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1. Name · 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 11 
street & number _ not for publication 

city, town Ho 11 vicinity of congressional district F; rs 

state Arkansas 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
-X- building(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
-X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

code 05 county 

Status 
-X- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 

_ being con~idered 
--X__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ · no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mrs. Ruth Dearing 

street & number Box 475 

city, town Holly Grove _ vicinity of 

Monroe 

Present Use 
_ ·_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ . military 

code 095 

_museum 
_ park 
__x_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Monroe County Courthouse 

street & number Courthouse Square 

city, town Clarendon state Arkansas 

&. Representation in Existing ·Surveys 

title has this property been determined elegible? _ yes _x_ no 

date _ federal _ state _county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
-X- excellent 
_ good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _J(_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date __________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Set amid a meticulously landscaped two-acre tract of land in the 
rural community of Holly Grove, the Walls House stands as an example 
of the late Queen Anne style which exhibits the growing influence 
of the Colonial Revival. Built in 1903 by a Mr. Young blood, a local 
carperter to whom much of the area•s historic architecture has been 
attributed, the house is an irregularly massed two-story, wood-frame 
structure capped by a hip roof with cross gables. Its asymmetrical 
proportions, decorative shingles and wood work, projecting gables, 
wrap-around porch, turned balustrade, and turret-like tower (now 
demolished) capture the essence of the Queen Anne while its Tuscan 
columns, fanlight windowns and triangular-pedimented front entry 
bay reflect an interest in the details of the Colonial Revival 
style . 

The principal (south) elevation of the building presents an active 
profile especially characterized by its projecting chamfered bay 
and the two-story wrap-around porch, supported on Tuscan columns 
mounted on box pillars joined by a turned balustrade which encir­
cles this part of the house . · The porch is raised above grade and 
reached by balustraded stairs on both the principal elevation and 
the east side of the building . The principal entrance of the build­
ing is articulated by a gabled element that projects from the porch . 
To the west of the gable, the first floor of the porch is covered 
with a shingled mansard roof while the east side of the porch is 
enclosed with a shed roof . The second story of the porch is cov­
ered by the roof proper. A half-hexagon-shaped bay projects from 
the east corner of the front elevation. This bay terminates in a 
projecting shingle-faced gable which is enriched with a fanlight 
window and a panel carved in a fan design in its apex. A similar 
carved fan design embellishes the pediment of the entry porch 
gable . 

The front door contains a glazed panel and has a transom. Two 
small stained glass windows divided by horizontal and vertical 
mullions emanating from a center circle--- one situated east of 
the front entrance, the other located on the west elevation--­
enhance the facades . A cathedral light stained glass window 
enriches the west side of the chamfered bay. 

While the secondary elevation of the house is not as finely e~e­
cuted nor richly decorated as the principal facade, the east ele­
vation is enriched with a semi-circular bay with three windows . 
Also, the original gabled-roofed kitchen addition is ':evident on 
the north side of the building . 

Although the building retains the greater part of its original 
fabric and character there have been some minor alterations . A 
five-sided turret-like tower that penetrated the roof above the 
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west corner of the front elevation's chamfered bay has been re­
moved. Decorative cresting that embellished the peak of the gable 
roof has also been removed . Other alterations include the addition 
of a shed-dormer on the north elevation to create a bathroom and 
the enclosure of half the kitchen porch to create another bath­
room. 

The interior of the Walls House is in excellent condition. Deli­
cate panels decorate the ceilings. Interior doors have transoms 
and are finished with symmetrically moulded trim with corner 
blocks enriched with a circular motif . The living room is char­
acterized by the ornamental curvilinear lattice work that articu­
lates a circular bay and an unusual burled oak fireplace . The 
fireplace mantel is supported by claw footed pilasters decorated 
with lion heads. A beveled mirror framed with an egg and dart 
moulding is situated above the mantel and a cornice, supported 
by stylized columns, caps the mirror. A five-centered arch sup­
ported from the floor by Ionic columns frames the mantel mirror. 
This arch, which is also constructed of burled oak, is decorated 
with a raised garland. 

