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0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 
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The significance of Hornibrook House lies in its unique 
architectural features. Completed iu_l~88 , it is 
Arkansas 1 best example of ornate Victorian architecture. 
This massive s tructure represents late-nineteenth century 
architecture in its most flamboyant fashion. 

Standing on a corner lot and facing two streets, Hornibrook 
House has its main entrance set in a three and one-half 
18~1/2) story corner tower, the dominate architectural 
feature of the house. The two front elevations have simi­
lar features though they are not symmetrical. 

The interior of the house contains a divided stairway , 
a stained glass skylight, and octagonal shaped rooms. 
Exterior trim varies from Greek to Mexican to Gothic 
designs. The combination of many architectural elements 
provides Hornibrook House with its unforgettable and 
grandiose style. 

The builder of Hornibrook House was the son of English 
immigrants who settled in Toronto, Canada, in the mid­
nineteenth century. James H. Hornibrook was born on 
July 8, 1840, and lived in Canada until he reached 
adulthood. 

Following the Civil war Hornibrook moved to Little Rock. 
!n 1868 he entered a business enterprise with Miles Q. 
Townsend. Their twenty-two (22) year partnership lasted 
until the death of Townsend in early 1890. 

Mr . Hornibrook spent seven years building this huge home 
for his wife and four children. Unfortunately, he did not 
have long to enjoy his impressive residence. In the early 
morning hours of May 24, 1890, Mr . Hornibro9k wa9 return­
ing from a "gentleman's party;.' " He suffered an attack of 
apoplexy, and fell dead on the entrance steps of his home. 




















