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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Oliver-Allen-Tucker home in LaFayette is a two-story brick 
Victorian house which borrows freely from several styles of architecture. 
It is most influenced by the Eastlake style.

The house is irregular in plan, but distinguished by a three-story 
square tower topped with a steep pyramidal roof. The main roof is a 
modified hipped style. On either end of the house there are half- 
octagonal wings topped by squared-off gable roofs. The pediments of 
the gables, as well as the main roof, are shingled with slate.

A porch encircling part of the front and left sides is enclosed 
by knobbed balusters and thin milled columns. The porch roof is outlined 
with a complementary gingerbread design. There is a center gable in 
front of the tower in the porch roof and another smaller one over the </» 
entrance.

The two interior chimneys ^ire made of brick stuccoed over. Over 
the windows are round and segmental arched brick hood-mouldings. The 
windows are fashioned of single-paned sheet glass with three-part sliding 
wooden shutters inside.

The outside walls are 22 inches thick and constructed of solid 
brick, except for two rooms at the rear which were built first, and 
are of rock and limestone. Inside, the walls are plaster over laths.

n
The entrance is at the right end of the porch. The door has a 

single-paned arched transom and leads into a large reception room with a 
corner fireplace; originally, this room was a small hallway and library. 
A curved self-supporting stairway with two landings leads to the second 
floor. The floors are of wide heart pine and the ceilings 15 feet high.

The only exterior modification is that the left end of the front
porch has been enclosed. .-^ .-••"'. 'j. \
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Oliver-Allen-Tucker house was built in 1895 by Ernest McCarty 
Oliver. The later Victorian era in architecture had largely passed in 
other parts of the country, but was then at its height in the South, which 
had been slowed economically by reconstruction.

Oliver was a LaFayette lawyer with construction and real estate 
interests. He represented Chambers County two terms in the Alabama 
Legislature.

The property on which the house was built was acquired in 1892 
from George S. Turner. All the brick used in its construction was made 
on the site from clay and soil found to the north of the house and 
baked in a kiln set up by Oliver.

Moses Alien, a LaFayette merchant, and his wife, Minnie Stanley 
Alien bought the house in 1904. A daughter, Dorothy, married Henry Tucker 
and they continued to live in the house.

Moses Alien Tucker bought the house from his mother in 1969, and 
he and his wife are restoring it.
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