Outbuildings on the Walls House site include a gable-roofed cook's 
house, tool shed, milk house with gabled-roofed porch, and gabled­
roofed smokehouse . These outbuildings are finished in weather­
board with four panel doors and one over one (1/1) windows . All 
outbuildings are contemporary with the house. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140D-1499 
_150D-1599 
_160D-1699 
_ 170D-1799 
_180D-1899 
_x_ 190D-

_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
-X- architecture _ education _ military _ soQial/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
___X_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1903 Builder/Architect Youngblood 
Statement of Signific~nde' (In ' one par.,grap'h'j 

The Walls House, an example of the late Queen Anne style with some 
degree of Colonial Revival influence, derives primary significance 
from its architecture . The structure, built by a Mr . . Youngb ~ood 
for James A. Walls, is particularly outstanding in its setting in 
Holly Grove, a small rural community in southeast Arkansas . Like so 
many Arkansas communities, Holly Grove experienced a substanial, 
though temporary, financial boost at the turn of the century when 
a railroad was constructed through the town. The railroad, con­
necting Holly Grove with major trade centers in the South, foster­
ed the development of a small but stable commercial district 
(National Register of Historic Places: 2/2/79) . James A. Walls, 
a local sawmill and cotton gin owner, benefited from this com­
mercial development . Having a ready outlet for his products, Walls 
prospered and consequently was able to finance the construction of 
the Walls House in 1903 . The Walls House, therefore, not only 
exemplifies an architectural style unique to the community of Holly 
Grove but also represents a period of prosperous commercial growth 
in the locality. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Monroe County Records, Monroe County Courthouse, Clarendon, Arkansas. 

Walls Family Archives, Holly Grove, Arkansas. 

1 0. Geographical Data UTM NOT VERIFIED 
Acreage of nominated property 2 4 acres ACREAGE NOT VERIRED 
Quadranglename Holly Grove, Ark. Quadrangle 
UMT References 

Quadr_angle scale 1 : 24 , 000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Properties lying within the NW~ of the SW~ of Section 23, Township 1 South, Range 
2 West. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Ruth Dearing; ed. Ethel Goodstein, Archi. Hist, John T. Duke, Hi st. 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date February 28, 1980 

street&number Suite 500, Continental Building telephone 501/371-2763 

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas . 72201 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national _ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Pres~rvation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b the Heritage Conservation Recreation Serv·ce. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

GPO 936 835 
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·-~~~ HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Suite 500. Continental Building· Markham and Main· Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 

February 29, 1980 

Ms . Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

Phone: (501) 371-2763 

MAR 1 3 1980 

NATIONAL 
li!GISJ'ER 

Please find enclosed the nomination for the Walls House which has 
been approved by the Arkansas State Review Committee at their March 
1979 meeting. 

I hereby certify that the persons listed in Section 4 of the nom­
ination are the legal owners of the property. 

Thank you. 

JWB/JTD/lg 

Enclosures 

Officer 

A Division of the Department of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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: .. /~~::J;~S HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Suite 500. Continental Building · Markham and Main· Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Apri 1 10, 1980 

Mrs. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
440 G Street 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mrs. Shull: 

I am aware of the following property which has been nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places: 

VJalls House 
(Name of Property) 

~ly Grove , Arkansas 
(Locat1on of Property) 

APR 1 6 79eo 

Phone (501) 371-2763 

I have read the offi ti a 1 noti fi cation 1 etter formula ted under notification 
procedures. 36 CFR 1202.12 and 1202.13 and am aware of a 11 consequences of a 
National Register listing including the following: 

Listing in the National Register makes private property owners eligible 
to be considered for Federal grants-in-aid for historic preservation 
and provides limited protection through comment by the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation on the effect of federally financed, assisted, 
or licensed undertakings on historic properties. 

If t~e property is depreciable and is listed in the National Register, 
there a~e also certain provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 that 
may apply. Section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 encourages 
preservation of historic depreciable structures by allowing favorable 
tax treatments for rehabilitations. In addition, it discourages destruction 
of hi.storic buildings by eliminating certain otherwise available Federal 
tax benefits both for demolition of historic structures and for new construc­
tion on the site of demolished historic buildings. 

A Division of the Department of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



Mrs. Carol Shull 
Page 2 
April 10, 1980 

If the property contains coal resources and is listed in the National 
Register, certain provisions of the Surface Mining and Control Act of 
1977 make it less likely that surface mining of the coal will be 
permitted by the State or Federal Government. 

I am in fill support of the nomination and do hereby waive my right to the 
75-30 day commenting period. 
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'-. ~~:~ HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Suite 500. Continental Building -Markham and Main- Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 

April 10 , 1980 

Ms . C a ro 1 Shu 11 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
440 G Street 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear t~s. Shull: 

Phone (501) 371-2763 

I am the owner of the following property which has been nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places: 

me of Property 

~pf~tld-
I have read the official notification letter formulated under notification proce­
dures 36 CFR 1202.12 and 1202.13 and am aware of all consequences of a National 
Register listing including the following: 

Listing in the National Register makes private property owners eligible 
to be considered for Federal grants-in-aid for historic preser vation and 
provides limited protection through comment by the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation on the effect of federally financed, assisted , or 
licensed undertakings on historic properties. 

If the property is depreciable and is listed in the National Register, 
there are also certain provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 that 
may apply. Section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 encourages 
preservation of historic depreciable structures by allowing favorable 
tax treatments for rehabilitations. In addition, it discourages 
dest r uction of historic buildings by eliminating certain otherwise 
available Federal tax benefits both for demolition of historic structures 
and for new construction on the site of demolished historic buildings. 

If the property contains coal resources and is listed in the National 
Register, certain provisions of the Surface ~~ining and Control Act of 
1977 make it less likely that surface mining of the coal will be per­
mitted by the State of Federal Government. 

A Division of the Deportment of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



, 
Ms. Carol Shull 
April 10, 1980 
Page 2 

I am in full support of the nomination and do hereby waive my right to the 75-30 
day commenting period. 

a~dM~ 
(Signature of Owner) 
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' ~~~~~ HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Su1te 500. Continental Building· Markham and Main· Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 

April 10, 1980 

Mrs. Carol Sh.ull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Oepirtment of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and 

Re~reation Service 
440. G Street 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mrs. Shull: 

I am aware of the following property which has been nominated. to the 
National Register of Historic Places: 

(Name of Property) 

Phone (501) 371-2763 

I have read the offici a 1 notification 1 etter formula ted under noti fi cation 
procedures 36 CFR 1202.12 and 1202.13 and am aware of all consequences of a 
National Register listing including the following: 

,..6 .• 

Listing in the National Register makes private property owners eligible 
to b~ considered for Federal grants-in-aid for historic preservation 
and provides limited protection through comment by the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation on the effect of federally financed, assisted, 
or licensed undertakings on historic properties. 

If the property is depreciable and is listed in the National Register, 
there a0e also certain pr6visions of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 that 
may apply. Section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 encourages 
preservation of historic depreciable structures by allowing favorable 
tax treatments. for rehabi 1 itati ons. In addition, it discourages destruction 
of historic buildings by eliminating certain otherwise available Federal 
tax benefits both for demolition of historic structures and for new construc­
tion on the site of demolished historic buildings. 

A Div ision of.the Department of Natu ral & Cultural Heritage 

._. An E_:; ual 0 , portunity Eo;~ployer 



Mrs. Carol Shull 
Page 2 
April 10, 1980 

If the property contains coal resources and is listed in the National 
Register, certain provisions of the Surface Mining and Control Act of 
1977 make it less likely that surface mining of the coal will be 
permitted by the State or Federal Government. 

I am in fill support of the nomination and do hereby waive my right to the 
75-30 day commenting period. 

.. . _, ---- ..:.J. ..it> -. 



April 22, 1980 

Mrs. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
440 G Street 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Mrs. Shull: 

3- !3- ~0 

Phone: (501 ) 371 -2763 

In keeping with our phone conversation of April 10, 1980, please 
find enclosed letters waiving the 75-30 day notification period 
for the Walls House in Holly Grove (Monroe County), Arkansas. 
It is hoped that a final determination regarding the eligibility 
of the Walls House for listing in the National Register of His­
toric Places may now be reached. If this office can be of fur­
ther assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you. 

. . _..._ 
John T. Duke 
Historian 

A Division of the Department of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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May 22, 1980 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Phone (501) 371-2763 

The verbal boundary description for the vJalls House, Holly Grove, 
Arkansas, (Monroe County) is as follows: 

The 2.4 acres lying in the NW~ of the SW~ , Section 23, T-1-S, R-
2-W, Monroe County, Arkansas . Also being north of the old aban­
doned Arkansas Midland Railroad and east of the town of Holly 
Grove, Arkansas. The boundaries of said 2.4 acres begin at the 
intersection point of the east line of Lot 48 and the north right­
of-way line of old Arkansas Midland Railroad, and running 200' 
north, thence 186' east, thence 100' north, thence 150' east, 
thence 100' south, thence 115' east, thence 200' south, thence 
451' west . 

Thank you . 

erely~ 

Williams Baldridge~ 
sas Historic Preservation Officer 

A Division of the Deportment of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Name 

Halls Jan:es A., House 

Honorable D le Bumpers 
P.on~rable David H. Pryor 
Honorable Bill Ale a~der 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ARKAllSAS 

Date Entered JUN 

Also Notified 

g· 19BO 

Location 

lolly Grove 
Monroe Co :mty 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms. Joan Baldridge 
Director, Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Main Streets 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Byers/mjd 6/20/80 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 

·' 


